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^ • ■ * .'TO THE 

BIGHT REVEBEND FATHER IN GOI^ 

JOHN, 

LORD BISHOP OF CHICHESTER. 

JWy Lord^ 
1 WAITED with some impatience fo see that de- 
sign accomplished by your accurate pen, which is 
here attempted now by my weak hand. Ever 
since you were pleased to acquaint me with 
your intention to publish something of this nature, 
it raised my expectation of your obliging the 
world with your printed Prayers, as you have 
d(me witE many of your learned and season- 
able Sermons; but after you had let me know 
the reason of holding your hand, the same might 
have stopt mine too ; and I should have desisted, 
had the good Doctor who prevented you, or any 
of those worthy Authors, that thus bestowed their 
pains, descended to such particulars, as I thought 
fit for the use of those whom I desire to serve. 

But now that I am engaged, my Lord, your fa- 
vour showed to the well-meant performance here, 
has given me the boldness of this Dedication. 
And the advancement of such persons to high dig- 
nity in our church, as are so well known to de- 
•erve it, encourages me also to hope, that a gra- 



IT . 1 . Dedication. 

cious G)oh1 bath jp«t a greater blessing for us th 
6ur os^n demeriUf give us reason to expect. 

1 beg font fatherlj benediction upon me, a: 
^/ poor endeavours, who am, 

My Lord, 
Your obliged Kinsman^ 

In all /mtnble observances^ 

BEN. JENRa 
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PREFACE, 



7b my Neighbours and Acquaintanct^ partkuhti/hf thorn bk Ae 
Parishes committed to my Care. 

Ml Dear Frieitds, 

It is especially for your sakes, and primarily for your service, that I 
publish this Manual of Prayers, fitted to the capacities of your minds, to 
the necessities of your soub, and to the several conditions and oecaaiom 
of your lives. Notwithstanding all the books of devotion already extant, 
many of which are very useful and excellent in their kinds, and such as 
I should recommend to you, without offerings any other, did those with 
which I am best satisfied reach as far as I have des^^ied here to go, and 
did not I think the strain of some too high for many df you, and the words 
ind expressions of others that I have seen in your hancb, too low and flat, 
or too obsolete and improper, and which will rather offend than edify 
luch as have their senses better exercised in these matters : I have come 
to the resolution of adding my contribution to the common stock : yet, 
Dot taking upon me so to correct or censure them that have gone before 
iDe, as to discourage any firom making use of those helps whidi they find 
^reeable to their case, and efficacious to quicken their devotion : But 
leaving every one to eonaolt their own sense, and profit and comfort in 
choosing and taking what best likes their particular gust, and what most 
fathers their pious designs ; and to make what alterations also they please, 
even in the ensuing offices, for their own service, if they shall think fit to 
nse them at all. 

Nor have 1 such a conceit of any thing that is my own, as to suppose 
it free from the weakness and defects which 1 can espy elsewhere ; I 
doubt not but others may find as many faults here : Nay, I cannot think 
My thing of this nature to be so complete, but that the author himself^ 
io tract of time, may see reason to add or subtract, to alter or amend 
many particulars : Indeed, I shall as soon expect to see a shoe made to 
fit every foot, as a particular Form of Prayer exactly to suit all the 
circumstances of every soul. 

I cannot undertake that the following Prayers should answer all the 
•ccasions which any one may ever find for prayer : But they that have 
the spirit of supplication, can tell how to fill up what is wanting ; and 
luch as I help in most cases, may help themselves in the rest. I am 
rather apt to think, that so many as are here set down, will be censured 
for more than needful ; but, it being easy to pare off, the censors may let 
tloae what they count superfluous ; leaving it to those that will not dis- 
dain its assistance ; and I had rather be under an imputation from some 
of my neighbours, for busying myself more than 1 have need, in a work 
that mija^ht have been spared, than bear the recoilings of my own mind 
for neglecting to impart any thing that I thought might be of use and 
Bervice to the rest. 

If any judge that I might better have left this behind me, not to be seen 
till 1 should myself have been no more seen : I was once of the same mind, 
tod had so continued ; but that I could not be sure, that many for whom 
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I designed it, might not be taken off before me ; whereby this pieee ef 
friendship which I had for them would have been lost to them : And now 
that I do undertake the thing which is liable to many reflections, ^who- 
ever be the manaofer) every one thinking he has a title to judge of that 
Wherein every one is equally concerned ; and that judgment passing; 
according to the different principles and sentiments, and the particular 
genius and humour of each, *tis not possible here to please every one : But 
however 1 shall not fail of my design, if I can be so happy as to profit 
fome. And if so be I take any way peculiar to myself, I shall only 
allege, that it is but the same liberty as most writers on this subjet^ 
have taken, 'though I pretend not to set myself on a level with the 
noted guides of others' devotion, that with good success, and general 
approbation, have laboured herein, yet when our Lord has only enjoined 
the thing to be done, without settling the manner of performance ; even 
an ordinary man, that is but conversant in these matters, has room 
humbly to propose his own experience as long as he assumes not 
magisterially to impose it upon his readers ; which in this present under- 
taking, the Judge of all thoughts knows to be far from mine. 

I name no morning and evening prayers for particular persons, because 
here ars so many bccasional prayers, whereof every one may take their 
choice from time to time, for private use, according to particular exigen 
cies ; and besides those for fomilies may as fitly serve for the closet^ 
changing but the plural number into the singular. I have not directed 
to conclude the evening devotions with the Lord's Prayer ; not because 
I count it improper at that time to be used, but because I think we have 
ftill a liberty of adding or omitting it ; and therefore 1 have pointed to it 
for one part of the day, and left it out in the other ; but they that are for 
it, as an appendix to all the prayers used in their houses, may make it se 
if they please, notwithstanding that 1 shut up some of the family prayen 
without it. 1 make no distinction neither of ordinary days ; for I under- 
stand not why the prayer that serves for Monday or Tuesday, should 
not be as good and proper for any other day of the week ; yet I have 
offered some variety, that you may take sometimes one form, and some- 
|imes another ; or some part of this form and some of that, as you see 
.4iecasion and shall judge most pertinent. 

' * B ut I make a great difference of the qualities of persons, and states of the 
toul, and scenes of the life; according to which I have distributed and suited 
the offices here proposed. And though it be not needful to adapt a prayer 
to every man's particular employment in the world ; yet no man, what- 
ever be his place and calling, but may find many prayers here fitted to 
the condition of his soul, and to the great emergencies of his life. Only 
I would caution any who may need to be so advertised, that I do not 
intend the particular prayers entitled for such and such persons, of 
particular ranks and stations, as their excuse to supersede all praying 
else, as if such persons needed to use no other prayers ; but those, over 
and above, they may sometimes add to the rest: And so prudently 
choosing agreeable offices, and so taking this my whole performance, with 
a little of Christian candour, and the allowance for common weakness, 1 
am willing to hope it may not be unacceptable to those in my neighbour- 
hood (for whom 1 am chiefly concerned) as coming from one of your 
acquaintance, my brethren, and one not so utterly unacquainted witk 
the practice and the benefit of such exei*cises of devotion ; but that I am 
able to say soiiMifihat from my own experience, and that of many yean 
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in this way. However small, I most ednfess, is my proficiency, to wliaC 
it mig^ht have been ; yet the several stag^es that my soul has gone 
through ; the trials and temptations that i have had ; and terrors and 
perplexities wherewith I have grappled ; the conflicts and troubles of 
mind that I have lain under, the many sins that I hare fidlen into^ 
(^evous to myself, and heinous in the sight of God, though not so 
scandalous as some others, to the view of the world ;) and the escapes 
that I have made, the preservations and deliverances, the mercies and 
blessings, the rerivings and comforts that I have found ; are so many 
enticements to me, and so many engagements upon me, to do somewhat 
according to the ability which Gwl hath g^ven me, for the direction, 
the support, and help of others, that may be in the like condition. And 
may the thing here done be but well taken by any that fear God, the 
generation of them that seek his face, and are in love with prayer ! I 
ahaU then little concern myself what's the resentment or censure of any 
one else ; whether it be the worldly drudge, the sordid earthworm that 
throws prayers out of doors, as his interruption and hindrance ; or the 
dissolute epicure, that takes pleasure in nothing but his mire, and shrinks 
from drawing nigh to the Holy God, as his hated task and torment ; or 
the profane droll, that even laughs his Judge Eternal in the face, and 
mightily applauds himself^ for daring to make a scorn of all that is serioui 
and sacred ; or the trifling impertinent, that is for all manner of exercises, 
but only those of religion ; or lastly, the formal hypocrite, that only now 
and then passes a slight compliment on the Majesty of Heaven, but still 
mortally hates the life and power of godliness. The sense and the satis- 
Auction of one pious experienced Christian, that has known the grace of 
God in truth, is more to me than the exceptions and the clamours of a 
thousand such as these. 

If this piece fly further abroad than my first intention ; and if others, 
that know nothing of what concerns me, may pick out any thing here 
to further them in me way heaven-ward, I shall have the more cause 
then to bless God, for making me such an instrument of his grace. Yea, 
where I can but do the least good to any poor soul, I shall not think my 
labour in vain in the Lord. But my great care is for the souls of whom 
I hare the charge ; and for the rest of my friends and neighbours within 
my reach, whom I have, you know, so much and often importuned and 
called upon to give themselves to prayer, both in your families, and in 
your retirements every day. Not barely to read or say over so many 
Words of prayer (as if it would presently make all whole and well, only 
to use such or such a form, that you think pertinent to your case, as a 
plaster fit for the sore) but to do it with a praying heart, with a mind in- 
tent upon the work, and your spirits engaged in his service. The reasons 

T .. . /. for which, and the necessity of it, with the lawfulness and 
p •' ._ expediency of using forms (especially where other abili- 

^ ^ " ties are wanting) I shall not insist upon here ; because I 

^ ' have done it already elsewhere. 

Indeed, what some talk so much against all Forms of Prayer, I think, 
ii as little to be regarded as what others do so bitterly inveigh against all 

R' h W*f prayer that is out of form; but in this matter I cannot 
y tttih'n^FF' f l>"t much approve the temper of an eminent churchman, 
• . . tj^? (afterwards made one of our Right Rev. Bishops) whe 
leLl '^^'T' ^ ^" method and order for private devotion, thus ireel/ 
•w,j ja eoit. ^^ moderately gives his sense : 
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P. 62. ^ Whether every particulaV expression, or the just words b^ 
ibre-thought, it happily matters not very much ; but that some fit, signifi- 
cant, pr<)per, and quickening^ expressions for the several parts and sub- 
ttantials of my prayer be prepared, it is expedient.'' P. 81. ^I pro£e9i 
myself no whit guilty of undervaluing the free effusions of the soul before 
God, in private especially, in such expressions as the affected moved mind 
suggests ; or as the spirit gives utterance.'' P. 284. ^^ If I am able to 
pray otherwise, I shall not haply always see it fit, or convenient, to use 
set or composed forms ; for that there may be many particular affecting 
circumstances in my sins, which no form will express so plainly as I have 
need to express them for the moving of my sorrow." P. 285. ** If I 
find my heart ready, and so composed, that I dare venture upon what we 
call a convinced prayer, it being of my own invention, by the asssistanca 
of the Spirit, may more perfectly suit my condition, in all than one fi-amed 
by another to my hand." P. 81, 82. " Though constantly to use that 
way, may make our devotion more slight and disorderly, through the 
coldness, dulness, or heedlessness of our heart, or through distractions, en- 
cumbrances, or like mischiefs : and it may often occasion the omission ef 
many necessary things, through incognitancy, and unavoidable forget- 
fulness." P. 8. ^ But whether the words in which we utter ourselves 
be forethought or sudden, provided they fitly and reverently express the 
inward sense of our hearts, it matters not, nor is it at all essential to 
prayer." P. 81. "Be the words whose they will, my praying them, 
i. e. offering them up to God, with a heart suitable to them, haUi made 
them a§ much mine, as if I had invented, contrived, dictated, or penned 
them at first." 

The manner then of expressing yourselves in my words, or in your 
own, or others, I leave, as here this author does, at liberty : and any helps 
that I have offered, in the following specimens, you may take or refuse^ 
as you see good : only I must with all earnestness beseech you to take 
care, and to make conscience that the thing be daily done, and that 
heartily, as to the Lord ; as ever you hope to reap any real good from the 
labours of your ministers, or ever to see their faces, or the face of God 
with comfort in that great day, when we must all give up our last ac- 
counts, and be finally determined for our everlasting state. When sudi 
as could not be prevailed with to give themselves to prayer, and to call 
upon the name of God, now in the day of grace, this time of mercy, shall 
with fruitless desires, wish themselves out of being ; and no less vainly, 
than desperately, call upon rocks and mountains to fall upon them, and 
to hide them from his face, and to save them from his wrath in the day of 
judgment, that time of recompense and fury. And, therefore, accordii^ 
to that most cogent admonition of the author of the Whole Duty of Man, 
part 5, sect. 12. " Let no man that professes himself a Christian, keep 
so heathenish a family, as not to see that God be daily worshipped in it." 
To which let that be added of the other author afore quoted, p. 15, 
** Prayer with the family, no one who would have God to bless his family,' 
can think that he may neglect.*? And I shall give no further exhortation 
here to family prayer ;* because I have done so much to that purpose 
since the first edition hereof, in another book written upon that particular 
argument. 

Beloved, I am more sensible of my own frailty, than to reckon upoo ft 

* The bell rung to prayen. 
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^f mach longer continuanoe in the world, which we all shall find to be so 
'!>/ ihort a thoroughfare to the place of our eternal abode : and while I live, 
^1 I desire nothing more from 70 u^ than the consolation of observing your 
nl demotion, and striving together with me in your prayers for your own 
if «lvatioD. And when 1 am dead and gone, I would leave behind me, 
I not only some token of my love to you ; but also some assistance in that 
I way of your duty, wherein you are to follow those who are already en« 
f tered into the heavenly glory. 

1 am apt to think, that some who are convinced of this duty, to use 

daily prayers, and who also feel an inclination to it, and some disposed- 

ness for it in their hearts, may yet be under a discouragement for want 

of suitable helps in a readiness to discharge the work. — For such, alas I 

is the dullness and indifierency of sinful men to that which is best for 

them, and which most highly concerns them, that they are not apt to be 

solicitous, so as they used to show themselves in their worldly concerns, 

to seek out after the provisions and conveniences for the spiritual life, 

unless these &11 directly in their way, and are set just before them. And 

therefore, this prayer-book I have had in my thoughts to provide, and 

put into the hands of some of the poorer sort ; and, without imposing up« 

on any, I would also move such able friends as may favour the design, to 

lend a charitable hand in assisting to furnish more of these poor creatures, 

who, by the help of such a gift, might be put in a way to get the best and 

greatest riches ; but I shall not offer to disturb any that are in the posses- 

■ion of better means already ; no, let them go on with the use of them, wad 

God^s blessing be upon them : and if but any thing here should be found 

agreeable and useful to others, they are at liberty to collect and tako 

what they will, and pass over the rest. For, as the celebrated Dr. Ham- 

iMmd tells us. Prat. Cat. Lib. 3. Sect. 2. Ans. 5. " The church being 

obeyed in the observation of the prescribed liturgy in public, it is not 

lupposed by our church, but that every one in private may ask his own 

wants in what form of words he shall think fit : yet, that he may do it 

fitly and reverently, it will not be amiss for him to acquaint himself with. 

the several addresses to God which the Book of Psalms, and other parts of 

Holy Writ, and other helps of devotion, will afford him, either to use, aa 

he finds them fit for the present purpose, or by those patterns to direct 

and prepare himself to do the like." 

Now, may this poor attempt of mine be an invitation to some of mj 
pious and learned brethem in the ministry, to set out some better enter- 
tainment for their people ; and I shall be abundantly satisfied and pleased 
to see the thing promoted, and still further improved ; though my whole 
performance should be vacated and excluded, to make room for othen 
deserving the precedence. In the mean time, may a blessing from above 
follow these small endeavours of mine, and make Uiem prosperous, in any 
measure, to help your devotion : and that you may in the use of any 
prayers here set before you, find some advantage to your souls, and th* 
daily promotion of your sanctification, peace and salvation, is the eameit 
desire and prayer of 

Your devoted Servant, 

In the work of our Lord, 

B. 
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Fostscnpt to tVie Readers. 



"Besides the addition of some prayers here, more thas 
were in the first impression, which you will find marked 
with an asterisk in the contents ; these latter editions do 
give me the opportunity of making some corrections to 
my own, and I hope also to others' better satisfaction $ yet 
have I held my hand from altering much, lest the book 
should now appear another thing than before, to the 
offence of any that have been purchasers of the other ; but 
the perusers who are observant, may perceive here so 
many corrections and amendments, as will give some ad- 
vantage to such as shall think fit to make themselves 
owners of this. 

I should have enlarged the forms for families in several 
parts, especially in those pertaining to the confessions of 
sin $ which (as an excellent bishop of this church, upon the 
survey of this book, according to his wise and humble piety, 
was pleased to give me his sense) need more to be insisted 
upon than commonly we find ; but that I feared such en- 
largements of the prayers, might hinder many families from 
using them at all : and though now I was solicited again, 
to hasten another review, in order to the impression, more 
additions you might have seen throughout the book, but 
that I should thus have made it too chargeable for some 
pockets, and too bulky for any. 

The many emendations, therefore, which intelligent pe- 
rusers may observe in this new edition will not add either 
to the size or price ; but only make some things more 
smooth and easy to those of inferior capacity; and the 
intermixture of many more words here than formerly, may 
better engage the attention, and quicken the sense of com- 
mon readers. 

May it please God to give the perusers of these helps 
serious minds and praying hearts, the good intention, and 
fervent devotion, to make the fuel here prepared flame on 
the altar ; and when thy soul, reader, is so raised heaven- 
ward, send up one kind petition for his saving mercy o^ 
the poor unworthy Author. 
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OFFICES OF DEVOTION. 



■at/er for devotion, and a Right Frame of 
^nrit in the Worship of God, 

MOST High and Holy, Blessed and Glori- 
ous Lord ray God ! Thou wilt be sanctified 
■m that come nigh thee ; and thou art great- 
be feared, and to be had in continual reve- 
of all that are about thee. Be pleased to 
ify tny heart with thy grace, that I may 
ify the Lord God in my heart; and so draw 
unto thee, that thou niayest draw nigh un- 
:: and in such manner pour out my heart 
B thee, that thou mayest pour down thy 
snly blessings and favours upon me. 
esire, O my God, to meet thee in thy ways; 
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would make my prayers sin and abomination to .- 
the Lord. And as thou* hast made me sensible 
of my duty, and of my o^vn insufliciency to dis- 
charge it as I ought, so may thy good Spirit help . 
my infirmities, and increase my abilities for thy "^ 
service; that without sinful dulness or distrac- 
tions, I may worship thee in spirit and in truth ; 
and serve thee with reverence and godly fear: 
yea, with all readiness and love, and delight in 
approaching unto God. 

Instruct me, gracious Lord, in the knowledge 
of thy will; and assist me in the way of my duty: 
that I may both understand what is thy pleasure 
concerning me; and also may find grace sufilicient 
to perform it. O make me such a spiritual wor- 
shipper as thou dost seek; and my service such 
a spiritual sacrifice as thou wilt accept. 

Help me, my strength and my Redeemer, to 
offer up my heart and myself, together with my 

Erayers and addresses, unto thee: that 1 may not 
e rash ^vith my mouth, nor hasty in my heart, 
to utter any thing rudely before thee ; nor draw 
nigh to thee, with my lips and body, when my 
heart is far from thee: but that heart and soul, 
and all that is within me, may be taken up in a 
devout, and faithful, and affectionate attendance 
upon thee. 

And thou that hearest prayers, O quicken me, 
that I may call upon thy name. And let me re- 
ceive such grace from thee, as may enable me to 
perform acceptable service unto thee; through 
the beloved of my soul, my only Saviour and pre- 
yailing Advocate, Jesus Christ Jimeiu 
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Ji Family Prayer^ in the Order of our LortTs 

Prayer. 

OGOD, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by eternal generation: the Father of all 
things, by temporal creation : and the Father of 
thy people, by adoption and spiritual regenera- 
tion ! what manner of love is this, that we, rebels 
against heaven, slaves of satan, and children of 
wrath, shall be made the children of the Most 
High, and heirs of everlasting glory! We are 
thine, O Lord^ for thou hast made us out of no- 
thing, and looked upon us in our blood, to set us 
op again, after we had destroyed ourselves. 
Thou art in heaven, O that we may in heart and 
mind, thither ascend; and with all lowliness wor- 
ship at the footstool of thy glorious Majesty. 
Thou art our Father: O that we may with trust 
and delight, as children, draw nigh unto thee : 
who hast all fulness both of power and mercy, 
to do for us. And may we also love as brethren, 
and still hold together as dear children of the 
same heavenly Father. 

And O that all the world may give thee, our 
God, the glory due to thy great name ! that thou 
mayest be more known, and feared, and loved, 
and honoured, by us, and by all men, as our su- 
preme Lord, and as our chiefest good : that we 
may glorify thee as we ought, in our thoughts 
and desires, and in our words and ways ! 

O that the kingdom of sin and satan may be 
still more and more weakened, till they b 
utterly destroyed ! That all the powers on earth 
may use for thee the authority wUch they have 
received from thee ! That all the kiug^dota^ oiC 

B a 



18 The LorcTs Prayer in Paraphrase. 

the world may become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ; and Jerusalem be made 
the joy and praise of the whole earth! O that 
Christ may dwell and rule in our hearts by his 
spirit and grace ; and make us a willing people, 
the faithful subjects of his holy kingdom; and 
still reign over us here, till we are made fit to 
live and reign with him and all his redeemed, in 
the heavenly glory for ever. O th©u blessed and 
^nly Potentate ! let thy kingdom come, so 

Eowerfully into us, that thy will may be done still 
lithfully and cheerfully by us. 
And may thy will and word, O Lord, and the 
way of thy salvation, be every where known up- 
on earth. Let the light of thy gospel shine and 
prevail, and win more proselytes daily through- 
out the world. O send the means of grace, where 
they are not ; and make them prosperous and 
successful where they are. Let the will of thy 
word and, will of our God, be the rule of our 
lives, to guide and sway us in all our ways. 
Make us more conformable to thy will in all that 
thou requirest of us; and more submissive to thy 
will in all that thou layest upon us. Yea, make us 
pleased with whatever is thy pleasure; and great- 
ly to love thy word, and delight to do thy will, 
and joyfully and cheerfully to serve thee; as thy 
glorious angels and saints above, whose heaven it 
is to please and enjoy the Lord. 

And, till we are fitted for the better glorious 
life to come, give us, O Father, of thy gracious 
bounty, all things needful and convenient for oar 
present being here. Preserve us from all the 
snares and dangers that attend both the pros- 
perous and the afflicted state. When we have 
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this world's good, O that we may use it wisely 
and piously, to thy glory : and whenever thou 
takest it from us, make us contented, and patient, 
and thankful; and the more intent upon that 
good which shall never be taken away. O good 
God ! we beg, that still we may be in that state 
of body which thou knowest to be best for our 
souls ; and that all which we have in this life, 
may tend and help to speed us to the blessed 
life immortal. 

We are ashamed and sorry that we have so 
much and so long dishonoured thy blessed 
name ; disobeyed thy holy word, and abused thy 
rich mercy. We desire to return and ta be re- 
conciled to our God; to be humble and penitent 
fiwr our sins, and to entreat thy gracious favour 
in Jesus Christ, for the pardon of them. Forgive 
us, we beseech thee, O Father of mercies, for 
his sake, all the sins that ever we have com- 
mitted against thee ; especially, we beg to be 
discharged from those wasting and presumptuous 
sins, committed against the strivings of thy Spirit, 
and the checks of our own enlightened minds, 
that have made the saddest breaches upon our 
peace, and filled our souls with the dread of thy 
wrath. O give us tokens for good, to persuade 
and assure our hearts that thou hast such mercy 
in store for us. And incline our hearts, O Lord, 
io forgive, and to be merciful, as we need to be 
forgiven, and as we desire to obtain mercy. 

And, that iniquities may not prevail against 
na, to spoil us for the future, subdue them, O God 
of all grace, by the power of thy Holy Spirit; 
and never suffer us to be tempted above the 
strength wherewith thy grace shall sm^^Vj >^^ 
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Make us wary to avoid all the temptations we 
can, and strong in the Lord to overcome what 
we must encounter. We are poor, frail crea- 
tures: but thou, O Lord Almighty, art stronger 
than the strong one: O do thou protect us, we 
beseech thee, by thy powerful aids : and so keep 
us from falling, that we may never be made a 

firey to the cruel murderer of souls; nor be de- 
ivered into those bitter pains of eternal death, 
which are the sad wages of our sins ; but may 
find a way to escape every snare, and be pre- 
served safe to thy heavenly kingdom. 

For thine is the kingdom : O Lord most high! 
thou art the King of all the world; and happy 
are they who are under the conduct of thy good 
Spirit, as the willing subjects of thy spiritual 
kingdom. We desire and beg that we may ail 
"he found of that happy number. Save, Lord, 
and let the King of heaven hear us wlien we caH. 

We ask great things at thy hands, but not tcA^ 
great for the Almighty God to grant: for thiniS ' 
is the power: and lliou art able to do for us ex- 
ceedingly abundantly, even above all that we 
ask or think: O reveal thy glorious arm, to do 
the things worthy of God, which none but Ihy 
blessed Self can do; in forgiving, and healing, 4 
and helping us, who have undone ourselves, and ' 
are hopeless and helpless in ourselves. 

Thine is the glory : O God, and such are the 
Wonders of thy grace, to get thee glory in the 
salvation of those that were lost. 

Therefore, though we are exceedingly guilty 
and utterly unworthy, yet we do pray and hope, 
that thou wilt glorify thy mercy, to remember us 
in our low estate ; and to relieve us in all our 
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wants and straits, who forsake every refuge else 
to come to thee, O blessed God, alone; and have 
all our expectation from thee ; and have all oor 
dependence upon thee; trusting only in thy gra- 
cious goodness, through the all-sntfacient merita 
and mediation of our blessed Redeemer; and 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to eternal life. 

And to thee, O great and glorious Lord our 
God, wliose kingdom ruleth overall; to thee 
who dost whatever thou pfcasest in heaven and 
inearth; to thee who showeth forth all thy glo- 
ry to the blessed that are in thy presence, be 
gloiy in the highest, and all thanks and praise 
ascribed of us, and of all the world, for ever 
md ever. Anien. 

Morning Prayer for a Family. 

OLORD, the blessed God of our salvationi \ 
thou art the hope of all the ends of the 
earth, upon whom the eyes of ail do wait: for 
(hou givest unto all life, and breath, and all 
Ihiiigs. In thee we ever live, and move and are; 
and upon thee we continually do depend for all 
llie good that ever we have, or hope for. Still 
thou takest care of us, and watchest for good 
OFcr US; even in our reel and sleep, when we 
have not so much as any thoughts of caring for 
ourselves; and daily thou renewest to us our 
lives, and thy mercies; every morning giving us 
new occasions still for thy praise, and our thank- 
fulness. And tliou hast given us the assurance 
of thy word, that if we commit our affairs to thee, 
"jiowledge thee in all our ways, Ihou wilt 
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establish our thoughts, and direct oqr path 
And therefore we desire, O Lord, still to put 
ourselves under thy gracious conduct, and thjf 
fatheHj protection; and to beg thy heavenlj 
guidance and blessing, and assistance of th} 
good Spirit, to choose our inheritance for us; 
and to dispose of us, and of all that concerns us, 
to the glory of thy name. 

O Lord, withdraw not thy tender mercies from 
us, nor the comforts of thy presence, nor the as- 
sistance of thy Spirit ; for our great contempt 
and manifold abuses of all such grace and good- 
ness. Never punish our past sins, by giving U8 
over to the love and power of our sins; but give 
us true penitent hearts for all the evils committed 
by us ; and thy merciful discharge from all the 
;uilt that lies upon us. And grant us, O good 
ioo, the comfortable sense and apprehension 
of thy gracious acceptance of us, and thy merci- 
ful intentions towards us in the Son of thy love, 
the Lover of our souls : that our spuls may bless 
thee, and all that is within us may praise thy 
holy name. 

And O that we may find the joy of the Lord 
to be our strength, to enable us against our sins; 
especially the sins to which we are most addict- 
ed, and whereof we are in greatest danger; and 
to make us also more ready to every good work, 
and better disposed for all the duties of piety, 
justice, charity and sobriety, which we ovve to 
thee our God, to odr neighbour and ourselves: 
that herein we may exercise ourselves to have 
always the conscience void of offence towards 
God, and towards men. O help us to walk cir- 
cumspectly, not as fools, but as wise; carefully 
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redeeming the time that we hare loift, and con- 
^ scientiously improving all those sea30n8, and 
* means of grace, which thou art pleased to put 
^ into our hands, for the best profit end advantage 
\ of our souls. And while we are upon earth, O 
give us all things needful and convenient for our 
present pilgrimage; and sanctify to us all our 
enjoyments, and all estates that we ^o through, 
and all events that now befall us ; till, through 
the merits of thy Son, and the multitude of thy 
mercies, we are conducted safe to be ever witn 
the Lord, Amidst all our other affairs in this 
world, O let us never forget or neglect the one 
thing needful; but be in greatest care so to de- 
mean ourselves every day, as may forward our 
comfortable accounts in the great day of thy ap- 
pearing and glory. 

O gracious Father ! keep us we beseech thee, 
this day in thy fear and favour; and help us to 
live to thv honour and glory. If thou guide us 
not, wc^ shall run into errors ; if thou preserve us 
not, we shall fall into dangers : O let thy good 
providence be our defence and security ; and let 
thy holy Spirit be our guide and counsellor in all 
our ways. And grant that we may take the 
ways and courses agreeable to thy will, and ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, through Jesus Christ; in 
whose sacred name and words we close up these 
our imperfect requests to thee, Our Father, &c. 
Let thy grace, Lord Jesus Christ, thy love, 
heavenly Father, thy comfortable fellowship, 
holy blessed Spirit, be with us, and with all 
whom we ought to beg thy mercy for in our 
prayers, this day, and for ever more. Atnen. 
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Another Morning Prayer for a Fami^. 

OLORD, thou ari the God whose we are, 
and whom we oa^ht to sejve, with all the 
endowments and abilities for thy service, where- 
with thou hast bleesed us. For thou hast laid up- 
on us all the obfigations of thy laws ; and all the 
endearments of thy love, to be faithful in the 
covenant of our God; and to abound in the work 
of the Lord. And we desire to humble our sin- 
ful selves here before thee, that our lilies hiave 
been so unserviceable to thee, and so full of pro- 
vocation against thee; that the dishonour which 
we have done thee, O Lord, has by many de- 

{jrees, exceeded all the service; that we have 
ived to ourselves, more than to the Lord and 
Giver of our lives; and we have served our own 
lusts and pleasures more than thy holy blessed 
will ; which is the rule of all righteousness, and 
in the performance whereof, there is the greatest 
reward. O how we have disbelieved thy truths, 
disobeyed thy commands, disregarded thy pro- 
mises and threats ! and resisted and defeated all 
thy gracious methods to reclaim us from the evil 
of our ways, and to bring us over entirely to thy- 
self. 

We have sinned against thee, our God, to the 
iofinite wrong and damage of our own souls, and 
by our sins we have spoiled and destroyed our- 
selves ; but it is not in us to recover and save 
ourselves. No : in thee alone is all our help. 
Yea, thou hast laid help upon one that is mighty 
and able to save to the uttermost all that come 
to God through hinl : through whom thou hast 
encouraged us to come boldly to thy throne of 
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grace, Ihat we may obtain mercy, atid find grace 
to-hetp In every time of need, hi him, therefore, 
we beg, Lord, that thou wiit be recoiuriled to ii3, 
and at peace HJlh us; as a Father of mercies, 
and a God of consolation. 

And for his sake, enable us also, ive beseech 
thee, to demean ourselves as becojiies Ihe chil- 
dren of God, the redeemed of the Lord, and the 
members and followers of Jesus Cliriat. O put 
Buch principles of grace and holiness into our 
hearts, as may make us to hate all iiiiquJiy, and 
every false way. And put ihy spirit wilhin us, 
causing us to walk in thy statutes, and to keep 
thy judgments, and to do them. Nor only lay 
thy commands upon us, but be pleased, 
],ord, to enable us Ibr ihc performance of every 
duty required of us. And so engage our hearts 
to (liyself, that we may make it our mesit and 
di-iiik to do thyM'ilhand with enlarged hearts, 
run the way of ihy commands. O makeourser- 
vices acceptable to thee while we live, and our 
souls ready for thee when we die. And as long 
as we are in this world, keep us, O Lord our 
God, from the evil of it, and from the snares and 
dangers which thou knowest we are continually 
exposed lo in it. O mnke our passage safe and 
Bure, through all the changes, troubles, tcmpta- 
lions. and various conditions of this mortal life, 
lo the unchangeable glories and felicities, of life 
everlasting. 

Be merciful to iis, good Lord, and bless us, 
ami keep us this day, in all our ways, and in all 
our lawful desigtts and undertakings; and may 
We take nothing in hand, but what is warranted 
b thy word. O let us be in the fear of the 
C 
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Lord all the day long; let thy fear be ever befi^rc 
our eyes to restrain us from the things provoking 
to our God, and destructive to our souls. And 
let thy love abound in our hearts, and sweolly 
&nd powerfully constrain us to all faithful nnd 
cheerful obedience, acceptable in thy si}>bt, 
through him that has loved and redeemed us; 
even the Lord our righteousness; in whose blrss- 
ed name, and the words of prayer which him^ 
self has taught us, we continue praying, t)ur 
Father, &c. 

The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, be with us, and with all fhat 
belung to us, this day, and for evermore. Amen* 



A third Morning Prayer. 

OLORD God, merciful and gracious, long 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth! Thou keepest mercy for thousands, par- 
donest iniquity, transgression and sin, and <lost 
not retain thy anger for ever, because (hou 
delightest in mercy. How excellent is thy lov-. 
ing kindness, O God! therefore do the sons of 
men put their trust under the shadow of tliy 
wings. And therefore do we desire still to *ook 
up to that bountiful hand of thine, from wh«^nc-e 
we evermore have received all our good tli ngs. 
O Lord our God! be thou pleased to look do\\n 
mercifully upon us, and be gracious and faviiuni- 
ble to us, as thou usest to be unto those that love 
thy name. O look not upon the sin of our na- 
ture, nor the sins of our hearts and lives; \«hii*h 
are more than we can remember, and gri^ater 
than we can express ; and such as make us ^eem 
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vile, even in our own eyes, and so highly guilty 
b»»fore thy holy Majesty, that it is of the Lord^s 
mercies we are not consumed, because thy com- 
passions fail not. But behold us in mercy, 
through the merits and mediation of thy Son 
our Saviour, who did no sin, and was manifested 
that he might take away our sins: by whom it is 
that we have this access to the Majesty on high, 
and encouragement to come into thy presence, 
to ask what we need, and what thou aboundest 
with, and art inclinable to make thy poor crea- 
tures happy in tht eiyoyment of. 

And seeing there is in Christ Jesus an infinite 
fulness of all that ever we can want or wish to 
make us holy, and to ^make us most blessed 
eternally: O that we may all receive of his ful- 
ness grace sufficient for us ; to pardon our sins 
and subdue our iniquities; to justify our persons, 
and to sanctify our souls; and to complete upon 
our hearts and lives that holy renovating change, 
which may still more and more transform us into 
the blessed image after which thou didst create 
us ; and make us still more meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of thy saints in light. 

And teach us,OLord our God, to use this world 
without abusing it, and to enjoy the things of it, 
withoutloosingour partin thy love, which is better 
than life. Whatever we have of the world, O 
may we have the same with thy leave and love, 
sanctified to us by the word of God, and prayer; 
and by the right employment and improvement 
thereof to thy glory, who art the gracious Giver 
of all our good things. And whatsoever we want 
of the things of this life, O Lord our heavenly 
Father, leave us not destitute of any of tJho«A 
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things that accompany salvation, but adorn our 
souls with all such graces of thy holy Spirit, as 
may enable us to adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things, by such a conversation as 
does become it. 

Help us, O gracious Lord, in the whole of our 
duty to, thee our God; and also in the discharge 
of all relative duties which we owe to men, 
whether superiors, equals, or inferiors, all with 
whom we have our conversation in the world: 
that we may walk wisely toward them that are 
without, and kindly toward them that are within; 
and not be justly offensive unto any ; but, what 
in us lies, useful and beneficial to all. And 
thus let us pass the time of our sojourning here, in 
thy fear and favour, and to thy honour and glory? 
that at our last review thereof, thy name may 
have the praise, and our souls the comforl, in 
the hour of death, and in the great day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

And now that thou hast renewed our lives and 
thy mercies to us this morning, help us, good 
God, to renew our desires, and resolutions, and 
endeavours, to live in the obedience of thy holy 
will, and to the honour of thy blessed name. 
restrain us from the evils ^and follies into which 
we are prone to fall ; and quicken us to the 
offices and duties which we are averse to per- 
form. And grant that we may think and speaky: 
and will and do, the things becoming the children 
of our heavenly Father; and so find the strong 
consolation of thy gracious acceptance in Jesus 
Christ our Saviour; who, when we pray, hatf 
taught us to say, Our Father, &c« 
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A fourth Morning Prayer. 

OLORD God, that hearest prayer, and art 
nigh to all that call upon thee in truth, 
having thine ears open to a world of creatures, 
that continually depend upon thee ! As we are 
moved by our own necessities, so are we en- 
couraged by the daily experience of thy mercies 
still to shelter ourselves under the shadow of thy 
wings, and to continue our suits and supplications 
at the throne of thy grace. And we beg of thee, 
ivho fashioneth all the hearts of the sons of men, 
that thou wilt prepare our hearts to come into 
thy holy presence and to call upon thy blessed 
name, in due and acceptable manner. O! pour 
upon us the spirit of grace and of supplications; 
and let thy good Spirit help our infirmities, and 
teach us to pray, and to ask such things, and in 
such a way, as shall be most agreeable to thy 
will, and most advantageous to our souls. 

For we, who are but poor worms, and sinful 
dust and ashes ; that have too much cause to be 
afraid, lest our great and manifold sins have 
provoked thee to hide thy face from us, and to 
shut up thy loving kindness in displeasure 
against us, have taken upon us to speak unto 
thee, the Sovereign Majesty of heaven and earth. 
For we have done foolishly and wick-^dly, in 
not hearkening to the calls of thy word, nor 
yielding to the monitions of thy Spirit, to walk 
in the ways which thou hast set before us. Our 
iniquities are increased over our heads, our tres- 
passes are grown even up to heaven, and our sins 
are a sore burden, too grievous and heavy for 
OB to bean They are i^giute debts, and sad 
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accounts ; for which if thou, O Lord, shouldst 

^nter into judgment with us, we could not an- 
swer thee one of a thousand; but must lay our 
hands upon our mouths, and plead nothing but 
guilty, having our whole dependence upon thy 

^meroy. 

O God, be merciful to us, miserable sinners, 
for his sake, whom thou hast exalted to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to thy 
people, and forgiveness oi their sins: be merci- 
ful to us, we pray thee, and heal our souls, that 
have greatly sinned against thee, O heal our 

^ackslidings, renew us to true repentance, es- 
tablish our hearts in thy true fear and love, and 
establish our goings in thy holy ways; that we 
may not be so wavering and bent to backsliding, 
nor revolt from thee to turn to folly, after thou 
in mercy hast spoken peace to our souls ; but 
may go on conquering and to conquer all the 
enemies of our souls, and all the hinderances of 

.our salvation, till satan be bruised under our feet 
O thou God of all grace! bring such thoughts 

♦to our minds, and lay such considerations home 
powerfully upon our hearts, as thou knowest 
most effectual to prevail with us, to work us in 
thy will, and to keep us from our iniquity with- 
in the bounds of our duty, till thou receive us into 
the blessed kingdom of thy glory, ^nd, in the 
mean time, sanctify to us all thy dealings with 

^us; and bless us in all our undertakings, and in 
all our conditions, fruitions and relations. Make 

41S humble in an hiafh estate, contented in a low, 

•and still duly careful of our souls in all; follow- 
ing after the thmgs now which will bring us true 
peace and comfort at the last. 
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Dispose of Us, we beseech thee, *our God, and 
of all that concerns us this day, to the glory of 
thy name. O keep us at all times, and in all 
places and companies, from the evil of sin, and 
from all other evils, to which the gVeatness rf 
our sins does make us liable. And take thou, O 
heavenly Father, the gracious charge, and 
guidance, and government of us ; and so lead us 
here in all our ways, with thy counsel, that 
hereafter thou mayest receive us into thy glory; 
through thy tender mercies, and our Saviour's 
abundant merits : in whose own words, we beg 
all things needful for ourselves and others, at 
thy hands. ''|^ 

Our Father, &c. r '. 



A fifth Morning Prayer 

OLORD our God! thy name is most excel* 
lent in all the earth : thou hast set up thy 
glory above the heavens, and thou art worthy 
to be celebrated with everlasting praises of men 
and angels ; for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure it is that they are and were 
created. Thy hands, O Lord, have made us and 
fashioned us, and thou hast breathed into our 
nostrils the breath of life; yea, still thou boldest 
our souls in life, and givest us every good thing 
that makes our lives a blessing and a comfort to 
us. Thou hast formed us for thyself, that we 
should show forth thy praise, and live to thy 
glory, as we do continually live upon thy bounty. 
But, O Lord our Gqd ! we have not brought 
thee the glory which thou hast made us cabbie 
of, and so many ways obliged us to ; instead of 
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that, O how greatlj have we dishonoured thee, 
our God, in the whole course and conduct of our 
lives ^ time after time, forgetting the gracious 
Giver of all our good things, who art never un* 
IDindful of us. And O how soon have we been 
Weary to do thee service, who art never weary 
to do us good ! Yea, we have not only neglect* 
ed thy work, but have been disobedient against 
thy word, and have taken bold liberties, to good 
after our own foolish and hurtful lusts, in such 
ways of living as thy laws and our own hearts 
disallow and condemn us for. 

And for these things we desire to pour out our 
hearts, and to humble our sinful selves Jiere be- 
fore thee ; entreating thy gracious favour, for the 
Bake of that mercy of thine in Christ Jesus, who 
has moved thee to spare us so long, and to do 
60 much for us already, that thou wilt be pleased 
to give us repentance and pardon for all that is 
past, wherein we have oflfended thee ; whether in 
omitting of our duty, or failing in it, or doing 
contrary to it. However we have transgressed, 
O humble us duly under the sense of it ; and, for 
thy dear Son's sake, absolve us thoroughly from 
the guilt of it 

And strengthen us, good Lord, with might, by 
the spirit in the inner man, to make us more 
watchful against, and more victorious over, the 
corruption of our nature, the temptations of the 
devil, and the distractions and allurements of 
this sinful world, wherein we live. O destroy 
in us every vicious inclination, every evil habit, 
and rebellious notion, that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God, and against the obedi- 
ence of our Lord Jesus Christ And increase 
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and confirm in us, still morte and more, thj trae 
knowledge and faith, and fear, and love; and 
every grace of thy holy Spirit, which thou know- 
est to be most wanting in us, and necessary Sot 
08; such as may make our lives still more coBlf^ 
Ibrtable to ourselves, more profitable to othertti 
and more to the glory of thy name. And how- 
ever it goes with us, as to the concerns of this 
present time, O that we may still be found in 
the way of our duty, fearing God, and working 
righteousness; that we may secure our interest 
in the great Saviour of the world, so that when 
all here shall fail us, thou mayest take us up^ 
and be the strength of our hearts, and our por- 
tion for evermore. 

Day by day we magnify thee, O Lord, who 
makest every day of our lives still a fijrther ad- 
dition to ^hy mercies. We bless thee for oar 
last night^s preservation and protection, and for 
the rest and refreshment which thou hast given 
as therein. O cause us to hear thy loving kind- 
ness in the morning, for in thee do we trust; 
cause us to know the way wherein we shall go^ 
for we lift up our souls to thee. Cast us not 
away from thy presence ; take not thy holy Spi- 
rit from us ; but direct all oOr ways to please 
thee our God, that thou may est crown us with 
blessing and good success. Help us to see thy 
power, to own thy presence, to admire thy wis- 
dom, and to love thy goodness in all thy crea- 
tores. And by all the comforts of creatures, O 
draw our hearts still nearer to thyself, the bless- 
ed Creator of every comfort ; and let our medi- 
tations of God be sweet as well as frequent, that 
delighting ourselves in the Lord, thou maye9l 
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giv6 unto us the desires of our hearts. Such thy 
mercy and grace we beg for ourselves, and all 
ours, and thine, every where, in our great Medi- 
ator's form of prayer. Our Father, &c. 



^ Sixth Mormng Prayer 

WE do here present ourselves this morn- 
ing before thy heavenly glorious Majes- 
ty, most blessed Lord our God, with the desire 
of our souls, to pay unto thee that tribute of ho- 
mage and service, and prayer and praise, which 
thou hast made us capable of, and every way 
obliged us to. We desire to perform the same 
in such a manner, that thou mayest mercifully 
accept us and our services, at the hands of 
Christ Jesus. In his great name welcome to 
thee, at thy command, and worship here at thy 
footstool, to beg thy pardon and peace, the in- 
crease of thy grace, and the tokens of thy love. 
For we are not worthy that thou shouldst, in 
any way of mercy, take notice of us, or be en- 
treated by us: but worthy is the Lamb of God, 
slain to take away the sins of the world, for 
whose sake do thou, O Lord, mercifully look up- 
on us ; for he has ftilfilled those holy laws, which 
we have broken, and perfectly satisfied the jus- 
tice of heaven, for all our breaches of them. 
And in him thou art a God gracious and merci- 
ful, to poor sinners, who deserve nothing from 
thee, but to be forsaken and abhorred by thee. 
Unto us belong shame and confusion of face for 
our sins, and fearful expectation of all the judg- 
ments and miseries which thy holy laws de- 
nounce against sinners : if thou, Lord, shouldst 
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be extreme to mark what we have done amiss ; 
if thou shouldst deal with us and proceed 
against us as injustice thou mightest. 

But, O gracious Father, regard not what we 
have done against thee, .but what our blessed 
Saviour has done for us'; not what we have made 
ourselves, but what he is made of thee, our God 
unto us. And O that Christ may be to every one 
of our souls, what he is to all thy faithful people, 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sa notification, 
and redemption ; that his precious blood may 
cleanse us from all our sins; and that the grace 
of thy holy Spirit may further renew and sanctify 
our souls, and subdue our iniquities, and mortify 
our lusts ; and quicken us to, and enable us for the 
performance of all the duties of thy holy service. 
O let not sin reign in our mortal bodies, that we 
should obey it in the lust thereof. Let there be 
no sin in us but what is felt and hated, bewailed 
and resisted by us; and let us approve our very 
hearts to thee, the Searcher of them; and all 
our ways still pleasing in thy sight 

O teach us to know thee, our God, and enable 
us to do thy will as we ought to do. Give us 
hearts to fear thee, and love thee; to trust and 
deliorht in thee, iind to adhere and cleave in 
faithfulness unto thee. That no temptations may 
draw us, nor any tribulations drive us from thee; 
but that all thy dispensatiofis to us, and all thy 
dealings with us, may be the messengers of thy 
love to our souls, to bring us still nearer to thy 
blessed self, and to make us still fitter for thy 
heavenly kingdom. Quicken us. O Lord, in our 
dulness; that we may not serve thee in a lifeless 
and listless manner; but may abound in thy 
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work, and be fervent in spirit, serving the Lonl. 
And make us also faithfut in all the offices of 
intercourse with our neighbours; that we may 
be r6ady to do good, and bear evil, and forbear 
revenge; and be just and kind, merciful and 
meek, peaceable and patient, sober and tem- 
perate, humble and self-denying, inoffensive and 
useful in the world. That so glorifying thee 
here upon earth, we may at our departure hence, 
enter into the joy of our Lord, and be forever 
glorified in thy heavenly kingdom. 

O thou that hast kept us alive to this day, and 
hast been still good and kind to us all our days, 
renew thy mercy to us, we beseech thee, to- 
gether with this morning ligiit ; and as thod 
makest the outgoings of the morning and evening 
to rejoice, so lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon us, and make us glad with the tokens of thy 
love; and thou that art ever present with us, O 
make us ever well aware of thy presence, that 
we duly remember thee in all our ways, and 
wisely and piously demean ourselves in all our 
affairs. Be with us, good Lord, at our going out, 
and our coming in; and let thy grace follow u3 
this day, and all the days of our life. Be thoU 
our guide unto death, in death our comfort, and 
after death our portion and happiness everlasting* 
O hear us from heaven, thy dwellingplace ; anui 
when thou hearest, have mercy : forgive the sinfl 
of our persons, and the sins of our prayers; and 
do more for us than we are worthy to expect l^^ 
tliy hands, for his sake, who alone is worthy ; iti 
whose comprehensive words we sum up all oili 
desires. Our Father, &c. 
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rile, even in our own eyes, and so highly guilty 
before thy holy Majesty, that it is of the Lord's 
mercies we are not consumed, because thy com- 
passions fail not. But behold us in nwrcy, 
through the merits and mediation of thy Son 
our Saviour, who did no sin, and was manifested 
that he might take away our sins : by whom it is 
that we have this access to the Majesty on high, 
1 and encouragement to come into thy presence, 
to ask what we need, and what thou aboundest 
with, and art inclinable to make thy poor crea- 
tures happy in the enjoyment of. 

And seeing there is in Christ Jesus an infinite 
fulness of all that ever we can want or wish to 
make us holy, and to make us inost blessed 
eternally : O that we may all receive of his ful- 
ness grace sufficient for us ; to pardon our sins 
and subdue our iniquities; to justify our persons, 
and to sanctify our souls; and to complete upon 
our hearts and lives that holy renovating change, 
which may still more and more transform us into 
the blessed image after which thou didst create 
us; and make us still more meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of thy saints in light. 

And teach us,OLord our God, to use this world 
without abusing it, and to enjoy the things of it, 
without loosing our part in thy love, which is better 
than life. Whatever we hive of the world, O 
may we have the same with thy leave and love, 
Baiictitied to us by the word of God, and prayer; 
and by the right employment and improvement 
thereof to thy glory, who art the gracious Giver 
of all our good things. And whatsoever we want 
of the things of this life, O Lord our heavenly 
Father, leave us not destitute of any of those 
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maj never find us out to our ruin and destruc- 
tion. Holy Father! carry on with power tliy 
victory over our corruptions, and the work of 
fnith, and .grace, and saiictiiicaliou in our souls. 
Quicken us, O Lord our God, and stir us up to 
thy work; and help and assist us in the perfonn- 
ance of all duties laying upon us, which of our- 
selves thou ktiowest how uuable we are to per- 
form. O thou that workest in us to will and to do, 
of thy good pleasure, be pleased to ordain peace 
forus, as thou hast also wrought all thy works 
in us. — Establish the thing, O God, which thou 
hast wrought for us; and go on to work mighti- 
ly upon our hearts by thy grace, till our souls 
are titted ibf the eternal enjoyment of thy glory. 
Dear Lord, thy mercies are fresh and new to 
us every morning. We laid us down and shipt, 
and again awaked; for thou hast sustained ua, 
and kept us from the terrors of the night, iind 
from all sad accidents, to rise in peace and safe- 
ty. Glory to thee, O God of our salvation, who 
art still so mindful of us, and merciful to us. Go 
on, we pray thee, to be good to us this day, and 
teach us how to carry ourselves, and to order 
all of our affairs. O direct our undertakings, 
and prosper our endeavours. Rule our hearts 
in thy fear and love, and our lives to thy honour 
and praise. O keep us from evil, and help us to 
do that which is good and pleasing to our(Jod, 
through Jesus Christ. Give us, Lord, all that 
we have asked as we should; forgive us all that 
we have aske<i amiss, and e:ive us all else need- 
ful, that we should have asked; which we con- 
tinue to beg in the comprehensive words of ihy 
<lear Sou. Our Father, &c. 
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Evening Prayer for a Family. 

OLORD our God ! thqu art indnitely greats 
and infinitely good. Thy glory is above 
all out* thoughts, and thy mercies are over all 
thy works. And above all thy mercies, have we 
cause to admire, and bless, and praise thee, for 
liiose mercies which, in so large a measure, and 
especial manner, thou hast been pleased still to 
vouchsafe unto us, who are the daily objects of 
ibj bounty, and do continue still the living 
monuments of tby goodness. Where thy glori- 
ous perfections check and forbid our approaches^ 
thy gracious attributes ipvite and encourage 
our applications unto thee, and embblden us to 
look upon thee, as our most kind and merciful 
Father in Jesus Christ. And though we have 
jpreat and many sins to confess, yet will we con- 
less them, in hopes of thy pardon of them, and of 
power from on high, to enable us a^inat them. 
Thou didst create us, O Lord, after thy own 
blessed image, in an holy and happy estate i but 
we have made ourselves vile and miserable, 
quite unlike the thing which at first we came out 
of thy hands; averse to good, prone to evil, and 
so very full of provocation, that it is thy won- 
derful patience with us, and loving kindness to 
U8, that thou bast not, long before this time, cut 
us off in our sins, and shut us up under final des- 
pair ofthj mercy. But thou hadt so far declar- 
ed thy willingness to be reconciled even to thj 
enemies, that thou hast sent thy only Son into the 
world, upon the great errand of our salvation; 
that whosoever believe in him, should not pe- 
rish in their sins, but have everIastio|^ Ufiti {» 
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his sake. O Lord, we l>elieve, help our unbelief;, 
and give us the true repentance towards God, 
and the right faith in our Lord Jesus Christ; 
that we may be of the number of those who do 
indeed repent and believe, to the saving of the 
soul. 

And save us, O good Lord, from our sinful 
selves, and from the love and course of this pre- 
sent evil world, and from every self-destroying 
way which we are tempted to follow. Make iw 
a way to escape out all the snares of temptation, 
wherewith we have been entangled and held, 
and sore let and hindered in running the race set 
before us. And make^ thy ways plain before us, 
and so full of invitations to us, that we may be 
thoroughly convinced of their goodness and ex- 
cellence, and resolvedly give up ourselves to 
follow them; that our own experience in the 
way of goodness may be more to keep and en- 
gage us^to it, than all the allurements and dis^ 
couragements in the world to put us beside it 
Establish, O Lord, and strengthen and settle us; 
that going forth in thy strength, we may do thy 
will to all well-pleasing; and continue in thy 
fear and love to our lives' end. 

Which things we beg not for ourselves alonCy 
but also in behalf of all whom we ought to en- 
treat thy mercy for in our prayers. O brine 
nigh unto thee all those that are yet afar ofT; and 
make manifest the savour of thy knowledge in 
every place ; that such as yet sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death, may come to see the 
light of thy truth, and the joy of thy salvation. 
O that every one who names the name of Christ 
may depart from iniquity, and so live up to 
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(heir high and holy profession, that they may 
^?e no just occasion to the enemies of the Lord 
;o blaspheme ; but adorn the doctrine of God omr 
Saviour in all things, and to put to silence the 
gliorance of foolish men by well doing. 

Be gracious and favourable, O Lord, in an 
special manner to thy church. Arise, O God, 
ind plead thy own cause, and maintain thy true 
ind holy religion, which thou hast so long and 
BO wonderfully owned and asserted^ O let not 
the enemies of thy church ever have cause to 
Bay, that they have prevailed against thy people; 
bat let all that do espouse thy cause, aq^ stand 
up for the honour and defence of thy truth, be 
still prevalent and prosperous in all their pious 
designs ; and still have cause to say, the Lord 
be magnified, who has pleasure in the prosperity 
(tf bis servants. 

Bless, with the choicest of thy blessings, the 
President of these United States;* O Lord, pro- 
tect his person, direct his counsels, make his ad- 
ministration easy and happy, both to himself and 
08; and prosper all his undertakings and en- 
deavours for the public safety, peace and wel- 
&re of these states. Give all magistrates wisdom 
Ind courage to defend the truth, and to do right 
to all. Make ministers an example to the flock, 
in all sobriety, righteousness and holiness of 
living; and establish us all an holy people to 
thyself; granting us one heart, and one way, that 
we may all agree in the same faith, and adorn 
it with a suitable life. 

Comfort all that want the comforts which we 

* In the English copy, were these woir49 j ^ the King^ whom thou hMt 
Fvi m aothority over uf .^ ' \ • 

Da 
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enjoy; and apply thyself in a way of agreeable 
mercy, to the several necesaities and calamities 
of all thy alllicted ones, wheresoever or howso- 
ever they are tried. Remember, with the favour 
which thou bearest to thy people, all our friends 
and benefactors, our kindred after the flesh, and 
■whosoever are dear to us, on any other account 
Make them, O Lord, such as thou wouldst have 
them, and such as, in Christ Jesus, thou wilt 
mercifully accept of them, here to thy gracious 
favour, and herenfter to thy glorious kingdom. 
Forgive our enemies, and turn their hearts; aud 
turn ours to forgive them. And direct all our 
ways to please thee, that thou mayest make even 
our enemies to be at peace with us. 

Hear us, OGod of the spirits of all flesh! hear 
us for ourselves and others; others for them- 
selves and us : and hear the Son of thy love, the 
Lover of our souls, for us and all the members 
of thy church militant here on earth, whereof 
Christ Jesus in heaven is the glorious head. For 
him and to hira with thine eternal selii most holy 
Father, and the blessed Spirit of grace, our 
Guide and comforter, be all thanks, and praise, 
and honour, and glory, humbly and heartily ren- 
dered and ascribed of us, and all thy people, 
now and for evermore. Amen. 

Another Evening Prayer for a Family. 

OUR ever blessed and most gracious God! 
thou art the Lord and Giver of our lives 
and hopes, and of all our enjoyments and com- 
forts. To thee we do owe ourselves, and all 
Ihat ever we are capable of rendering and as-' 
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cribing^ For by thee, O Lordy we were created 
and naye our being; and through thy good pro- 
▼idence it is, that we stitl have been spared and 
preserved, and cared and provided iCbr, through- 
out our whole lives, unto this present time. 
From thee, our God, comes all our help, and in 
thee is reposed all our hope. Thou art the 
bountiful Giver of all the good that our souls de- 
sire, and the merciful Withholder of all the evils 
that our sins deserve. We acknowledge thy 
great and daily goodness to us, and our own ex- 
ceeding unworthiness of the least of all thy mer- 
cies. We take shame and confusion to our- 
selves, that we have so little improved, and so 
greatly abused, all thy patience with us, and all 
the various instances of thy bounty to us. For 
even thy mercies help to inflame the heavy 
reckoning of our offences, because we have 
done so much against thee, after all the great 
things thou hast done for us. We desire, O 
Lord, to be penitent, and humbled for our sins; 
and to entreat thy gracious favour in Jesus Christ, 
for the pardon of them. Forgive us, we pray 
thee, for his sake, all the sins that ever we have 
committed against thee, and absolve us from all 
the evils whereof we now stand guilty before thee. 
And being justified by faith, grant us peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And we pray that thou wilt be to us a Father 
of mercies, and a God of consolation ; so that 
thou wilt make us followers of God, as dear 
children ; ever jealous over our hearts, and watch- 
ful over our ways ; continually fearing to offend, 
and endeavouring to please thee ; and keeping 
our hearts with all diligence, that they may not 
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be hardened through the deceitfuhifess of sin. 
Thou kiiowest, O Lord, our weakness, and dan- 
ger of templatioii; our danger from the cruel, 
subtle eiiemj of our souls ; and from this present 
world that is so full of snares ; and from our own 
vile flesh and deceitful hearts, so apt to betraj 
us into the enemy's hands; we pray, therefore, 
good Lord, that thou wilt arm us with the whole 
armour of God, and uphold us with thy free 
Spirit, and watch over us for good evermore. 
Especially in the times of our sorest trials, let us 
experience the strongest aids of thy heavenly 
grace, that we may never fall a miserable prey 
to those deadly enemies that seek to devour U9. 

And teach, us, our God, to know the day of 
grace, and the time of our visitation, and to see 
the things of our peace, and duly to mind and 
settle the great eternal aflairs of our souls, in 
this our day, before they be hid from our eyes. 
And while we have time, O enable us to use and 
improve it, to those great ends for which thou art 
pleased to put tliat precious talent into our hands, 
that we may make the short and uncertain stay 
which we have here, an .opportunity of securing 
to ourselves a sure and everlasting well-being, 
when we shall depart from hence. 

And seeing thou art pleased yet to hold our 
souls in life, and to make us find and feel, by 
every day's experience, how ahundanlly gracious 
and merciful thou art, with much patience and 
long-sulfering, enduring us, and with loving kind- 
ness and manifold blessings, still preventing and 
following us. O give us hearts more sensible of 
thy love, more affected with thy mercy, and 
QlQ/$ thanlUUl forljbiOiie continued favours which 
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thou art pleased to multiply uponVid. And help 
us to show forth thy praise and the truth of our 
thanks, not only in speaking good of the name of 
God, but so ordering our conversations as be- 
comes the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And to thy mercy in him, most merciful Father, 
we do now humbly recommend ourselves, and all 
(bat we are, and have, this present night; beseech- 
ing thee to preserve a^d defend, and bless and 
keep us, both in soul and body, from all evils 
and dangers, to which the weakness of our frame, 
and the greatness of our sins, do expose us. 
And grant us such comfortable repose, whereby 
onr frail nature may be refreshed, and our de- 
cayed strength recovered, that we may rise again 
better fitted and enabled to serve thee accord- 
ing to thy will in all the duties of the following 
day, if thou shalt be pleased to make addition of 
another day to our lives. And as thou addest 
days and mercies, be pleased also to add repent- 
ance and amendments to our lives ; that, as we 
come nearer to our end, we may be made still 
filter to the enjoyment of thy heavenly kingdom; 
that every day may bring us still so much nearer 
to tbose everlasting joys and glories which thou 
hast prepared for them that lovd thee. And for 
all the good things that ever we have had, and 
do at present enjoy, and yet hope for from thy 
bountiful hands, tnine, O blessed glorious Lord 
our God, be the praise, and honour, and glory^ 
offered up with all grateful hearts, by us, and the 
wiiuie church, now and for evermow. Jimen. 
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A third Evening Prayer. 

OLORD, thou art our gracious God, our 
chiefest good, and our most merciful Father 
in Jesus Christ; in whose ^reat name, and pre- 
vailing mediation, alone it is that we, who have 
multiplied our offences against thee, are encou- 
raged still to present our persons, and our prayers 
here before thee. It is a privilege which we 
must acknowledge ourselves utterly unworthy to 
enjoy, that thou shouldst admit us into thy ser- 
vice; yea into fellowship with thy blessed self. 
We durst not appear in the presence of such a 
holy glorious Majesty, in our own names, or 
trusting in any merits or righteousness in our- 
selves; being conscious to so much of our sin 
and guilt, as may make us ashamed to come 
before thy faCe, and to tremble for fear of thy 
judgments. But we come in the name and 
mediation of thy dear Son, whom thou dost in- 
Ifinitely love above all ; who has fully satisfied thy 
justice for our sins, and does continually inter- 
cede at thy right hand for our souls; whom thou 
delightest to honour in sparing, accepting, ^nd 
saving poor unworthy sinners upon his account 
O deliver us, most gracious Lord, for his sake, 
from all our transgressions, for which our hearts 
condemn us ; and from all, of which thou, that 
ar^ greater than our hearts,. knowest us to be 
guilty. And seal to us a pardon, in his most 
precious blood, which speaks better things in 
our behalf, than we are able to do ourselves, in 
all our prayers. 

Arid^ may the time past of our lives suffice to 
have lived to ourselves, and to have served our 
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own lusts and pleasures. O put an end to all 
our presumptuous and treacherous dealings v?itb 
thy heavenly all-seeing Majesty; and grant us 
new and clean, humble and contrite hearts, to 
tremble at th^; word and presence, and to hate 
and abandon all our foolish and sinful misdoings. 
And wilt thou engage to thyself, O blessed Lord, 
the best and frequentest thoughts of our minds, 
the chief and choicest affections of our hearts, and 
the main tendency and activity of our souls; O 
let us be taken up with such content and delight 
in attendance upon thee, and communion with 
thee, that the most tempting things of this world 
may not pull us down into an inordinate or im- 
moderate love of them; nor disturb and hinder 
Qs in the pursuit of what our faith foresees, and 
what thy love has prepared for, and promised to 
thy servants. 

Hear us, O Lord, for ourselves, and let our 
supplications also ascend before thee in the be- 
half of all men living. Send thy word, and the 
means of grace to such as are yet destitute of 
them; and make them efficacious, and the savour 
of life in those that do enjoy them. Convert the 
unconverted, and perfect thy good work where 
thou hast begun it. Give a check from heaven 
to all profaneness, vice and ungodliness, that 
presumtuous sinners may be ashamed, and the 
>^ickedness of the wicked may come to an end. 
make thy church to increase and flourish, and 
thy servants to prevail and rejoice. Be gracious 
and favourable to this land, and to the head and 
governors thereof, and to all inferior and parti- 
cular members of it. O do thou rule all our rul- 
ers, counsel all our counsellors, teach all our 
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teachers, and turn and order all our public 
affairs, to the glory of thy name, to the welfare 
of thy church, and to the happiness of this nation. 
Avert from us, we beseech thee, the judgments 
ivhich we feel or fear, and continue to us the 
blessings and comforts for our bodies, and es- 
pecially the helps and advantages for our eiouls, 
which through thy favour we do enjoy. And 
notwithstanding all the devices of the enemies 
of our peace, and all the great and crying pro- 
vocations of our sins, O be thou still our God^ 
and let us be thy people. 

Think thoughts of pity and compassion to all 
the sons and daughters of affliction. O sanctify 
thy fatherly corrections to them, support them 
under their several burdens, and in thy good 
time deliver them from all the pressures that are 
upon them. Be good to all our friends and 
neighbours, reward our benefactors, bless our 
relations with the best of thy blessings, mak- 
ing them near to thyself by grace, as they are to 
us by alliance. Preserve us from our enemies, 
and reconcile them both to us and to thyself 
O that all the habitations of Christians may be 
houses of prayer, and be thou especially kind to 
the several families where thy blessed name is 
called upon. Let thy heavenly blessings, and 
thy saving grace descend and rest upon, us here 
in this family. O guide us, and keep us ; make 
us wise and faithful in our duty, and prosperous 
and blessed in the issue. Bless all our present 
estates to us, and fit us all for whatsoever thou 
shalt be pleased to call us to. O teach us how 
to want and how to abound ; and both in a pros- 
perous and suffering condition, secure our hearts 



JEnaMg Prayer for a FamUy. 49 

tothjself^and make us ever to approve ourselves 
'/ lincere and faithful in thy service. 
/ And now, O Lord, be pleased to accept our 
' evening sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, to 
tliee the Father of mercies, and fountain of all 
goodness, for the mercies of the day past, and 
lor thy great mercy and goodness, that has 
hitherto followed us all the days of our life. — 
For our lives have been filled with thy mercies, 
and thou hast abounded towards us in loving 
kindness, and variety of thy sweet and comforta- 
ble blessings, pertaining to this world, and a 
better; passing by our innumerable sins, as if 
thou sawest them not, thou goest on still to 
oblige us with new favours. O, dear Lord, im- 
print and preserve upon our hearts a lively and 
grateful sense and remembrance of all thy kind- 
ness unto us, that our souls may bless thee, and 
all that is within us may praise thy holy name. 

Yea, let us give thee thanks from the ground 
of the heart, and praise our God, whilst we have 
oar being. And for all thy patience with us, thy 
care over us, and thy continual mercy to us, 
blessed be thy name, O Lord God, our heavenly 
Father: and unto thee be all thanks, and praise, 
and love, and obedience, and honour, and glory, 

1 offered by us and all thine, every where, now 
and evermore. Amen. 

A fourth Evening Prayer. 

LORD, the infinite, incomprehensible God, 
who art before all, art above all, and wilt 
be for ever the same, when time shall be no 
nore! Thou hast heaven for thy throne and the 

F 
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earth for tbj footstool; and all the things in 
both,. continually in thy sight, and at thy dis- 
posal. Thou art the Searcher of our hearts, 
and the Overseer of our whole lives, here and 
every where present; and now and evermore 
thou seest us, and compasseth our path, and our 
lying down, and art thoroughly acquainted with 
all our ways. Thou knowest, O Lord, the dul- 
ness and hardness, the vanity and deceitfulness 
of our hearts; how much ado we have to brii^ 
and keep them in an holy frame, fit to attend 
upon thy heavenly Majesty. For that we were 
born sinners, and so have lived and continued; 
and by custom of sinning, and still adding sin 
unto sin, we have made ourselves more the chil- 
dren of wrath than we are by nature; trans- 
gressing thy holy, good and righteous laws, 
abusing thy great and manifold mercies, tempt- 
ing thy patience, despising thy goodness, offend- 
ing thee more, even jbr thy long forbearance 
with us, and making the very abundance of thy 
grace our encouragement to continue in our sins. 
So that the least of all those mercies which we 
do enjoy, is far above any thing that we have 
reason to expect, at the hands of that God whom 
we have so greatly provoked. And justly might- 
«st thou, O Lord, withdraw thy tender mercies 
from us, and pour out thy wrath and indignation 
to the uttermost upon us ; making us to find and 
feel by woful experience, what an evil and bitter 
thing it is to trespass upon thee, as we have done. 
Thou mightest make us experience the same, iQ 
the place of torment, and outward darkness, 
Hfh^re is weeping and wailing and gnashing of 
teet^f M^ ^^^ whence ther^ is no redemptioa 
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But thoa art a God of wonderful patience to 
bear with sinners; and a God of infinite goodness 
and mercy, to forgive the sins of all them that 
are penitent. Thou hast said, that if the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrig[iteous man his 
thoughts, and return to the Lord, thou wilt have 
mercy upon him, and abundantly pardon. But 
Lord, thou knowest that without thee we can- 
not so much as come unto thee, unless thou meet 
us with thy heavenly grace and help us with 
thy almighty assistance. We humbly beg, there- 
fore, that thou wilt be graciously pleased to 
stretch forth thy powerful and merciful hand, to 
loose the captive chain wherein our sins have 
entangled our souls. And let it be thy gracious 
pleasure, O blessed Lord, to set us free from 
every weight of sin and yoke of bondage, that 
lies heavy upon our souls, and unfits us to serve 
thee with that sincerity, and readiness, and glad- 
ness, which thou requirest of thy people. O 
help us so to see and feel, so to hate and bewail, 
and confess and forsake our sins, that we may 
have the well-grounded apprehension, and the 
comfortable persuasion of thy forgiveness of 
them ; thy acceptance of us, and thy love to us 
in the blessed Son of thy eternal love. 

And for his sake, wilt thou grant us, O Lord, 
the increase of thy grace, and such aids of thy 
holy Spirit, as may enable us to subdue our sins, 
and fit us for all the duties of thy service, which 
either we have neglected, or but unduly and 
faultily performed. That we may serve thee, 
our God, sincerely without hypocrisy ; cheerfully, 
without dulness ; universally, without partiality; 
and constantly, without falling away, or being 



62 Evening Prayer for a FamUy. 

weary of well-doing.. Thou art not weary to do 
us good ; O let us never be weary to do thee 
service: but as thou liast pleasure in the pros- 
perity of thy servants, so let us take pleasure in 
ihe service of our Lord, and abound in thy work, 
and in thy love and praise everraore. O fill up 
all that is wantiiig, and reform whatever is amiss 
in us, and perfect that which concerns us ; mak- 
ing us such in our hearts, and in our lives, to- 
wards thee, our God, that we may obtain thy 
blessed peace here, and thy heavenly glory 
hereafter. And be thou pleased to grant us now, 
out of the riches of thy grace, the comfortable 
sense of thy gracious acceptance of us, and thy 
merciful intentions towards us. O speak peace 
to our consciences, and say to our souls, thou art 
our salvation; that we may look upon thee, osr 
God, as a reconciled Father to us in Jesus Christ. 
In his great name, and prevailing mediation, 
we enlarge our petitions, in behalf of the whole 
race of mankind, that are now with us alive upon 
earth. O that all the ends of the world may re- 
member tliemselves, and turn to the Lord, and 
see the salvation of our God ! Do good, O God, 
in thy good pleasure to Zion; and build thou the 
walls of Jerusalem, that we may seethe good of 
it all the days of our life. Continue thy mercies 
to this sinful land, whereof we are sinful mem- 
bers. Teach us to know the meaning of thy dis- 
pensations to us; and help us to improve by all 
thy dealings with us. O turn all our hearts to 
thee, as the heart of one man ; and reform all our 
lives, according to the holy pattern and precepts 
of our Lord, that thou mayest cause thy anger 
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towards us to cease ; and go on still to take care 
of us, and never leave nor forsake us. 

Bless abundantly, we humbly beseech thee, 
thy servant, the President of the United States^ 
and all others in authority; and so replenish 
them with the grace of thy holy Spirit, that they 
may always incline to thy will and walk in thjr 
'way: endue them plenteously with heavenly 

gts; and grant them in health and prosperity 
, »g to live.* And grant unto all ministers of 
tby gospel continual supplies of all needful gifts 
and graces of thy holy Spirit, for the faithful and 
comfortable discharge of their several dutieii 
bring all our neighbours near to thyself; and 
^ ^fiou a friend to all our friends, a father to 
tte fiilherless, a husband to the widow, a refuge 
to the oppressed, a physician to the sick, a helper 
to (he friendless, a God of consolation to the 
distressed and sorrowful, whatever be their trou- 
We and affliction. O bless to us, whatever thou 
vt pleased to allot us, and every thing that be- 
&lb us. Make all work for our good ; to build 
88 up in thy grace, and to help us on to thy glory. 
And as thou hast been good and kind to us the 
day past, and throughout our whole lives; for 
which we desire, O Lord, humbly and thankfully 
to admire thy love, and t^Jbleww thy: iiame; so we 
beg that we may exofrTence the continuance of 

• fa the English copy the readings of the preceding part of this para^ 
pipfc is in the following words ; " Bless abundantly the King's Majes- 
% who now swnys the sceptre of these realms. O Lord preserve his 
■fcipnrfoQ? his day?, and prosper his government. Give him the hearts 
^>m Hibject% and the nf cks of his enemies. Make him the rejoicing of 
ttfpiODle, and a terror inly to evil-doers. O continne him long a zeal- 
Offender of the faith, a promoter of thy fear, and aK>erter of our 
^Ihti, that under his shadow we may be in peace and safety, enjoying; 
Ik liberty of th9 ginpel, and the free profession ancTestablishment of thy 
^ lad hoi J religioD." 

E 2 
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thy gracious goodness, to us, and thy fatherly 
care over us, this present night. O preserve 
and defend, and bless and keep Us, that no evil 
may befall us, nor any plague come nigh our 
dwelling. Give us sleep and rest to refi-eshand 
strengthen us for thy service, and our duty; and 
prepare us, O Lord, for our last sleep, in death, 
and for our departure out of this mortal life, and 
those great accounts that we must make before 
the judgment-seat of Jesus Christ. O instruct 
us, and assist us, in that great work of prepara- 
tion for our everlasting condition; that we may, 
in this only time of preparation, finish the great 
work which thou hast given us to do, before the 
night of death overtake us, wherein we cannot 
work. That, whenever thou shalt be pleased to 
give us the summons of death, we may find no- 
thing to do but to die, and cheerfully resign our 
spirits into thy gracious hands, who gavest them 
to us, through the riches of thy grace, and the 
worthiness of thy Son ; in whose merits alone we 
trust, and for all that he has so wonderfully ef- 
fected, to recover and help us, and to obtain 
eternal redemption for us, to thy name, O blessed 
God of our salvation, be the praise, and honour, 
and glory, given by us'and all thy people, from 
this tiuie-fojct.hJaiuey,ej^nore. Amen. 



A fifth Evening P^t/er. 

OLORD, we desire to see* thy face, and to 
wait upon thee in the duties of thy worship; 
entreating thy gracious favour with our whole 
hearts, that we may do all as we ought, with good 
acceptance to our God. And to whom should 
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ire make our applio.itions, but unto thee, the 
Father of mercies and the fountain of al! gooilness, 
irho art able to do exceedittg abundantly for us, 
even above all that we can ask or think ; and who 
hast declared thy willingness to be importuned 
and solicited by us; and thy readiness to hear, and 
help, and answer us, in those things which we 
beg at thy gracious and bountiful hands, in the 
name and mediation of our great Lord and Sa- 
viour : O let our prayer be set before thee as in- 
cense, and the lifting up of our hands be as the 
evening sacrifice, pleasing to thee our God, in 
the Son of thy love, ft is in his blessed name 
alone, that we have the encouragement and 
boldness to beg of thy infinite goodness all that 
thou knowest to be needful and expedient for 
us; seeing there is in ourselves no good thirig to 
recommend us to thy favour and acceptance; 
biit a proneness and inclination to what U dis- 
pleasing in thy eyes, and destructive to our souls. 
For besides that we were by nature the children 
of wrath, a seed of evil- doers, the sinful ofl'-pring 
of rebellious parents; we have been daily tres- 
passing upon thee, and still adding to the heavy 
score of our offences against thee. There is no- 
thing in us, O Lord, but what may provoke thee 
to reject us: but there is enou«;h in thy beloved 
Soiu of all grace and goodness, to move thee 
mercifully to accept us. He was made sin for 
us. irfio knew no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him; and that we might 
be saved through faith in his merits, wliere we 
could not be saved by any desert of our own 
.works. O see our sins punished in our Saviour, 
who was wounded for our transgressions, and 
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appointed time, may. we wait till our change 
comes ; and not only live in expectation of it, 
but in the daily serious preparation for it ; in the 
exerci£»e of all those graces and good works 
that may make it unto us Christ to live, and gain 
to die ! that in life and death we may be always 
thine ; still safe in thy hands, and acceptable in 
thy sight. 

And together with our own, we commend to 
thy mercy, O God of the spirits of all flesh, the 
necessities and distresses of all our brethren 
throughout the world. O enlighten the ignorant, 
quicken tlie careless, awake the secure, con- 
vince the erroneous, reclaim the vicious, esta- 
blish the unsettled, and comfort the dejected. 
Bring all to the knowledge and love of thy truth, 
and to the participation of thy grace, and the 
obedience of Christ; and so to the blessed hope 
of thy heavenly glory, and to the eternal salva- 
tion of our souls. We pray, as more particular- 
ly bound, for all our magistrates and ministers of 
the gospel; and all our friends and relations; 
and all thy servants, and all the afflicted every 
where; especially those for whose happiness 
and salvation thou knowest us to be chiefly con- 
cerned. O do thou for us, and for them, as thou 
knowest best, and most needful and expedient, 
for thy own mercy's sake in Jesus Christ. 

As we pray to thee for what we want, so we 
desire to praise thee for all that we have receiv- 
ed at thy hands. And l)lessed be thy name, O 
Lord^ that we have any thing, yea that we have 
10 many things, to bless and praise thee for. O 
what shall we render to the Lord for all his 
benefits! What can we give to thee^ o\irOoA% 
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but the glory of thy own gifts and goodness unti 
us. O dear Lord ! let not our hearts be shut and 
straitened towards thee, whose hand is cverjr 
day so open unto us; but do thou possess and 
enlarge these hearts of ours with more and 
greater love and thankfulness to thee, that hast 
80 abounded in mercy and loving kindness to- 
wards us, that we may give thee thanks with all 
our hearts, and glorify thy name for evermore. 

And now that the night is upon us, and we 
are ready to betake ourselves to bur rest, we 
commit ourselves to thy gracious protection, 
who never sleepest nor slumberest, but hast still 
a watchful eye open upon thy people. O watch 
over us, our God, we pray thee, for good ; that 
none of the evils or harms which our sins have 
deserved may befall us. Preserve us from the 
works, and from' the powers of darkness, and 
from all the terrors and dangers of the night 
Let all our sins, to-day, or any time heretofore 
committed, be removed out of thy sight, and 
show us the light of thy countenance, O Lord, 
to refresh us with the sense of thy blessed love 
and favour, in our dear Redeeji^er; for whom, and 
to whom, with thy eter;ial self, and Holy Spirit, 
be all thanks and pritise, and honour, and glory, 
ascribed of us and all ihy church, from this time 
forth, world without end. jimen. 



A sixth Evening Prayer. 

OLORD, our God, most high and mightv, 
most wise and holy, thou art, and good! 
Thou art, and for ever wast, and for ever shall 
continue, unspeakably blessed and glorioufli 
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e all that we are, able to express or to con- 
5. Thou dost not need the services of men 
ngels to make the least addition to thy glory 
bliss. Men cannot be pVotitable unto God; 
goodness will not extend to the Lord. But 
iidness and love to our souls it is, that thou 
leased to lay thy commands upon us, to wait 
I thee in these duties of thy immediate ser- 
; which is the blissful employment of all the 
ious host of heaven. Thou humblest thyself 
1 to behold the things that are in heaven, to 
notice of the worship of those blessed crea- 
s above. O how wonderful is thy conde- 
ision then, to look down upon us, poor sinful 
us, that dwell here in houses of clay, whose 
dalion is in the dust ! Lord, what is man 
thou takest knowledge of him, and the son 
lan that thou makest account of him ! Thou 
it not at all need us, nor any thing of ours, O 
sed God ; but we all do stand in great and con- 
M need of thee, our only sovereign good; in 
1 of thy mercy and forgiveness, thy grace and 
lance, thy blessing and assistance; without 
ch we could never hope to escape the curses 
miseries which are the due wages of our sins ; 
ever to attain unto that glory and blessed- 
s, which are the free gifts of God in Jesus 
•ist. 

^he desire of our souls, therefore, is to thy 
ie, Lord, and to the remembrance of thee. 
eyes are towards thee, and all our expecta* 
1 is from thee : and still we wait, and call, and 
enil upon tliee, till thou have mercy upon us, 
arding to our several necessities; and accord- 
to the riches of thy grace, and the multitude 
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of thy mercies. O remember not against us onr 
former iniquities ; enter not into judgment \ivith 
us, according to the desert of our sins ; but ac- 
cording to thy mercy remember thou us. For 
thy goodness' sake, O Lord, blot out our trans- 
gressions as a cloud ; and justify us freely by 
thy grace, through the redemption that is ia 
Jesus Christ. And bless us, holy God of our 
salvation, in turning us from all our iniquities, 
and giving us grace, to repent and amend our 
lives according to thy holy word. 

And to this end, be thou pleased to enlighten 
our darkened minds with the beams of thy saving 
truth, that we may not be unwise, but understand 
what the will oi the Lord is — And reform our 
depraved wills, inclining them to a cheerful and 
ready compliance with all the motions of thy 
good Spirit. Regulate our unruly passions ; pu- 
rify our corrupt affections ; and convert all the 
faculties of our souls, to be instruments of thy 
glory, as they have been of thy dishonour; and 
make our bodies fit temples for thy holy Spirit to 
dwell in. Yea^ sanctify us wholly, that we mayi 
as we ought, sanctify thy blessed name. 

And quicken us, O Lord, to hear thy voice 
while it is called to-day ; that we may make 
haste, and not delay to keep thy commandments. 
O keep us frequently and affectionately mindful 
of the shortness of our time, the frailty of our^ 
lives, and the uncertainty of our being here in 
tl^is mutable world, that so soon passeth awa/9 
and where we have no continuing city; but are 
strangers and sojourners with thee, as all our 
fathers before us were. O let the remembrance 
and consideration of this have such a prevailing 
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influence upon us, as to crucify the world to us, 
and make us more concerned for our everlasting 
welfare, and more careful to improve every pre- 
sent enjoyment to our souPs eternal advantage ; 
and to grow holier still as we grow older; that 
the days which pass over us may not leave us, 
without any amendment wrought upon us; but 
that the work of thy grace may go on successfully 
upon our hearts, till it has made us ripe and rea- 
dy for the joys and glories of thy kingdom. 

The same things also we beg in behalf of all 
that ought to share in our prayers. O forgive 
the sins, and relieve the miseries of thy poor 
creatures every where. Enlarge the borders 
of thy chofch, and make additions to it daily of 
such as shall be saved. O that all who are 
called Christians, may be truly Christians, both in 
their right believing and their holy living. Ad- 
vance the interest, and extend the limits of thy 
Son's kingdom, and may all nations flow into it, 
as to their rest. Bless our land, and endue our 
rulers,* and those who direct our public affairs, 
with wisdom from on high. Give our judges the 
spirit of discernment, and aid and countenance 
our magistrates in the faithful execution of their 
office. Make them all men fearing God, and es- 
chewing evil. — And O that all who are called to 
serve at thy altar, may be blessed with skilful 
heads, and compassionate hearts, and exemplary 
lives. Make them wise to win souls, and faithful, 
industrious and successful in their sacred office, 
as workmen that need not be ashamed. Bless 
and prosper all the places of good learning and 

* Varied irom the English copy ; where the petition ii for *^ the King;, 
that he may judge thy people nghteoiuly)'* &C4 
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education ; and make sjl this people the Lord's 
people; that they may alLknow thee from the 
greatest to the least ; and so order their cionrer- 
sation aright, that they may see the salvation of 
God. Remember them all for good, who have 
been any way instruments of our good ; such as 
have done us good, O Lord, reward them ; and all 
that have, or would hurt us, O Lord forgive them. 
Give unto all that mourn in Zion, beauty for 
ashes, the oil of gladness for mourning;, and die 
^rments of praise for the spirit of heaviness. 
And in the tune of our health, and peace, and 
prosperity, O that we may remember, and pro- 
vide for, the time of trouble and sickness, and 
death ;M^hen all worldly succours will /ail us; and 
the greatest powers on earth cannot deliver us 
out of thy hands. O make us now so mindful of 
our duty that then thou mayest remember in 
mercy; and be with us and support us, and never 
leave nor forsake us. 

Our own unworthiness would make us despair 
of obtaining all these great and good things 
which we beg at thy hands, O Lord; but the 
remembrance of thy continual bounty, and how 
much we are every day receiving from thee, puts 
life into our hopes, and encouragement into our 
prayers, and leaves us no reason to doubt of such 
tried mercy. And blessed forever be thy name, 
that we have so much to say of thy goodness, by 
our own experience of the innumerable blessings 
thou art daily bestowing upon us. O good Lord! 
continue such thy gracious favour to us, and thy 
&therly care over us this night. As we go to 
rest after the labours of the day, so help us to 
do thy work that we may enter into that rest 
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which remains for thy people in the close of this 
fife. And so discharge us from our sins, and 
supply us still with thy grace, that we may finish 
our course with joy, and in the end of our lives 
find the greatest of all mercy, to he received into 
thy glory : which we beg for the all-sufficient 
merits of our only Redeemer; for whom, and to 
whom, with thee, O everlasting Father, and the 
Holy Ghost the Comforter, in the unity of the 
ever glorious Trinity, he all praise, and honour 
and glory ascribed of us, and of all the Israel of 
God, now and for evermore. Jmen. 

A seventh Evening Prayer 

OLORD, the great and glorious God, infinite 
in power, wisdom and goodness; the won- 
derfu] raaker and preserver, ruler and disposer, 
of us and of all (he world! thou hast created all 
things hy thy Almighty hand ! sustainest and 
orderest all that thou hast made by thy wise and 
righteous Providence ; and thy mercy is ever- 
lasting, and over all thy works. O who is ahle 
to express or conceive the exceeding riches of 
that grace and goodness of the Lord, which in 
such a plentiful measure is still descending and 
overflowing upon poor sinful creatures, who de- 
serve nothing from thee but to be forsaken and 
abhorred by thee! This day, and everyday of 
our lives, O Lord, we have tasted largely of thy 
mercy, and lived altogether still upon thy fatherly 
care and bounty. 

, But notwithstanding all thy patience and gra- 
cious dealings with us, and all the repeated 
pledges of thy favour and kindness to vi^-, O V'b'w 

( 
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ill have we requited thy love ! And what unsuit- 
able returns have we made for all thj great and 
continued goodness that we have found ! Beside 
the guilt of our inbred corruption, which, as a 
sore clog, hangs heavy upon us; we are amazed 
at the greatness and multitude of all our other 
sins that we have committed against the light 
and teachings of thy gospel, against the dictates 
and strivings of thy Spirit, and the love and suf- 
ferings of thy Son : against all the patience and 
long forbearance which thou hast exercised to- 
wards us; and against the many mercies and 
methods of our conversion and sanctitication, 
wherewith from time to time, thou hast sought to 
make us such as thy word requires we should 
be. O Lord, we have given thee so great pro- 
vocation, th;tt we are afraid lest thou shouldst 
forsake us utterly, and cause the day of thy pa- 
tience to be at an end with us, and grant us no 
more of thy grace which we have so greatly 
abused, no more of thy holy Spirit, which we 
have so frequently refused. And what have we 
now but judgment to expect from thee, O Lord, 
but that thy mercy rejoices over judgment ! And 
thy word assures us, that thou delightest not in 
the death of sinners, but rather that they should 
turn to thee and live. Therefore still thou 
leaveet us these opportunities to appear before 
thee, to plead with our God, for the life of souls 
that have sinned against thee. And what have 
we to plead, O blessed Lord, but thy own gra- 
cious nature, and merciful inclinations, and the 
many promises and declarations of thyself which 
thou hast made to returning sinners in Jesus 
Christ ! Thou haet sent thine only Son to be 
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oar oalj Saviour; and he that did no sin was 
Bsanifested to take away our sins. O for his sake 
be thou pleased to pity us, and spare us, and for- 
give us. Turn away thy wrath from ns; receive 
us to thy blessed favour; and comfort us with 
the sure persuasion, that our great and many 
sins are remitted. 

And because such is the infirmity of our na- 
ture, that without thy grace we have not the 
least power to keep ourselves even from the 
greatest sins ; O grant us the increase of thy 
grace, and such help of thy good Spirit, as may 
fortify us against all temptation, and make m 
willing and faithful, and ddigent in thy service. 
And be pleased, O Lord, yet further to discover 
and manifest thyself to our souls, that we may 
know aright thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hsst sent. And give us pow- 
er from on high to enable us so to live and prac- 
tise, according to that light and knowledge of 
our duty which thou art pleased to impart unto 
us, that we may not hold the truth in unrighte- 
ousness, knowing the better, and doing the 
worse, but may walk in the light, as children of 
light, while we have it ; that we may never in 
judgment be deprived of it. let us not only 
be almost, but altogether Christians ; sincere 
converts, true penitents, and sound believers. 
And wilt thou, O God, that workest all in all, do 
that work of thy grace thoroughly upon all our 
hearts ; for which we may have cause to give 
thee praise and glory to all eternity. 

Which things we beg not only for ourselvei, 
but for all the partakers of our nature, whom 
thou hast made to share in our ho^ea aw^ ca^^^r 
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cituMr" of eteimal hiappinebs ;. espedallj fodr ibf 
w1u>le jCfaiird^ Vheresoever or howsoever di$poa- 

^ ei of OT^r all the earth ; for all in authoritj, from 
the highest even to the lowest ; for our miiiis* 
ters and teachers ; Tor our relations and neigh- 
bpurd ; our fnehds and benefactors ; and for all 
thj afflicted) whataoever be their trials and 
.troubjies. O supplj all their wants, a|id fulfil all 
their desires, so as thy wisdom sees best, for thjr 

^ bWn mercy^s sake in .Jesus Christ 
y Thou, Lord, art the great Preseryer of men, 

^ho hast kept- and blessed us to-daj, and all our 
days. Praised be thy name for all thj goodness, 
wlaph we sp long and largely haye experienced. 
Ormftke u^ensiUe and thankful, ^ we are oblige 
ed to be. Tak^ care of us, O Lord, and be 
good to us tins night. Giye us bofjilj rest in 
our beds, and rest tor our souls in thyself. And 
be thou our God and guide, our hope and 
help, our joy and comfort, and all in all to os'ihis 
night, and for evermore. Amen. ' , 



Morning Prayer for the Lord^s day. 

OMOST blessed and gracious Lord our God, 
whose Almighty hand has brought us out 
of nothing, to what we are ; to see the light, and 
enjoy the comforts of life ; and whose free grace 
has called us out of a state worse than nothing 
to the hope of thy heavenly glory ! We bless 
thy name, that thou hast conducted us safe, 
through all states and events,' and through all 
the trials and troubles in our lives, to see the 
comfortable light of this day; and that we have 
jret a day of grace wherein to see the things be- 
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longing to our peace. We bless thee that thou 
hast so far consulted the good of our souls, as 
well as the glory of thy name, in setting apart 
this day for holy uses, to .engage us to a solemn 
attendance upon the Lord; in whose service 
consists all our honour and happiness. O how 
much higher might we have been in grace, and 
chy blessed favour — how much nearer to thee 
our God, and fitter for thy heavenly kingdom, 
/lad we rightly used, and conscientiously im- 
proved those seasons and means of grace, which 
thou hast been pleased to put into our hands, for 
the best advantage of our souls. 

But we have been unkind and cruel to our 
own souls, as well as disobedient and rebellious 
against our Lord; many times frustrating the 
opportunities of appearing before thee ; shunning 
and neglecting the duties of thy holy service; 
and even when we have set ourselves to seek 
thy face, it has been with such coldness, and 
dulness, rudeness and distraction, that thou 
mightest justly abhor our souls, despise our 
prayers, and cast back all our services in our 
faces, for any thing that there is in us or them, 
to recommend us to thy blessed favour and ac- 
ceptance. 

But be thou pleased to look upon us in the 
Son of thy love, the Lord our peace and righte- 
ousness; and forgive us all that is past wherein 
we have neglected thy work, or ill-performed it, 
or done what is inconsistent with it. Help us, O 
God of our salvation, and deliver us from the 
bands and the burden of our guilt ; and purge 
away all our sins, for the glory of thy name ; that 
they ibay not stand as a partitiou-vr^\V\.o Vi\\A^x 
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the desire of our bouIs from ascending up to thee; 
nor hinder the light of thy countenance from de- 
scending upon us. But let thj peace, and love, 
and favour shine on our souls; that we may see 
the felicity of thy chosen, and with joy draw wa- 
ter out of the wells of salvation. 

O let us not rest in any forms of godliness, de- 
nying the power thereof; nor take up with the 
name and show, and the profession of Christiani- 
ty, but be swayed with its life, and power and 
spirit; that the gospel of our Lord, and 'the 
graces of the good Spirit of God may shine forth 
m our lives, to the glory of thee our heavenly 
Father; and to the adorning of the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all thingy, O gracious God, 
be with us, and with all the ministers and stew- 
ards of thy holy things, who are this day io 
speak thy word to thy people ; and furnish them 
with abilities suitable to their great work, that 
tbey may fitly apply themselves to the capaci- 
ties, and to the necessities of their several hear- 
ers. And grant. Lord, unto us, and unto all tlic 
hearers of thy holy word, humble and teachable 
spirits; to receive thy truth in meekness, and in 
the love of it, so as to profit and grow by it. 
do thou remove all the hinderances of our spi- 
ritual growth and improvement, that thy word 
may have free course, and be glorified among \h- 
And let us this day go forth in the strength of 
the Lord God; and prosper and increase with 
(he increase of God, by thy grace and blessing 
accompanying our desires and endeavours; til) 
from serving thee imperfectly here upon earth, 
we may attain to glorify and enjoy thee, our God, 
in the perfection of holiness, and in tliose ever- 
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lasliiig joys and glories of thy kingdom, which 
Ihou hast prepared for them that love thee. 

And let thy grace and blessing, thy love and 
fellowship, thy direction and assistance, O hea- 
venly Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us 
and with all whom we ought to beg thy mercy for 
in our prayers, this day, and for evermore. Jlmen 

' .Another Morning Prayer for the Lord's Day. 

OLORD, the great Almighty God, thou at** 
the giver of life and strength, and of alt - 
grace and goodness; without whom we can do 
nothing; and througii whose gracious assistance It 
is, that we are enabled to do all things belonging 
to thy service and our duty; we humbly pray, 
that thou wilt be graciously present with us, and 
powerfully assistant unto us this day, to direct 
and quicken, and enable, and futher us in all the 
ways and duties of thy holy service. O forgive 
our iniquities, that separate between thee and 
our souls ; and remember not the sins against us, - 
which may justly provoke thee to hide thy face 
from us. But according to thy mfercy, remember 
thou US, O Lord, and accept us, and our poor 
imperfect services, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
O leave us not to the dulness and hardness, 
(he vanity and deceitfulness of ourown depraved 
hearts; but show the power of thy heavenly. 
grace, in working mightily upon these hearts of 
ours; to bring^ and keep them in such a holy 
frame, that we may be fitter to attend upon thee, ' 
and perform more faithful and acceptable service 
to thee, and enjoy more of that heavenly com- 
munion with thee, which thou hast made Mft 
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capable of; and which our souls will be forever 
restless without. O let us not serve fhee in 
formality and hypocrisy making any duties of 
course the cover of a vain licentious life ; but let 
our hearts and souls, and all that is within us, be 
taken up in a revered, faithful and affectionate 
attendance upon thee. Nor let us serve thee of 
constraint, only because we must; but with ail 
readiness and gladness, and love and delight to 
be so engaged; making thy pleasure to be ours, 
and the Sabbath and service of our Lord, the 
joy and solace of our souls. O help us so to 
sanctify thy day, that thy day may be a means to 
promote the sanctification of our souls. Let us 
bestow ourselves in exercises befitting the holy 
season ; and not profane it to any vain and vi- 
cious purposes. But on the Lord's day may 
we abound in the work of the Lord; and not do 
our own work, nor find our own pleasure, nor 
speak our own words, in the day which thou hast 
hallowed for thyself; but rest from all our sinful 
ways, as well as from our common labours; and 
6o delight ourselves in the Lord, that thou may- 
est give us the desires of our hearts. 

And bless to us thy word, O gracious Father, 
and all the means of grace, which through thy 
fevour we do enjoy, that we may not use the 
same in vain, nor to our hurt ; but for the further 
informing of our minds, the reforming of our lives, 
and the saving of our souls; still growing in 
grace, and in the knowledge of .our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ ; till we attain to be such as 
thy holy word requires we should be, in all holy 
conversation and godliness. 

Great peace have they that love thy law, and 
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nothing shall ofiend them. O dear Lord, in- 
crease our love to thy word, which the angels 
desire to look into, and make our souls pliable 
and submissive, to be turned and ruled by it, till 
we become in all .things agreeable to it 

Bless us, our Father, and command a blessing 
upon all our pious designs and performances this 
day ; and bless thy servants whom thou hast ap- 
pointed to bless us in thy name, and to break the 
bread of life to our souls, that they may speak 
thy word as they ought to speak; and give to 
every one their portion in due season. And 
that thy word, which they deliver, may be to 
our conviction, edification, and comfort, and the 
savour of life to our souls. O thou that hast the 
key of David, and openest and no man shutest, 
thou that speakest to the heart, and givest the 
increase; open to our understandings to receive 
thy "truth, both in the light, and in the love of it. 
And set it home so powerfully upon our hearts, 
and root it so deep in our souls, that the fruits 
may be seen in our lives ; we being not forgetful 
hearers, but faithful doers of thy word. 

And grant, O good God, that our services this 
day may be such, as may tend to our advantage 
and rejoicing, in the great day of thy appearing 
and glory; that we may so hallow these Sabbaths 
here upon earth, that hereafter we may be ad- 
' mitted to the joyful celebration of the eternal 
Sabbatism in thy kingdom of heaven; there with 
all the church triumphant, to laud and magnify 
thy glorious name, and to enjoy thv love, and 
sing thy praise forever. And tor tne addition 
of this Siatbbath to all the rest, for the benefit of 
thy word, and the ordinances of thy wor8hi^^ and 
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all the means of grace, and hopes of thy eternal 
glory, to thee, the God of all grace, he the praise, 
and honour^ and glory rendered by us, and by all 
thine, and from this time forth, and for evermore. 
•^men. 



Evening Prayer for the LonTs Day. 

OLORD, our God ! thou art infinitely g©od, 
and thou hast showed us what is good, and 
what thou requirest of us for our own greatest 
good always ; that it may go well with us, both 
now, and to all eternity. Thou sendest out thy 
light and thy truth amongst us, to make the way 
of life and salratioii plain before ns ; and thou 
givest us many opportunities and advantages to 
quicken and further us in thy knowledge and 
service, and in that way of our duty which leads 
to the kingdom of thy glory. We have line upon 
line, and precept upon precept; thy messengers 
early and late, to open and apply thy word; and 
to give us calls and warnings, directions and ex- 
hortations, for the promoting of our edification 
here, and our salvation forever. Thou hast not 
been wanting to us, O Lord, but we have been 
exceedingly wanting to ourselves,' and to the du- 
ly which we owe unto our God ! And O how 
little is it to be seen in our lives, how good and 
kind the Lord has been to our souls ! How have 
we loved darkness rather than light, and chose 
to follow the suggestions of our own foolish and 
hurtful lusts, rather than to be guided by the 
rules and prescriptions of tliy holy blessed word, 
that has no design upon us, but to promote our 
present peace and our eternal bliss ! And, be- 
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Xftuse we liave so little improved all the precious 
talents which thou hast put into our hands, thou 
mightest, O Lord, justly take away the gospel of 
thy kingdom from us, and give it to another peo- 
ple, that would bring forth fruits more worthy of 
it, and more answerable to it, than we have done. 
Because thou hast called, and we have refused; 
thou hast stretched forth thy hands, but we have 
not regarded; thou mightest therefore leave us 
to our own perversenesa and impenitence, to add 
sin unto sin, till our iniquities became our ruin. 

But O Lord God; merciful and long-sufTeping! 
we humbly beseech thee that thou wilt not so 
enter into judgment with thy servants; but in 
mercy pardon all our contempt of thy word, and 
our not profiting by it, and all the means of grace 
that we have had. And teach and help us for 
the time to come, better to use and improve such 
gracious opportunities set before us, to the glory 
of thy name, and the true benefit of our souls. 
As the rain descends from heaven and returns 
not fhilher, but waters the earth, and makes it 
fruitful, so let not tliy word return unto thee void; 
but accomplish thy good pleasure, and prosper in 
that whereunto thou art pleased, to send it. O 
make it instrumental and effectual to work thy 
grace, where it is not; and to establish and in- 
crease it where it is; to edify and build ns all 
up in the true fear and love of God, and in the 
right knowledge and faith of our Lord Jesus 
CSirist. 

And though we cannot now find, upon the re- 
view of oar services this day, that we have duly 
kept a day holy to the Lord ; yet let not thy day, O 
gracious God, be a lost day to us, noi \.Vv;j vtotA. 
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a9 water spilt on the ground ; but may the Spirit 
cause thy word to do thy great and gracious work 
thoroughly and successfully upon all our hearts; 
for which we may haf€ cause to give thee praise 
and glory to . all eternity. And as we perceive 
how we ought to walk, and to please thee our 
God, so help us to walk more worthy of the Lord, 
unto all well-pleasing ; increasing in thy saving 
knowledge ; and being still more ready to, and 
more rich and fruitful in every good work, that 
is pleasing in thy sight through Jesus Christ. 

At his hands, O Lord our God, we beg thy 
gracious acceptance of our humble returns ot 
praise and thanksgiving, for all the blessings and 
favours, spiritual and temporal, so freely confer- 
red upon us, and so long vouchsafed and conti- 
nued to us, even throughout our whole lives, un- 
til this present time. Thou hast dealt gracious- 
ly with us, O blessed Lord, and been exceed- 
ingly good and kind to' us, not only beyond all 
that we had reason to expect from thee; but 
above all that we are able to express here be- 
fore thee. We bless thy name our heavenly Fa- 
ther, that in so many respects thou hast made 
us to differ from multitudes in the world ; who 
are destitute of \hoso comforts and conveniences 
of this life, and moans and hopes of a better, 
which through thy favour to us we do enjoy. 
We acknowledge thee in all ; and we desire to 
ascribe unto thee the whole praise and glory of 
all. Especially our souls desire to bless thee 
for the mercies of all mercies, which thou hast 
showed, and still art pleased to continue to our 
souls; particularly what we have received and 
experienced this day; thy house open to us; 
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the word of saltation sounding in our earsi and 
the Spirit of God striving with our hearts ; and 
helping our infirmities, and enlightening our 
minds, and reviving our souls. 

O that we may not receive the grace of God 
in vain; that all thy mercies may not be lost up- 
on us ; but that we may better answer the care 
and kindness of heaven, which we have so long 
and largely experienced, and that we may so 
thankfully receive and carefully improve thy dis- 
tinguishing favours to us, and all thy bountiful 
dealings with us ; that thou mayest not withdraw 
thy tender mercies from us, but still continue 
thy accustomed goodness to us, and increase thy 
grace and heavenly blessings upon us, and re- 
joice over us to do us good. 

In mercy pass by all which in thy most pure 
and holy eyes, from which nothing is hid, have 
been amiss this day past, in any of our thoughts, 
desires, expressions or actions. O pardon our 
neglect of what we should have done, and our 
guilt of what we have misdone. Forgive the ini- 
quities of our holy things ; and enter not into 
judgment with us, even Recording to the best of 
our works and services; but overlook all our 
sins and failings, and imperfections, through our 
great Mediator and Redeemer ; who does ap- 
pear, in the presence of God in our behalf, and 
ever lives at thy right-hand, to make intercession 
for us. And for Jesus Christ, the blessed Au- 
thor of all our hopes and happiness, and for all 
the comforts and good things of this life, and 
means and expectations of that eternal glorious 
life to come, which thou art pleased to give us, 
together with him ; not unto us, O Lord, not un- 
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ibut I nto thy name be all the praise, and 
■tiT, atiG glorj, humbly and heartily rendered 
ic d of us, and of all thy church, now 
ar.« .„r .more. Amen. 

Another Evening Prayer for the hordes Day. 

OLORD, thou art good to the eoul that 
seeks thee ; thou art full of invitation, and 
all the endearments of love, to draw and encou- 
rage poor sinners to come unto thee. Thou dost 
not hid ua seek thy face in vain, nor serve thee 
for nought; but art a Lord, that hath pleasure 
in the prosperity of thy servants, and payest us 
not according to our poor imperfect services, but 
givest like thyseli^ iniinltely good and most rich 
m mercy: the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ 04ir Lord. It is not any thing in thy 
laws, O gracious Lord, but the sinfuhiess of our 
depraved nature, that makes any of them seem 
grievous to us, which are all holy, and just, and 
good, tending 1^ promote our present and eter- 
, nal happiness. ' Nor is it -any thing in thy bleas- 
ed service, but the indisposedne^s of our own 
vile hearts, that makes any part of that tedious 
to US, which is the work and joy of angels, and 
our wisdom, honour and interest ; yea, what we 
may. make our delight as weTl as our duty, to 
perform. Holy God, we are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our very lighteousnesses are as fil- 
^y rags; nor can we ever hope to be justified in. 
ihy sight^ upon account of any works or worth 
of our own ; for by our own hearts and deeds wc 
are reproved and condemned, and shoujid be left 
speechless in thy judgment, if thou, O Ix>r^ 
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shouldst call us to account, ^aceording to the me«- 
rits even of our best services, Biit we desire to 
take refuge and sanctuary under the shadow of 
our crucined Saviour ; and to be found in him, not 
having our own righteousness, but that which is 
by the faith of Jesus Christ, that the shame of our 
nakedness may be covered, and ail our sinful de- 
formities hidjfrom thine eyes; that thou mayest 
forgive us n»ercifully, and receive us graciously, 
and love us freely in the Son of thy love, in whom 
thou art well pleased. 

Command a blessing, we pray the0, O Lord, 
upon the word, which this day we faikv^ heard, 
and upon all the means of grace that have been 
used for the good of our souls. It is not of him 
that planteth, nor of him that watereth, but of 
thee^ our God, who giveth the increase. O be 
thou pleased to second the preaching of thy word 
with 4he powerful influences of thy grace and 
holy Spirit; that it may be the savour of life to 
our souls, and the power of God to our salvation. 
O let us so hide thy word in our hearts, that we 
may not, as we have done, sin against thee, but 
that it may be as a treasure within us ; to stand 
08 in stead, in every hour of temptation, and in 
all the times and cases of our need ; that we 
may walk more humbly and closely with our 
God, and more conscientiously and circumspect*- 
\j before thee ; and be so obedient to the holy 
precepts of thy word, that finally we may enjoy 
the glorious promises, of which it gives us the 
blessed revivmg hopes. 

Supply the want of thy public ordinances, wc 
beseech thee, by the immediate teachings of th j 
good Spirit, to all such as through any unavoida- 
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ble impediments are kept from tbem; and con- 
tinue to us, O gracious Lord, the li^ht of thr 
gospel, and all the happy opportunities which 
we enjoy for our souls^ advantage. And pre- 
serve us also, by thy grace, from the curse of 
barrenness, under all thy holy means, and abun- 
dant mercies; for it were better for us we never 
had them, if we were not the better for them. 
That they may not, therefore, hereafter rise up 
in judgment against us^ O make them now effica- 
cious to us ; and write thy laws in our hearts, and 
cause them to accomplish all the purposes of 
thy grace in our souls, and to shine forth with a 
<^onvincing splendour in our lives ; to make visi 
every way such as thou wouldst have us. 

And now we give thanks,. as we are infinitely 
bound, to thee, O Lord God, our heavenly Father, 
for the mercies of this day ; and for thy great 
mercy and goodness that has hitherto followed 
us all the days of our lives. O how wonderfiil 
is thy patience and long-suffering, that thou 
ebouldst all day long stretch forth thy hands to 
a rebellious and gainsaying people ! And how 
unwearied thy kindness and love, that we still 
enjoy so many comforts with our lives, who have 
taken the course to spoil all with our sins ! Yea^ 
that thou shouldst not withhold the greatest 
mercies from such as cannot pretend to deserve 
the least at thy hands ! Blessed be thy name, 
most merciful Father, that thou hast defended us 
from so many dangers in our lives, which threat- 
ened to destroy us ; and delivered us out of so 
many troubles, under which we should have 
sunjp and perished, if thou hadst not been nigh 
to us, and done great things for us. We bless 
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bee for our health and plenty, peace and liber- 
f ) for the use of oiir reason, hmbs and senses, 
nd for the comforts of all thy good creatures ; - 
or the kindness of friends, and safety from our 
enemies ; for the benefits and refreshments of 
society, and the success and prosperity of our 
ifiairs here in the world. But above all, we 
bless thee for the mercies and blessings relating 
to the world to come ; for Jesus Christ, and aU 
Bpiritual blessings in heavenly things in him, 
tending to the salvation of our souls; for remem- 
bering us in our low estate, and sending eternal 
redemption to us by the hands of thy dear Son ; 
for the light and direction of thy word; for the 
teachings and strivings, the aids and consola- 
tions of thy Spirit; for all the means and helps 
which we haVe to do us good; for all thy grace 
wrought in us, and bestowed upon us; and for all 
the discoveries and hopes of eternal glory which 
thoa hast given to us. O how infinitely indebt* 
ed are we to the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour ! O that we may ever be sensible and 
thankful as we ought ! And with all that thou 
hast given us, blessed God, give us hearts filled 
with thy love, and lifled up in thy praise, and 
devoted to thy honour and service. 

We can but acknowledge the vast debt, that 
wc are never able to pay. We cannot praise 
thee according to the riches of thy grace, and 
the multitude of thy mercies; but we desire to 
bless and praise thee, with all the capacities and 
abilities wherewith thou hast blessed us. And 
kelp us, O Lord our God, to glorify thy name, 
Bot only in speaking to thy praise, but so entire- 
ly devoting ourselves to thy pleasure, that we 
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d^y be Uune in iatthfolness, uidt iaiAe BitiofeTHj .j 
^ our heartB, even a^ the da^ ^pnr iiyeo. * . r 



O make lis ti^Ij penitent and'f|!l|)|d4^^ fot all 
which this day we hav^one amiiprand liiake 
iad onfeignedlr thankfbl fer all the good that we 
have received'; and for all^ whicl^tUba hffljK. ia 
any manner or measure, enabled UB to do Mm 
T^e^evil is from ourselves iajone, and to uTW* 
Itfbg^ shame md confusion of fao^Jbr it ; but all 
Ae good is W thy free grace, and my mere iher>- 
cy; and to ihy blessed liame, O Lord our God, 
fete all the praise and glory rendered, with the 
Biost sensible and grateial hearts, now abd tbf 
evermore. Amim.' 



A Pfcytar far any mterine£ai§ Hme of A0 iMfift 
^ - Dag. 

OLORD; the God of glory! thou fiUest hea- 
ven aftd earth with thy presence, fill my 
heart, I pray thee, with thy grace, and the mind- 
fulness of thy presence with me ; that I may de- 
mean myself, as under thy awful eyes, and ever 
manifest in thy holy sight, who art cheerfully and 
constantly worshipped alid attended by all Uie 
heavenly host of glorious angels, and immortal 
spirits above, where thousand thousands minister 
unto thee, and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stand before thee. O happy are they who are 
ever in thy blessed presence, and still taken up in 
the joyful contemplation and fruition of thee, 
and^ the things above ; who have an everlasting 
|>eriod put to all their sins, and troubles and 
temptations, here below; and have their souls 
fiill of holiness, their hearts filled with joy, and 
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their mouth0 with the everlasting praises of God* 
O Lord, look down from heaven, the habitation 
of thy holdiesf, and the throne of thy glory, and 
behold with pity the poor remnant of thy herit- 
age, who are yet upon our warfare and pilgrim- 
age in this present evil world ; beset with many 
and'mighty malicious enemies of our souls, and 
groaning for deliverance from the bondage of 
corruption, that we may be brought into tl^ glo- 
rious liberty of the childien of God. 

The good Lord pardon every one of us, that 
now endeavour to prepare and set ourselves to^ 
86ek thy face, and to meet and enjoy our God in 
the ordinances of thy worship: though we be 
not cleansed according to the purification of the 
sanctuanr, accept us in thy beloved Son, accord- 
ing to wnat we have, and fill us with thy good 
Spirit, to make us what we would be. O give 
me a devout soul, and a praying heart ; that I 
may not merely go over the words of prayer, or 
rest in any forms of godliness ; but may serve 
thee with my spirit, and lifl up my heart to the 
Lord, and, as much as is possible, converse 
above. 

It is good foi^ men to draw nigh to God ; in 
whose service consists all our honour and bliss. 
O let my heart rejoice in seeking the Lord ; and 
with great liveliness, and love, and cheerfulness, 
let me frequent thy ways, and study thy words, 
and admire thy works, and praise thy name. I 
Uess thee, my God, that thou hast given me an 
understanding to know thee, a heart to love thee, 
and a soul capable of waiting upon thee in the 
duties of thy holy immediate service here, and 
capable of enjoying thee in thy eternal he^'vtnsii 



A Prm/er/or the turd's /)oy. 

■ hereafter. I blesa thee for all opportuni- 

-e and Ivantages which I have to serve thee, 

. and t' --Tk out my salvation; for the ministry of 

wf .ion committed to thy servants, for all 

<i]rB,and writings, and preachings; and 

ir means of grace and helps heaven- 

* me also such a love to thy word, that I 
it above all the wealth of the world, 

J 1 '* better than all the pleasures of the 

sh; esteeming the words of toy tnouth more 

tnan my necessary food; and receiving it, not 

only in the light but in the love of it, that I may 

be savpd. And give me, Lord, a heart lo fear 

', a keep thy commandmento always, that 

a go well with me both now and tbrever. 

.ei uie so make thy word the rule of my life, 
that it may also be the ground of my hope; and 
while it is sounding in my ears, O be thou also 
teaching my heart to make it efficacious and sav- 
ing to my soul. And let there be such a tran- 
Eicript of the gospel in my life, that I may not 
only hear what it says, but be such as 't de- 
Bcribes. O gracious God ! continue the light and 
joyful sound of thy gospe! amongst us; and help 
us so rightly to use it, and to make our due bene 
fit of it, that we may find cause to bless and praise 
thee for it. O that every Sabbath may add still 
to our stature in Christ Jesus; and that we may 
so sanctify thy Sabbaths now while we are on 
the way, that in the end we may attain to the 
blessed Sabbath of thy everlasting rest; there to^ 
live in the sight and iove;' and in the emojUM 
and praises of thee, our God, blessed wr vnm 
wore. ^mm. 1 



mfession of the Sins ^rbidden^ with Prayer for 
cLce to perform the Duties enjoined in the Comr 
iidments : Preparatory to the Sacrament^ or ai 
/ Tinie of Humiliation. 

LORD, the great and glorious God ! against 
' whom I have grievously offended, and who, 
Dj sins art justly displeased; I know not 
•e to begin or end with the rehearsal of all 
ransgressions ; which are more than I can 
imber, and greater than I can express; 
lou art God alone, and there is none beside 
, that hast absolute sovereignty over me, and 
can be full and final happiness to me. But, 
3rd my God ; other lords besides thee have 
dominion over me. I have idolized things 
yself, and in this present world ; and have 
iem in the stead of God; either disbelieving 
being, or forgetting thy presence, or dislik* 
to retain thee in my thoughts; and living 
out thee in the world. I have not improved 
y knowledge, answerable to the means of . 
oction wherewith thou hast blessed me. And 
I have no more and better knowledge of 
, it is my shame, and owing to my sinful dul- 
and negligence in that which does most of 
!oiicern me. I have not had all my expect- 
08 from thee, nor my whole dependence up- 
h6e,.nor my chief hope and delight in thee; 
have stuck and trusted to creature comforts 
worldly enjoyments; things, short of thee, 
God, to make me happy. O how have I 
lened my heart against the fear of thy glori- 
Majesty; who can, whenever thou pleasest, 
^nd cast sinners into hell! Making boVA. lo 
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Bin against the clear light which thou hast caus* 
ed to shine upon me ! And how have I shut mj 
heart against the love of my chiefest good; who 
has still been doing me good, and laying fresh 
obligations upon me, with thy renewed favour, 
every day ! Loving the creatures and any sensu- 
al pleasures more than the God blessed forever. 

I have conceived injurious, unbecoming 
thoughts of thy infinite greatness and goodness, 
till I have become vain and wicked in my ima- 
ginations; thinking the most high and glorious 
God to be even such an one as myself. And 
instead of worshipping thee in spirit and in truth, 
it has been after my own fancy and humour, in a 
formal customary manner. 

O what light account have I made of thy great 
name 1 and what little ze<al have I showed for thj 
honour and glory ! How have^ I disregarded thj 
word and works, thy mercies and judgments, ihj 
calls and warnings, and all thy offers and invita- 
tions ; and either neglected the offices of thy 
worship, or profaned thy holy things, and abused 
religious duties, to cover my own offences; draw- 
ing nigh to thee with my mouth, when my heart 
has been far from thee. 

Thy day I have not remembered as I ought, 
to keep it holy; but have used as common, what 
thou hast set apart for sacred; and borne the 
holy season as a burden, and made bold with 
thy hallowed time to spend it upon my sloth and 
lusts, and wordly trifles and carnal impertinences. 

O how have I failed and sinned in all my rela- 
tions. As a superior, in pride and vanity; as an 
inferior, in stubbornness and envy ; as a parent 
and child, master and servant, friend and neigh- 
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K>ur; not discharging my duty in any capacity 
18 I ought 

How careless have I been of my own and 
>ther5^ souls! how passionate and unmerciful, 
contentious and revengeful ! Bitter in my words, 
malicious in my heart, tempting some into soul- 
rmning sins; and not doing what in me lies, to , 
keep others from the wicked undoing of them- 
selves ; not exerting my desires and endeavours to 
do good unto all. - 

OLord, lam unclean, unclean ! defiled with 
filthy imaginations rolling in my head, and lust- 
ful desires harbouring in my heart, and breaking 
out in corrupt communication, and carnal car- 
riage, and intemperate living after the flesh. Yea, 
I have been guilty of the spiritual whoredom, in 
forsaking the blessed bridegroom of my soul, to 
cleave to lying vanities; and to keep up that • 
friendship with the world, which is enmity with 
God. 

I have been unfaithful in the unrighteous mam- 
mon, and not honoured thee with my substance ; 
nor done the good which thou hast made rne 
capable of doing, with the world's good; but by 
idleness and injurious intrenching oil the rights 
of others, or by profuse consuming my portion on 
my own lusts, I have been a sacrilegious usurper 
of thy good creatures. 

what vicious liberties have I taken to myself, 
in speaking evil of my neighbours; using them in 
my words, as I would ill resent to be used ; slan- 
dering and reviling, dissembling or rash judging ; 
and often wronging the truth, to avenge, to excuse, 
to exalt myself. 
what a nursery of covetous and carnal desires, 

H 



has been this corrupt and wicked heart of mi; 
Cherishing and dehghting in evil motions; rej 
ing at others^ welfare ; coveting all to mys 
dnd catering onlj for the flesh, to fulfil its lu 
Such sins I have committed against thy h 
law ; and I have also sinned against thy graci 
gospel, O Lord ; not acquainting myself with 
way of salvation by Jesus Christ ; but neglect 
to great salvation, and disregarding the o 
Saviour, whom to know and win, I should hs 
accounted all things else but loss and dung, 
have not been awed by thy threatenings, nor tat 
with thy promises; nor Ustened to the calls 
thy word, nor yielded to the motions of thy S 
rit; nor believed the truths, nor loved the da 
nor plied the means, nor improved the oppor 
nities, which thou hast graciously set before n 
but have shut my eyes against the things of i 
peace, and made light of all my Saviour's doir 
and sufferings, and various methods for the s 
vation of my soul; taking pleasure in the enem 
of his cross ; little concerned for the success 
his gospel ; nor laying to heart my own or othe 
sins; nor seriously repenting, nor fervently pn 
ing; but doing all these things, as if I did them n 
Such is my heavy charge ; this is my heinc 
;uilt%0 that I may not only confess it, but be di 
tumbled for it ! And lay my mouth in the dust 
so be that yet there may be hope ! And is the 
hope for such a great and provoking sinne 
Lord of love, thou hast helped many poor misei 
ble souls in a low dangerous case ; and many 
believe, are now triumphing and praising thee 
glory, who much and long rebelled agakist th 
here below. Such are the wonders of thy grai 
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to get thee glorj in seeking and saving that which 
was lost And thy hand is not shortened, nor 
tbj mercy abated ; but still thou art able and 
ready to help * and save, as ever thou wast. O 
pat me in the way where all thy goodness may 
pass before me ; and help me to exercise such 
I humiliation and repentance in thy sight, that thou 
mayest exercise thy pardoning and saving mercy 
upon my soul ; and never lay my sins to my charge, 
Imt upon his account who was made sin for us, 
though he knew no sin, that we might be made 
die nghteousness of God in him. 

Nor do I only beg for pardon of sin, but also 
for power against it. That thy preventing may 
dash and break temptations in the first approacb^ 
lod thy assisting grace enable me to resist in the 
iBsault, and to overcome in the issue. That I 
lay never fall a miserable prey to the cruel ad- 
versary who walkr; about as a roaring lion, seek- 
H bgwhom to devour. And turn my feet, O Lord, 
- to thy testimonies ; and help me, with an enlarged 
'M keart, to run the way of thy commands. O give 
-H »e grace to take and choose thee for my God ; 
'^1 vA to know, and trust, and fear, and love, and 
^ «nre, and worship thee as God. Give me a 
^:^1 true reverence for thy name, zeal for thy glory ; 
^^1 *rioas devotion and constancy, in all the duties 
^^ of 8iy holy religion ; conscientious care of the 
t^ saoctification of thy day, and due veneration and 
•fection for all thy holy things. 
Help me also, my God, rightly to discharge all 
fitive duties, that I owe to superiors, equals, 
iferiors, and all with whom 1 have my conver- 
■ition in the world; that I may give no just offence 
•• any, but so carry towards every one, as to 
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credit my holj profession, and win others into 
the love of it O make me carefol of my owiit 
^nd of Others' souls; peaceable ajtid patient, 
merciful and kind ; desirous of, Aid whait in mfe 
lies, endeavouring to promote the good of all; so 
loving my neighbour as mvself. O make me 
chaste and continent, pure m heart, sober and 
modest in speech and carriage ; temperate m the 
use of thy good creatures; given to prayer, and 
all the exercises of godliness, that tend to morti- 
fy the sinful lusts of the flesh. Make me also 
faithful in the unrighteous mammon, contented 
with my portion, industrious in my calling, up- 
right in my dealing, honouring thee with my sub- 
stance ; and doing good, and not hurt, with what 
thou hast given me of the world's good. Help 
me, O righteous God, fitill to love and own, to 
confess and maintain the truth ; candidly to in- 
terpret thq sayings and doings of others; not de- 
lighting in their shame, but being as tender of 
their reputation, as I would desire they should 
be of mine. And help me, O my Lord, to resist 
the beginnings and first risings of evil motions in 
my mind*; and to keep my heart with all dili- 
gence, from giving any harbour there to covetous 
and unclean desires. O let me not give my mind 
to earthly things ; nor be carnally minded, which 
is death ; but spiritually minded, which is life 
and peace. And incline my heart, O good God, 
to meditate and love, and keep thy holy laws. 

O make me resolved for, and in love with, a 
life of holiness, according to thy blessed will and 
word. And let me not only think and purpose to 
live godly in Christ Jesus, but bring my purposes 
into actions, my actions into habits, and my 
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habits into a holy lasting perseverance ; endur- 
ing so to the end, that 1 may be saved. And 
through the ways of thy holy commands, O Lord, 
lead me to the joys of thy heavenly kingdom; 
thdt having my fruit unto holiness, I may find the 
end everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. *^fnen. 



A Prfxyer before the Sacrament of the Lord^s Supper. 

OWHAT ami, poor, unworthy, sinfiil wretch, 
that I should go to the table of the Lord, and 
put' myself on, for the portion of his saints ! Great 
God ! my guilt, and shame, and fear, do pull me 
back, and make me ready to conclude it pre- 
sumptuous and vain for me ever to expect such 
high honour and favour from thee, after I have 
so foully misbehaved myself towards thee, I 
durst not think of making so near approaches to 
thy holy Majesty, but that thou art pleased to in- 
vite ana command us so to do. Nor could I ever 
hope for such heavenly blessings at thy hands, 
O Lord, but that thou art so infinitely good and 
kind, even to such as deserve nothing from thee ! 
but to be forsaken and abhorred by thee. In- 
stead of stretching forth a sceptre of mercy, to 
invite me to thy table, thou mightest with the 
rod of thy wrath dash ine in pieces as a potter's 
vessel : and instead of entertaining me with the 
bread of life, and the cup of blessing, mightest 

S've me the bread and water of affliction ; and 
iTow me down, where I should in vain cry out 
for a drop to cool my tongue. 

But seeing thou art pleased to call even sin- 
ners that have undone.- tbemselveSn to cotck^ xivXs^ 
thee for belp^ and /)»t tippointed lYA^ ^act^sAKiifi 

H2 
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as a means, of conveyance, to help them to pa 
don and gface that stand in need of the same 
therefore, seeing I do extremely need thy pa 
doning mercy, and thy sanctifying grace^ I com< 
Lord, though polluted and unfit to appear befor 
thee : and I dare not but cotile; as knowing tba 
I shall be undone, keeping away from thee, 
come not. Lord, because I am worthy,* but be 
cause thou art rich in mercy. I come as th( 

Eoor (i^tarved wretch to the fire ; I come as tbc 
ungry to be fed, and as the sick and maimed to 
be recovered and healed; that I may wash in 
the blood of thy Son, and be cleansed ; that I 
may receive oi thy infinite fulness, all that is 
wanting in my wretched self; that I may so 
touch my Saviour, as to receive virtue from him; 
to heal my sinful sores, and to enable me for thj 
&ithful service. 

O that I may come in the humblest manner, 
with all reverence and godly fear ; and with the 
most earnest longings after Christ Jesus; and the 
heartiest resolutions to live unto him, that was 
pleased to die for me ! And do thou instruct me, 
O Lord, and assist me in the examination, the 
humiliation, and preparation of myself; in order 
to my safe and comfortable participation of this 
holy ordinance. Before I compass thy altar, wilt 
thou purify my heart by deep repentance and 
faith in the blood of our great Redeemer. O let 
me receive a broken and bleeding Saviour, with 
a broken and contrite heart. And make me so 
willing and obedient that I may eat the good of 
the ordinance; so conformable to thee, that 1 
may find communion with thee ; and may have 
not only representation, but a participation of 
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Christ crucified. O turq in, my Lord, aiid be 
Bot as a stranger to the soul that is the purchase 
of thy own blood. Enrich thy ordinance with 
thy presence ; that I may find him whom my soul 
desires to love, and whose love is better thaii 
wine; that Christ oiay appear and be known to 
my soul, in this bresuEing of bread; that I may 
receive such life firom thee, as may enable me to 
five unto thee ; and make me know, that thou 
abidest in me, by the Spirit which thou hast 
given me. 

Blessed Saviour ! weigh not mine, but thy own 
merits ; for I have not deserved thee, but thou 
hast redeemed me. I can never be worthy of 
thee, but give me, I beseech thee, such agreea- 

^ ble dispositions, apprehensions, affections and 
resolutions, in my coming to thee, that I may eat 

^ and drink worthily of what I am to receive from 
thee; that I may participate of thy sacred body 
cracified,and thy precious blood shed for us, with 
such discerning, and reverence, and patience, 

\ and faith, and love, and thankfulness, as I ought 
to do. And what I am not in myself, O do thou 
make me, out of thy own infinite fulness ; such a 
meet receiver at thy table, that I may find wel- 
come with thee, to my present consolation and 
my everlasting salvation. 

thou that hast prepared a table in this wil- 
demess with heavenly provisions for our souls, 
prepare my soul, dear Lord, for these provisions; 
and give me spiritual appetite, as well as spiritual 
sustenance; that as the hart pants after the water 
brooks, my soul may pant after thee, O God; that 
with desire I may desire to eat this passover; and 
60 open my mouth, that thou mayest fill my hun- 
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gry 80ul with thy good things, and so lift up the , 
everlasting doors of my heart, that the King of i 
glory may come in; that Christ may dwell in n^ I 
heart by faith, and abide with my Spirit, as long ] 
as I am to abide here in the flesh. 

O make thy ordinance healing, and the savour ,m 
of life to my soul. And make it also a seaHng 
ordinance, to clear up to me the pardon of mj 
sins, and the assurance of thy love. And as thoD 
sealest the covenant of grace, O let me seal (he 
covenant of obedience; and in such a devout 
and acceptable manner come unto thy table, tlial 
I may return from it with my conscience quieted, 
my corruptions subdued, my graces increased, 
and my soul encouraged, with an enlarged heart, 
to run the way of thy commands. 

Ah Lord ! to whom should I, can 1 repair, but 
unto thee, my life, my strength, and my Redeem- 
er! O thou that callest unto thee the labouring 
and heavy-laden sinners, help me so to come to 
rtiee, that in thee I may find rest for my soul. 
Thou that has commanded us to break our bread 
to the hungry, O break the bread of hfe toall of 
us that hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and give us, O Lord God, our heavenly Father, 
evermore give us this bread. And thou that art 
pleased still to continue to us the liberty and ad- 
vantage of this ordinance to nourish and revive 
our souls, O work in our hearts a higher esteem 
for it, and a greater love to it. And in our pre- 
parations before we eat and drink at thy table, 
in our communicating there, and our conversa- 
tion after, O teach and help us to carry beseem- 
ing the hoij heavenly feast; and as becomes the 
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-edeemed and obliged of the Lord, and the 
very living members of Jesus Christ. 

Hear me, O Lord my God, and forgive me; 
bless and direct me, quicken and assist me in 
the work now laying upon me; and be good to 
me, and deal graciously with me; that I may dis- 
cliarge all my offices heartily as to the Lord, and 
with good acceptance in the sight of God, 
through the beloved of my soul, the only Saviour 
and Redeemer. Amen-, J^men. 

A Prayer for Grace to rexi'gn and give up our- 
selves lo God. 
OMY great and glorious Maker, and Re- 
deemer, my continual preserver and keep- 
i er, my only Lord and owner ! thine I am every 
' *ay, by all the lies of duly and love ; and not at 
nij- disposal to do what i will with myself; lor 
tbu hast formed me for thyself, and dearly ran- 
somed me, after 1 had lost myself Yea, I have 
been solemnly devoted to thee, and vowed to re- 
nounce all tempters of my heart and service, that 
Would rival with my blessed Lord; and obedi- 
ently to serve thy divine pleasure, and to walk 
in Ihy holy ways, all the days of my life. And 
lo be 60 true and iaitbful in the covenant of my 
God, is not only my obligation, but my honour 
and interest, my highest perfection, and my 
greatest bliss. 

But with confusion and remorse, I must ac- 
knowledge, O Lord, how I have sacrilegiously 
alienated myself from thee, and roost foolishlj 
and wickedly forsaken thee, to serve other lords; 
yea, to be under the power and servitude of my 
own vain humours and brutish lusts ; not con- 
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cemed so much to please thee, as mjself ; as if 
I were so my own, that I had no Lord over me, 
to whom belongs all the right and title to me. 
my God ! forgive and mortify this wicked and 

{>emicious selfishness in me; and let me no 
onger unjustly withhold myself from thee; nor 
madly expose myself to ruin, by livipg in the 
world without thee; nor hang in a tremulouB 
suspense between God and mammon, vainlj 
thinking to hold in with both ; but make me so 
wise and considerate, not only of my duty but 
of my own felicity; as willingly and cheerfully to 
surrender and devote myself to the blessed 
Author of my being ; that so I may both answer 
the end for which I was made, and also attain 
the happiness whereof I am capable. Seeing all 
that are far from thee shall perish, as branches 
cut from the living root that feeds them ; and I 
have no sufficiency in myself, but derive all my 
good from the union with my God ; I am convinc- 
ed, O Jjord, that I am thine, by thy undoubted 
right; and that I ought to yield up myself for sudi, 
by my own free choice and voluntary act. Ith^ 
best for me so to do; and I can never do well in 
standing off from it. O bring me to it, and msikfi 
me faithful and hearty in it. 

My Lord ! break all the ties that detain me 
from thee, and seize and take me for thy own ; 
yea, keep and continue me in thy fear and love 
to my lifers end. And upon my mind and memo- 
ry, upon my will and affection, upon my heart and 
conscience, O write holiness to the Lord; and 
every way make me willing wholly to be thine. 
Let thy will ever be mine in all things ; and melt 
down this stubborn will into a ready compliance 
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with thy holy pleasure. O let me love and hate, 
and joy and dislike, as thou dost. Let my bouI 
and body, and all the faculties and powers of 
both, be under thy conduct, and employed to thy 
glory. Let all that 1 am, and all that I have, 
whatever is mine, O let it be thine; not in pre- 
tence only, hut in deed and in truth. And never 
let me think it hard to renounce all for thee ; who 
art infinitely better than all else that ever can 
tempt me. 

O help me so sincerely to deny myself, that 1 
may own no guide and ruler but my great Lord 
and Proprietor; that my eyes may be ever to- 
wards thee, and my whole dependence upon 
thee ; and that thou mayest be all in all to me 
and thy word my rule, and to promote thy honour 
^d pleasure, my great aim and endeavour; that 
in all things thou mayest ever be regarded and 
preferred, and glorified by me through Jesus 
Christ. jSmen. 

me devout Ejaculations and Elevations of the Soui, 
before receiving at the Lord's Table. 
T. M ^LESSED be my God, that again is pleas- 
IB ed to call me to the reconciliation-feast ; 
and after all my breaches with him, and all my 
offences against him, yet to grant me a new in- 
dulgence : and to seal my pardon afresh in the 
precious blood of his dear Son, that was shed to 
take away the sins of the world. 

II. At thy gracious invitation, Lord, I am bold 
to come, looking for that blessed benefit, which I 
know myself so unworthy to receive; that thou 
mightest justly bar up the doors of mercy against 
me, and withhold thy saving good frowvvftfc. ^>sX 
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ihj mercies, blessed God, are not to th^ ien^rnioA 
and worthy, but to the miserable and needjr. 0^ 
let me find them,a8l need them; accordingto the ' 
riches of thy bounty, and according to the great- 
ness of my necessity. 

Ill, I have no might for this great work ; bat I 
will go in thy strength, O the Lord my God. Give 
me, I beseech thee, the dispositions which thou re- 
quires! ; and work in me, what thou callest for 
from me. O let me find thy hand upon me, thy help 
with me, and thy grace sufficient for me. 

IV O that I may see thy power and thy dorj, 
80 as I have seen thee in the sanctuary ! That I 
may share in the heavenly entertainment of thy 
children, and eat and drink in thy presence, that 
bread of life, and that cup of blessing, which may 
be the life of my soul, and make glad my heart, 
even with the joy of thy salvation. 

V. O what shall I do at thy house, and thy table, 
Lord, if thou dost not appear to receive and enter- 
tain me? O that thou wouldst, in wonderful con- 
descension, bow the heavens and come down; 
and make me experience thy presence unith me, 
and that power of thy Spirit upon me; and that 
loving kindness of thine^ which is better than life! 

VI. O let not the great Lord and Lover of souls, 
keep off as a stranger to my soul! But look forth 
at the windows, and show himself through the 
lattice, and remember me in saving mercy, where 
he feeds, where he makes his flock to rest; and 
let me now taste and sec, to the satisfaction of 
my soul, how good the Lord is. 

VII. I desire to shelter under the shadow of 
my Lord Redeemer ; and to be found in Christ 
Jesus, endued with that righteousness of his 



r. 



before receiving the Lord's Si^er, 97 

which is suJficient both to atone for all my guilt, 
and also to fill up all my wants; yea, to make me 
complete and meet for the love of God, and for 
the felicity of his chosen. O God of all grace! 

five me, I beseech thee, thy Christ lo be my 
esiis ; and grant me a particular saving interest 
in that great redemption, ivhich he brings to the 
poor sinful lost world : that my soul may magni- 
fy the Lord, and my spirit may rejoice in God 
my Saviour. 

Vin. O thou that art able to do it, bring me 
into the bonds of tlie covenant ; and let me vo- 
luntarily and cheerfully enter it; not as compel- 
led to it or aggravated at it; but willing and 
glad with all my heart, to be secured in such 
blessed hands. 

IX. O make me willing in the day of thy pow- 
er; and may I this day experience, Lord, the 
powerful workings of thy blessed Spirit ; lo open 
and enlarge my heart, and make me ready and 
fit, and joyful, to receive him who stands at the 
door and knocks; even to receive Christ Jesus 
(lie Lord into my sonl. 

X. O how unworthy am I, Lord, (bat thou 
shouldst come under my roof; unworthy to eat 
the crumbs that iall under thy table! but thy in- 
finite merits can cover all my sins and unworthi- 
nees; and recommend me to the just and holy 
Majesty of heaven, even as if I had not sinned. 
O deal so graciously with me, my Lord, and my 
God, I beseech thee, and forgive, and heal, and 
help me ; and exercise thy power and pity, and 
great salvation upon me ; and come into my soul, 
with all the blessing^ and consolations of thy 
coming into the world. 
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■ XI. O Lord ! my soul ia polluted and unclean ; 
but thy precious blood can cleanse me from all 
my sins and defilements; and make me fit to re- 
ceive thee, to my profit and comfort: O epeak 
thou tlieword,andl shall be clean and whole; and 
my Boul shall live and forever bless thy name. 

XII. Assist me mercifully, O Lord, in my de- 
signs and endeavours to obtain the blessed fru- 
itions, whereof thou hast made me capable. 
forgive my unworlhiness; cover my deformities; 
help my infirmities; quicken mydulness; pre- 
pare me for thee ; draw me unto thee ; bring me 
into the enjoyment of thee ; now in part, as far 
as I can attain ; and hereafter in fulness, as much 
as my heart shall desire, and that forever. 

XIII. O that thy ordinance now may be the 
means of my establishment; to derive unto my 
BOul, out of the fulness of Christ Jesus, grace 
Buiricieiit to make me holy and lively, and able 
for my duty; faithful in it, and constant to it! 
And what 1 have not in myself, Lord, do thou 
give me ; and what I am not of myself, O do thou 
make me, for thy own mercy ^s sake. Amen, Amen. 

Thanksgiving and Prayer after the Sacrament o/tht 
Lord's Supper. 

X DESIRE with all my soul to adore and mag- 
nify thy blessed name, O Lord God, my hea- 
venly Father, for all the expressions of thy love 
and bounty, to me m. poor unworthy sinner. Par 
ticularlr, for thy precious favours and the renew- 
ed pledges of thy love in Christ Jesus, which 1 
have received from thee this day ; that thou hasi 
admitted me, not only into thy house but to th] 
table ; and used me as thy friend and the chih 
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of thy family ; who deserves to be cast out as an 
enemy, and to be trampled even as the offscour- 
ing of all things. O wliat manner of love is this, 
that I should fare so well, and deserve so ill at 
thy hands ! O that it should be so done to 
wretched sinful men! that the God so greatly of- 
fended by us, should not only forgive us, but en- 
tertain and feast us with all the good things, 
which our blessed Saviour has merited and pre- 
pared for us ! Lord, what is man, that thou art 
so mindful of him, and the sou of man that thou 
60 visitest him ! And what am T, one of the vilest 
and sinfullest of men, that the great Lord, so ill 
used by me, should deal so exceeding graciously 
with me! O make me to know the things that 
are freely given me of God, and how much I do 
owe unto the Lord, for all thy kindness to my 
soul, which thou hast redeemed and eternally 
obliged to thyeelf O give me a heart deeply 
sensible of thy mercy, and steadfastly purposing 
to live to thy glory; that I may show my thank- 
fulness for thy benefits, by my obedience to thy 
precepts. O keep me mindful of the vows of 
God upon me ; and help me to live, as having my 
holy Redeemer now dwelling in me. 

And as I have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so enable me to walk in him ; to walk more 
worthy of the Lord unto all well-pleasing; to 
walk in love, as Christ loved us ; and to go on in 
the strength of what I have received from thee, 
to live unto thee; following after holiness, as be- 
ing not only brought so nigh to, but intimately 
conjoined with the holy one of God. 

As I have eat and drank the sacramental 
bread and wine, to the nourislmaent and refresh.- 
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ment of mj frail bodj; so let the crucified bodjr 
and effiised blood of God my Saviour, nou 
rish and sustain mj immortal soul unto life eter- 
nal ; and reyive me with the sense of thj pardon, 
and peace, and love, that is better than wine, 
and better than life itself. 

And O that the sacrifice oi Chnst J esus, that 
sacrifice of himself which he offered upon the 
cross, and which I hare this day been commemo- 
rating at thy table, may atone for all the failings 
and miscarriages in my preparations and perform- 
ances ! That upon the account of that grand 
propitiation for the sins of the whole world, I 
may be spared and accepted with thee my God, 
here to thy blessed love, and hereafter to thy 
heavenly glory ; through him that gave himselif 
for us, and has also given himself to us ; even the 
Son of thy love, and the great Lover of our souls; 
for whom, and to whom, with thy eternal Self 
and holy Spirit, be all thanks and praise, and 
honour, and glory, ascribed of me, and of all thy 
church, now and for evermore, Jlmen. 



Some devout Ejaculations and Elevations of the Sdtd^ 
after receiving at the LiorcTs Table. 

I. g^ LORY be to thee, O Lord our God, that 
XJT in our extreme need of a Redeemer, 
thou hast made such gracious provision for our 
souls ; and sent thy Son to die for our sins, and 
to save us who had destroyed ourselves. Arid 
that he who offered himself upon the cross for us, 
is pleased to offer himself at his table unto us ; 
where I have been tasting the fruits of his love, 
and receiving my share among the redeemed of 
the Lord. 
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n. I bless thee, tnj God, for the mercies of a 
Saviour; without which all mercies else would 
be unavailable, and do me no good, I bless 
thee, that thou hast not withheld thy Son, thy 
only Son, from us, but given him to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins, and to be the life and ibod 
of our souls. 

III. I sat down under his shadow, and his fruit 
was sweet to my taste. I have been entertained 
at the table of the Lord; and tliere his banner 
over me was love. 'Twas love that gave me the 
Saviour whom I have been receiving; and the 
opportunitj now to come, and rest, and feast my 
soul upon him. 

IV. Return to thy rest, O my soul, for the 
Lord has dealt bountifully with thee. Thy life 
is given thee at his hands ; who forgiveth all thy 
sins, and healeth all thy diseases ; and not only 
redeems thee from destruction, but crowns thee 
with loving kindness and tender mercies ; and 
satisfies thy mouth with good things, and those 
the best of all things, even his pardon and peace, 
his Son and his Spirit; the riches of his grace, 
and the pledges of his glory. 

V. Blessed be my God, for that bread which 
came down from heaven, to give life unto the 
world. And blessed be thy name, O gracious 
Lord, for my share in this highest expression of 
thy wonderful love and bounty. 

VI. Eternal thanks and praise be unto thee, O 
blessed God my Saviour, for all thy glorious 
achievements, in laying the sure foundation for ■ 
our good hope, and everlasting consolation. 

VII. Thou hast loved us, and redeemed us. an4 
washed us from our sins in thy own bVooA. KtA. 
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O how infinitely indebted am I to thy mercy, that 
thou callest me to this sweet heavenly entertain- 
ment; which cost thee so dear, to purchase and 
provide for us! 

VIIL O make me more sensible of thy love, and 
more thankful for all its blessed effects ; and let me 
now find the happy fruits of strength and refresh- 
ment to my soul; even strength against all the 
temptations that would pluck me from thee, and 
engage me in rebellion against thee; and such re- 
freshments as may take my heart off* from all the 
pleasures of sin ; and make it my meat and drink 
to do the will of my heavenly Father. 

IX, After 1 have tasted the pleasures of fifty Fa- 
ther's house, O let me not go to feed upon husks. 
Aivd let nothing wear off* or wear out the savour 
that I have had of things heavenly ; nor let a world 
part between me and the blessed Saviour of the 
world. 

X. Let me not turn my back upon the Lord of 
love, that has been so good and kind to my soul 

let me not break with my heavenly Sovereign, 
to whom now again I have vowed allegiance. 

XL Whither shall I go from thee, O blessed 
Jesus, who hast the words and the gift of eternal 
life? All is in thy hands; and thou art the best 
of all Lords, who dost not rule us, but to bless 
us; and canst have no ends upon us in ordering 
of us, but only to keep off* ruin from us, and to 
secure the highest happiness to us. 

XII. I will admire, and love, and praise my 
Lord; I will believe and trust in his tried mercy; 

1 will rejoice and glory in his great salvation* 
And who shall pluck me out of his hands? 
What shall separate me out of hfe love? Mjf 
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beloved is mine, and I am his. Tbine I am, O 
Lord, and thine I will be, while I have my being. 
XIII. Yet Lord of all power and love ! I be- 
seech thee keep thy servant from falling ; and 
preserve me in every time and case of danger. 
do not suffer me to undo myself; but pity my 
frailty, and relieve my infirmity; and in thy 
hands let me be safe and never perish, but attain 
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ my 
great Redeemer and only Saviour. Jlmen^ Amen* 

Prayer and Humiliation for a Public Fast-Day. 

f\ LORD God, glorious in holiness, and of 
" purer eyes than to behold any iniquity with- 
out abhorrence of it, and indignation against it ! 
How shall man, sinful man, that drinks in iniqui- 
ty like water, appear before thee ? And how 
shall we, vile and frail, polluted and depraved 
as we are, show ourselves in the presence of 
such a great and wise, just and holy God, as thou 
art! When we look upon thy perfect law, and 
see what we should be, what manner of person, 
in all holy conversation and godliness ; and when 
we reflect on our own hearts and lives, and find 
what we are ; how wanting in our duty, and how 
contrary to that holy rule which thou dost pre- 
scribe to us, by which to keep our hearts and to 
order our conversation ; we cannot come into thy 
presence, O Lord, without confusion of face, and 
anguish of soul, and remorse of conscience, to 
think how foolishly and wickedly we have done ; 
and how abject and wretched we have made 
ourselves; even viler than the dust of the earthy 
or any thins that moves upon it. 
Besides mat we brought with us a corrupt name 
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into the world, full of strangeness to (hee our God, 
and full of enmity against ihy holy, good and right- 
eous laws; we have raispent the most of our time 
here in the neglect of thj work, and in disobedi- 
ence against thy word; daily multiplying our 
offences against thee, as thou hast been pleased 
daily to multiply thy blessings and favours upon 
us. O the precious time that we have lost, the 
means that we have neglected, the mercies that 
we have abused, the calls and warnings, offers and 
invitations, that we have disregarded! How bold 
have we made withthyglorious Majesty, and with 
thy holy laws ! What little awful regard have we 
had to thee ! What little conscientious fear of 
offending thee ! 

O the crying sins and abominations, the pre- 
vailing wickedness, and Ilie bold open impieties, 
^ihe sivearing and drunkenness, the pride and unclean- 
ness, the cruel enmity, and all manner of injustice, the 
corrupt communication, and ungodly conversation] 
whereby God is so greally dishonoured and pro- 
voked every day, almost every where ! And O 
how large a share have we had in adding to the 
public guilt ! Sinning as we have done, in all 
estates and affairs, in all relations and circum- 
stances of our lives ! And not only through 
weakness and surprise, and the violence of 
temptations; but many times knowingly, wilfully 
and presumptuously; with a high hand, and stiff 
neck, against thee, our glorious Maker, and 
Judge eternal ; and O how great a weight have 
we added to all our other sins, by the hardness 
of our hearts and our impenitent continuance in 
our sins! Committing great sins with little re- 
morse, little penitent concernment for all the evils 
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whereof we have been guilty ! Yea, Lord, how 
unsuitable still are our hearts and our Hves for 
those holy rules, which thy word gives us in 
charge to follow ! So much is there still amiss 
with, and wantinginus, that it is the greatabound- 
ing mercy of our Lord, that thou dost yet length- 
en out our lives, and thy patience with us; and 
still leave us any of these opportunities, to hum- 
ble ourselves before thee, and to cry lor mercy 
to thee, in that day of grace, which through the 
forbearance of our God is yet over us. 

We have not glorified thee, O Lord, in bear- 
ing fruits of holiness answerable to thy revealed 
will, and to thy obliging love; but wc desire to 
give glory to God, in confessing our sins, and 
humbling our souls, and acknowledging our de- 
sert of all thy judgments ; and admiring and mag- 
nifying the riches of that grace and mercy, which 
has spared us so long a time, and showed us such 
marvellous kindness still, notwithstanding all the 
high provocations of our sins. Lord, we have 
heard, and blessed be thy name, we have found, 
that the King of heaven Is a merciful King. 
That with thee, our God, there is mercy, that 
thou mayest be feared ; that our sins, though great 
and manifold, may be" pardoned; and that our 
souls, though ruinous, and much endangered, by 
reason of our sins, may be recovered and healed, 
and eternally saved ; O help us so to accuse, and 
judge, and condemn ourselves, that we may not 
be judged of the Lord, to be condemned with 
the world; and so to lay our sins to heart, that 
thou mayest never lay them to our charge, but 
upon the account of thy Son our Saviour ; whom 
thou hast given to be the propitiation for our sina ; 
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and in whom thou art a God gracious and mo 
ciful to poor sinners; that deserve nothing at all 
from Ihec, but to be forsaken and abhorred by 
thee. For his sake, O good God ! give us repent- 
ance and pardon for all that is past, wherein we 
have offended thee; whether they be our sins of 
omission or commission; sins of weakness or 
wilfulness; failings or presumptions; the sins of 
ignorance, or such as we have committed against 
light and knowledge; O gracious Lord, humble 
us duly under the sense of them, and absolve us 
thoroughly from the guilt of them, O set our sins 
in order before us, and make us to know our 
transgressions, and the evil of our own hearts; 
and every one of us so to search and try our 
ways, that we may turn to the Lord, and bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance ; and not only 
loathe ourselves in our own sight, for the evils 
whereof we have been guilty; but also loathe, as 
much as ever we have loved, the Ihinss which 
displease thy holy will, and hishonour thy bless- 
ed name. O that we may forsake our sins, not 
only in the outward commission, but in the in- 
ward affection; not reserving to ourselves any 
sin or lust to be spared, nor any way of wicked- 
ness, wherein we would he allowed ; but keep- 
ing at that distance which thy holy word teachM^ 
us to keep, from every evil and accursed tbia£ 
that is abomination in thy sight, and destructirti 
to our souls ; and cleansing ourselves from all 
filthiness of flesh and spirit, endeavouring toper- 
feet hohness in the fear of God. 

We have been accessary to the accumulated 
heinous guilt that endangers us all, and calls for 
judgments on the land. O that we may be as 
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forward to contribute our help,by thehumitiation 

of dur souls, and the reformation of our lives, to 

save our nation; and to turn away the anger gone 

out against us, that we perish not. Save us, O 

Lord, from our sins, which are the enemies of our 

own house; more mischievous to us than any 

other evils or enemies abroad. O pour out a 

spirit of serious repentance and reformation upon 

the whole nation ; to heal the distempers of our 

souls, to curb the disorders of our lives, and to 

recover the decayed power of godliness in the 

land ; and so prepare and dispose us not only for 

thy temporal mercies, but for the mercy of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. Help us so to 

turn from the evil of our ways, that thou mayest 

tarn from the fierceness of thy wrath, and cause 

thy anger towards us to cease. O that we may 

fear the rod, and who has appointed it ! And so 

prepare to meet thee, our God, in the way of 

thy judgments, that the God of peace may think 

thoughts of peace to us, and not of evil ; and to 

give us an expected end, and the desired issue, 

of all our fears and dangers. 

Thou canst show us great and mighty things, 
which we know not, and exceed all our expect- 
ations, as well as our deservings, by thy bounti- 
ful favours : and though thou mightest make us 
kaow the worth of slighted mercies, by their want, 
and deprive us of all the good, which we have 
80 little improved, and so greatly abused ; yet O 
howmanypromisesofthy word, and what frequent 
experience, which we have had of thy mercy, in 
time of our need, do encourage us still with hope 
to look unto thee, our God, and to wait for the 
salvation of the Lord ! O how long, in all our pro 
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vocations, hast thou spared us ! And how oflen, 
in our distresses, sent wonderful redemption to 
us ! And to thee, who hast helped and delivered, 
in time past, do we look still for help and deliver- i 
ance. O our God, be thou pleased to take the 1 
motive now from thy own mercy, that has so far 
been pleased to interest \hy glory in our safety; 
and go on to help and deliver us, for the glory of 
that merey which first made us thy people, and 
still has owned us for thy peculiar care. O do 
not abhor us, nor forsake us for tliy name's sake; 
but be jealous for thy land, and pity thy people. 
Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts, and cause 
thy face to shine, and we shall he saved. 

Either in mercy turn away the evils from us; 
or prepare us for them, and support us under 
them, and bring us happily out of them ; that we 
may not sink and perish in them, but find spiri- 
tual good, by temporal evils; and find the light 
momentary afflictions to work for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; and all i 
things concurring to promote our grace and our I 
peace with God, through Jesus Christ. And 
though thou shouldst feed us with bread of ad- 
versity, and water of affliction, yet let not our 
teachers be removed into corners; nor bring us 
under a famine of the word of the Lord; nor 
give ns over to the formality of a lifeless profes- 
Bion ; under all the means of grace, to send lean- 
ness into our soul. Though thou permit the 
floods and storms to arise and increase, yet for- 
tify us so by thy grace, that we may not be 
moved by any of those afflictions, so as to turn 
the blessed advantage of sufFering for thee into 
an occasion of falling from thee. 
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ig the truth itself will not make us free if 
: not true to it ; ^nd the purest religion 
be our defence; when we continue still 
as to shroud the worst conversation, un- 
best profession. O help us, Lord, to rid 
nds and our hearts nf all the accursed 
that provoke thy wrath and indignation 
us. And let us wiselj consider of thy 
and know the time of bur visitation, and 
1 to the calls, and take the warnings^ and 
3 the means and mercies vouchsafed to us, 
7C have them ; and follow the conduct of 
d providence, and comply with all thy gra- 
lethods used, to reclaim us from our sin's, 
'eform our lives, and save our souls ; that 
|r not be in vain to us, but at least jpffect 
•pose of thy saving mercy upon us ; to de* 
3 from the evils to come, and to set us 
o the hands of Jesus Christ, our blessed iS 

nd Saviour. Amen. %. 
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on and Prayer for the Evening of a Public |{ 

Fast-Day. % 

>RD most high and holy, the God of all | 

ver and glory, against whom we have jl; 
sinned, and who by our sins hast been 
provoked ; we arc under a necessity still 

3 and appear before thee ; and we dare i j 

}p away from thee. But O with what t 

nee can we look up to the Majesty of hea» 'Ij 

lom we have so ill used, and so much of- ' t. 

f ':l 

• I 

may w^e be abashed and struck down, 'j 

ink ourselves of all the evil that we have \] 

nd all the sins of heart and life which still i. 

K 
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we are in ; when we remember, O Lord, ani 

consider thy perfect understanding of every par 

(icular, thy holiness to hate, thy justice to re 

quite, and thy power to punish every wicked^B 
thing. 

We fall down, and humble ourselves here at^H 

thy feet, blessed glorious God, confessing th* 

grievous guilt of all our sins, and our due de 

sert of thy heavy judgments. For we cannol^'t' 

but own ourselves to be some of those degene 

rate children whom thou hast nourished and ^ 
brougth up, that have rebelled against thee=- 
Yea, have made the bolder to offend thee, tht—K 
better thou hast dealt by us. 

Holy Father ! we are filled with confusion, Ig=:^ 
think what little proportion our lives do bear tcz:^ 
our names; how unsuitable to our profession ha^^ 
been our conversation; and how inconsistent w^^ 
have been with ourselves; when we are callet^' 
the children of God, the members of his Christy 
and the heirs of his glory; and call the gospel 
our rule, and profess to believe all the greai 
eternal things which it contains; and yet carry, as 
if we did not know or mind the privileges that 
we have, nor the relation and obligations in 
which we stand. I 

Yea, this may not only fill our faces with shame, I 
but our hearts with dread; lest our very profes- \ 
sion of thy holy religion should rise up in the \ 
judgment against us, to aggravate our condemn- ' 
alion upon us; because we would so sin against 
ou! own belief and knowledge, to pnll down the 
more heavy intolerable, doom upon our own 
beads. 
I - We have been vain and carnal, proud and tui'^-H 
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ki^iaiikfol in our health and prosperous state ; and 

Mullen and forward, murmuring and desponding in 

our low afflicted condition. The kindness and 

tlie mercy that should have allured us unto thee, 

Buid encouraged us the more fatthfuUj and cheer- 

fiiUy to serve thee, has made us but foi^etful of 

%;hee, and to wax wanton against thee. And the 

correction and trouble that should have driven 

mis out of our sins, and hastened us to flee for the 

life of our souls, has but put us out of patience, 

^nd filled us with prejudice against thy righte^ 

ous hand, and with hard and unworthy thoughts 

of our God. And so, we have made shift still to 

keep the hold of our sins, notwithstanding all thy 

various methods to break us of them. 

Yea, to thee,0 Lord, who searchest the hearts, 
and triest the reins, we must acknowledge and 
bewail the sins of our hearts and minds ; our vain 
thoughts, and proud imaginations, our lustful and 
covetous desires, our envious and malicious pro- 
jects ; for these corrupt the fountain, and defile 
the habitation of thy blessed Spirit. These are 
the seeds and roots of all the other evils in our 
lives ; and render us even as criminal in thy 
sight, as if we had outwardly acted what We 
have 80 inwardly devised. Such vile inclina- 
tions and profaneness to evil, approving of it and 
delighting in it, and consenting to it, carries so 
much guilt and malignity along with it, that even 
for this, thou mightest iustly abhor us and con- 
demn us, in that day when God shall judge the 
secrets of men, by Jesus Christ. 

Thus we must criminate and arraign our- 
selves; confessing that iniquities prevail against 
us, temptations are still pressing u^ow m^\ ^"cl^ 
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lOur BIDS, O how often do they get the ascendanK 
OFer U8 ! Still we are offending our holy Lord ^ 
mid still we are carrying in us the corrupt na — 
ture, the carnal mind, the opposition to thy righ — 
teous law, and an enmity against God, which& 
threatens us with thy wrath and ruin. 

We read of such as cannot cease from sin ; 
and su.ch, O Lord, thou knowGst us in a great- 
measure to be; that have brought ourselves 
under the sad necessity of sinning against thee ^ 
and so entangled our guilty souls in the tempter's 
snare, as to be taken captive by him, even at his 

[.will. 

,0 We call to mind, with shame and remorse* 
how we have provoked the eyes of thy jealousy, 
and affronted thy glorious Majesty ; how fre- 
quently we have so sinned, and how heinously 
offended. 

Bui aficr a]] this', so much amiss that we have 
done, and when wecannot but thus acknowledge 
what great and provoking sinners we have been, 
yet O what sorry works have we made of our re- 
pentance for our sins; O how little have we done 
at it, but triJe with it! Even when we talk of 
humiliation, and pret^d lo it, and argue for 
it, O Lord thou knowest how seldom we have 

'engaged init,and howsuperficially we have gone 
over it, in the proper seasons for it; how hard 
and unrelenting have been our hearts! and how 
loath and backward to the most needful, work! 
O good God! wilt thou humble us, that we 
have been no trtore humbled; and lay not to our 
charge the sins of those services which we have 
so ill performed. And seeing utirepented sins 
are the causeof thy dreadful judgments, O that 
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the dread of thy judgments may drive us out of 
all such sins! And when the wrath of God is 
reFealed from heaven against them, O let us not 
dare (o continue in them. When the axe is laid 
to the root of the tree, and thy hand is lifted up, 
as ready to do execution upon us, O that we 
maj be so warned and reclaimed, and bring 
forth such fruits meet for repentance, that we 
majr not be. hewn. down and cast into the fire, 
Dor die or perish in our sins ! but may find a way 
of escape, and mercy from the Lord, and grace 
to help in all times of our need. 

And the Lord in mercy pity our frailties and 
infirmities, and forgive us all our sinful neglects 
and iniquities. And for what is still wanting in 
us, be thou graciously pleased to accept the 
foil and perfect merits and righteousness of thy 
dear Son, our most holy Saviour; aqd let his 
precious blood be heard speaking for us ; where 
We have nothing to say for ourselves; and where 
We are so unworthy to be beard on our own ac- 
count. 

Be merciful, O God, to this sinful nation, that 

has so long enjoyed, and so much abused thy 

rich and sundry blessings, and still goes on to 

provoke thee daily. O forgive the many crying 

sins, for which thou mightest justly abhor us, and 

reject us, and lay us desolate, and so forsake us 

ofterly, as to be favourable to us no more. Yet 

grant us thy grace we beseech thee, so to repent 

and amend, that we may be spared and saved 

from all the judgments which we have so much 

deserved. 

that thy warnings and threatenings, and 
:hastenings^ may no! leave us still an unrelenting^ 

K2 
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incorrigible people, nor pass over us, without 
working an humble submission and unfeigned re* 

Eentance upon us ! O that we may find the 
lessed reconciliation with our God, in hum- 
bling ourselves before thee, returning unto thee, 
and bringing forth such fruits of new and better 
obedience, as, in the Lord our righteousness, 
shall be favourably accepted by thee; that wc 
may not sink under our fears', nor be ruined by 
our sins, but plucked as a brand out of the fire; 
to survive our dread and danger, and to seethe 
good of thy chosen, and rejoice in the gladness 
of thy nation, and glory with thy inheritance. 

And for all the mercy which in judgment thoa i 
hast still remembered towards us; and for all '> 
thy wonderful patience with us, and long-8uffe^ 
ing of us; and that continued matter and occa- 
sion of thankfulness, which we have yet before 
us; that we are not all consumed, nor only 6pa^ 
ed, but many ways still blest aiid favoured ; not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy name 
alone, be all the praise and glory rendered with 
humble and grateful hearts, by us, and by aU 
thine every where, now and for evermore. Jmen. 

n^n Mdition in Time of War. 

OLORD, the great and dreadful God! against 
thee we have so greatly sinned and carried 
us such enemies to thy glory ; that thou mayest 
justly use our enemies, as thy scourge to correct 
Us, and to make us feel some of the smart of our 
sins; for which it is meet that we should patient- 
ly bear thy indignation, even under such thy 
^Jealings. But however thou shalt he pleased to 
^^press thy anger against us, O let us not fall in- 
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r hands whose very mercied are crueL 
3 God, let not man prevail, nor those that 
. swallow us up : but scatter them by thy 
and bring them down, O Lord, our shield. 
:hat makest the wrath of man to praise 
) work thy glory even out of that which 
10 contrary : yea, restrain the remainder 
' wrath; and put a stop to the effusion of 
that wars may cease, and our land have 
id thy people be blest with peace. Our 
re upon thee, our great Saviour, and 

Deliverer, to give ua help from trouble, 
e vain else is all the help of man. In 
•f danger, O be thou our shield and buck- 
1 when our sins lay us open to the malice of 
8, gracious God, be thou our hiding-place, 
erve us from the feared evils and deserved 
3nts. O for thy truth's sake, for thy church's 
)r thy beloved Son, our blessed Saviour's 
pare us, good Lord, and give us not up a 
zh to the enemies of our holy religion ; nor 
m ever have cause to rejoice in our ruin. 
3 forth with our armies, thou Almighty 
r hosts, and bless and prosper all, both our 
)d naval forces. And that we may not be 
dlion against heaven, while others are 
I agj\inst us, O save us from our provoking 
id direct our ways to please the Lordj . 
I p us so to make our peace with our God, 
3u mayest make even our enemies to be 
*e with us. O pui^e the camp of every 
thing, which enleebles their strength, and 

their attempts, that they cannot stand 
their enemies. And turn them from all 
evocations which weaken our hopes bjr 
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receiving good by their hands. Cover thou their 
heads in the day of battle ; and perserve them in 
all the times and cases of danger. O let them 
be as the sun when hegoeth forth in his strength; 
and return with safety, honour, victory, and all 
good and happy success. O hear the prajere j 
and cries of tby servants which stand in the gap, \ 
interceding in the anguish of their souls for these | 
poor sinful nations, which have so long abused 
the rich vouchsafe men ts of thy mercy, that we 
may be spared and saved, and by the kind hand 
of Omnipotent mercy, plucked as a brand out rf j- 
the fire, to survive our sins and our fears, and to : 
see the good of thy chosen, and to rejoice in the \ 
gladness of thy nation, and^lory. with thy inherit- ' 
ance ; for all the riches of thy grace and good- 
ness to us in Jesus Christ. Amen. h 



In Tims of Infection. 

O LORD God, the Giver of our health, which 
is the blessing that sweetehs all the other 
blessings of our livies : it is only of thy mercy 
that we have so much health continued, after the 
disorderly manner in which we have lived. And 
O how just were it with thee, utterly to take^ 
away that health from us which we h^ave bo greats ■ 
ly abused to a forgetfulness of thee, and wanton- 
ness against thee! how justly mightest thoa 
smite us with the most sharp and noisome dis- 
eases, which our nature most abhorreth : to har- 
ry us out of the land of the living, and put a sor- 
rowful end to our wretched days! Our flesh 
trembles for fear of thee, and we are afraid of 
thy judgments, lest thou shouldst strike into us 
the arrows of the Almighty, for the poison there- 
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nk up our spirits: lest thou shouldstgive 
ath a command to come in at our doora 
idows, and make havoc among us, and 
s away, with the besom of destruction, 
lou Hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof 
f trouble; regard not our ill deserts i but 
er thy own tender mercies, and gracious 
i ; and take pity on us, and turn away 
;ue from us. Put a stop to the raging in- 
and say to the destroying angel, it is 

That we may not be so afraid for the 
Y night, nor for the arrow tliat flies by 
r for ihe pestilence that walketh in dark- 
r for the destruction that wasteth at nobn- 
t With ease in our minds, and gladness 
hearts, may serve thee faithfully and 
\y all our days: and* devote our spared 
lich we have begged at thy hands, and 
th and every mercy, to be laid out and 

thy honour and glory; through the 
and the righteousness of thy dear Son, 
t compassionate and prevailing Medi- 
us Christ Jlmen. 



In Time of Famine. 

\D most High, the Creator of every com- 
[ thou hast long dealt miLthy oomforta- 
>ings with a plentiful hand to us; and we 
*ly enjoyed all the abundance of thy good 
aped upon us. But when thou hast fed. ns 
[1, how have we kicked against our bless- 
tor, and most bountiful Provider: and 
d the provisions for our bodies, to feed 
3 that war against our souls; and to 
en and embolden us in our rebellion 
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a^inst the Majesty of heaven! most righte< 
therefore, we cqnfess, would be thy judgmei 
holy God, if thou shouldst stretch out upon 
the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiu* 
and break the staff of Our bread; and curse 
in all our store, and in all the endeavours of 
hands, to help ourselves. 

But O thou blessed Father of mercies! inn 
cy avert from us the hunger, and thirst, 
nakedness, and want of all things, which is the 
desert of our sins, and of our wi<iked abuse 
thy creature-comforts; that the hqsbandi 
may not be ashamed, sowing inuch and gathei 
little: and that the land may not mourn, and 
the inhabitants, with the beasts of the field, i 
the fowls of heaven. Humble us, O Lord, 
all our sins ; and turn us from that wickedr 
which turns our land into barrenness : aiid i 
again be pleased to command a blessing u; 
the blasted comforts, and abundantly bless 
provision, and satisfy our poor with bread; i 

Spve us fruitful seasons, filling our hearts y 
ood and gladness; that we may see thy ha 
and sing and praise thy power, and admire i 
adore thy mercy and bounty : and in the streu 
^d refi^eshment of our comforts restored, joj 
ly devote oureelv^e to thy holy service, all 
days of our lives, jlmen. 

Devout Application to the Lord in Time of ^ 
Thunder^ or some terrible Tempest. 

rk LORD God, most High and Almighty ! ^ 
^^ lookest upon the ejarth, and it trembles; 
touches the mountains and they smoke. I 
wonderful art thou and terrible in all thy wc 
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BU[id doings ! to make us fear and tremble before 
thee; who hast all the creatures at thy will, to 
employ them when thou wilt, as the execution- 
ers of thy wrath; and even the devouring lire^ 
and stormy winds, so outrageous in themselves, 
jret do fulfil thy word. In these astonishing 
flames, the roaring noises, and dreadful commo- 
tions, thou showest the power of thy hand, which 
no creature is able to resist. When the God of 
dory thunders and causes his voice, in an amaz- 
ing manner, to be heard from heaven, thou 
makest us to hnow the terrors of the Lord, and 
bow fearful a thing it is to fall into the hands of 
the living God. The dangers that startle and 
come so nigh us thou mightest make them the 
messengers of thy heavy judgments upon us. 
And we must own it, Lord, to be only of thy 
mercies that we are not consumed, because thy 
compassions fail not. O let these thy compas- 
sions now be extended to us, and showed upon 
08. And in tender mercy cause the threatening 
destruction to pass over us. 

Great God ! there is no abiding of thy wrath ! 
though we deserve it, we are not able to stand 
before it; but fall down, and humble and submit 
ourselves to thy omnipotent glorious Majesty; 
beseeching thee to spare us, and to save us from 
the mischief and ruin which thou mightest justly 
commission and empower to destroy us. And 
from the peril and hurt of lightning and tempest, 
and sweeping judgments and sudden death, good 
Lord deliver us. 

O despise not the prayers of thy poor crea- 
tures, crying to thee in our distress and extremi- 
ty; but now and evermore vouchsafe to \v^^t^O 
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qst; graciously hear as, O Christ; graciously 
. • us, O Lord Christ, and let ua find mercy 

[ irom thee now, and in that great day of the Lord, 
; wherein the heavens, being on fire, shall be dis- 
Kolved, and the elemenls shall melt with fervent 
,- heat; and the earth, wiih all its works, be burnt 
» up. O if these eights and noises, and shakings 
be (?o terrible to us now! how unspeakably as* 
toniishing will it be, when tlie whole mighty 
frame of nature shall crack and sink, and tumble 
down! O Lord of all mercy save us now from 
our sina, that would then utterly consume us 
with terrors. For ihey are our sins that make 
us afraid ; and fearfutness surprises us, becauae 
we have been false in thy covenant, and rebel- 
lious against thy word, and provoked the Lord 
our God to be angry with us. O forgive usall 
the e;uilt and transgression which do fill us with 
fearful expectation of thy wrath and fiery iiidig* 
nation. And let the all-sulficient merits of our 
Lord and Redeemei**8 bloody paaaion, that pas- 
sion which made the earth to quake, and the 
rockB to rend, atone for every wickedness, 
whereby we have oflTended the holy Majesty of 
hdbVen. 

'^'Arid O that we may not eniy be stunned and 
Btruck down for the present ; when thou dost so 
^ffadfully discover thyself to us, and shake (hy 
rod over us; hut of thy mercy, O Lord, wake us 
out of alt carnal tjecurity and hardness of heart, 
4ndforgetfulnessof ourGod, who is aconsuming 
fire. As the thunder-stonn, though frightful, use 
to be fruitful; so may the dread of thy judg- 
ments produce some good fruits of thy Spirit in 
us. Blessed God, let thy terrors soften onr 
bearis, and leave auch deep and V&%\\n^imi;ires- 
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Bions on our minds, that we may never disregard 
the works of the Lord, nor the operalion ot his 
hands ; but with all awfuhiess revere and adore 
the Supreme Eternal Ruler oi al! the world ; and 
in thy holy fear keep back from every evil pro- 
voking thing; and carry ourselves towards the 
Lord our Gcd, in a humble, godly, circumspect 
jianner, as long as we have a day to live; even 
> from this time forth for evermore, ^men. 



In Time of any sore and grievous Calamity. 

OMOST high and dreadful God, the supreme 
Commander of the whole world ! holy and 
reverend is thy name ; just and terrible are thy 
judgments ; yet O how unsearchable ! and thy 
Ways past our finding out ! thy path is in the great 
deep; and thy footsteps are not known. Clouds 
and darkness are round about thee, yet righte- 
ousness and judgement still are the habitation of 
thy throne; and thou canst never do injury to 
any; but art righteous in all thy ways, and ho- 
ly in all thy works. Who would not stand in ever- 
lasting awe of thy heavenly glorious Majesty, O 
Lord, in whose hands we all of us are, to be 
used as thou wilt ! who canst touch and consume 
ns Sy thy own immediate stroke, or arm any of 
% creatures in heaven or in earth against us : or 
inake the vilest of them the executioneis of thy 
just indignation; or turn the very things where- 
in we have been offended, into the instruments of 
our punishment; yea, and plague us even in our 
comforts; making the choicest blessings of our 
lives become the saddest of our crosses, and the 
keenest of our torments; either to take away life 
from us, or make it less desirable than death to 
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We fall down and kneel before the Lord our 
Maker, in bumble submission to thy correction, 
acknowledging the heavy desert of our sios, and 
the perfect justice of thy judgments. Humble 
us, O good Lord, under thy hand; and forgive us 
the heinous guilt that provokes thee so to stretch 
it out against us. Thou that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us, and turn 
us from our sins, and deliver us from evil, and 
turn away thy wrath, and all such plagues from 
us. O let thy boundless compassion cover the 
multitude of our transgressions! and remember 
thy poor miserable creatures in mercy; even 
such mercy as may relieve and help us in our 
need and distress; and save and free us from 
our fears and dangers, and from our griefs and 
pressures ; that we may comfortably spend our 
days, and glorify thy holy name for evermore. 
•Amen. 



Under any great Difficulties and arduous Affairs. 

OLORD, thou art a God of knowledge, 
whose understanding is infinite; and thou 
art never at a loss to affect what we would have: 
though the Lord knows the thoughts of man, that 
they are vanity : and our wisdom is so often at a 
stand, that we know not what to do for our- 
F<jlves; and at this time, our affairs are so en- 
tangled, and such a labyrinth now involves us, 
that we are perplexed in our counsels, aiid even 
the heads of the wise are puzzled, in contriving 
how to extricate and help us out. There arc 
many devices in a man^s heart, but the counsel 
of the Lord, that shall stand. Yea, man^s goings 
are of the Lord ; how can man then understanp 
his own wayr His heart may advise his way, 
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3ut the Lord directs his steps. If'Ve lean not 
to our own understandings, but in all our ways 
acknowledge thee, O Lord; thou hast promised 
to direct our paths: and when we commit our 
way to thee, aud trust in thee, we have thy word 
that thou wilt bring it to pass. But thou hast 
pronounced wo to them that take counsel, but 
Dot of thee: that cover with a covering, but not 
of thy Spirit, and have not asked at thy mouth. 
Our eyes therefore are upon our God; and to 
thee we seek now for wisdom from above: that 
we may learn to know the right, and to choose 
the best. For without thee, O Lord, our wisdom 
is^ folly, and our debates are madness. O be 
thou graciously present in our councils, and 
teach thou our senators wisdom, that they may 
find out the true expedients, to heal ourbreaches, 
and redress our grievances; arid to keep us safe, 
and do us good, and make us holy and happy. 
may we all be taught of God which way to 
take, and how to determine and act, consonant 
and agreeable to thy blessed will, and for our 
own peace and welfare, both here and forever. 



j1 Prayer for Temporal Blessings. 

OLORD our God, thou knowest that while 
we are in this life, we stand in need of its 
supplies: and hath both promised to such as seek 
thy kingdom, and the righteousness thereof, the 
addition of all other necessaries: and also hast 
commanded us to ask of thee our daily bread, and 
to cast our care upon thee for all that is fitting 
for us, I pray therefore to thee, my heavenly 
Father, for such a child's portion as thy wisdom 
Jees to be convenient, and agreeable to my con- 
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dition. O give me such health and wealth, and ' 
BO much of the world's good, as shall be for my i 
good. And while I have a life to he riourished, ' 
let me not want the supports and comforts of it. 
Give me skill and ability to provide for myself; 
and still add thy blessing to my endeavours. 
Where I cannot t^iippiy all my own necessities, 
O do tliou raise up friends and means to help 
roe, that I may never be destitute of what is suiE- 
cient to sustain me: and be it ever so poor aiid 
mean, yet let me acquiesce in the distributions 
of thy good providence; and having food and 
raiment, be therewith content. In prosperity, 
keep me from forgetting thee: and in adversity, 
keep me from concluding myself to be forgotten 
of thee: O keep me from all unnecessary cares, 
and unprofitable dejections; and teach me how 
tp want, as well as how to abound. Add to me> 
O my Fallicr, what thou knowest me further lo 
need; and bless to me w4iat already I have. 
That the bodily comibrts may not be to my soul 
occasions of falling, but encouragements lo my 
duty, and engagements on my heart, lo abound 
in (by love and praise, and in the work of ihe 
Lord. And in the want of all clher supplies and 
succours, be thou, O God, my all in all, in life and 
death, and evermore, ^mett. 

For Rain. 

WE confess, O Lord, that we have so great- 
ly abused the comforts of thy good crea- 
tures, that thou mightest justly withdraw them 
from us,and make the heavens over usas brass, and 
the rain of our land dust, ^nd the land itself lo 
mourn, and all that grows upon it to wither. But 
O thou Father of mercies, who in judgment re- 
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memberest mercy.consult i.ot now our merits, but 
thjownmer(;ies,liow touse us. Tlioullial liastUie 
bottles and treasures of heaven at ihy command, 
be pleased now to open the windows of heaven, 
and cause the rain to come down l[i lis season; 
making grass to grow lor the cattle, and herbs and 
fruits of the earth for the service of men. And how- 
ever thou art pleased to deal with us, O suppress 
all our repinings at any of thy dealings: and let 
Ihem all amend and better us: and make us a 
people prepared to receive the mercies which 
we want, and wait and beg for, at thy gracious 
bands, upon the account of Jesus Chritit. ^men. 

For Fair Weather, 
"■" ORD, if thou shouldst turn a fruitful land 
H 4 i"*^o barrenness, for the wickedness of them 
that dwell therein : yet righteous wert thou, and 
just would be thy judgments.; and we must not 
open our mouths to reply against God; but bear 
(he indignation of the Lord which our sins have 
60 much deserved ; when our iniquities have 
turned a^^y the blessings, and wilhholdcn llie 
good things from us. But, O Father of mercies, 
spare us, and forgive us, for thy own mercy's 
sake ; and put a stop to the calamity that 
threatens destruction to the xvorks of thy hands; 
that the rain which is thy blessing may not be 
turned into a curse ; nor descend from heaven to 
corrupt and spoil the fruits of the earth. O cause 
the overflowing showers to cease, which damp 
the joy of the harvest, and endanger the blasting 
of our blessings. And as thou hast given us 
plenty, and caused our land to yield its increase, 
so give us, we prny the*", a seasonable time to 
gather in the fruits which thy bouvA^ Wis '^to- 
L 2 
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vided for us ; that in the use of them we may joy- 
fully and cheerfuJIy serve thee; and not consume 
them upon our Ius*.s, but live to thy glory, as we 
do upon thy bounty. And when thy judgments 
are in the land, O that we, who inhabit it, may 
learn righteousness! nor let our concernments be 
8o great for our bodies as for our souls; that 
however we fare here, it may go well with us 
forever. O let us not labour so for the meat 
that perisheth as for that which endures to ever- 
lasting life; which everlasting provision for our 
unchangeable condition, above all we beg at thy 
bands, O Lord God our heavenly Fatlier, forthe 
sake of Jesus Christ our only Saviour, jlmen. 

Prayer and Praise for a Public TTianksgiving-Day, 

BLESSED Lord, the onl^ living and true 
God, who art of thyself, and givest being 
and preservation to us, and to all things else that 
are in the world ! we live by thee; our whole de- 
pendence is upon thee, for all the good that ever 
we have or hope for. And above all thy mercies, 
have we cause to admire and bless, and praise 
thee our God, for those mercies, \vhich in so 
large a measure, and especial manner, thou hast 
been pleased still to vouchsafe unto us, who are 
the work of thy hands, and the purchase of the 
blood of thy Son ; whom thou hast made and re- 
deemed to show forth thy praise, and to glorify 
thy name. And we desire to pay unto thee that 
tribute of homage, and service, and prayer, and 
praise, which thou hast made us cppable of, and 
so many ways obliged us to; we desire to per- 
form the same in such a manner, that thou 
mayest mercifully accept us, at the hands of 
Jesus Christ. 



t 
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Worthy art thoti, O Lord our God, to receive 
all honour and glory, all thanks and praise, and 
love and obedience; as in the courts of heaven, 
bO in all the assemblies of thy servants here up- 
on earth ; for thou art great and dost wondrous 
things; thou art God alone; and thy goodness is 
equal to thy greatness. Thy mercy is over all 
thy works, and endureth for ever. Thou, Lord, 
hast been favourable to thy land, and dealt ex* 
ceeding graciously with us; for which we desire 
to bless thy name, and to give thee all the glory. 
For it is of 4he Lord's mercies we are not con- 
sumed, because thy compassions fail not ; and that 
we are here alive to praise thee, and in any con- 
dition to keep a thanksgiving-day. That we are 
not now nothing, or worse than nothing, we must 
ackftowledge it to be of thy free grace, O Lord, 
and thy mere mercy. That all the evils which 
liave threatened us, have not befallen us; and 
that those evils which have come upon us, have 
not utterly destroyed and undone us ; it is be- 
cause thou Lord, art gracious and merciful, and 
patient and kind, and still doing good to poor 
sinful men, who deserve nothing but evil at thy 
hands. 

how much have we to say of the goodness 
of the Lord by our own experience, and thy help 
at hand still in all the times and cases of our 
need ! how sweet and wonderful is it to recount 
all the instances of thy patience with us, and thy 
hounty to us ! how from time to time thou hast 
signalized us with thy mercy, and made us 
remarkable for thy blessings and favours, most 
Icindand precious, of many sorts! thou hast cast 
our lot in a land of light, where we live under 
the influences of thy gospel; and thereby are 
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called to obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And for all the happy advantages and 
good things of this life which thou hast given us 
plenteously to enjoy, thou hast made us the envy 
of our neighbours, and the particular objects of 
thy kindness. Though many times we have pro- 
voked thee to stretch forth thy hand, and to shake 
thy rod over us, and threaten to destroy us^ jet 
in judgment still thou hast remembered mercy 
towards us; and after the clouds and darkness 
gathered about us, the dread and distress were on 
every side of us, thou hast caused the heavens 
again to clear up, and smile upon us; and return- 
ed with the visitations of thy love, and the joy of 
thy salvation. 

In the late dangers, thou hast been to us a tow- 
er of defence ; and in the time of our need, and 
perplexity, thou hast showed thyself graciously 
and powerful on our behalf Thou hast helped 
DS for the glory of thy name, and redeemed us for 
thy mercy's sake; not because we were worthy, but 
because thou hast a favour unto us! and therefore 
to thy name alone be all the praise. O what shall 
we render to the Lord for all his benefits! what 
can we give to thee our God, but the glory of thy 
own gifts and goodness unto us ! O let not our 
hearts be shut and straitened towards thee, 
whose hand has been so wide open unto us. But 
do thou possess and enlarge these hearts of ours, 
with more and greater love and thankfulness to 
the gracious Giver of all our good things. And 
make us more sensible of thy goodness and love 
bestowed upon us, that we may give thee thanks 
ttom the ground of the heart, and have our 
mouths filled as with marrow and fatness, when 
"We praise our God with joyful lips. 
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O make us a truly thankful, as we are a great- 
ly obliged people. And let us not only mention 
the loving kindness of the Lord, but glorify thy 
name in bearing much fruit; more answerable to 
such mercy and encouragement as we have re- 
ceived from above. We can never enough ad- 
mire and magnify the riches of thy grace, and the 
multitude of thy mercies : but O good Lord, en- 
able us still more to love thee, and better to 
serve thee; and in so doing for us, thou wilt still 
further oblige us : because in loving and serv- 
ing thee, we do best love and serve our own 
happiest interests. As our minds cannot but 
muse, and our tongues speak of thy works; so 
let our lives be led to thy praise, that thou the 
great and good God, mayest in all things be glo- 
rified by us, through Jesus Christ Amen. 

Thanksgiving for Temporal Blessings. 

r^ RACIOUS God, the bountiful Provider for 
xjf all the world's family ! the eyes of all wait 
upon thee ; and thou givest them their meat in 
due season. Thou openest thy hand and satis- 
fiest the desire of every living thing. Every year 
thou renewest the face, and the fruits of the 
earth, and givest rain from heaven, and fruitful 
seasons ; to fill the hungry with good things, and 
to fill all our hearts with food and gladness. O 
how many of thy creatures have bestowed their 
labours, and lost their lives, and been consumed 
to clothe and feed, and sustain and pleasure us ! 
O at what vast expense art thou continually to 
maintain the whole world of creatures, that every 
where hang upon* thee, for life and breath, and 
all things! Yet thou art not weary to do iis 
good ; but still showerest down blessings plenti« 
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fully upon us; to provide, not only necessaries, 
to keep us alive; but also variety of comtbrts, 
to make our lives sweet and desirable. Yea, j ^ 
thou deliglitest in mercy, and hast pleasure in f 
the prosperity of thy servants; and makest us now 
to find, by our happy experience, how abun- 
dantly good and kind thou art. 

For Rain. 

O Lord, thou hast sent a gracious rain upon u 
thy inheritance, to refresh the dry and thirsty I 
land, and cause it to yield its increase : givisg | 
us the joyful opportunity to serve and praise thee 
in the abundance of the provisions which thoo 
art pleased so to make for ugl O that men would 
praise thee for thy goodness, and for such tbf 
wonderful works to the children of men! 
good God, to thy name only be all the gloiji 
now and eternally. 

For Fair Weather. 

Lord, thou hast in mercy shut the windows of 
heaven, and put a stop to the overflowing show- 
ers that threatened to drown the fruits of the 
earth : and hast caused this sweet and comfort* 
able change to refresh thy unworthy servants, 
and to make all the creatures rejoice in thy good* 
ness. Blessed be our God, that deals so' gra- 
ciously with us: and glory be to thy name,tnoU 
great Withholdcr of all the evils, and Giver of 
all good. Let the people praise thee, O God, let 
all the people praise thee. Then shall the earth 
yield her increase; and God, even our owu God, 
shall bless us. 
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i f For ihs Cessation of Infection. ^B 

O thou great Preserver of men ! thou hast de- 
livered our souls from the hand of the grave, and 
kept us alive, that we should not go down to the 
pit; the jaws of death were open upon us, and 
we went wilh our lives in our iiands: our liearla 
failing us for fear of the de^tructlou raging 
aoiougst us, when the very air, which we drew 
ID to give us life, was to so many the sad mes- 
senger of death; and when thousands fet! ou eve- 
ry side of us, it has not come nigh us. But we 
liave dwelt l[i the secret places of the Most 
High, and, under the shadow of the Almighty, 
have been kept in safety, O what shall we say, 
what shall we give Uiito thee, our present Help 
and only Saviour, in time of trouble! we are 
"every way thine, O Lord ; and to thee only be all 
fte glory. We bless ihee, our God, as those 
(hat are made alive from the dead. And O that 
ttic lives which have been given us at our re- 
laedts, we may return them back to be spent 
tl (hy service; that we may love, and please, 
1 praise our God, while we have our being. 

For t'lc Restoration of Plenty. 
1 GOD, the Fountain of all goodness! thou 
_ ' didst threaten with famine to destroy the 
Wessingsof the earth, which we have so wickedly 
' abused; but remembering thyowntendermercies, 
atid not our ill deserts, hast raised a new and 
plentiful supply for us. And now thou crownest 
the year with thy goodness, and ihy paths drop 
iatness. Thou hist loaded the earth with the 
fruits of thy hounly, and sent abundance of all 
good tilings for the service and comfort of mai 
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O make us more sensible of the obligation which 
thy love has laid upon us. And as thou tillcst us 
with thy good things, so fill our hearts with thy 
love and grace to use every gift aright to thy 
glory: that in the use and strength of what we 
are continually receiving from thee, we may de- 
vote ourselves to live unto thee, and to serve 
thee with gladness and rejoicing for all thy rich 
mercy to us in Jesus Christ. 

For Victory over our Enemies. 

O ALMIGHTY Lord, the most High God, 
who rulest in the kingdoms of men, and dost 
whatsoever thou pleasest in heaven and in earth! 
in thy hand is power and might, so that none is 
able to withstand thee. It is thou that givest salva- 
tion unto kings, that deliverest thy servants from 
the hurtful sword. Thou hast saved us from our 
enemies, and put tliem to shame that hated us. 
It was not by our own power or conduct that we 
have been so prosperous; nor did our own sword 
or arm save us ; but thy right hand, and thy arm, 
and the light of thy countenance, because thoa 
hast a favour unto us. Thine, O Lord, is the 
greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the 
victory. The Lord is our strength, and our song, 
and is become our salvation. Now, therefore, 
our God, we thank thee and praise thy glorious 
name. And O what cause hast thou given us to 
rejoice in thy goodness, tliat thou hast not given 
our enemies cause to rejoice in our ruin! Great 
is thy mercy, O blessed Lord, arid to thee alone 
be the whole praise and glory. O make ns more 
sensible of this thy help at hand, in time of our 
need ; and give us grace still to keep the me- 
mory of it in our grateful minds. O thou great 
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Lord of Hosts, who givest such safely and good 
success, wilt thou leach us also risi;lilly to usft ^ 
thy sweet and marvellous kindness and love; thats"';^*'' 
being delivered from the hands of our enemies, « 
we may serve thee, in holiness and righteousnesa 
before thee, ail the days of our lives; atid not ^| 
fly out into licentious carriage, as if we were de^ 
livered to commit abominations; so throMin^ 
ourselves into the hands of our spiritual foes, ' 
after we have escaped the other, but demeaning , ' 
ourselves, as the redeemed and obliged of the 
Lord. O let us love and trust, and bless and j 
praise the Reliever of our misery, the only Giver ^m 
of all victory, and the God of all our mercies. ■* 9| 

For Peace. » 

OGOD of Peace, that makest wars lo cease- 
to the ends of the earth ; that breakest the 
bow, and cuttest the spear asunder, and burnest 
the chariot iu the fire ! thou hast in mercy put a 
slop lo the effusion of blood, and made peace in 
our borders; thou hast rebuked strong nations, 
to make them beat their pwords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into pruning-Uouksf 7- 
that nation may not rise against nation, but 
every man sit under his vine, and under his fig- ' 
Iree* and none make them afraid. O how sweet 
is thy mercy, and reviving, as life from the dead ! 
and thou, O Lord^ that hast given us peace, O 
give us also grace, to use it to thy glory, and to 
serve ihee still llic more freely and cheerfully. 
That we may not only have peace wilh men, hut 
also with our God: even the peace of God that 
jiasseth all understanding, to keep our Iiearts 
and minds through Clirifit Jesus. 
O that we may be sensible o£ \,\ieV\u4\\c^'ft woS I 
M 
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love of God our Saviour, as we ought, and ever 
give thee thanks with all our souls ! dear Father 
of mercies ! rather take all our g6od things from 
us, than leave us speechless and heartless to thj 
praise. O that our hearts may be enlarged io 
thy love, and lifted up in the celebration of thy 
praises ! To thy name, O Lord, be the glory of 
all thy mercy and bounty. And may all thjr 
works and all thy servants bless thee, aiid praise 
thee, and magnify thee for ever. And may we 
h^ve grace to express the thankfiilness of our 
hearts, in the whole conduct of our lives ; de- 
voting ourselves to be thine in faithfulness, as 
long as we are in being. Amen^ Amen. 



Thanksgiving after a safe and good Journey. 




my tjrod: and 1 desire with all my soul to pay u; 
for that goodness of thine, which I have experi- 
enced all along now in my journey; where thou 
hast not only been nigh to me, and watchful over 
me, to secure me from perils of the way, and from 
every sad accident that might have befallen me, 
but hast given me success, and surrounded me 
with blessings and comforts on every side. When 
at every turn, and every step, I was exposed to 
the evils that might have hurt or spoiled me: 
and I might now have been giroaning under 
broken bones, or bruised limbs, or ether harms: 
yea, might have been cut off and perished in the 
way ; and lost not only health and strength, but 
tfe itself: thou, Lord, hast in mercy preserved 
and kept me in safety, and' brought me to see 
lay habitation in peace, and all things here, even 
according to my heavt'^a desire* 
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horse is a vain thing forsafety ; and nothing 
earth caii we confide in to defend us, if the 
ed Keeper of Israel do not cover us under the 
DW of his wings ; and give his angels charge 
us, to keep us in all our ways. But such in* 
le guards 1 have had; and such favour from 
x)rd of love I have found. Mercy and good- 
of the Lord that has followed me all the days 
J life, has been renewed afresh, and further 
fested to me in these my travels. And O 
inexhaustible is the kindness and bounty of 
iOrd, never weary to do me good ! to thee, 
)d of my life, and safety, and comfort, be all 
;lory. O fill me with a most grateful sense of 
thy rich grace and continual m^rcy^ and 
me a heart abounding with thankfulness 
with thy love and praises; yea, give me 
yrace to express the unfeigned thanks of my 
t, in all the V/ays pleasing to thy holy will; 
igh the beloved of my soul, my blessed Sa- 
• and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 

ksgiving for Preservation and Deliverance from 
Dangers aftd Troubles. 

[ANY, O Lord my God, are the wonderful 
works which thou hast done; and thy 
ihts which are to us-ward, for good, they 
ot be reckoned up in order unto thee : if I 
Id declare and speak of them, they are more 
can be numbered. According to thy name 
thy praise, to the ends of the earth. The 

praise thee not, nor any that go down into 
ce; the living, the living, they shall praise 

as I desire with all my soul to do this day. 
leart is fixed ; O God, my heart is fixed : I 
sing and give praise. 1 will be ^aii ^xA t^* 
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joice in lliec, and sing praise lo thy name, 
tliou Most Higii. 1 will praise ihee O Lord, for 
tlioa hast heard me, and art become my salva- 
tion. 1 found trouble and sorrow, llien I called 
upon thee; and thou wast attentive to my cry, 
and nigh to my help. And though thou miglitest 
iiave made an example of thy judgments to 
others, as others have been made so to me, Ihoo 
didst not consult my deserts, but my distress; 
t doing great things, and working strange deliver- 
ance lor me, not because I was worthy, but be- 
cause thou aboundest in mercy. 

O, I was in woful perplexity; fear was on 
every side ; all my hope was ready to expire ; and 
I thought there was no help for me, but ! must 
sink and perish. Then didst thou, O Lord, 
interpose between me and the threatening mis- 
chief; and reveal thy glorious arm, to pluck me 
out of the very jaws of destruction; and set me 
at liberty from any amazing fears, and in safety 
from the dreadful dangers; and hast kept me 
alive, and restored my comforts; not taken me 
away in the midst of my days, nor cutting me off 
untimely from the land of the living; but spar- 
ing mc in mercy, and giving me, as it were, a 
new life from the dead. Thou hast chastened 
me, but not given me over to death. When my 
foot clipped, thy mercy, O Lord, held me up. 
Thou art the God that dost wonders ; wonders 
of power, and wonders of mercy. As nothing is 
too hard for thee to effect, so nothing is too good 
l„for thee to bestow. Yea, thy kindness and thy 
', help at hand, in the woful time of need, is so 
^ sweet and surprising, ihat nothing can so affect 
';snd transport our souls. 

Tlioa, Lord, hast made me ^aA Oiwqml^ \is«( 
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■Vfork; ! will iriumph in the works of Ihy hands. " 
wjjl sing of ihy power ; yea, I will sing utoud of 
'ly mercy, for itiou h&st been my defence and 
y refuge in the day of my troubie. Unto thee, 
imy Strength, will 1 sing, for God is my delence, 
B the God of my mercy. O Lord God, merci- 
l and gracious! 1 am now sensible of such 
■rcy from. thee. 1 will exiol thee, who hath 
plted me; and not suffered the trouble and 
inger to overwhelm and ruin rae. In my dis- 
fcss I cried to ihee, and thou hast eidarged me, 
[blessed be God, who hast not cast away my 
Tiyer, nor turned his mercy from rae. But, 
Brest Lord ! thou hast kept me in safety, and 
used the destruction so to pass over me, that 
tufiered but in my own fears of what I have bo 
tie felt. I cannot, without amazement, look ^^ 
ick upon the perilous case that I was in, and ^ii 
e brink of rnin that I lay upon. And that I - 
Buld escape, as I have done, how marvel- 
U ia i*. in my eyes! and O what cause have f 
Ithy praise, that I am here alive to praise thee ! 
^my God, it is thy good hand that hast wrought 
so Wonderfully for me, and thy fatherly kindness 
Ihal has shown such extraordinary favour to me: 
0! if I had been snatched away unprepared, 
how dreadful a change should I have found t 
But in mercy, and love to my soul (1 give thee 
glory) thou hast made away for my escape; and 
lam preserved the living monument of thy un- 
speakable goodness. 

tthat shall I say unto thee, whose name is 

exalted far above all blessings and praise: and 

what shall I do for thee, to whom my goodness 

will not extend ! I can never answer the obliga- 

K&il wbicJi ihj Jove, dear Lord, haa \ai(ii u^QAi.^ J 

U — J 
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me: t>ut let me admire and love, and bless and 
praise thee, with all the c»pacities and aliitities 
which thou hasl given nie. And O that thou 
wouldst imprint so deep upon my heart the 
sense of such seasonable relief, and wonderful 
mercy; that I may never forget, never slight or 
abuse the great goodness that thou hast shovveJ 
me, and the signal preservation, and recovery 
which thou hast wrought for me: but ever give 
thee thanks with all my heart ; and carry as one 
that IS so highly obliged, all the days of my life: 
not secure and careless, bucause 1 have so es- 
caped; but the more watchful and diligent, the 
more I have been engaged and favoured; ap- 
proving my thankfulness in such a manner, as I 
thou mayest graciously accept in my blessed J 
Saviour Jesus Christ. J| 

Thanksgiving and Prayer after Recovery out of a: 
dangerous Sickness. 

OGOD of my life! in whose hand my breath 
is, and by whom all men do live, and have 
their days here prolonged or shortened, I was 
brought low, and ready to think that thou wouldst 
DOW determine, and make attend of my days up- 
on earth; and counted myself so nigh unto death, 
that I expected every day, when the last enemy 
which lay in wait for me, would come and seize 
upon me. 

But thou, Lord, hast graciously disappointed 
my fears, and rescued me from Uh hands; and 
raised me up to walk again before thee in the 
land of the living, '^"hough thou brou^htest me 
even to the moulh of tlie grave, yet hasl thou 
brought me back, that the pit of corruption should 
fot s»aUow me up. And thou Uiatgivest me life 
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; first, has now given it to me afresh^ And to 
lee, my God, 1 desire therefore, with all my 
)ul, to give all the praise. O blessed b^ mjr 
reat Preserver, the dear and only Saviour of 
ly body, as well as soul ; the God of my health, 
ly heaveniy Physician, my life, and the length of 
\y days. O that I may live to declare the works 
if ihe Lord, and net forth the honour of his name! 
hat I may not look upon my extended life, as an 
)ccasion to the flesh ; to enjoy my liberty and 
)leasure upon earth ; but as an engagement on 
Dy heart, to abound in gratitude, and love and 
)raise, and all faithful duty, and cheerful obedi* 
Jiice to my gracious God. 

For in mercy to my soul, the Lord has given 
ne a further allowance of time in the world, (d 
ill up what was wanting in my spiritual estate, 
Lnd to make a better preparation for the heaven- 
y kingdom. And upon this account alone it is 
hat our life is so valuable, and our time so pre- 
nous here upon earth; that we may have space 
repent ; and the opportunity to correct the 
Jrrors of our past life, and to secure the greatest 
)f all our effects ; to serve our Lord to more well 
)leasing; and to dress up ourselves into a great- 
Jrfitness to meet the eternal glorious Bridegroom. 
) that the life now renewed to myself, may also 
)e a new life to the Lord. That I may not only 
ay, I thought I should have died ; but may car- 
y myself henceforth as one restored even from 
he dead ; and live with such dying thoughts, that 
i^hen at last I come to die, 1 may depart with 
ively hopes of eternal blessedness. 

For it is no total escape, but only a reprieve, 
hat is now granted to me; and my death is a 
ebt to nature, that must be paid *, uot \^ iVv^^c^ 
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any avoiding it ; but the hands of death, that have 
been catcliiug at me, will yet certarilj- take hold 
of me ; and I know not how soon I maybe down 
again; and not only threatened, but enclosed by 
the grave ; for that is my house, where, after all, 
I must take up my abode, and return to dust 
And when I least think of it, O how suddenly may 
I be cut off, and lake my last leave of this 
world ! 

O let me not live then as if I should never see 
death; nor put it far from me, as if it should ne* 
ver be upon me ; nor reckon upon any sure t^taud* 
ing, or long abiding, in such a changeable transi- 
tory world, that is but the house of our pilgrim- 
age, and none of our home, nor the place of our 
rest. But when dust I am, and to dust I must re- 
turn, O help me, Lord, so to remember and con< I 
eider my death, that I may be the better fitted' 
for il. in ail the course and conduct of my life; 
with such wise and holy circumppeclion, carrying 
myself and ordering all my conversation in the 
world : that when f must close my eyes upon this 
present scene of things, I may depart hence, full 
of peace, and hope, to enjoy far better and more 
durable goods than any are here to be foui(d. 
And for my recovery, and such health aa I Al- 
jojF at present, O let me pay my vows to the 
Lord: and from the ground of the heart, ascribe, 
to the God of my salvation, all glory, thanks,' 
love, and service, throughout the whole remain- 
der of my life, and for evermore. Amen. 

A Prayer for Blessing, Direction, Help and good 
Success, in any great Enterprise. 
, LORD God, infinitely wi^e and good, who 
'/eac/ieth man kuowled^tOWi^NesiVXnjN^ivSift 
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skill and power to accomplish our purposes; and 
also llie blessings and success to bring things to 
pass according to our wishes! I know not what 
to do. But my eyes are upon thee; and all my 
expectation is from thee; and still 1 desire to wait, 
and call, and depend upon thee. A great work 
now 1 have to do; but O how little strength to do 
it! All my sutficiency is of thee, who workest 
in us to will and to do, of ihy good pleasure. 
Thou that hast been my help, leave me not, nor 
forsake me, O God of my salvation; but let me 
be taught ofGotI what I have to do. and let the 
gracious Lord make me to understand what is 
thy pleadure concerning me. O that my wayrf 
were directed to please thee, that I may have 
the light of thy countenance shining upon me. 

My Lord aYid my God, leave me not in the 
hand of my own counsel, nor to the conduct of 
my own foolish and deceitful heart, but lead me 
by the way that I shall go, and guide me con- 
tinually, that discretion may preserve me, and 
unJerstanding may keep me. O make my way 
prosperous, and give me thy blessing and good 
success. Bring all needful things to my remem- 
brance; and where 1 have not the presence of 
mind nor power of performance, O magnify thy 
power in my weakness; and let me go forth in 
thy name and atrenglh, and speed, and prosper 
ly thy grace and blessing. Let thy good provi- 
dence so be my defence and security, and thy 
holy Spirit my guide and counsellor, that I may 
wisely choose, and rightly manage, and success- 
fully accomplish, the things wherein I have ei>* 
gaged. 

Thy will be done, O Lord, however I ani 
pleased or crossed; and let me cvet Aw\^'^'^ 
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glory, whether it make for my gain or loss, in any 
re$>pect in this present life. O he thou still a 
gracious Father to me, and a merciful Provider 
for me ; and grant me now thq comfortable sense 
of thy good acceptance of me, and thy designs of 
inercy toward me. Be thou pleased to take me 
to thy fatherly care, and conduct and preserve 
me from the evils into which I am prone to fall, 
and quicken me to the good which I am averse 
to -perform. O establish thou the work of thy 
hands upon me ! yea, the work of thy hands es- 
tablish thou :t. My God and Guide, my Help 
ctnd Strength; if thou lead me not, I shall run in 
to errors ; if thou keep me not, I shall fall into 
dangers; but hold thou me up, and I shall be 
safe. And let me experience thy power and 

Erpsenc'e with me, and all the goodness of the 
lOrd passing before me, that I may so go through 
this and all the affairs of my life, that, at my last 
reflection upon what is past, my soul may have 
peace, and give thy name the praise, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



A Prayer when going Abroad. 

OLORD, thou art the same God in all 
places ; and no where can I go but thou 
art there. Both at home and abroad, on my 
way and at the end, thou art ever with me by 
the universal presence of thy grace, and thy good 
Spirit, to conduct and guide me continually; to 
protect and save me from all dangers and mis- 
chiefs; and to make my way prosperous, and all 
my affairs successful. O let the blessii,g of the 
Lord follow me, and rest upon me; and preserve 
in/ going out. and my coming in; and never 
leave me nor forsake me, O L.cy A. •, AiwX. \i^ \ss^ 
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lod and Guide this day, and in all this my in- 
mded journey, and all my life long; which is 
ut a pilgrimage and passage through this world, 
I which I am continually hastening home, to the 
eriod of all my travels, to the place where I 
fUst take up and dwell forever. 
O good God, make me continually mindful of 
Hit progress, and of that journey^s end ; and 
eep me from sinful wanderings, and those worst 
r all falls, to fall from my God. Take care o( 
16, 1 beseech thee, and lead nie, and keep me, 
lid help me : and after all my motions here, O 
nng me safe at last to thy holy hill, and to thy 
eavenly rest, to the blessed end of my faith, the 
rerlasti[)g salvation of my soul, through the 
"eatness of thy mercy to me, in thy dear Son, 
J gracious Lord, and only Saviour, Jesus 
hrist. Amen. 



A Prayer for Illuminaiion and Knowledge. 

"^ LORD, the eternal uncreated Light; thou 
^ hast not left thyself without witness amongst 
J, but in thy word and works before us, in our 
mis and consciences within us, and in all thy 
reatures on every side of us, we may see the 
■acks of thy presence, thy power, wisdom and 
oodness. That I have therefore no more and 
«tter knowledge of God, and the things belong- 
% to my peace, it is my shame, and owing to 
Jy sinful dulness and negligence, in that which 
loes most nearly and eternally concern me. Ah 
'^rd, I have not improved in knowledge answer- 
We to the light which thou hast caused to shine 
upon me, nor according to the means ot uistruc- 
6on wherewith thou hast blessed me : but I have 
^d to be iaaghi myself the things NvVieTeot \ 
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night have been a teacher to others; for which 
I tiesire, Lord, to humble m^st- 11', aiid lo beg thy 
pardon, and come now to ask Hin(iomof'God,\vho 
givcet to all men libenilly, and upbraidest rot. 
[ cannot see or know thee O Lord, but by the 
■ beams of Ihy own light, which Itiou art ploaeed 
to impart. O wilt thou vouchsafe yet further and 
more fully to discover and maniJesl thyself to my 
Boul ! and teach me to know aright thee, the on- 
ly true God, and Jesus Chist, whom thou haet 
Bent ! O blessed Sun of righleoilBness, arise upon 
me with healing in thy wings, to scatter all the 
clouds of folly and ignorance, and error, and 
prejudice, that overspread my soul. Open my 
eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of 
thy law; and open Tuy understanding that I may 
understand the scriptures, and not remain in 
darkness concerning any thing that is needful for 
me to know, in order to my present peace and 
duty, and to my eternal bliss and felicity. And 
whereinsoever L or any whom I am concerned 
with, or for, are otherwise minded than we ought 
to be, O God reveal the same to us; and let us 
all be taught of thee to know thee, from the 
greatest to the least ! and not be unwise, but un- 
derstanding what the will of the Lord is. 

That the soul be without knowledge is not 

good: O incline our ears to wisdom, and our 
earts to understanding; that we may follow on 
to Know the Lord, and increase in the kiiow- 
ledge of God. Show us thy ways, O Lord, and 
lead us in thy truth. And whatever else we are 
ignorant of. unto us let it be given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God ; and to know 
what we are to believe, and Uow we are to con- 
vince of thy blessed se\f» and all the things of 
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God that concern as. O Lord, our light, give us 
understanding in the way of godliness ; a spiritu- 
al discerning of the things of thy Spirit; and 
make us wise to salvation. Give us the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation, in the knowledge of thee: 
the eyes of our understanding being enlightened^ 
that we may see what is the hope of thy callings 
and wlmt the riches of the glory of thy inherit- 
ance in thy saints, and what the mighty power of 
thy Spirit, which works in them that do believe. 
O put thy law* in our inward parts, and write 
it in our hearts, that we may be well acquainted 
wjth thy will revealed in thy word ; that the scrip- 
ture may not be to us a book sealed, or a gospel 
hid; but a lamp to our feet and a light to our 
path; to show us what we have to do, and how 
to demean ourselves in all estates, affarrs, and 
circumstances of our lives. O that our ways were 
directed to keep thy statues! And help us, O 
Lord, so to do thy will, that we may know the 
scriptures to be of God, and may have the wit- 
ness in ourselves ; and perceive the divinity of 
thy word, by the heavenly power and efficacy o( 
it upon our lives. And though now we see but 
darkly, as in a glass, and know but in part; and 
cannot by searching find out the Almighty to 
perfection, yet help us still more and better to 
know our God, so as we can know; till hereafter 
we shall know as we are known, and to see 
face to face, in that blessed presence of thine^ 
where is fulness of joy for evermore. Amen^ . 

A Prayer for Repentance. 

OMOST holy Lord God, against whom T have 
greatly sinned, and who for my sins art just- 
ly displeased ; thou hast revealed \\vj%^l It^xs^ 
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heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous- 
ness of men, tlial impenitently go on in llieir tres- 
passes; and hast let us know, that as we all have 
canned, so, except we repent, we shall all perish. 
£ven the Saviour of siiiiierti will not save anj 
sinner without repentance ; nor dost thou remit 
what we do not repent ; though upon our repent- 
ance, thou hasl assured us of th^ gracious par- 
don and acceptance: an<l when we return unto 
thee, and humble ourselves before thee, thou 
wilt show us tli^ compassion, and grant us th^ 
salvatiott. O gracious Lord! great is thy mercy 
to vouchsafe unto us this remedy; and to deal 
so fiivourably wilh us as to forgive and receive us, 
■when we are but sensible of our miscarriages 
and rebellions; and humbly submit ourselves, 
and leave olf to do so foolishly and wickedly. 
Sticll humiliation and reformation is (he best and 
most needful lliir)g for me to do; bul O how 
averse and insullicient am I to do it! thou 
Searcher of hearts, knowest my heart to be so 
hardened, through the deceitfulness oi sin, that 
as soon may I fetch water out of the flint, as godly 
sorrow out of ibis obdurate heart of mine, if Ihou 
the greatGod do not soften it wilh thy holy fear, 
and dissolve and overcome It with thy powerful 
love: and that I can no more (urn with all tny 
heart to the Lord than 1 can turn the course of 
a river to run back to the fountain, unless thou 
draw me by thy grace, and give me power from 
on high, to enable me for the blessed work. 

O thou that didst cause water to gush out of the 
stony rock, wilt thou break and melt my rocky 
heart into such contrition as works repentance 
unto salvation! Yea, thou that fashionest all the 
hearts of the sous of men, take away from me 
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ihe heart of stone, and give me a heart of flfsh, 
broken aridcontiite,sucli, as thou wilt not despise, 
that I ina^ look upon him wliom my sins have 
pierced and mourns rtiid be in bitterness (or all 
the foul ofTencps that I have committed against 
the Lord of love, the God of all my raercii-s. O 
give me such true repentance for them, that thou 
miyest also give me full pardon of them. Give 
me, good Lord, that repentance which thy holy 
word requires, and such as thy gracious goodness 
in Christ Jesus will mercifully accept; even the 
repentaiice unto Hie, never lo be repented of. 
O help me so to repent, and to be converted, 
that my sins may be blotted out, when the times 
of refreshing shall come from tiic presence of 
the Lord. Turn thou me, U L^ord God of my sal- 
vation, and so shall 1 be turned, and change my 
mind, and amend my life, and bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance ; not only confessing and be- 
wailing sins committed, but also hating and for- 
saking sins confessed and bewailed, loathing, as 
much as ever I have loved, the things that dis- 
please thy holy will, and dishonour thy blessed 
name. 

What I cannot recall, yet. Lord, give me grace 
lo repent. And where I am, alas! so farfrom in- 
nocent, Father of mercies, make me penitent. 
And touch my heart with such a powerful sense 
of all thy loving kiiidness, as may work upon my 
ingenuity ; to break my heart for my sins, and 
from them ; and make me sorrowfully concerned, 
that ever I should commit ofTences so great 
against the God so infJTiilely good: yea, make 
roe so circumspect and full of care, to keep my- 
self henceforth in thy fear and love; that l ma^ 
never be so strange to thee asi I have \)ft«n.-, "cv^' 
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fall away from thee, ami trespass upon tlice, asl 
have done. O ray God! lei lliy goodness lead 
me to sucli repciilaiice. Atid help me so to break 
off' my bins, and Inrn and cleave unto thy blessed 
Belf^ ttiiit thou mayesi have mercy upon me, and 
abundantly pardotiall my ahoundingoius, through 
the infinite riches of thy grace and goodness, in 
Ihe Son of thy love, my only Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Jlinen. 

A Prayer for Faith and Trust in God. 

WITHOUT faith, it is impossible to please 
thee, O God, and therefore I come to beg 
of thee that faith which is thy gift. Lord, help my 
ufibelief, and hicrease my faith, Whaiever thou 
hast revealed, let mc take it upon the credit of 
thy word : and where I have thy promise, let me 
not stagger lljrough unbelief; but fully persuade 
myself ilsliall be as thou hast said. O bless and 
enrich my soul, with such a holy, lively, and un- 
feigned faith, as may enlighten my mind, and 
purify my heart, and influence my whole life: 
Buch a faith as may enable me to receive Jesus 
Christ for my Saviour, and heartily give up my- 
self to him for my Lord ; so to be ruled and 
sanctified by him herein this life, that I may be 
for ever saved and glorified by him, in that life 
which is to come. O help me so to assent unto 
the truths, that I may also consent to the terms 
of the gospel: and work in me that ellectual 
failh, which mny ivork by love, and may enable 
me lo overcome the world and to live above it; 
looking at and for the great and glorious things 
of a better world; those unseen things that arc 
eternal. 
hi my g^reatest darkness and distress, O let me 
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trust in the nsime of the Lord, and stay myself 
upon my God ; committing my ways unlo thee, 
and casting my burthen upon thee, who carest 
for us ; yea, putting my trust in thee, though ihou 
slay me; trusting in thy ahnighty power to help 
and save; in thy tender iiichnations to pity and 
relieve ; and in the sure promises which thy love 
hath made, and which thy failhfLilness will cer- 
tainly make good unto all that wait and call up- 
on thee, to remember thy word unto thy servants, 
upon which thou hTst caused them to hope. And 
though I am not presently answered in the wishes 
of my heart, O let me tarry and wait patiently 
for the salvation of the Lord ; and have my eyes 
upon the Lord God, till he have mercy on me. 
Yea, make me so sound and strong in the faith, 
that my faith may never fail; but that it may be 
found to praise, and honour, and glory in every 
time of trial, and at the great appearing of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amm. 

A Prayer for Poicer to live by Faith upcr^ Christ and 
the Divine Promises. 

IT is the command of my Saviour, that they 
who believe in God, should believe also in 
him, as our only Mediator with the Father; to 
whom none can come, but by him: neither is 
there salvation in any other; ivho counts it no 
robbery to be equal with God: yea, who him- 
self is over all, God, blessed tor ever. But it 13 
life eternal to know Iiim ; and nbne shall perish 
that believe in him. O the riches of grnce, and 
the wonders of divine mercy, that it should so be 
done to poor siiniers. Blessed for ever br- thy 
glorious name, O God of all grace, who o^ \.Vv^ 
ahuiidant mercy, ftas provided suc\\ a\NCi>.v\«^A 
N3 
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remody for otirsinful misery; to save us through 
faiili ill liiiii, "lit'i-e we could not be saved by any 
merits or pcif'ormancey of our own. 

Great and holy Lord ! in all ihat ever I do, I 
cannot but see tlie extreme need of a Saviour; 
and tliat I am undone wilhout llie free i;pnce (rf" 
God ill Jertua Christ. And therefore I desire to 
go even out of myself, and lo be found in him; 
not hsving my owu righteouyiiess, but that which 
is through the faith of him; and to sit down 
under ttie shadow of that blessed tree of life, 
which yields (lie richest fruits, most sweet to 
the taste of all sensible souls. O that Christ, who 
is the end of the law for righteousness to eVeryoRe 
Ihat briievelli, may be the Lord my rlfflilcous- 
ness! that his righteousness may be imputed to 
me; and that with the heart I may believe unto 
righteousness: evrn so believe in Jesus Christ, 
that I may be justified by faith, and have peace 
with God through him. 

The blessed Jesus is my life and strength, my 
wisdom and riches, my health and joy, my glory, 
and my all: there is no healing for my soul, but 
in his blood ; no peace for my conscience, but in 
Lis reconciling me toGod; no salisfaclion to my 
mind, but in that most perfect atonement, which 
satisfies even the strictest justice of heaven. O 
none but Christ; none but Christ! Without this 
all-sufficient Redeemer, I am a lost creature. I 
beseech tliee, therefore, O Lord, whatever else 
1 want, leave me not destitute of him; but give 
me Chri.-t, or I die eternally. Though I confess 
myself most unworthy of him, and that I deserve 
to ^n for ever without Iiim, betnuse I have so 
Avitkrdly despised him. and negleeted his great 
saJviilioii, and abused all Uis kindness and love: 
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yet I dare not add this to all my other oflfences, 
to despair of that mercy of thine, O Lprd, which 
in faiiEn thou art pleased to hold forth, even to the 
inpst sinful and unworthy. Seeing thou art in 
Christ Jesus, a God reconciling the world to thy- 
self, and hast given him to be the propitiation for 
our sins; and he came to seek and to save even 
the lost, and to call sinners to repentance; and 
invites to him the labouring and heavy laden; 
yea, bids whoever is athirst to come, and take 
the water of life freely, without money, and with- 
out price ; and promises that such as come to 
him, he will in no wise cast out: to him there- 
fore I look, and in him will I trust; and of thee, 
fliy gracious Father, I beg for help to do it as I 
OOgbt. O be thou pleased to shine into my heart 
iriCn thy heavenly light, to reveal thy Son in me ; 
and to show me his all-sufficiency for me, and 
Biy own happy share and imterest in him. Dear 
Lord! give ipe thy Son to save me; and give me 
thy Spirit to draw me to him, and enable me to 
take hold of him, to rely upon him, and to believe 
in him, to the saving of my soul. O make me 
more acquainted with the way of saving sinners 
by Jesus Christ; and help me, for my own part, 
to acquiedce in it, and to submit to the righteous- 
ne&3 of God. 

Seeing thou, O God of all grace, justifiest sin- 
ners freely by thy grace, not for the worth of our 
Works, but for the worthiness of thy Son, through 
the redemption that is in Jesus Christ, O may it 
be g;iven unto me to believe on him, and to re- 
pose all my trust in him, that believing I may 
nave life through his name. And may I still be 
fully persuaded in n;y ni'n'1. that he is the true 
Messias, and the only Saviour of the world ; anc\ 
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never distrust liis power, or his love; nor be 
failliiess, 'lut believing that Christ is mj Lord 
niid my God, who loved rae, and washed me from 
my sins in his own blood. And the God of hope 
fill me with all jo^ and peace in believing, that 
this may be all my solace, and my soul's rest, to 
lie at the feet of Jesus, to cast my burden upon 
the Lord, and to lean on the beloved of my soul, 
and upon the promises of God in Christ, 'i hough 
there is nothing in me h"' nollution and disor- 
der, O let me not keep -m my Saviour; but 
come to him at his call, and believe in the name 
of ihe Son of God to be made clean and whole. 
None can more need his help. Lord, than 1 do; 
O that it may not pass by me ; but let the Sa- 
viour of the world be the Saviour of my soulj 
and let Christ abide with my spirit, and be ever 
at hand lo do me good. O that my Redeemer 
mny look tvith such an eye of favour upon me, 
and revive mc with some token of his love, 
which is belter than all the enjoyments and 
comforts of ihe world. 

Help me, O thou great Author and Finisher of 
our faith, to pray in faith; believing that I shall 
receive the things which 1 ask in thy name. O 
my Lord and my God ! make me to know and to 
believe the lore that thon hast to me; yea, that 
thou hast loved me with an everlasting love. 
And let it bear me up under all troubles, fortify 
mc against all temptations, and quicken and en- 
able me for the performance of all my duties, to 
know wliom I have believed, and to know that 
llie Lord Jesus Christ is my Strength and my 
Redeemer. O that Christ may dwell in my heart 
by faith; and that the life which I now live, may 
be b/ the faith of the Son of God, who loved me 
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aind gave himself for me ; in whom, though I now 
Bee him not, yet believing, let me rejoice with 
unspeakable glorious joy. 

For it is thy gracious promise, Lord, to blot 
out thy people's transgressions, for thine own 
sake, and to heal their backslidings, and not rc« 
member their sins, nor let sin have dominion 
over them; yea, to have mercy even upon the 
wicked and the unrighteous man forsaking his 
way and his thoughts, and abundantly to pardon; 
to give to thy servants the heart of flesh ; a new 
heart, and a new spirit ; to teach them, and 
quicken them; to put thy Spirit within them, and 
cause them to walk in thy statutes, and to keep 
thy judgments, and to do them ; to perform the 

eood work in them ; and though they f aUt.to up- 
old them with thy hand, an^Tet none pluck 
them outof it ; yea, to put thy fear in their hearts, 
that they shall not depart from thee, and to pre* 
serve them to thy heavenly kingdom and give 
unto them eternal life. O exceeding great and 
precious promises! such cordials to poor fainting 
souls! But they are not too great to be made 
good ; for faithful is he that has promised, who 
also will do it. It is ratified in heaven; and not 
one jot or tittle of thy word. Lord, shall pass 
away, till all be fulfilled. O let me believe that 
I, even I, shall see it. What time 1 am afraid, 
let me trust in thee; and give glory to God, in 
believing thy gracious promises, though I know 
Low unworthy I am to have them accomplished 
upon me. Let me lay up thy kind words of pro- 
mise, O my Father, as the richest treasure; and 
confide in them as the surest tenure; counting 
nothing so firm as what God hath said ; and des- 
pising all the wealth and honours, and pleasures 
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of the world, iti comparison of thyself, and thy 
Son, and thy Spirit, thy love, and thy grace and 
glory; which 1 earnestly beg of thy bountiful 
hands, for Jesus Christ, his sake. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Divine Assistance. 

O LORD God Almighty, whogivest power (o 
the faint„ and increasest strength to them 
that have no might ! Without thee 1 can do no- 
thing ; not so much as will or think any good, 
nor keep myself from any eviF; but by thy gra- 
cious assistance it is that I am enabled tor the 
performance of every duty layhig upon me; and 
my help is in the name of the £orJ, who made 
heaven and earth; and thou art able to keep us 
from falling, and to make us perfect in every good 
work, to do thy will, workii^g in ub that which is 
well-pleasing in thy sight through Jesus Christ 
Yea, thou hast encouraged us to come boldly to 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. Lord of 
power and love ! I come, trusting in thy almighty 
strength, and thy infinite goodness, and thy gra- 
cious promise ; to beg from thee what is wanting 
in myself ; even that grace which shall help me 
such to be, and so to do as thou wotildst have 
me. O my God! let thy grace be sufficient for 
me, and ever present with me; and let thy good 
Spirit help my infirmities, and strengthen me 
with might in the inner man, so to enable me 
against my sins, and for thy service, that I may 
be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might; and do all things as I ought, through 
Christ strengthening me. 

O thou that hast showed thyself still gracious- 
\y on my behalf, and brought me on hithertOf 
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never cast me off^ I beseech thee, nor abandon 
me over to myself, who am a reed shaken wiih 
the wind, a leaf -driveato and fro; but let me 
still experience thy help at hand, and my God 
performii^ all things for me. I will go forlh in 
the strength of the Lord God, and trust in (he 
Lord Jehovah, in -whom is everlasting strength 
my Lord ! come unto my succour, and be thou 
my helper, to carry me on beyond my own 
strength, and to make all that I think, and speak, 
and do, acceptable in thy sight. O may 1 both 
put forth myself, to stir up the grace of God that 
18 in me; and also find such fresh supplies of 
grace, that I may see my desires accomplished, 
and my endeavours brought to good effect : and 
Bo rejoice in the Lord and glory in thy holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our strength and our Re- 
deemer. Anien. 



vf Prayer for Sincerity. 

OMY Lord, the only wise God, whose under- 
standing is infinite, and from whom no 
thought can be withholden ! Thou fiUest the 
whole world with thy, presence, and hast all 
things ever naked and open before thine eyes. 
Thou that teachest man all his knowledge, shalt 
not thou know.^ O Lord, thou searchest the 
heart, and hast even the the secretest of our sins 
in the light of thy countenance; and thou chief- 
ly callest for our hearts, and requirest truth in 
the inward parts ; and wilt bring e\ery work 
into judgment, and every secret thing, whether 
good or evil. My God, 1 acknowledge and be- 
wail here before thee, the guilt and deceitfulness 
of my heart; that I have been so unmindful of 
thy all-seeing eye, ever intent upon me; and that 
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I have made so bold with thy glorious Majesty, 
still present with me. For which I coufes-j, O 
Lord, thou mightest long since have cut me off, 
and appointed me my portion with hypocrites. 
But as thou hast spared me, so humble me, I be- 
seech thee, and pardon me,Jbr all Huch hypocrisy, 
and treacherous dealing, whereol' I have been 
guilty. And thou that speakest to the heart, and 
canst order it, even as thou wilt, O make my 
heart right with God, and without any allowed 
guile in thy sight ; so found in thy statutes, that 1 
may not be ashamed; nor be tijund wanting of 
what I profess myself lo be, when thou shalt come 
to take an account of me. 

O let thy all-seeing eye, and not the eye of the 
world be the star to steer my course by ; and 
letthy blessed favour, more than the liking of any 
Ginful men, be ever my study and delight. Search 
me, O God, and try me ; and whatever unpar- 
doned guilt or unrepented wickediiess, whatever 
unknown error, or countenanced lust lies in my 
soul, O help me to see it, and of thy mercy, de- 
liver me from it : and let me not regard iniquity 
in my heart : let no presumptuous sins hjve do- 
minion over me. Let me not allow myself in any 
way of wickedness, nor go on in formality and 
hypocrisy to serve thee ; but walk before thee 
with an upright heart, and do all sincerely and 
heartily, as to the Lord O let me not be only 
almost, but altogether a Christian; obeying from 
the heart all thy will delivered to us, to be done 
by us; and not so much concerned to seem reli- 
gious and good, as such to be in deed and in 
truth. Make me willing to part with tlie dearest 
Bins, and to perform the liardest duties, for the 
Bake of my Lord; who parted wilh the highesJ 
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g;\oTj, and underwent the sorest misery, for the 
lake of my souL O make me true to my own 
convictions, and faithful in exertin|i^ tny own en- 
lea vours; yea, make me ever jealous over my 
heart, and conscientious in all my thoughts, and 
words, and ways. That 1 may not go self con-^ 
demned, for walking in a disguise, and only 
showing to be what I am not; that my praise 
may not be of men, but of God ; and that I may 
bave continual rejoicing in the testimony of con- 
science, and that peace of God which passeth all 
understanding. O my Father, who seest in 
secret! let the pleasing of thy holy will, and the 
honouring of thy blessed name, and the enjoying 
of thy gracious favour, be the great end which! 
design and aim at, in all my actions and under- 
takings ; that thou, the great and good God, 
mayest in all things be glorified by me, through^ 
Jesus Christ Amen. 



A Prayer for Hurmlity. 

OMOST High God, infinitely glorious above 
all our expressions, or our thoughts ! Thou 
sittest on the circle of the earth, and the inhabit- 
ants thereof are as grasshoppers : yea, before thee, 
all nations are as nothing, and counted to thee 
less than nothing and vanity. O what is man that 
thou shouldest be so mindful of him ! yea, that 
he should be so unmindful of his own vileness 
and sinfulness, to exalt and lift up himself, and 
to swell with the conceit of his own worth and 
excellence ! I desire, O Lord, to humble myself, 
that I have been no more humble; but have 
thought more highly of myself than 1 ought to 
think; and vain-gloriously set off myself before 
men, when I deserve only to bedespised^ and 
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nothing but confusion to be my portion. O thoo 
that reaisteth the proud and givest grace to the 
humble, give me ttie grace of humility, and make 
me mean and vile in tay own eyes, that I may be 
accepted in thy sight. Make me, Lord, of the 
number of those poor in spirit, those humble and 
contrite ones, to whom thou wilt look, and with 
whom ihou wilt dwell. 

O set my sins in order before me, and make me 
io know my transgressions, that I may not riatter 
myself in my own eyes, but carry It as becomes 
poor sinful dust and ashes, who deserve to be 
trodden under foot, and to be cast out as the 
ofl^couriiig of all things; taking nothing but 
shame to myself, and giving all the glory to thee, 
of whatever is good in me. Gr^at and holy God! 
make me more studious to be thy favourite than 
to be so accounted ; and better pleased to do 
my duly tlian to liear of it: neither of men let me 
seek glory, but the honour (hat comes of God 
only. And the more I have received from thee, 
the more let me ascribe unto thee; and not be 
pionilly opinionated of myself; but give all 
thanks and glory to thee for any good wherein 
thou hast m^demetoditTer; not loving or intend- 
ing the praise of men, in doing the work of God; 
but performing all my offices, as one that is not 
only called, but indeed, thy humble servant. 

O discover me so to myself, that I may still 
walk humbly with my God. and be clothed with 
humility: consider how frail I am, as a creature; 
and how vile, as a sinner. Let me ever detest 
and dread, and resist the pride that goes before 
destruction ; and so humble myself under thy 
mighty hand, that thou mayest exalt me in due 
tiiae. And for all the good 1 have ever perform- 
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ed or enjoyed, not unto me, O Lord, not me, but 
to thy name be all the praise and glory, humbly 
and heartily acknowledged and rendered, now 
and for evermore. 



^ Prayer for Mindfulness of God^s Presence. 

OLOliD, the infinite, incomprehensible God ! 
Thou art the high and holy One, who inha* 
bitest eternity,and dwellest in the light which no 
man can approach to. And from thy glorious 
throne in heaven thou lookest down upon all the 
inhabitants of the earth ; and hast thy eyes in 
every place, and ponderest every thing. Though 
tH> mortal eye can see thee ; no created under- 
etanding is able to comprehend thee ; yet thou 
art her^, and every where present, and now and 
Evermore thou seest us, and understandest our 
V'ery thoughts afar off; and art thoroughly ac- 
quainted with all our ways. Yea, thou art so 
Universally observant, as to have a particular 
concern for every person and action in the world. 
Great God, thou fillest heaven and earth with 
thy presence, O fill my heart with thy grace, and 
the mindfulness of thy presence with me; that I 
may set the Lord always before me; and ever- 
dore remember thee in all my ways. 

O that ever I should forget God that made me! 
the God who quickens every thing that lives ; con* 
curs with every thing that moves; and upholds 
every thing that has a being throughout the world ! 
O that I should live so much without thee in the 
world, in whom I ever live, and move, and am ! 
and who hast still been with me, and watchful 
for good over me all my days. Holy God, 
because I have regarded thee no more, thou 
mightest make me sensible of thy presence, in 
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judgments worthy of thyself. But O Lord, in 
mercy pardon all such my sinful neglect and in- 
advertence. And as I am ever exposed to thy all- 
Beeiiig eye, so innke me ever duly aware of it 
And let the remembrance of thy presence sway 
and guide me, in secret and in company, at all 
times, in all places, and in all my actions; that I 
rany demeati myself as ever under the awful eyes 
of the great God of heaven and earth, and tear 
thee above all other powers; love thee above all 
other Gods, serve tliee before all other Lords, and 
trust in thee more than in any other refuge. Yea, 
let me rejoice under the shadow of thy wings, 
and herein solace myseIf,thatthou artat my right 
hand, and ever wilh me. O let not the remem- 
brance of my Lord be grievous to me; but let 
my meditations of God be sweet, as well as fre- 
quent ; that delighting myself in the Lord, thou 
mayost give unto me the desires of my heart; 
and so guide me with thine eye, that as I am still 
manifest, I may be also still accepted in thybless- 
ed sight, through Jesus Christ, ^men. 

A Prayer for Tenderness of Heart. 

ALMIG HTY Lord, the God of all grace, who 
speakest to the heart, and it obeys thee; 
and when it is grown callous and hard, canst 
make it soft and relenting; and give sight and 
Bense even to such as are blind and past feeling! 
O show the power of thy heavenly grace, in 
working upon this stupid, insensible heart of 
mine, so as lo make me know, both the evil of 
my sins, and the things of my peace. And be 
thou pleased to give me such a sight of my sins, 
Buchhumiliationof soul, and brokenncss of heart, 
as may prepare me for all the promised mercies 
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of God in Jesus Christ. O Father of mercies! 
punish not my past sins, by leaving me to com- 
mit sin with greediness; nor ever give me up td 
such blindness of mind, and hardness of hearti 
as shall render me senseless and incorrigible. 
But quicken and awake my dull soul into a 
lively sense of sin, and tenderness of con- 
science, and due apprehension of my great and 
eternal concerns. O make me ever jealous over 
my heart, and watchful over my ways ; con- 
tinually fearing to offend, and endeavouring to 
please my God ; keeping my heart with all dili- 
gence, that it be not hardened through the dc- 
ceitfulness of sin ; and keeping at that distance 
which thy holy word teaches us to keep from 
every evil and accursed thing that is provoking 
in thy sight and destructive to my soul. 

O let me not continue in sin, that grace may 
abound ; nor kick against the bowels of mercy, 
that so long has borne with me, and been so 
abundantly good to me ; but give me, O my 
God, such a fulness of new life as may beget 
in me a greater quickness of spiritual sense ; and 
make my conscience quick of feeling, even as 
the apple of my eye : that I may so feel my sins, 
here, as to prevent my feeling of them forever, 
when there shall be no remedy. From hardness 
of heart, and contempt of thy word and com- 
mandments, good Lord deliver me. And give 
me a heart so sofl and tender, as to smite and 
correct me for every, even the least, sinful evil; 
and to hold me back not only from gross and 
scandalous offences, but from all that is suspi- 
cious, or that has a tendency to sin ; from the oc- 
casions of falling, and all appearances of evils. 
O let me so observe thee with child-Uke lewfet* 
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ness, and awful regard, all the days of my lifet 
that I may not slavishly dread thee; so as to be 
consumed with terrors in the great day of thy 
wrath, but may then receive the blessed portion 
of thy children, who lived still looking and pre- 
paring for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Anien. 



A Prayer for the Fear of G^hL 

OLORD, the great and dreadful God, in 
whose hands is my time ; at whose mercj 
is my soul, and all that concerns me both now 
and for ever. Thou, even thou, art to be feared; 
and who may stand in thy sight when once thou 
art angry! The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom; and happy is the man that 
feareth always! But to harden our hearto 
against thy fear, is not only folly and impiety, 
but madness and ruin. I am afraid, O Lord, be- 
cause I have feared thee no more; but have made 
so bold with thy glorious Majesty, and with thy 
holy laws; who canst, whenever thou pleasest, 
avenge thee of thy adversaries, and kill and cast 
sinners into hell, that I have been so fearless in 
the ways of sin, where I should not have dared to 
be seen, and so timorous in the cause of God, 
where I should not have feared the face of any 
man. O absolve me, I beseech thee, good Lord, 
from all such guilt that lies upon me, and put thy 
fear into my heart, that I may never experience 
what a fearful thing it is to fall into thy hands. O 
incite my heart to fear thy name! And let thy 
fear be ever before my eyes, to restrain me from 
the evil of my ways. O let me so stand in awe 
of thee, that I may not dare to provoke thee. 
Let me not be so much afraid of any man that 
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fihall die, as of the Almighty ever-living God; 
nor so fear any loss or suffering than can but take 
away a temporal good, as 1 fear the sin and 
^ckedness that would deprive me of the good 
everlasting. O let me fear the Lord and depart 
from evil; and have my God in such regard, that 
I may not offer wilfully to violate thy holy laws, 
but fear to dishonour thy name, or to rebel against 
thy word, or to rest short of what thou requirest 
at my hand* And O that thy fear may not only 
keep under some of my sins, but regulate my 
whole life, and sway my very heart ; tnat I may 
do thy will entirely from the heart, and go on to 
perfect holiness in the fear of God. 

May I fear thy name, and not blaspheme it i 
fear thy wrath, and not provoke it; fear thy 
Word, and not dispise it ; fear thy goodness, and 
Dot abuse it; fear thy omniscience, and not make 
bold with secret sins ; fear thy omnipotence, and 
not strive with my Maker in any case. And give 
me, O my God, the right mixture of fear and 
faith, to keep me in an even temper, between 
presuming and despairing, that no crosses or 
evils coming upon me, may ever make my Taith 
to fail, or sink me down into such consternations 
as to unfit me for my duty; and that no successes, 
and fair prospects of the world's good before 
me, may harden me into a wretched boldness 
with thee, nor lift me up into wantonness and 
stubbornness against thee ; but that I may keep 
up an awful regard of thy glorious Majesty, and 
a dutiful respect to all thy holy commands ever- 
more. Amen. 
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A Prayer for the Love of God. 

OTHOU intinile goodness and love, Avho art 
most sweet and amiable in llij'seU'! and 
must full of invitation, for all lli^ own glorious 
excellencies, and unspeakable perfections ; and 
also lor thy loving kindness, atid all the nonders 
of thy mercy and bounty to thy creatures! It ia 
the riches of thy grace to make us capable of 
this blessed privilege, to love thee; beyond 
which the highest angels know no greater bliss; 
yea, thou hast not only given us Ciipacities for it, 
but the greatest obligations to engage our hearts 
to it. Yet, after all the reasons and motives 
which we have to love our God, O how poor 
and defective has been my love! Yea, in what 
strangeness, and enmity to thee, Lord, have I 
lived! It is my sin, and shame, and misery, to 
be so lifslless and bacljwaid to thy love. O my 
God, I have done foolishly and wickedly, in for- 
saking the fountain of living \vaters, to hew to 
myself the broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water; shutting my heart against the love of my 
chiefest good, who hast still been doing me 
good ; and laid fresh obligations upon me with 
thy renewed favours every day; and preferrir)g 
any trifles and vanities of this present time; yea, 
and the satisfaction of my own foolish and hurt- 
ful lusts, above thee and thy love, which is bet- 
ter than life. 

O good God, be thou pleased to pardon all the 
defects of my love to thee, and all the excesses 
of my love to earthly things; and turn my incli- 
nations and affections from all vnin objects to 
thy blessed self, who art the worthiest of all love. 
And, to conquer all my prejudice, and for ever 
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win my heart, O show thyself to me as a pardon- 
ing God; full of compassion, ready to forgive and 
witling to save me. Yea, make me to know so 
much of the love wherewith thou hast loved me» 
that I may make better returns of love lo the 
eracious Giver of all my good. Touch my 
heart with such a powerful sense of thy loveli- 
ness and thy loving kindness, that I may expe- 
rience stronger desires and inclinations after 
thee, and greater complacence and delight in 
thee, and may love all other things in compari- 
Bon of my best and dearest Lord, as if I loved 
them not. 

The Lord direct my heart into the love of 
God; and shed abroad and increase thy love in 
my heart, that I may love the Lord my God with 
all my heart and soul, and mind and might. O 
disgrace to me all such tempting things of the 
world as would draw away my love from thyself; 
and so discover thyself to my soul, as may take 
my heart ; that this heart of mine which has been 
eo cold and dull, and dead to thy love, may feel 
its mighty warmth and power; and from com- 
plaining of the want, may come to rejoice in the 
abundance of it. O my life, ray hope, and joy, 
that hast eo much and eternally obliged me! 
give me the grace and the power to love thee; 
let me be still longing to appear before thee, 
and delight in the duties that bring me nigh to 
thee, and that help me to communion with thee. 
Increase my love to thy word, and to all the 
things of thy Spirit and grace; and let me take 
more satisfaction and pleasure in the light of thy 
countenance than in the increaseof corn and witie, 
and all the most desired enjoyments of this life. 
O let me not rest in the giils, (ov^eVWu^'^^Niwmp 
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tiful Giver of every good thing, but draw and join 
mj heart, dear Lord, still nearer to thyself iiiiib 
the cords of love. And together with all my en- 
joyments in the world, O let me enjoy still more 
of thee, my God ; in the enjoyment of whom con- 
sists all my true life, and peace, and happiness, 
here and for ever. Engage to thyself, O my Lord, 
the chief and choicest affections of my heart; 
and take it, the willing captive of thy love : and 
help me still to verify my love of God, by hating 
of evil, and keeping thy commands, and delighting 
to do thy will, O my God. * Let the desire of mj 
soul, the care of my heart, and the endeavour of 
my life, be to observe and please thee. And to 
secure my heart. Lord, to thee, that I may not 
turn away from thee, but may be rooted and 
grounded in thy love; and through thy good help 
and grace, may keep myself in the love of Goil, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to eternal life. Amen. 



A Prayer for Hope. 

OLORD God of hope, the blessed founder 
of all our great and glorious expectations! 
thou hast promised thy people such bliss and glo- 
ry as is not only above all our deserts to enjoy, 
but above all our verv thoughts to conceive. Yet 
k is not too great for thy Almighty hand and 
thy boundless love to give: and because thou 
^vest so like thyself, and hast made prepara- 
tions for thy people, answerable to thy own infi- 
nite greatness and goodness, therefore thou art 
^ot ashamed to be called their God. None has 
^een, or can tell, or think the things which thou, 
^ God, hast laid up for them that love thee. But 
^^ is good to hope, and quielly wait for the salva- 
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tion of the Lord. Even in dark days and perilous 
times, that make us know adversity, and threaten 
us still with more; yet patiently to wait for 
what we hope, till he that hides his face from us 
cause the light of his countenance to break out 
apon us. 

O my God ! give me such a hope as may lift 
up my head and strengthen my heart, and em- 
bolden my spirit, against all temptations and dis- 
coui agements of the present time ; that I may 
nev€^r yield to any consternations, so as to de- 
stroy my faith and hope, and unfit me for my 
work and thy service. O give me for a helmet 
the hope of salvation; that hope which may be 
as the anchor of my soul, sure and steadfast. O 
let me hope and praise thee more and more ! 
and rejoice in the hope that leaveth not ashamed ; 
yea, and hold fast the rejoicing of my hope firm 
to the end. 

And though I am sinful and unworthy, yet let 
me hope in the Lord, with whom is mercy, and 
plenteous redemption, to redeem his people from 
all their iniquities. O gracious God, infinitely 
good ! I could have no hope but in thy tender 
mercies in thy beloved Son, and in thy faithful 
promises; which do give assurance of pardon 
and acceptance to all that humbly and believingly 
apply themselves to thee, in the name and media- 
tion of Jesus Christ. But I beseech thee, O Lord, 
remember thy word to thy servant, upon which 
thou hast caused me to hope. O seal me with 
that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest 
of our inheritance, that I may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost. O let 
Christ in me be ray hope of glory : and having 
this hope in me help me to purify myseVC^ ^^ m^ 
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LonI I9 pure, that my hopes may be rational and 
well-grounded hopes, to see and enjoy the Lord, 
and to live in thy kingdom and glory most blessed 
for evermore. Amen. 

A Prayer for Charity. 

OMOST gracious and merciful Lord ourGoil, 
who art very goodness and love itself; thou 
br.st commanded, that he who lovelh thee should 
love his brother also ! yea, that we should love 
oup neighbour as ourselves. Father of mercies, 
forgive me all my sins of uncharitableness ; and 
give me a heart to abound with loving kindness 
to all the partakers of my nature, that are the 
work of thy hands, and sharcrii in my hope. Let 
me not despise any for their low estate, nor hate 
any for their abuE^ive carriage, nor cast off any as 
reprobate, for their scandalous wickedness ; but 
be kiddly affoctioiicil unto all; desirous of their 
holiness and happiness, and contributingwhat lies 
in me to promote it; showing the mercy which 
thou knowest I need; and forgiving others as I 
myself desire to be forgiven; yea, ready to dis- 
tribute and willing to communicate. And as I 
would be glad to find favour and receive supply 
of my own wants, give me, O gracious God, a 
large heart, and according to my ability, an open 
hand, that I may give cheerfully, and sow plen- 
tifully while I have time, doing good unto all 
men, especially to them thatare of the household 
of fiiith ; yea, loving the opportunities of such 
well doing; and blessing Uiy name, who hast so 
blest and enabled me; and refreshing my own 
bowels, in making the loins of the poor to bless 
me. 
And, O that we may all approve ourselves the 
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disciples of our Lord, by the love we have one 
for another; and show that we are passed from 
death ta life, because we love the brethren and 
bear the greatest kindness to the children of God ; 
ever esteeming and respecting them above all; 
and tendering such as nearest and dearest to us 
that are so to thy blessed self. O let our love be 
without dissimulation ; not only in word and in 
tongue, but ill deed and in truth; loving one ano- 
ther with a pure heart, fervently ; loving even the 
worst,so as to wish them well, and seek their good : 
and having our delight in the saints that are in the 
earth, and the righteous that are more excellent 
than their neighbours! loving them for thy holy 
image and Spirit appearing 1*11 them ! and setting 
our hearts upon them, because thou art with them, 
and hast a peculiar favour to them, and with an 
everlasting love hast loved them. O Lord of 
love, keep me from censoriousness, and rash judg- 
ing of any; that I may think and hope the best 
of all, which their case will admit: and love eve- 
ry one for his sake who has showed the greatest 
love to us all, even our dearest Lord, and only 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for Unify. 

OGOD of the spirits of all flesh, who hast 
made of one blood all nations of men, to 
dwell on the face of the whole earth ! wilt thou 
make us to agree in mind and affection as we do 
in nature and constitution, and give to all nations 
unity, peace and concord. And as thou hast 
called the faithful, all throughout the world, into 
one body, so make the multitude of believers, as 
once they were, of one heart, and of one soul. O 
let not the seamless coat of Christ be torn ia 

P 
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pieces; nor thj church be rent into schisms 
and contending parties, fierce and bitter against 
one another; but make us one fold and unaiii* 
mous dock under Jesus Clirist, the great Skep* 
herd and Bishop of our souls. O put a heafiiig 
plaster on our bleeding wounds; and let not 
those invidious names of sides, and parties that 
exasperate, be kept up, to give distaste and pre- 
judice; but take awaj from the midst of us that 
perverse spirit, which makes us a nation void of 
counsel ; and not understanding the things of our 
peace; but dashing ourselves one against ano- 
ther. O God of peace ! dispose our hearts to hear- 
ken to all peaceable counsels, and to comply with 
all healing designs. And to allay the heats which 
our dissentions have raised, that amidst the va- 
riety of apprehensions, we may yet keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; and 
evidence our relation to the Prince of Peace, bj 
following after those things that make for peace. 
O Lord, rebuke the storms of our animosi- 
ties and debates; and say to those winds and 
waves, peace, be still, and they will obey thee. 
O wilt thou heal our breaches, and give us first 
the true peace with God, as the foundation for a 
firm and lasting peace with one another. O that 
the uniting Spirit of Christ Jesus may so far pre- 
vail upon us, as to draw and knit us together in 
the blessed communion of thy saints ; that we 
may with combined wills and interest, as one 
man, put forth ourselves to advance the glory of 
thy name, the public good, and the common sal- 
vation of all our souls, through thy rich mercy to 
us in our blessed Peace Maker, Jesus Christ 
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Jl Prefer far Meekness and Peaceableness. 

£W ALMIGHTY God, who alone canst order 
P the unrulj wills and affections of sinful men! 
t thou be pleased to regulate my exorbitant 
pnsaions, and suppress in me that pride from 
whence cometh contention ; and beat down everj 
rebellious motion that exalts itself against peace 
and patience, and gentleness and meekness of 
Spirit! O help me to put away all bitterness and 
wrath, and ariger, and clamour, and evil speak- 
ing, with all malice. And however I am tempt- 
ed and provoked, O that I may possess my soul in 
patience; and not be overcome with evil, but 
overcome evil with good: and enable us, O God 
of patience, to bear one another^s burdens, and 
to forbear one another in love, that we may not 
contend but for the faith of Christ ; nor strive but 
to enter in at the strait gate ; nor provoke one 
another, but unto love and good works. 

O if thou the great God shouldst enter into 
judgment with me, and break out in fury upon 
me, as I have been ready to take fire at affronts, 
and to fall with rage upon my antagonists, Lord, 
how soon should 1 be consumed, and sink under 
the saddest misery, past recovery ! O may I 
ever dread to be rigid and cruel, who know the 
extreme need that 1 have of mercy! And thou 
the God of peace and love, forgive me, I beseech 
thee, all the sins that ever I have committed 
against peace and love. O let the peace of God 
rule in my heart ; and thy wonderful long-suffer- 
ing of me be ever an engagement upon me to 
show all meekness to all men; and bear the ig- 
norance and weakness, the follies and mistakes, 
the wrongs and indignities of my feWovi ct^^ 
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tures ; seeing I ibjseir am undone^ without the 
forbearance of God, and having nothing to hope 
for, and to comfort myself in, but the nnding of 
such favour at thy hands 

O teach and help us all to live in peace, and 
to love in truth ; follow peace with all men, and 
walking in love as Christ loved us, that we maj 
be united and knit together as fellow members 
of the same body, whereof he is the glorious head; 
who,thoughextremely wronged and provoked, yet 
did not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be 
heard in the streets. Of whom let me learn such 
meekness and lowliness of heart, that in him I 
may find rest for my soul. O my God! suppress 
all bitter resentments in my mind ; and let the 
law of kindness be in my tongue, and a meek and 
quiet spirit showing itself in all the conduct of 
my life. And, Lord, make us all so gentle and 
peaceable, and easy to be entreated, and hard to 
be provoked, that we may be followers ot God, 
as dear children; and that thou, the God of 
peace, mayest be with us, and delight to dwell 
a mono: us, and rejoice over us. to do us good for 
thy mercy's sake, in Jesus Christ. Anven. 

A Prayer under Abuses aiid Provocations. 

OMOST high and wise, holy and righteous 
Judge of all the earth, the great Author 
and lover of peace and truth! thou knowest my 
foolishness, and my sins are not hid from thee. — 
How far I have been accessary to pull down 
these troubles and mischiefs upon my own head; 
and how much worse tiian any of these I deserve 
at thy hands, is all naked and open to thine 
eyes. I submit. Lord, to thy correction, who dost 
oilen use such instruments of thy displeasure. 



And O that the ill-ivill of men mny quicken mv^ 
tlic more to examine myself for tlial wliicli is or- 
fcEisivc in ihy siglit; and make inc more cnreful 
(o have my heart right with God; and to ingra- 
tiate myseh" Hith Iieaven: Mliich will more than 
recompense for the loss of any one's favour in 
tlic world. 

Bill seeing my heart condemns me not in (he 
prcsetil cayc, for being the cause of all this ivrath 
and clamou r, and malice and vengeance; and here- 
in I apprehend myself now to sulTer ivrongful- 
ly, being slanderously reported, lalsely accused, 
shamefully and dcspilefully used, and hated with- 
out a cause; I take the boldness to pour out my 
complaint before thco, O God, and to shelter 
myself under llie shadow of thy wings. Plead ray 
cause, O Lord, with liiein tliat strive with me; 
luid save me from those that rise up against me. 
Though for my love, they are my adversaries, 
let me give myself to prayer; and not avenge 
mysell", hut give place unto wrath, and commit 
my cause to thee that judgelh righteously. O 
convince my adversaries of the error tticy are in; 
and turn them from flie ill-way they arc upon: 
and the remainder of their wrath, O do llioii re- 
strain, and here make me a way to escape, a8 
lliou hast so often been my help. 

[ confess, O Lord, thou mighlcsljuslly ubcIIi 
that provoke me, as thy scourge to cliastise me, 
for provoking thee; and I know not but such may 
now be lliy pleasure. O help me then paliciilly 
to bear the indignnlion of llie Lord; because I 
have so greatly sinned against lliee; and how- 
ever I am pursued and strTirk at, O let me not 
render evil for evil, nor railing for railing, but 
contrariwise, blessing; cousidcving \um \.V\a.V evs* 
P 2 
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dtired so great coiitrailiclion of sinners against 
himself, llint I he not weiirietl and faint in my 
mind. If the man after lliy own heart had so 
mmty biller implacable enemies, that not only ' 
traduoed his naioe, bittMouglit his life; if ihy holy 
apo-itle was ciilled a babbler anil troubler of llie 
worM, and a pestilent fellow, not tit to live; yen, 
if the Son of thy cLerniil love had the report ofa 
ivinc-bihbor, ri friend of publicans and sinners, a 
deceiver of tlie people, and a dealer with the 
devil; if he that deserved so well of men, fared 
PC ill at their liands; if he that did no .sin was 
persecuted, as if he had been the chief of sinners; 
if he suffered so much evil, who never deserved 
any,0 vvhyshould such an unworlhysinful wretch 
as I, to whom belongs confusion efface, and the 
worst punishment, so heinously resent it as insuf- 
ferable, to be set at nought, and but to endure 
the correction nf my own wickedness; thnngh I 
deserve it not fiom them, yet, how much worse 
do I deserve from thy heavenly Majesty, oflendr 
cd by my sins, who mayest justly pay me by their 
hands. Let men then say, or do what they can 
against me; O let me be as a deaf man that hear- 
eth nol, and as a dumb man that opens not his 
mouth; liltle regarding the aiicjer of man, if I 
can but be happy in the favour of my God. O 
Lord keep back ihy servant from giving any just 
provocation; and let me not suiter as an evil 
doer; nor let the wo be to me, because offence 
Cometh by me; and then when persecuted for 
righteousness' sake, I shall rejoice and bless Ihy 
name, and give thee thanks and praise for all thy 
grace and goodness to rae, in Jesus CbrisL 
^men. 
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A Prayer vnder Infamy and Disgrace. 

OLORD! righteousness belongs to ihee; but 
to me cojtt'itsioii of face, as ilis ibis day. — 
Shame is the porliori of my sins ; and I deserve no 
better than to be slighted and despised myself, 
who have so slighted thy laws, and despised the 
glorious Majesty of heaven. If 1 had been inno- 
cent, I might have been confident to lift up my 
face without spot; but wo is me that 1 havcsinueil, 
to make myself vile, and fit only to be trampled 
on. As far as I am obnoxious and gnilly, I take 
shaDie to myself as the reward of my folly and wick- 
edness. And O that I may so feel it here, that I 
may not hereafter awake to shame and everlast- 
ing contempt. And let not any that wait on thee, 
O Lord God of hosts, be ashamed for my sake: 
yea, where I sulTer wrongfully, yet Lord help me 
to take il patiently. Though I am reproached 
for the name of Christ, and persecuted for righte- 
ousness' sake, let me not droop under the censures 
and scorns of men, if I can but find acceptance 
and favour in tiiy sight. . Seeing it is not men's 
applause or reproacli, that can make us happy 
or miserable, though we. have their good opinion 
and commendation, we are never the better m hen 
out with heaven : and though we have lost our- 
Eelves with them, we are never the worse when 
we approve ourselves to Him that searchetli our 
hearts. — Thy word, O Lord, gives iis encourage- 
ment, sufieringasCbristifi lis, that we should not be 
ashamed, but glorify thee on this behalf. .And 
tliy apostles who were made as the filth of the 
world: and the offscouring of all things, rejoiced 
that they were counted M'orlhy to suffer slinme 
for tfac name of Jesus. Thoua.Vi \ \ias6 >i\t»ivi^ 
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evil report as well as good ; O what a small thing 
it is to be judged of man's judgment! And if 
thou, my God, wilt have me to be low in the 
world, yea, even a hissing and proverb of re- 
proach, let me bear thy indignation, and submit 
to thy correction ; not so much concerned for the 
disgrace, as to remove the cause ; and be more 
careful and diligent to please the Lord, and to 
seek the honour that is of Uod. 

If men speak evil of what (hey understand not, 
and perverse scoffers, walkiiig afier their own 
Ittfits, oppose and deride me, contradicting and 
blaspheming thy truths, O let not thy holy reli- 
gion ever sink in my thoughts for any of their hard 
speeches, or coarse usage; but looking uutoJesus, 
Ine Sun of righteousness, that once lay under 
clouds, the Lord of glory, who bore such re- 
proach and infiimy, who heard ill from the world 
though he never did evil in his life; nud was 
despised and rejected of men, though he deserv- 
ed so much better than ever any did from them; 
let me little regard what names they call any of 
hishousehold,whocancalI themasterof the house 
as bad. But may I still follow my blessed Saviour, 
in meekness and patience; having my eyes and 
dependence upon the great Author and Finisher 
of our faith ; who first despising, and then sur- 
mounting the shame, art now set down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high; and from thence 
shall come in great glory to judge the world; 
whose name be ever blessed, world without end. 
^inen. 

A Prayer for our Enemies. 
LORD of love, the Prince of peace, thou 
hast told us, that iViou came9.\. Vq send a 
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sword and fii'e upon earth; and that it must needs 
be. that offences come. Even the best of men, in 
pLissiiig through this tumultuous world are often 
jorilled iind evil entreated. And if it be the lot 
ot thy own holy followers to have hatred and 
tribulation in the world, O what am I, vile sinner, 
that I should look to be exempted from this com- 
mon portion ! Such as I have made my enemies, 
by ray folly and miscarriage, Lord, incline and 
enable me to appease and gain them ; and so di- 
rect my ways to please thee, that ihou mayest 
make them be at peace with me. And such as 
are my enemies wrongfully. Lord lay not this sin 
to their charge, but forgive them, and open their 
eyes, and pacify their minds, and turn their 
hearts, that they may see their error, and first be 
reconciled utito God, and then live with their 
brethren, in unity and godly love; and that, at 
last, I may meet them in the arms of Jesus Christ: 
and those that will not cease from hating, Lord 
prevent them from hurling me ; or, though they 
do mc hurt, let me endeavour to do them good ; 
and not hate but love my enemies, fur thy sake 
who hast comrniinded us to love them; and who 
didst express the highest love to us in dying for_ 
us, even when we were thy enemies. Let me 
consider them as ihy rod, aiid the stafl'of thy in- 
dignation, in all that I sulTer from them, that in- 
stead of striving to avenge myself, I may submit 
to thy hand. 

O, good Lord ! mortify in all of us the carnal 
mind, that is enmity against God, and those lusts 
that war in our mem hers, from whence come wars 
and fightings amongst ns. Turn all our enmity 
agiin^t ihe common CTiemies of our souls; and ^om 
all our hearts to tliee, in thy Une feat a,'£\^^w»£^ 
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"and ihat wemay not meJilate revenge, but study '" 
to bequiet; norfomeiit and pursue our quarreia, ^^ 
but follow after llie things that make for peace; I 
, and with one mind, and with one mouth, giorifj 1 
our God, through Jesus Christ. Anten. \ 

«4 Prayer under Crosses artd Disappointments in our 
Affairs. 

OMY Lord ! I live by thee, and do conti^^a^ ' 
Ij'dependuponlhee, for life and breath iittd - 
all ihingft. Thy providence has appointed mysia* 
lions, and disposes whatever concerns me in ihc 
world : if not so much as a sparrow fulls on tbe 
ground without thee, and the very hairs of our ■■ 
head are all numbered, thou canst not be un- ■ 
concerned in the changes and accidents that ;- 
befall tliy servants ; and whatever instrumenta ^ 
and occasions have been in the way, it is tbj ** 

{tleasure, that so it should be with me as it is. "^ 
lestrain me, therefore, O Lord, from fretting mj- ^ 
self lodoevi!. And help me to take up my cross, * 
and follow my meek and lowly Saviour, in self '^ 
denial and quiet submission to the will of mj ' 
heavenly Father. "'' 

O, who am I, sinful wretch, who have so much ' 
displeased thee, that I should never be crosse^i * 
nor have any thing to trouble me ! Thy will be ^ 
done, O Lord, how much soever if goes against ■ 
flesh and blood. And let me ever des^ign thy glo- ^ 
ry, and endeavour to conform to thy pteasurCi * 
whether it make for or against me in any respects * 
■of this life. O that I may learn obedience, by the * 
things which I suffer; that I may not be worse, 
but better in my spiritual concerns, for these rub* 
and disappointments in matters of the worlJ. 
^iid O ibat the advevse tU\n^a which interrupt ' 
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ind trouble me in my designs and enterprises 
uere, may turn all to llie gloiy of thy name, and 
to the furtherance oCray conilorlable accounts in 
the hour ofdeatli, and in the great day ol' our 
Lord Jesua Christ, jimen. 

A Prayer under Losses and Damage in oar Goods 
find Esffite. 

BLESSED Lord ! thou art the great proprie- 
tor and owner of whatever we have to en- 
joy : the world is thine, and the fulness thereof: 
thou givcst and thou lakest away : blessed be thy 
nnme in all. Thou hast made me abound in many 
things which others are destitute of; and if thou 
also makest me want what others abound with, 
fel teach me, my God, how to be abased, and to 
iufl[er need, as well as how to abound: and in 
vhatsoever estate I am, therewith to be content- 
eeing all these things comesilike to all ; and no one 
tnows love or hatred, by what is here before him. 
Vnd as it will profit a man nothing to gain the 
vhole world and lose his own soul, so all the loss- 
's in the world caniiot undo him, whose soul is 
iafe in thy hands. O let me not grieve, llierefore, 
IS if I were undone, for what 1 have lost ; but 
sheerfully commit myself lo thee, to choose my 
inheritance for me; and be least of all concern- 
ed for my worldly portion, so that I may but see 
Lhe joy of thy salvation. And Lord repair to me 
these damages, in an infinitely better way, out 
of thy own fulness, with the more precious things 
that accompany salvation ; that I ma^' imitate thy 
holy servants of old, who took joyfiilly the spoil- 
ing of their goods, as kriowing that they had in 
heaven a better and an enduring substance. O 
make me now the more solicitous and industrious 
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to lay up my treasure in heaven ; when I see 
how little any thijig is to be confided in here on 
earth. O let me look less upon these temporal 
things that are seen ; and be most of all concerned 
that 1 lose not the blessed things eternal, but 
provide so well for my soul, and be so rich to- 
wards God, that when all here shall fail me,lhou 
mixjest never fail me, but be the strength of 1117 
li-eart, and my portion for evermore. Mmm. 

A Prayer under Corijinemenl and Loss of Liberty. 

OLORD mj God, ititiiiitely kind and good! 
I have through thy gracious indulgence 
long enjoyed my freedom in the world; and been 
permitted to go in and out, wliitlier I would, at 
my pleasure; but now that I am under restraint, 
and confined to this place, O hoiv much sorer 
affliction ought I with patience to endure for 
turning my liberty into licenfiousness, and llyiii^ 
out, as I have done, into wild excesses and dis- 
orders, to wander from ihee and weary myself 
in the ways of wickedness! This confinement I 
acknowledge to be but Ihe easy correction of 
my extravagance, who deserve to be shut up in 
the eternal prison from whence there is no re- 
demption; but for thy dear Son, my blessed Sa- 
▼iour's sake, I beg, Lord, that this restraint may 
not be in judgment but in merry to me, that it 
may bring me to ihc consideration and repent- 
ance of all those vicious liberties which I have 
taken, to live after my own foolish and hurtful 
lusts ; and that it may remove me out of the way 
of such temptations and opportunities ofsinniiift 
against thee, and engage me more closely ana 
dutifully to attend upon thee, that in thy service 
imay find a better freedom than the freedom 
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which I have lost ; having free access into thy 
presence and boldness at the throne of grace, 
and deliverance from the bondage of mj sins, 
and power to tread down the enemies of my 
soul, and to bring them under, that have reigned 
over me. 

O that I may now be crucified to the world, 
as well as sequestered from it, that I may not be 
turned off with regret and a heavy heart, but 
may leave it in affection, as I am now shut out 
from its conversation ; that I may in iieart and 
mind ascend and dwell above, and have my con- 
versation in heaven, and such fellowship with 
thee, my God and Saviour, which I may infinitely 
prefer above all the society and enjoyments of 
the world. If the Son of God shall make me free, 
I shall be free indeed. O bring my soul out of 
rison, tlie horrible pit of my sins and fears, that 
may not there be kept in durance to the judg- 
ment of the great day; and I will then praise thy 
name, let my body be shut up in ever so narrow 
a compass. O set my feet in such a large room, 
my affections at liberty to enjoy thy infinite Self, 
and to expatiate in thy heavenly kingdom, that is 
boundless and everlasting; and make me a fel- 
low-citizen with the saints, and of the household 
of God ; and then, though I lie in a jail, and in a 
grave, yet I shall be a prisoner of hope, looking 
for thai blessed hope, to be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberties 
of the children of God; even for his sake, who, 
for ours, was apprehended and confined, and put 
to death, and laid in the grave, and now livelh 
and reigneth with thy eternal Self, and Holy 
Spirit, over all, God blessed for evermore, jimea 
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A Prayer under sad Accidents and Disasters faUing 

on the Body. 

OLORD, Most High ! the all-disposing God ! 
thou hast taught us, that affliction rises not 
out of the dust, nor comes by chance, without thj 
appointment ; but is the messenger despatched on 
thy errands, who hast an ^overruling hand in all 
the disasters that befall us, whatever else be the 
occasion of our hurts : and still thou hast good 
reason to do as thou dost, though the reason 
may be hid from us. I know, O, Lord, that thj 
judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulness 
hast afflicted me. O why should a living man 
complain, a man for the punishment of his sins? 
Great God ! I humbly submit to thy hand, and 
will bear the effects of thy displeasure, which I 
have pulled down upon myself. O my Lord, give 
me patience, and strength, and grace proportion- 
able to this great trial ; and enable me so to de- 
mean myself under it, that after the affliction I 
may find cause to say, it was good for me to be 
afflicted. Thou that hast torn and smitten, thou 
alone art able to heal, and bind up my breaches! 
O wilt thou remember me in my low estate, 
out of that mercy of thine which end u rest for 
ever ; and help me to find out the cursed things 
that have pcovoked thee so to stretch out thy 
hand upon me. O that I may search and t-ry my 
ways and turn to the Lord, and bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance ; and for his sake who was 
wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for 
our iniquities, Lord forgive, and heal my soul 
that has sinned against thee; and in good time, 
repair the breaches made upon my body too, if it 
seem good in thy sight, and make me to hear joy 
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and gladness, that tbe bones which thou hast 
broken may rejoice. 

If thou wilt, Lord, Ihou canst make me whole. 
O may it be thy gracious pleasure to work so 
wonderfully for ijie, and glorify ihy power and 
mercy in my help and recovery ; or however thou 
Bhalt dispose oi this vile body, grant me, O my 
God, ail humble resignation to thy will, and sa- 
tisfaction with thy dealings, and make this sad 
dispensation, which is so grievous for the time, 
gracious in the issue. O make it the messenger 
of thy love to my soul, and the means of convert- 
Hig and sanctifying it, and preparing it for the 
Lord, and fitting it to receive all the saving mer- 
cies of God, in Jesus Christ. J^men. 

A Prayer for a Blind J\Jan. 

OLORD our God ! thou art light, and in thee 
is no tiarkness at all ; thou hast created the 
light and the sun, and givest both the power of 
seeing and objects to !->e seen: it is a pleasant 
thing to behold the li-^ht; but of that sweet 
benefit thou hast thought fit to deprive thy ser- 
vant. O blessed be thy name, even taking away 
as well as giving, for thou art wise and just, and 
good in all; every thing that happens to us is of 
ihy appointment. Lord of all, who hast made us, 
and mayeet do what thou wilt with thy own; yet 
there is no unrighteousness with God; but what- 
ever thou dost, is meet and right to be done, 
though many of thy providential ways are here 
in the dark to all, as now all thy visible works 
are darkness to thy servant; yea. Lord, IItou art 
gracious in all that thou bringest upon us; and 
canst bring the greatest good even out of the 
worst evil that befalls ua; and \\\j5t\^ ;itV\u'vv\\\\«3v-^ 
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;r to I thy servants than their eyes, and all 

. things that ever eyes beheld. 

Tliy servant here desires, with meekness and 
patience, to submit to thy heavy stroke, and con- 
fesses t thou art just in quenching that hght 
of his e which he did not use as he ought to 
thv 

tbou, O gracious Lord, in judgment 
iiercy; and bless to hira this thy af- 
j Hand upop '^■"1, •'■"•^ it may promote his 
;nliiiice and peace \ God; and may cut 
ill the occasions of worse stumbling and fall- 
ing, than any whereto his esent darkness may 
expose him; that so temptations, which 

enter in at the eyes, bi .ken away, he freed 

from those interruptio d distractions, may 

better attend on the I ind be more intent 

upon the concerns of thu ooul; and more curious 
and exact in looking inward to the things be- 
tween God and his heart; and in pressing after 
a better light than that which thou hast taken 
from him. Lord, as thou hast showed thy sov- 
ereignty and justice, in taking away his sight, so 
let thy work of power and mercy be made mani- 
fest, both in ministering comforts to him, and 
enabling him contentedly and cheerfully to bear 
up under the loss; and also making it up to him 
in so much a better way, that he may be a gainer 
by it in his spiritual affairs, and what pertains to 
his everlasting bliss. O good God! bring him 
out of the sinful darkness into thy marvellous 
light, that he may be light in the Lord, though 
he wants the light of this world. 

O thou Father of lights, enlighten the eyes of 
his understanding, that he may see what is the 
hope of thy calling, and Yi\ia,V lUe Tvckes of the 
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gloiy of thy inheritance in the saints, and what 
the mighty power of thy Spirit which works in 
them that do believe. Now that he cannot be- 
hold the temporal things, O that he may be more 
earnest in looking after the unseen things which 
are eternal; in looking to Jesus, and minding 
the things of his peace and studying the mys- 
teries of salvation, and the wonders of thy love, 
and the glories of thy kingdom. O thou Giver 
of all grace! give him the eye of faith and spiri- 
tual discerning, to see him that is invisible, whom 
no mortal eye hath seen or can see. Gracious 
Lord, discover thyself still more and more to 
him, and reveal thy Son to him, and teach and 
guide him, and entertain him with thoughts and 
considerations pertinent to his condition; and 
let thy good Spirit, as a counsellor and comfort- 
er, still abide in him, and bring to his mind, and 
work upon his heart, all things that shall make 
for his edification and encouragement in thy holy 
ways ; have compassion upon him, O Lord, and 
be gracious and kind to him, and do all that 
thou knowest needful and good for him, and lead 
him, and help him on continually, till in thy light, 
he shall see light, and have his eyes opened at 
the last to see the splendour of thy kingdom, and 
all the joy of thy salvation ; yea, to see thy glori- 
ous face, to see thee as thou art, and to know as 
he is known in that heavenly presence of thine, 
where is fulness of joy ; there to be with the 
Lord, and to enjoy thy sight and love, and bless- 
ed self, world without end. jlmen. 







•>4 Prayer under grievbus Pains. 

LORD, thou art a merciful God, and dost 
not aSSict willingly^ nor grieve tKecYtfXdit^w 
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ef men, i en the necessity of our case calls for 1 
sham ap ications; thou chastisest us for our | 
nn 11 we may be partakers of thy holiness 

is the man whom thou chasteneth, 
a-.( leacheat him out of thy law! O that if 

mt, nuch mercy to the soul of thy servant, 

.nd is so hard upon him at present! 
1 liou hast cast him into the furnace, 

a; be a means to purge out his dross, 
lira for thy acc'^"*ible use and service. 
i may learn sue iiigs in the school of 
.ion, as may stand li.< in stead, and do bim 
gooa for ever. 

But thou, O God o lation, who knowesl 

our frame, and how . i is that we can en- 

dure, though it be so mi that we deserve, be 
pleased lo remember hiii i mercy; and make 
nis sufferings less, or thy grace in him, and his 
patience and spiritual strength, greater than alt 
his sufferings. O take the load off* him or lighten 
it to him, or enable him to bear what thou art 
pleased to lay upon him, — Lord, all his desire is 
before thee, and his groaning is not hid from thee. 
O regard his affliction when thou hearest his 
cry; and enter not into judgment with him ac- 
cording to the desert of his sins ; but according 
to thy mercy remember thou him, for thy good- 
ness' sake in Jesus Christ. O gracious Father, 
eanctify to him what thou hast laid upon him, 
that the present sore evil may have a comforta- 
ble issue, and work for his spiritual and eternal 
good; and the Lord support, and bear him up 
under it, and bring him safe and happily out of 
it, to the rejoicing of thy servant, and the glory 
of thy name; and however thou shalt deal with 
Aim O good Lord, suppress all his repinings at 
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thy dealings, that he may not so sin as to charge 
God foolishly, who never dost the thing but what 
is most righteous and fit to be done ; yet nothing 
bat what thy servant shall once have cause to 
bless and praise thee fordoing; but teach and help 
bim to glorify God in the time of his visitation, 
by his humble submission to thy will, his patient 
abiding to thy hand, and his faithful reformation 
under it, that thou mayest return with the visit- 
ations of thy love, and restore ease and comfort 
to him, and 6how him the joy of thy salvation, 
for thy owB mercy's sake in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer under dangerous Sickness. 

OLord God Almighty, and ever blessed, in 
whom we all ever live, and move and are ; 
we acknowledge it to be of thy mercies we are 
not consumed, because thy compassions fail not. 
[f thou hadst, long before this time, cut us off in 
our sins, and shut us up under final despair of 
thy mercy, yet righteous hadst thou been, O 
Lord; and how justly mightest thou now refuse 
to hear us calling upon thee in our prayers as we 
BO often have refused to hear thee calling upon 
us by the motions of thy Holy Spirit ; but thou 
art God, and not man ; and thy thoughts are not 
as our thoughts, nor thy ways as our ways ; but 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
thy thoughts and thy ways above ours. Thou 
art our refuge and strength, and present help in 
time of need and trouble; in which times thou 
hast commanded us to call upon thee, and hast 
promised to hear us, and to give us cause to 
praise and glorify thee for thy goodness and 
mercy to us. 
And now we come to thee, O Lord our God^ in 
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behalf of this thj servant, that lies here in alo« 
and distressed state, under thy chastened hand. 
Look down we beseech thee, mercifully upon 
him; and be thou gracious and favourable to I 
him, according to the multitude of thy tender I 
mercies in Christ Jesus: in as great danger as he 1 
19, yet if thou wilt, O Lord, thou canst set him 1 
up, and make hiiD whole; if thou but speak the 
word, the thing will be done. — And in submis- 
Bion to thy most wise and good disposal of ali 
things, we would beg this mercy at thy handa, 
that thou wouldst be pleased to rebuke his dis- 
temper, to remove thy stroke, and cause the bit- 
ter cup which thou hast given him to pass awaj 
from him, and make him a way to escape out of 
the affliction that ia upon him, and to this end, 
that thou wouldst direct to the means proper for 
his help, and command a blessing upon them to 
promote his recovery. Spare him, good r.,ord| 
and restore him if it be thy will, that he may 
have a long time to work out his salvation, and 
be more useful in his place, and do more good in 
his generation ; or however thou shait be pleas- 
ed to deal with him as to the concerns of his 
body, which we pray may be in a way of gentle- 
ness and tender mercy ; yet Lord, let his soul be 
ever precious in thy sight ; and may this sick- 
ness of his body be for the health oi that im- 
mortal better part, to promote his salvation ever- 
lasting. 

O give him a right discerning of the things 
belonging to his peace, before they be hid from 
his eyes ; show him what he is to do; enable him 
for the doing of it, that he may have the sound 
peace with God, through Jesus Christ; give him 
the true repentance towards GoA, m\4 v^ve T\aJ\,t 
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faith in the onlj Saviour of the world ; wash and 
cleanse his soul with the blood of thy Son, and 
the graces of thy Spirit, that it may be delivered 
from all defilements it has contracted in this 
present evil world, and be found safe and happy 
m the hour of death, and in the great day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Fit him, O Lord, for living 
or dying, whatever in thy wise and righteous 
providence thou hast designed for him, that it 
may be unto him Christ to live, and gain to die ; 
that in all, he may find cause to glorify thy name, 
still experiencing thy gracious goodness to him 
in the Son of thy love; if thou shalt please yet to 
release him from his bed of languishing, to live 
longer upon earth, O that he may live to thee in 
thy fear, and to thy praise, and do thee better 
service, and bring thee greater glory ; or, if thou 
hast determined that this sickness shall be a sick- 
ness unto death, and this visitation his last visit- 
ation, prepare him, O merciful God, by thy 
grace, for thy blessed self; and grant him a safe 
and comfortable passage out of this wretched 
life, to an infinitely better, through the merits 
and mediation of thy beloved Son, our only Sa- 
viour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer under Jingering Sickness* 

OGOOD God, thou hast long kept thy ser- 
vant under thy chastening hand; thou hast 
made him acquainted with grief, and his sick- 
ness is become even his own familiar companion; 
yet O blessed Lord, grant that we may not think 
it long to wait thy leisure, who art pleased to 
wait so long for the return of a sinner ; and who 
art very pitiful and of tender mercy, having kind 
intentions, even in thy bitter dispensations ; yea* 
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»iches of thy grace, and the multitude of thy 
mercies in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for one that is StupifieJ, or Light-headed. 

O THOU great Maker arid Preserver of men, 
who knowest our frame and our frailty, how 
soon our senses may fail us, and our understand- 
ing depart from us ; to what aceidenis, distem- 
pers atid decays our weak nature is liable, even 
Buch^as may make the most acute and judicious 
man quickly become as a child or idiot, and turn 
all our wisdom and ingenuity into folly and fren- 
zy. We are every oue of us in thy hands, O 
Lord, to be used as thou wilt ; to have our 
speech and sense, yea, our very breath and life 
taken away when thou pleasest. Thou art 
righteous in all that comes upon us ; and who 
shall say unto thee, what docst thou ? Yet, even 
iu chastising and correcting, thou keepest a 
measure, and dost not forget thy mercy and 
compassion, nor drivest us away from the throne 
of grace, but biddest us call upon thee in our 
troubles, and art stilt attentive to the prayers of 
thy servants; yea, waitest to be gracious, and 
wilt not let them seek thy face iu vain. Hear us, 
O Father of mercies, we beseech thee ; and let 
thy mercy now be showed to thy poor weak dis- 
tempered servant, according to the exigence of 
his case, in the time of liis need. 

Thou, OGod,all-«ulIJcient, who Greatest facul- 
ties, canst as easily restore them, and give light 
and understanding even to the simple; and 
scatter all the clouds, and supply and rectify 
every thing that is defective and amiss. O that 
thou wouldst be pleased to show thyself so gra- 
ciously and powerfully in the ^tese\\\. ease,«^>.^ 
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repair the breaches made upon thy aerrant ; and 
give him sense and apprehension sufficient to 
discern the state of his eoul, and to see the things 
of his peace. 

Thou Lord Almighty, who didst command the 
light to shine out of darkness, and often bringest 
order and beauty even out of confusion and de- 
formity, canst lighten the darkest mind, inform 
the weakest head, and regulate the wildest im- 
agination; yea, thou canst speak immediately to 
the heart, and incline and secure it to thyself; 
and canst convey instruction, and all suitable 
relief, where the doors are shut up against U3. 
O God of all power and love, wilt thou speak to 
the soul of thy servant, so that it may observe 
thy voice ; and seize that precious jewel ibr thy 
own, that it may be safe in thy hands. Lord, 
direct and quicken, help and assist him, where 
we cannot, and do the great work of grace, wor- 
thy of the wonder-working God, to I'fiTect salva- 
tion for him by thy own self, in the failure of out- 
ward means and applications. O have pity up- 
on his infirmities, and be merciful to his mis- 
takes and failings, his rovings and follies; give 
him, gracious God, a broken, penitent heart, and 
a believing, willing mind : and then accept him 
in thy b^oved Son, according to what he hath; 
and of thy rich grace, make him an entrance into 
thy everlasting kingdom, where all the sliadows 
being vanished and gone, he may see light in thy 
light, and joyfully give thee praise and giory to 
all eternity. Be gracious, O good Lord, and in- 
dulgent to him; and do all that thou knowesi to 
be needful and good for him. through the media- 
tion and for the merits of him who took part of 
our desk and blood, thai \ie ttn^^^V be touched 
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with the feeling, of -our infiwBiiieB; and to thjT 
merej, in that hour, merctfUI and faitbfcil HigQ 
Priest, we commit tfaif- infirm member of his 
mystical body, besffeeh&tg thee, O blessed Lord 
our God, to show thyself linto him a compassion- 
ate and tender Father, in the same Jesus Christ 
our only Saviour. Amen. 

A Prayer for a sick Child. 

OGOD of the spirits of all flesh, the only Giv- 
er and Preserver of life in every living squI; 
the smallest, as well as the greatest, are thy work 
and thy care; and neither without the compass 
of thy providence, nor below the notice and re- 
gard of our heavenly Father, who though so 
great above all, yet despiseth not any! O dear 
Lord, let thy thoughts be full of pity and tender 
mercy to this poor sick child, for whose afSic- 
tions we are now concerned ; and send him that 
relief and comfort from above, which none of us 
are able to give; either lighten the load, or in- 
crease the strength to bear it; and deal gently 
and graciously with him, good Lord, beyond 
what we are worthy to ask at thy hands, even 
for thy own goodness and mercy's sake. Spare 
him, O Father of mercies, and grant him ease 
and release from his trouble ; yea, make haste to 
deliver him, we beseech thee ; and in submission 
to thy will we beg the recovery of his health, and 
the continuance of his life, to be spent in thy 
fear, and to thy praise, that he may continue to 
do thee service, and bring thee glory in his days 
upon earth;* but, forasmuch as children them- 
selves, who are shapen in iniquhy, and conceiv- 
ed in sin, are therefore subject to death, which 
reigns even over them that haveuolamwe^^^^VRX 

R 
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Ihe similitude of Adam's transgression, if (tiofl 
art pleased, Lord, to take him away bo early, 
let it be in mercy, and prepare hiiii then bo for 
thyselfj that it may be to him the grcaleut gain 
to die; that he may not only be delivered trom 
(he miseries and dangers of this world, and ihat 
to come, but by the quickest improvement, may 
be perfected in knovt ledge and grace, and made 
ripe and ready for heaven and eternal glory, 
through the infinite satisfaction and merits of thy 
beloved Son, our compassionate Saviour, who so 
kindly embraced and blessed young children, 
and ever lives at thy right hand to intercede for 
young and old ; the only prevailing Advocate for 
UB all. And to thy mercy in hirn, O most gra- 
cious God, we commend this afflicted child, be- 
seeching thee to deal well by him, and be good 
and kind to him ; and out of the riches of thy 
grace, provide and do abundantly, as thou know- 
eSt best for him, in life and death, and for ever- 
more, .imen. 

^ Prayer for a dying Man past hope of Recovery. 

OTHE hope of Israel, and the Saviour there- 
of in time of trouble! when all other hope 
and help fail, it is not in vain to seek unto thee 
for succour, who canst bring back from the mouth 
of the grave, and quicken the very dead; and 
where thou art not pleased any further to pro- 
long the temporal life, yet canst deliver from 
eternal death, and bring safe to the blessed life 
everlasting : for the sake of which, no troubles or 
death should be thought too much to be endured; 
if by any means we may attain (o the joyful re- 
surrection of the dead, and get safe to the 
Aeavetiiy Canaan, iVie \an4 ot V\ie \.t^iR Uviog 
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where death itself is swallowed up of life, and 
thy saints are above the danger of dying anj 
more, and live full of joy to everlasting ages. 
We think it too late to beg the recovery of thy 
servant, O Lord, now that he seems to us going 
the way of all flesh, and justly launching forth in- 
to his everlasting condition ; but though the time 
of his departure appears to be at hand, yet we 
cannot think it too late to beg thy mercy for himi, 
as long as his life is in him ; and as we cannot 
choose but be greatly concerned for him, so we 
know not how better to express this our concern 
for him, than in beseeching thee to be good and 
gracious to him. 

O Lord our God, leave him not, nor forsake 
him, but support and assist him now in his sorest 
extremities, in his last agonies, when he is to 
conflict with the king of terrors; let him find the 
most sweet and seasonable aids from the Almigh- 
ty God of his salvation, and take him not out of 
this life till thou hast fitted him for a better. O 
•liou ever-living God, stand by him in the dying 
liour, and secure him in thy hands from the daily 
Enemies of his soul, and finish all that is wanting 
c>f the work of thy grace upon his heart ; freely 
Ind fully pardon, and deliver him from all his 
rins, and accomplish him to appear with com- 
Tort and rejoicing in thy blessed presence. O 
3iake his departure easy, and full of peace and 
dope; carry him safe through the dark passage, 
upon which he is entering, and let him find it the 
gate of glory, and a door opened into the ever- 
lasting kingdom and joy of his Lord. Into thy 
bands we commend his spirit ; O thou Father of 
mercies, be merciful to him, and receive his de- 
parting soul; and when he is numbeteOL \mLOw<^ 
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the dead, let him also be iiuoibered among the | 
redeemed and blessed of the Lord, for his sakCt ' 
who himself died for sinners, and rose again, and j 
lives^ fttid is alive for evermore, and has Ihe keys ' 
of death and hell. To ihy mercy, in that blest 
Saviour of the world, O mofit merciful Father, 
we now liumbly recommend him; beseeching 
thee to be all in all to iiim, and inlinitel^ better 
than we are worthy or able to ask for him; and let 
him be thine in life and death, and for evermore, 
thrb'tagh the all-eulRcient mediation of thy dear 
Son, our most prevailing Advocate and Redeem- 
er, Jesus Christ. Jlmen. 

Ji Prayer vpon the news of others^ Death. 
^~V LORD, the ever-living and all-disposing 
\^ God, in whose hands our breath ia, and at 
whose call we must all be gone out of this world, 
and our place here will be no more found ! 
what is mLin, every man living, even at his best 
estate, but altogether vanity ! What man is he 
that liveth, and shall not see death? The great 
and the mean, the wise and the foolish, good and 
bad, all yield up the ghost, and go down to the 
grave. .Thou art pleased, O my God, to give me 
the advantage of seeing many of my neighbours 
and acquaintance taken away to their long 
home before me, and leavest me yet standing 
the living monument of ihy goodness ; with these 
opportunities to appear before thee, in that day 
of grace, which through the forbearance of my 
God, is yet over me. O what am I better than 
all my fathers and brethren, that I should be ex- 
empted from the common portion of all men liv- 
ing, when it is appointed to all men once to die; 
and I am as sure of my ovin 4^Vft% as \^ \ -w^w 
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already dead ! O let me not be as the brutes that * 
have no understanding, without mindfulness of 
my mortality, or consideration of toy latter end ; ^ 
but in the death of others, let me see, 919 in a 
glass, my own frail and uncertain state in the 

E'rcBsent world ; how slippery is my standing, and 
ow soon 1 must follow all the vast multitude 
that are gone before me put of the land of the 
living. O let me make full account of it, and so 
live as one that surely expects to die, that when 
my own turn shall come, I may not go off with a 
heavy heart, but depart in peace, and sleep in 
Jesus, having my soul safe in thy hands, and my 
body resting in hope of gloriously rising at the 
last day, through him who is the resurrection and 
the life, our blessed Saviour and redeemer, Jesus 
Christ, jimen. 



A Prayer upon the Death of our dear Fiiends. 

GREAT God, the Lord of all, thou dost what- 
soever thou pleasestin heaven and in earth; 
and who may call in question any thing which 
thou dost ! Thou givest and takest away, raisest 
and dashest our hopes, sendest and destroyest 
our comforts, and thou art wise and righteous, 
and good in all; it is just we should be depriv- 
ed of the enjoyments jvhich we nothing but slight 
tod abuse; yea, it is good for us to have those 
things taken from us, which our abuse makes 
hurtful to us : blessed be thy name, then even 
when thou takest away, as well as when thou 
givest; yet, O Lord, who art justly displeased for 
our sins, in mercy turn these losses to the ad- 
vantage of my soul, and so repair the breaches 
out of thy own infinite fulness, that I may fiud 
thy own bleFsed seJf unto me mote ^wSiXi^V^fe^ 
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than many, even such, friends and comfortere; ' 
they were but the iiistrumenls and means of con- 
veyance ; thou the eternal spring and fountain 
of all good, art still the same, and amidst all 
(hese changes, never changest at all; and what 
thou didst derive to me by such means, thou 
canst more than make out to me another way. 

O my heavenly Father, take my eyes, and 
heart, and hope, oH'of such poor dying comforts, 
to fix them upon llie only satisfying good; in the 
enjoyment of which consists all my true life, and 
peace and bliss; and let the great emptiness and 
frequent disappointments that I find in all the 
comfortB of creatures and all the enjoyments of 
the world, teach me more wisdom than to place 
my afTections aDd dependence upon them; and 
help to disengage and loosen my heart from 
them, and raise up my desires and hopes lo the 
glorious permanent objects so infinitely to be 
preferred before tlieni. O let me be more cruci- 
fied to the world, where is nothing hut emptiness 
and frustration, vanity and vexation of spirit ; and 
may I have my conversation more in heaven, 
where is my blessed Lord, and all his happy 
followers, of whom the world was not worthy, 
and every thing that the soul of man can want or 
wish, O God of the spirits of all flesh, especially 
of the just made perfect, help me so to follow 
Ihy servants, my friends, departed in the Lord, 
that I with them, may attain at last, io live in the 
sight and presence, in the love and praises, and 
in the fellowship and enjoyment of thee, my Godj 
blessed for ever. Amen. 
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!^ ., Jl Prayer for Patience. 

9Hk MY God ! thou knowest what an evil world 
^Lr we live in, which I help to make still worse 
^Jtjay sins ; and I that have done so little good, 
%i)a so much evil, must not look for all good, and 
^0 evil, at the hands of God. In the world, thou 
Jbast told us we shall have tribulation; and O that 
my tribulation may work patience, that I may go 
away contented with the load thou hast been 
pleased to lay upon me, and stiU possess my soul 
in patience, however tried by corrections from 
thy hand, or by injuries from the hands of men; 
to blame the instrument, or complain of thy pro- 
vidence, under the pressures laying upon me, 
will but torment and break myself to pieces, 
and still add to that which I count so grievous 
to endure. O let me better provide for my own 
ease, ad well as duty, than so to disquiet myself 
in vain; and whatever thou dost with me, O 
Lord, let me be dumb, and not open my mouth 
to reply or murmur, because it is thy doinff; 
{Hake me to acquiesce and rest satisfied, even m 
the bitterest dispensations of thy good providence ; 
J^-ontented with such things as 1 have, and patient 
in the want of such comforts as 1 have not : and 
when nothing but trouble and sorrow is my por- 
tion, had I what my sins deserve, O let me not 
be querulous and forward, forasmuch as thou 
dealest not with me after my sins, nor rewardest 
me according to my iniquities; but may 1 patiently 
encounter all difficulties and grievances in my 
passage through this weary troublesome world, 
knowing that the same afflictions are accomplish- 
ed in my brethren that are in the world; and it is 
but the common lot of all poor sinfu\moT\a\s»V^x^ 
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upon earth. O make me patient to the coming of 
the Lord ; enduring all grievous things with a 
meek and quiet spirit, seeing they are happy that 
endure J and such as endure to the end shall be i 
Baved. O my Lord, let no pains or sufferings ever 
drive me from thee, but rather be a means to 
bring menearer tothee; and let the remembrance 
of the great dayof tlic Lord, and the eternal state 
of the world to come, work in me a contempt oi 
this world, mortification of my lusts, and patient 
abiding of the cross; seeing it is of so little con- 
sideration, what we do enjoy or endure here for 
a short season, so that we be delivered from the 
wrath to come, and it may go well with us for 
ever. O let me, by patient continuance in' well- 
doing, seek for glory and honour, and immortality, 
and count nothing in this world either dear to 
possess, or intolerable to suffer; so that I may finish 
my course with joy, and at last rent from all my 
labours and troubles, with the redeemed and 
blessed of the Lord; which I wait and beg for at 
thy good hands, O my gracious Father, for the 
Bake of Jesus Christ, ^'imen. 

A Prayer for Preparation and Readiness to Die. 

LORD, what is our life but a vapour that ap- 
pears for a little time, and then vanishelh 
nway ! even at Iho longest, how short ; and at the 
strongest, how frail ! and when we think ourselves 
most secure, yet we know not what a day may 
bring forth, to turn us out of all; nor how soon 
thou mayest come, before we are aware, to call 
us to our last account. Quickly shall we be as 
water spilt on the ground, that cannot be gather- 
er? up again ; quickly snatched away from hence, 
and our place here sViaW Vtrvovi vi% tvQ mw^ fes 
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ever; our days, one ofter another, are spent 
apace, and .we know not how near to us is our 
last day, when our bodies shall be laid up in the 
grave, and our souls called to Appear at the tri- 
bunal of God, to receive our standing doom, for 
bliss or wo eternal. Yet, O good God, how have 
1 lived in this world, as if I should never leave it! 
how unmindful of my latter end ! how improvident 
of my lime! how careless of my soul! how negli- 
gent in my preparation for my everlasting con- 
dition! so that thou mayest justly bring my last 
hour as a snare upon me, to surprise me in my 
sins, and my unpreparedness to appear before, 
thee. But, O dear Father of mercies, remember 
not my sins against me ; but remember thy own 
tender mercies, and thy loving kindness which 
have been ever of old. O remember how short 
my time is, and spare me, that I may recover my 
strength l)efore 1 go hence, and be no more seen; 
mftke me so wise as to understand and consider 
my latter end, and to remember also, myself, the 
shortness of my time ; and teach me so to num- 
ber my days, that I may apply my heart to the 
true wisdom. Lord, what have I to do in this 
world, but to make ready fortLe vrorld to come. 
that I may be mindful of it, and intent upon it, 
to finish my work before I finish my course ! 

In the days of my health and peace, and pros- 
perity, O that I may remember, and provide for 
the time of trouble and sickness, and deaths 
when the world's enjoyment shall shrink away 
from me, and prove utterly unable to support and 
help me. O let me never allow myself in any 
course of living wherein I would be loth or afraid 
to die ; but let me see my sins die before met 
that tbej may never rise up in judgoiefA. ^%^vcfiS. 



Commotion and Distractions. 203 

tnong tlie nations ; and though we hare hitherto 
een Kept from such wasting calamities as have 
R vept away multitudes of our brethren, yet thou, 
Cbr our sins, hast now broken our nation, and 
nade it tremble: O heal the breaches of it, 
for it shaketh. We have no sanctuary to fly to 
£br refuge, but that mercy of thine, O good God, 
^nrhich we have so much and so often abused and 
despised; nor any help from trouble, but what 
"we seek at thy hands, who for our sins art justly 
displeased. O thou that waitest to be gracious, 
and whose mercy endureth for ever, have com- 
passion on us^ .and spare us good Lord; spare 
thy people whom thou hast redeemed with thy 
precious blood, and still signalized with thy 
wonderful mercies; and turn again, O Lord God 
of hosts ; cause thy face to shine upon us, and we 
shall be saved. O make us a way to escape out 
of those fears and dangers wherein our sins have 
involved us, that peace may be restored, and the 
gospel of peace in much mercy continued to us 
m our posterity, as long as the world endures. O 
that we may learn righteousness by thy judg- 
ments, and not dare to go on in our trespasses 
and rebellions against thee, when thou hast a 
controversy with us, and art making inquisition 
for blood amongst us; but let us so turn to thee 
in the way of our duty, that thou mayest turn to us 
in a way of saving mercy; and seeing this is not 
our rest, and little but alarms and commotions, 
and one deep calling to another, is to be expect*- 
ed in this uncertain tumultuous world, O that we 
may have our eyes further than the ends of the 
earth, and lift them up to the Lord, from whom 
Cometh our help, and seek the continuing city to 
come, and Jay up our rest and out lte^»^vc^^vx 
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that kingdom which cannot be moved; that we 
may choofie the good part which gha)l not bo 
taken from us, and flee irora the wrath to coidp, 
and have peace in our Lord, and hope in our 
death; even the hope of that eternal hfe, which 
ia ih^ promise and gift, O hlessed God, through 
Jettus Christ. Jlmen. 

A Prayer in Time of threatening Dangers. 

GREAT God, holy and just ! ! iun amazed and j 
terrified to think of the dreadful wages | 
which my eiris have deserved; fearfulness and 
trembling are come upon me, and my spirit 13 
overwhelmed, and my heart fails' mc for fear, so 
that J know not what to do; hut my eyes are 
upon Uiee, my great Saviour and mighty Delive> 
er, to give me that help which from man it i» I 
Vain to expect; and this time that I am afrfildj I 
will (rust in lliee ; antl liinlor the sliEidow (if llij 
wings make my refuge, till lliese cahtmilies be 
Overpast. O my Lord, take me to thy fatherly care, | 
and thy almighty prolection, anJ save me from 
the hands of my enemies, and from feeling the 
eviU which I fear to come upon me: O dispel 
the clouds, and turn away the storms, and clear 
up the tiice of lieaven.so bhickeiicd now over our 
heads. Thou, O Lord, that knowest how to 
deliver, and never art at a loss to effect what thou 
wilt, command deliverances for me, I beseech 
ttiee; and be not fir from me, when trouble 
seems so nigh to me, but let me find lliy help at 
band, in this time aiid case of my need. 

O my God, thou hast been a shelter for me, 
and a strong tower of defence from the enemy; 
and though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou 
iFi/t receive me; thou mU sV-ceVtSx forth thy 
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liand upon my enemy, and thy right hand shall 
save me. O my Saviour, I fly to thee to hide me; 
be thou pleased to defend me from them that 
rise up against me : consider the trouble that I 
suffer of them th?.t hate me, and lead me in thy 
righteousness because of my enemies; make thy 
way straight before my face. Deliver me, O Lord, 
from the evil and violent man, and from my per- 
secutors that are stronger than F. O let not any 
that are my enemies wrongfully rejoice over me; 
but show me some token for good, that they who 
hate me may see it and be ashamed, because 
thou Lord hast helped and comforted me. O 
fortify me against that fear of any men which 
would terrify me out of my duty to thee, my God; 
let me never be so awed by them as to make 
bold with thee, and trespass upon thee to escape 
them, or to ingratiate myself with them. Thou 
hast been my help, be thou pleased to come in 
now to my succour, and show thysell graciously 
and powerfully on my behalf. Do it, Lord, for 
the. glory of thy name, for the merits of thy Son, 
and for thy own mercy's sake; that I may see thy 
hand, and praise thy power, and admire thy 
love, and adore thy grace and goodness, while I 
have my being. Amen. Amm. 

.4 Prayer upon the Remembrance of former Sins. 

OWHO can understand his errors! Who 
can call to mind the innumerable offences, 
of all his life! when, ever since we could do any; 
thing, alas! what have we done that is free from; 
Bin ! but, O the heinous offences, the presumptu-, 
ous sins, the great transgressions whereof I have- 
been guilty, which stare me ii\ lUiCi feie^.^ ^^^.^ 
recoil upoa my heart, and cast Aovitv \xv^ ^^^ 

S 
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within me ; because I have committed them Mritli 
so many foul aggravating circumstances, against 
such light and love, means and mercies, calb 
and warnings, convictions and experiences, and 
all the many and mighty obligations from the 
Lord which I have had ; 1 am covered with confiA 
sion, O my God, and filled with bitter remorse, and 
ghastly fears, as often as I look back upon sudi 
blots, and falls, and scandals of my life. 0, if 
they should rise up in the judgment against me, 
they could not but utterly sink and ruin me. 
But, Lord, my God, help me so to remember 
that thou may est forget them; so to charge tbem 
upon myself that thou mayest never lay them to 
my charge ; so to keep them before my eyes, \o 
abase and humble my soul, that thou mayest hide 
thy face from my sins, and blot out all my ini- 
quities ; especially those that are so confounding 
and terrible to my thoughts. O let me ercr 
walk humbly before thee, seeing I have so 
shamefully sinned against thee ; and though thou 
hast kept me from my deserved shame in this 
world, O let not thy indulgence embolden me to 
repeat the wickedness; but let this thy goodne^ 
O my God, work in me a more deep and serious 
repentance. 

And thou, Lord Almighty, who alone canst 
bring good out of evil, be thou pleased to make 
my past falls an occasion of my surer standing 
for the future. O imbitter the pleasures of sin 
to me, and hedge up the ways of wickedness, as 
with briers and thorns, before me, that I may 
loathe as much as ever I have loved the oflfensive 
things, and never return again to such folly. O 
let the flaAies wherewith I have been scorched, 
terrify me from being any more so concerned, 
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BOid let the sense and remembrance of all the 
former offences of my life quicken and awaken 
me, as into the deeper repentance for them, so 
into the more careful circumspection and watch- 
fulness against them, that I may not be so 
strange to thee, my God, as I have been, nor 
trespass upon thee, and rebel against thee as I 
have done, but pass the time of my sojourning 
here in fear, and be more tender, and wary, and 
vigilant, all the days of my life. Amen. Amen. 

Ji Pfajjet under Fears and Doubts of our Spiritual 

Condition, 

OLORD my God, I hope thou hast, of thy 
rich mercy, changed and renewed me in 
fBome measure, and wrought a good work upon 
ne: bring me out of my natural and damnable 
condition, into the state of grace and salvation; 
&ryet the carnal nature is so predominant over 
itte, and many sins so lively and strong in me,: 
and still I find the good things of thy Spirit in 
■0 much weakness and imperfection upon me, 
that the sorrows of my heart are enlarged, and 
my soul is disquieted within me, seeing too fre- 

Juent cause to question, whether my spots are 
le spots of thy children ; whether I have known 
file grace of God in truth, and whether I do not 
deceive myself, in reckoning upon that which I 
neither am or have. 

Mine eyes are to thee, O God the Lord, leave 
not my soul destitute. From the ends of the 
earth will I cry to thee.; when my heart is over- 
vhelmed within me, lead me to the rock that is 
iugher than I. O Lord rebuke me not in thine 
anger, neither chasten me in thy sore displca- 
wre. Forsake me not, O my GoUix benoV^^^lvovKk. 
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Bie ; ck&ke Lstrce to lelp mie. O Lord my salv{ 
Aner>d lo cj err. fcr I ^m broaght very 
bf^r me ^pc^dilj. my spirit &ilsw Save n 
God. fcr the waters are come into my & 
sink iii the deep ciire. where there is no 8 
in<;. BriEk^ my scid oat of prison, that 1 
praise thy came. 

O show me the true state of my soal. 
make me to know the things that are freely 
me of God : aiid deUver me* gracious Lord 
all thcKe offensive matters that provoke tt 
hide thy face from me« and that wrap u 
£oul in clouds and darkness, and make i 
much a stranger to peace and comfort. O 
me a clear discoverv of the evidences c 
calling and election ; and seal a comfortab 
eurance of thy blessed love in Christ Jesus 
soul. O thou that didst bid the winds 
waves. Peace, l^e still, and thoy obeyed the* 
tie my disc: mposed mind, and quiet mytro 
breast, and bring me to see the light of ihy 
tcn:.iice. and the joy of thy salvation. O thoi 
art of power to establish us. be pleased to 
blish my heart with grace, and let me be r 
and grounded in the faith, that I may not st 
through unbelief, but hold the beginning i 
confidence stedfast to the end. Rejoice th< 
of thy servant ; for unto thee, O Lord, do 
up my soul ; and let the joy of the Lord I 
strength, to make me victorious over ray 
and always to abound in thy work; never f 
cd 80 much with any thing as to do the 
pleasing to my God, through Jesus C 
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J Prayer tmder the Dread of God*s Wrath, and 

everlasting Darfinatzon. 

O LORD, the great and dreadful God, against 
whom I have greatly sinned ; and who for 
my sins art justly displeased ! when I consider 
the holiness of thy laws and the strictness of thy 
justice; and when I reflect upon the heinous 
and innumerable sins of my heart and life, my 
flesh trembles for fear of thee, and 1 am afraid 
"^^ of thy judgments. O who may stand in thy sight, 
when orfce thou art angry ! who can bear up for 
ever under all the vials of thy wrath, to the 
uttermost poured out, when thy mercy shall be 
^, dean gone, and thou shalt cast off, and sliow 
B^vour no more! yet even that damnation would 
Tte my woful portion, which I could no more 
avoid than abide, shouldest thou, O Lord, enter 
into judgment with me, and proceed as most 
justly thou mightcst against me, I could then 
nope for no better, but to be deprived of all the 
' comforts of this life, and to be delivered into the 
bitter pains of eternal death. But though the 
wafires of my sins be that death, yet the gift of 
God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. O for his dear sake, who has satisfied 
thy justice, and appeased thy wrath for all our 
offences, even thy Son, who was delivered up 
into the hands of sinners, that ho might deliver 
U9 from the wrath to come, and suffered and 
died once, that we might not suffer a!id die for 
ever; O God, the Father of heaven, have mercy 
upon me, a miserable sinner; and from thy wrath, 
and from everlasting damnation,, good Lord 
deliver me, and help me in the feav of iVvee. wj 
God, to flee from the wrath to coiae, ^w^l Vo \\^ 

S 2 
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my hands and my heart of every cursed thing 
that provokes the Lord to kill and cast sinners 
into hell. 

O thou blessed Saviour of the world, save 
me from my sins, and from all Iheir dismal e^ 
fects, and reconcile me to God, and make mj 
peace through the blood of thy cross. Thou 
tookest upon thee our mortal nature, that thou 
mightest, through death, destroy him who had | 
the power of death, and deliver them, who \ 
through fear of death, were all their life time .9 
subject to bondage. Have compassion, Lord,! 
beseech thee, on my infirmities, and suffer me 
not to fall a prey to my own fears, but he surely 
ibr thy seiTaht, to undertake for all my heavjf 
scores, wherein I have run myself in such great 
arrears to the justice of heaven ; and give me 
everlasting consolation, and good hope, through . 
grace, and being justified by failh, O let me have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 
Hide not thy face from me, O my Lord, lest I be 
like to them that go down into the pit; but re* '^ 
vive my soul with the sense of thy love, and the 
hopes of thy full absolution, and everlasting sal- 
vation, that 1 may give thee thanks from the 
ground of the heart, and show with gladness 
what thou hast done for thy redeemed, and joy- 
fully sing thy praise, and keep in thy love, look- 
ing for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
eternal life, ^men 



A Prayer under strong Temptations, 

HOLY GOD! 1 desire to humble myself 
here before thee, for that continual prone- 
ness which is in me to sin agaiDst thee, that I 
am so unlike to tYiee^ awiSi ^o ^io\\V\^\^ Voi what 
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thy holj laws require me to be. After all the 
great things thou hast clone for me, alas ! how 
apt am I still to spoil and undo myself! The 
malicious tempter is laying snares for me every 
where; and the things of this world are still 
pressing hard upon me, either to terrify me out 
of my duty, or to hu^iour me into my ruin. 
And O how ready is my sinful flesh to side with 
the cruel enemy against my own soul ! 'In- 
numerable evils have compassed me about ; my 
iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am 
not able to look up; they are more than the 
hairs of my head, therefore my heart fails me. 
the sin that still dwelleth in me, that is so nigh 
to me, that does so easily beset me, and is so apt 
to prevail against me, to pull me away from the 
obedience of thy blessed will and to engage me 
in forbidden things, displeasing in thy sight, and 
destructive to my soul ! O wretched man that 
lam, who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death? when the custom of sinning has so in- 
creased my sinful inclinations, that the leopard 
fliay as soon change his spots, and the Ethiopian 
his skin, as 1 who am so accustomed to evil can 
of myself, cease from it, if the Lord of hosts be 
not with me; if the God of Jacob be not my 
refuge. 

But with thee, the Almighty God, all things 
are possible; yea, thou canst as easily make us 
holy as bid us be so. To thee, the very powers 
of hell are weakness; nothing in the world can 
resist thy will. O pity thy poor tempted crea- 
ture, and give me not up, in justice, to a repro- 
bate sense, and to vile affections, nor to such 
blindness of mind and hardness of heart, aa 
thould render me past feeling; nor e\et ^vi\v\^ 
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my former sins, hy giving me over to their Bwaj 
'*oiitl power; but let it be thy gracious pleasure, 
*0 Lord, tliat all my prevailing iniquities may flet 
I'and perisK at thy presence. O give out (lie J 
' eoiumantling word to those filthy corruplions, 
' hillierto shall ye go and no further. Speak death I 
to my sins, that my soul may live, and for fver 
bless thy name. Stop aitd heal the running 
sores, that they may no more break out as lliej . 
have done, to the dishonour of thy name, ihe I 
'founding of my conscience, and hindering the 1 
concerns of my own and others' present peace, 
and clernai bliss; yea, so sanctify my nature, I 
Lord, and renew me, even in the spirit of Di_y 
mind, that my heart may rise against the sinful i 
evils, and that I may hale all iniijuity, and evefj 
false way ; bo refiisting the devil, (hat I mayixil I 
conspire with thedeadly enemy of souls to uiiili) 
myi^elf. O give nic poMcr from on high, lo sel 
me above the power of my sins; and give m , 
grace sufficient to turn my heart against the love 
of my sins, that I may not be false in thy cove- ) 
nant, nor false (o my own chief interest, but i 
manfully fight thy battles, and approve myself 
thy faithful soldier and servant to my life's end: ' 
that being so tailhful unto <leath, (hou raayest 
give unto me the crown of life, and take meat 
last from this warfare to reign with thee, world 
without end. ^men. 

Ji Prayer for Chastity. 

OGOD of infinite purity, thou hast called w, 
not to uncleanness, but to holiness; thou 
hast commanded us to be holy as thou art holy; 
and bast promised to none but the ^ure in heart 
to see and enjoy thee' in \\\e Viea.u\!\ea ol\\<i\«vft>«i^ 
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1 the joys above. O how shall T, a polluted 

rsh, sliow myself before thy heavenly Majesty, 
art perfect purity; and in whose sight even 
|yen itself is not clean ? O most gracious Lord ! 
pj^ not upon me as I am in myself, and as I 
iK^gh my sins have made myself vile, even in 
;rown eyes ; for then thou canst not choose but 
hor my soul and pour out all thy wrath upon 
^ but wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
I cleanse me from all my sin and guilt, in that 
fntain opened for sin and for uncleanness, the 
^ious blood of the Lamb of God, slain to take 
aj' the shis of the world. Lord, if thou wilt, 
|u canst make me clean; O create a clean 
irt ill me, and say to my sin-defiled soul, as 
^u didst to the leper, I will, be thou clean, 
1 t shall be cleansed and fitted now for thy 
ly service, and hereafter for thy heavenly glo- 
my God ! cast the unclean spirit GUt of 
f temple ; and if he will not go out but by 
ayer and fasting, let me add such abstinence 
my prayers, as may help to starve the fleshly 
rts that war against my soul : artd by any means 
Ip me, my strength and my Redeemer, to pos- 
» my vessel in suuctification, and honour; not 
the lust of concupiscence, as those that know 
»tGod. Holy Ijord, chase away the birds of 
rey that would devour thy sacrifice; and drive 
lit these unclean beasts that would trample 
5?vn the plantation of thy grace in my soul O 
i me not live after the flesh, lest I eternally 
ie; but by thy Spirit so mortify the deeds of the 
ody, that I may for ever live ; instead of doing 
te works of the flesh, let me hate the very gar- 
eot spotted with it ; and not without detestation 
Bce name the Blthjr lusts. Help me, my Gq^\ 



^li For the Mortification ofaUfleshltf LiM/j: 

, to avoid every occasion of falling, and to abBtain 
, from alt appearance of evil, and uo to delight in 

rarity, and to keep myself from my iniquity, that 
may lead llie noble spiritual liie as beeomej 
. the child of my heavenly Father; and not griece 
^ thy Holy Spirit, O God, but be pleasing in thy 
.trfessed sigh), through Jesus Christ, Amen. 

t A Prayer for the Mortification of all jlcshly Lusts. 

I Have vowed and promised unto thee, my 
God, to renounce all the sinful lusts of ihe : 
flesh, and am devoted as holy to the Lord; that 
liaving put on Jesus Christ, I should not make 
provision for the fiesh to fulfil the lust thereof, 
but cleanse myself from all iilthincss of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in tlie fear of God [but 
- IhoBgh I have some delight in the law of God, 
' after (he inner man, yet I find another law in 
my memoers, warring agninst the \nw of my 
mind, bringing me into captivity to the law of 
fiiii, which i^ in my members; and this I ac* 
knowledge and bewail to thee, O Lord Almighty! 
who alone canst set me free from the lusts that 
are too h^ird for me. O help me. Lord God of 
my salvation, against the power of those prevail- 
ing iniquities, and purge away all my sins, for 
the glory of thy name; may the time past of my 
life suffice to have served my own Insts and 
pleasures, O let not sin any longer reign in my 
mortal body, that I should obey it in the lusts 
thereof, but help me, [jord, to cut ofT (heiright 
hand, and to pluck out the right eye, to keep 
under my body, and to bring it into subjection, 
that I may have the mastery of my lusts, and 
overcome the sins that have so often overcome 
mc. O iiiortify and deaVtoy Ai\TOe ft-ieT-j \ebcl- 



For the Martificalim of aUjUshly Liuli. 21ft 

lious motion, and every vicious inclination that 
exalts itself against the gospel and government of 
Christ Jesus ; that gives satan advantage over me, 
and hinders my Saviour from reigning as a king 
supreme in my heart. 

Preserve me, Lord most holy, from all those 
sinful pleasures that would make me fall short 
of the heavenly pleasures which are at thy right 
hand for evermore. O let me not lead a sen- 
sual life, minding the things of the flesh, as if 
they were the only esteemed and beloved tilings; 
but make me so spiritually minded, that I may 
above all things, favour and relish the things of 
the Spirit of God. Let not sinful flesh and lust, 
biitthy heavenly Spirit and grace, have the pre- 
dominancy in my soul, to guide and govern my 
heart and life; especially let the sins to which I 
am most strongly induced, be effectually subdued. 
Olet me not yield myself the miserable slave of 
my soul-ruining lusts; but carry myself as the 
wise and faithful follower of my heavenly Lord 
and Saviour; and as thou who hast called me, 
art holy, so make me holy in disposition, and in 
all my conversation ; such a lover and follower 
of holiness, that I may see ainl enjoy th^ Lord. 

gird me with might to that spiritual conflict 
wherein I am engaged ; not only against flesh and 
blood, but infernal foes, too strong for me to 
deal with, that through Christ strengthening me, 

1 may go on conquering and to conquer all that 
withstands thy glory, and my salvation, till satan 
be bruised under my feet ; that nothing mav ever 
be able lo separate me from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus, my Lord. Jlmen. 



SIS Before the Hearing of Ga<t$ Word. 



A Prayer before the Hearing of GoiPs Word. 

OMOST blessed Lord, the God of all grace, 
who art pleased to send out thy Jighl and 
ihy truth among us, both to discover our sins 
unto us, and also to make the way of life and 
salvation plain before us; be thou pleased also 
to send the Spirit of thy Son into our hearts, 
that he who is the author may also be the inter- 
preter of thy word, to make it plain to our un- d 
derstanding, to set it home powerfully upon our i 
hearts, and to render it the savour of life unto 
our souls. The Lord open our ears, and quick- 
en our attention, to receive what shall be deli- j 
vered from thy word with carefulness and meek* ' 
ness, and with all readiness and gladness, and ' 
love and delight in it, and desire to come on and |[ 
grow by it; and strengthen our memories to If 
treasure up and retain what we hear, that we ^ 
may not let it slip, without making our benefit of 
it, and being the better for it. O gracious God! 
teach us to profit, and make our improvements ' 
more answerable to those means of grace, which i^ 
throtrgh thy mercy we do enjoy. Let the word 
which shall sound in our ears also sink down in- 
to our hearts, and take root in our souls, and 
produce arid show the fruits of it in our lives, that 
we may not be foregetful hearers, but faithful do- 
ers of thy holy word. O let the immortal seed of 
this lie^avenly word, beget such principles of 
grace and holiness in our hearts, that may bfe in 
us as a well of water, springing up to everlasting 
life. Make us so obedient to thy holy precepts, 
that we may also inherit the glorious promises of 
thy word. O let our teachers be taught of God ; and 
direct the stewards oS\Vv^ m>j^\.^t\e?> to ^ive unto 
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ry one their portion in due season; yea, give, 
d, the heavenly benediction and increase 
n the planting and watering of thy servants, 
make the waters of thy sanctuary healing to 
souls; yea, make thy word as fire in the 
iths of thy messengers, and set home the 
rd of the Spirit with thy own hand, making 
lighty through God, to the puUiuff down of 
ng holds, and sabduing all oppositions to the 
dience of Christ. O let thy Spirit cause thy 
d to do thy great and gracious work effectu- 
upon all our hearts, for which we may have 
jon to give thee praise and glory, to all eter« 
. J^tnen. 



A Prayer after Hearing of the Word. 

r7"E bless thee, O Lord, the living God^ 
jf who boldest our souls in life, and provi- 
t for them the bread of life, that food of thy 
T word, by which we live more and better 

I by our daily bread. It has now been deli- 
?d and received; but the blessing is in thj 
ds, O gracious God, to make it prosperous 
successful to the gaining and saving of souls, 
vilt thou be pleased to send it home to the 
rt, and there make it to stay and abide, till it 
done thy will, and wrought thy work, to build 
p in the faith of Christ, and to set us forward 

II holiness of life ; to make every hearer such 
oer of thy word, that we may be all blessed 
' in our deed, and hereafter for ever blessed 
tie joy of our Lord. 

> that all who have been convinced of their 

may also be converted to thyself, that they 

' not only think of the holy change, but re- 

e upon it, and go through with it ; aud let iK^ 

T 



il« Bifon the Bearing of God's Word. 

A Prayer before ike Hearing of GoiTs Word. 
^~W MOST blessed LorO, Hie God of all grace, i 
\^ who art plciised to send out thj' liglil and 
Ihy Inilh among us, botli lo discover our siits 
Unto U3, and also to make the way of life and 
fealvatiun plain before us; be thou pleased also 
• (o scud the Spirit of thy Sou into our hearts, 
' that he who is the author may also be the inler- 
> pretcr of thy word, to make it pliiiri lo our un- J 
' uerstaiidiu^, to set it home powerfully upon oirr '' 
hearts, aud to render it tlie savour of lite uulo 
our souls. The Lord open our ears, and quick- 
en our atlenlion, to receive what shall be deli- ' 
vered from thy word with carefuliiesa and meek- 
ness, and with all readiness and gludiiess, aiid 
ffr''fcve and delight in it, and desire to come on fwd I 
^ grow liy it; and strengtlien our memorips tO 1 
treasure np ;tnd relniit what »e hear, lliiit "C 
may not let it slip, without making oiir beuetit of 
it, and being the better for it. O gracious God ! 
teach us to profit, and make our improvements 
more answerable to those means of grace, wliidi 
throiJgh thy mercy ne do enjoy, l^et the word 
which shall sound in our ears also sink down in- 
to our hearts^ and take root in our souls, and 
produce and show the fruits of it in oiir lives, that 
we may not be furegetful hearers, but faithful do- 
ers of thy holy wonl. O let the immortal seed of 
this heavenly word, beftet such principles of 
grace and holiness in our hearts, that may bt in 
us as a well of water, springing up to everlasting 
life. Make us so obedient to thy holy precepts, 
that we may also inherit theglorious promises of 
thy word, O let our teachers be taught of God ; and 
direct the stewards otlhj rrej^VeTXe?. Vo 'gise^y.ivt.Q 
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^reiT one their portion in due season; yea, give, 
Lord, the heavenlj benediction and increase 
upon the planting and watering of thy servants, 
and make the waters of thy sanctuary healing to 
our souls; yea, make thy word as fire in the 
mouths of thy messengers, and set home the 
sword of the Spirit with thy own hand, making 
it mighty through God, to the puUiuff down of 
strong holds, and subduing all oppositions to the 
obedience of Christ. O let thy Spirit cause thy 
word to do thy great and gracious work effectu- 
ally upon all our hearts, for which we may have 
reason to g|ve thee praise and glory, to all eter« 
nity. Amkn. 

A Prayer after Hearing of the Word. 

WE bless thee, O Lord, the living God^ 
who boldest our souls in life, and provi- 
Jest for them the bread of life, that food of thy 
holy word, by which we live more and belter 
than by our daily bread. It has now been deli- 
vered and received; but the blessing is in thy 
bands, O gracious God, to make it prosperous 
and successful to the gaining and saving of souls. 
O wilt thou be pleased to send it home to the 
heart, and there make it to stay and abide, till it 
has done thy will, and wrought thy work, to build 
us up in the faith of Christ, and to set us forward 
in all holiness of life ; to make every hearer such 
a doer of thy word, that we may be all blefc^sed 
now in our deed, and hereafter for ever blessed 
in the joy of our Lord. 

O that all who have been convinced of their 
sins may also be converted to thyself, that they 
may not only think of the holy change, but re- 
solve upon it, and go through with it*, av\dlft\. VK^ 

T 
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blessed Spirit so prevail with them, that the good 
molioiis maj not go ofT before ihe^ have affected 
the work of grace in them. O make ih^ word 
mighlj, tlirough God, to plant \hy grace where 
il is not; to Increase it where it is, and lo guide 
and govern all our hearts and lives in thj' bol^ 
ways, that the word which we hear may do us 
good, and slilf bring us nearer, and make usaore 
like lo our God; that we may find our know- 
ledge and our faith not oidy to eonie, but to grow 
by hearing, and may eo hear that our souls may 
now live the holy life of grace, and hereafter the 
blessed lile of glory, for evermore. Jim^n. 

A Proycr for Increase of Grace. 

OGOD of all grace, who both quickenest the 
dead, and after Ihou hast given life, givesl 
the increase. Thy people go from strength to 
strength, growingin grace, till they appearbefore 
thee in glory;, and the path of the just is as the 
shining lighl, shining more and more to the 
perfect day. But O Lord, how barren and un- 
fruitiul have I been among the trees of righte- 
ousness! and how little have I made my profit- 
ing and progress appear under all thy gracious 
means, and abundant mercies; yea, how weak 
and low am 1 still in my spiritual estate! O how 
small is my will and strength to that which is 
good ! how much am I behind many of thy ser- 
vants, who have not had the helps and advan- 
tages which I so Io[ig have enjoyed! and how 
little is it to be seen in my life what great things 
the l-ord has done fur my soul! O my God, 1 have 
not well improved the talents which thou hast put 
into my hands, nor nnswored iho care and kind- 
ness o/" 7jeaven,whiclil\\avcao\o\\%c'*.^e^i.euced. 
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Thou hast not been wanting to me, O good Lord! 
but 1 have been exceedingly^ wanting to m)'8elf, 
and to that duty which I owe to my God. I am 
ashamed that it is no better with me; that so 
many mercies have been spilt and lost upon me. 
Forgive me, O my Father, and repair thy lioly 
image in me, who have so much dishonoured thee, 
a4id disabled and spoiled myself. O help me 
still more and more, to put off the old man, which 
is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and 
to put On the new, which, after God, is created 
in r^hteonsness and true holiness. Whatever 
else 1 want, Lord, deny me not thy grace, but in- 
crease itio. me, and discover it still more and 
more upon me; yea, let the graces of thy Spirit, 
that accompany salvation, so Sourish in my soul^ 
that the peace of God, which passeth all under'* 
standing, may keep my he^rt and mind, through 
Christ Jesus. 

Blessed Saviour! who camest into the world 
that we might have life, and have it more abun- 
dantly, of thy fulness let me receive grace suf- 
ficient for me, to make me strong in the Lord, 
and ready to every good work. My life, my 
strength and my Redeemer! leave me not under 
the curse of barrenness, to stand at a stay, or to 
decline in my spiritual estate; but as thou hast 
wrought all my works in me, establish, O God, 
that which thou hast wrought for me, and 
fitrengthen the things which remain that are 
ready to die, and cherish all the seeds of grace 
sown in my heart, that my soul may prosper and 
increase with the increase of God, as a watered 
garden, and as a spring whose waters fail not; 
growing in knowledge and grace, and abounding 
m all those fruits of righteousness which are by 
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JeauB Chrisf, to the glory and praise of God, 
that so I may be fully satisfied of the truth of 
lly grace in me, by its growing upon me. O mj 
Lord! Carry on with power the work of faith 
and sanctitication iii noy soul, that my sinful cor- 
ruption, every day, like the house of Saul, raaj 
grow weaker and weaker; and thy grace in me. i 
every day, like the house of David, may grow 
siroiiger and stronger, till from groaning uiiiter 
sill, the body of this death, I come to triumph 
over ail that opposes and hinders the progress | 
of my spiritual life: and as thou art pleased lo 1 
afford me the means of grace, O grant me the 
increase of thy grace, to answer the end of all 
those means, that in the use of them, I may be 
made still wiser and holier, and better, and fitter 
for thy blessed acceptance in Jesus Christ, my 
only Saviour, Amciif 

A Prayer for Quickening Grace. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE and hewaii before thee, 
O Lord, the living and all-seeing God, mj 
sinful dulness and indieposedness for the duties 
of thy holy service : when I should delight in the 
law of God, and serve thee with gladness, and 
make it my meat and drink to do the will of my 
heavenly Father; O how cold and listless am I 
to do that which is the best for me, and which 
does most nearly and eternally concern me. I 
am alive to the world, and very apt to be trans- 
ported with sensual objects; but how heavy and 
dead to those offices of attendance on my Lord, 
which are the glory and joy of all the worthies 
of heaven. My soul cleaves to the dust of (he 
earth; quicken me, O Lord, according to thy 
word, according to the word of thy precept. 
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wliich does command us to be spiritually mind- 
ed ; to abound in the work, and not to be sloth- 
ful in business, but fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord : and quicken me, O my Lord, according 
to the word of thy promise, that sin shall not 
have dominion over thy servants; that thou wilt 
perfect what concerns t&y people. Dear Lord! 
be thou pleased to perfect that which concerns 
my soul, and engage the love of my heart to thy 
service; and make me to delight to do thy will, 
O God, and with an enlarged heart to run the 
way of thy commands. O help me to put forth 
myself with vigour and activity in thy holy ways, 
and to apply myself to the performance of thy 
blessed pleasure, not only because I must, but 
because it is the desire of my soul, and the joy of 
my heart to be so taken up that nothing in the 
world may give me so much cheerfuhiess and 
sweet satisfaction, as to approve my heart unto 
my God, and niy ways pleasing in thy sijg^ht, 
through Jesus Christ. Jlmen. 

A Prayer for Ability to acquit ourselves as we ovght^ 
in our several Places and Relations. 

OLORD our Lord ! thy word enjoins us, 
wherein we are called therein to abide 
with God. x4nd this is the duty which we are 
especially to take care of, next to the care of 
our souls, to study to be quiet, and to do our 
own business, that we may provide for ourselves, 
and for our dependents, and render to all their 
dues, and not be burthensome, but helpful to 
others. O thou that givest skill and ability for 
the performance of those offices to which thou 
callest, teach and enable me, 1 beseech thee, for 
the work of my place, and all the duties of my 

T2 



322 For Grace lo serve 

calling. Good Lord! pardon all my past an- 
faitht'ulness and negligence herein, and direct 
and bless, and accept, and assist me in discharg- 
ing it for the time to come. O make me so con- 
tented with what I get by honest means, that 1 
may never offer lo go beyond, or defraud my 
neighbours in any matt er, but be punctually just 
in all my dealings, and conscientiously perform 
my duty in all my relations, carrying myself as I 
ought towards every one with whom 1 am any waj 
concerned in the world, whether superior, equal, 
or inferior, offensive to none; but, as I bare 
power and opportunity for it, good and useful to 
all. O let me not walk disorderly, nor be guiltj 
of the impertinence and mischief, to be negli- 
gent at home, and to busy myself abroad in other 
men's matters ; but may I keep my own statio'n, 
and with quietness work and eat my own hread: 
and provide things honest in the sight of all men, 
following after that which is lovely and of good 
report, and herein exercising myself to have 
always the conscience void of otience towards 
God, and towards men; yea, whatever any may 
justly expect from me, help me, O my God, to 
discharge it faithfully and acceptably ; and com- 
mand a blessing, Lord, upon all my honest labours 
and endeavours, and make them successful to 
promote my own and others' real and eternal 
good, and to glorily thy blessed name, through 
Jesus Christ, ^men. 

■A Prayer for Grace lo serve the Lord with Gladness. 

OMY God! thou art a Lord that hast plea- 
sure in the prosperity of thy servants ; and 
thy servants have all the greatest reason to be 
most highly pleased in the performance of thy 
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ervice. It is good for me to draw nigh to God, 
n whose presence is fulness of joy; and the 
learts of them may rejoice that seek the Lord; 
for thou dost not employ us but tg oblige us; 
not for any advantage to thyself, but only for our 
own greatest sood every way, that it may go well 
with us, both here and for ever. O my Lord, I 
am full of trouble and confusion, that ever I 
should be so listless as I have been to thy blessed 
work, and so lifeless in it, and soon weary of i(, 
to the dishonour of thy name, and the reproach 
of thy service, as if I had a hard master, and a 
doleful work. O that I should bear as a burden 
that which should be the solace of my life, and 
the rejoicing of my heart. Forgive me, I beseech 
thee, good Lord, all this which I bewail before 
thee, and heal the indisposedness in me, which 
makes thy service a weariness to me; and so 
renew my spirit and draw smd join my heart to 
thy blessed self, that I may not serve thee as out 
of compulsion, but inclination; not as forcing 
myself, but loving thy work. O rid my mind of 
that tormenting dread which makes me uneasy in 
the service of my Lord : and give me a heavenly 
heart set upon the heavenly business, and such 
a mighty love as may sweeten all my obedience, 
that I may not account it grievous or tedious, 
but my souPs satisfaction and exceeding joy. O 
let me not serve thee, my God, with the spirit of 
bondage as a slave, but with the cheerfulness 
and gladness of an ingenuous child, sitting down 
with delight under thy shadow, delighting myself 
in the Lord, and so be pleased with thy work, 
that my services may also be pleasing in thy 
sight, through Jesus Christ. Amen, 
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Jl Prayer for Skill to carry ourselves aright among li-] 
with whom we are concerned in the tVorld. 

OLORD inyGoJ! I desire to liumble myaeVl 
ill th^ sighl for all the lolly, indecency, auJ 
disorder of my conduct; tliat 1 have no frequeiiUjr 
failed in it, and so foully miscarried and loslroj- 
self in my intercourse with my neighbours, ihnl 
my example has loo often tended more to tlie 
hardening, than to the converlitig of siiinerK: 
and that I have lain as a stumbling-block, and 
rock of offence in the way of my brethren, mil 
only prone to be tempted with evil, and to Im 
overcome myself, but also becoming a tempta- 
tion and snare to others, so as to draw thein to 
sin, or to embolden them in it. Though thou 
hast showed me what is good, and made mc l» 
know better things, and laid tlie greatest en- 
gagement upon me to be faithful in thy cove- 
nant, yet, O how apt have I been to lose mf 
relish of the tilings of God among sinful menl 
how apt to be carried into folly with the stream 
of the company, to fall into base compliance, and 
consent with sinners, and follow the multitude lo 
do evil. 

O my God! give me repentance and pardon 
for all my own sins, and for all the guilt wliich I 
have contracted in being accessary to the sins 
of others; and so fortify me with thy grace, thai 
I may not he in such danger to be awed or se- 
duced out of my religion; that I may never be 
ashamed of Christ before men, hut boldly appear 
for thy truth and holiness, even in the face of an 
evil and faithless generation. O teach me to 
walk in wisdom towards them that are without, 
and in kindness towards them that are within; 
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and without offence, in prudence and usefulness, 
to all. Make rae wise in the choice, and in the 
use of my company, that they may not be to me, 
nor I to them, an occasion of falhng; but that we 
may be mutual helps and edifiers of one another, 
and examples of all that is good, and imitable 
and praise-worthy. O great Lord! make me so 
faithful to thee, and to my own conscience, that 
no conversation with any in the world may dis- 
compose the religious frame of my soul, that I 
may not be startled at any bold censure of thy 
ways and wisdom, nor ever draw back from thee, 
for the contradiction of sinners; but cease from 
man whose breath is in his nostrils; for wherein 
is he to be accounted of O turn my fear of 
their faces into love of their immortal souls, who 
are my fellow-servants in thy work, and fellow- 
travellers to our long home ; and should he faith- 
ful, and would be happy. And where I cannot 
promote their duty and felicity, yet grant, O 
Lord, that they may not hinder mine ; that where 
I am not edified, I may not be corrupted by 
them. 

O my God ! may thy presence ever sway me 
more than the presence of any men, that 1 may 
count it a small thing to be judged of them, and 
not be determined by their way or humour, but 
regard my own conscience more than others' 
opinion, and do all in the sight of God, heartily 
as to the Lord ; not in so much care to ingratiate 
myself with any else as to please the great Judge 
of all. Yet iteep thy servant, O Lord, from 
giving scandal and offence to any; that I may 
not by pride and passion, by vanity and indis- 
cretlon, or by morosity and sour opposition, dis- 
parage my profession, nor make V\\e n^*^ <i^ 
truth through me (o be evil Bpok.en oK-, \j\iVV*^\ 



W^ 1226 For grace to use our speech aright. ' 

• me, my God and Guide, to walk circumsfiectlj, 
and lo speak and act witli due consitU-ralioii of 
ell timet! and places, persons and circumstances, 
thai I may wisely behave myself, and guide mj 
allairs with discretion, and so go in and out 
among men upon earth, as to preserve my in- 
tegrity ill ihy sight, and have my conveisalion 
in heaven, and still enjoy that most blessed 
friendship with thee, my heavenly Father, aiii 
tliy dear Son, my only Saviour. ^mc?i. 

^ Prayer for Grace lo me ovr Speech might. 

OLORD our gracious God! who has't given 
us reason and speech to express our minds 
to one another, and to converse comfortably to- 
gether: What great cause have we to prnise 
thee, that we arc so fearfully and wonderfullj 
made! and our tongues that are our glory, and 
most of all so, when with them we set forth lb) 
glory; but alas! that I have so much cjiuse lo 
humble myself for all the abuses of my tongue; 
and that I have so many ways pervoHed tlie 
happy privilege of speaking, either holding mj 
peace where I should have spoken to thy honour 
and the good of my neighbour: dumb and 
tongue-tied lo thy praise and to pious conference 
with thy servants ; or else pouring out words to 
dishonour thy name, to wrong my own soul, and 
to offend and injure others. Forgive me, Omer- 
ciful God, 1 beseech thee, all my sinful eilencet 
my vain *ind idle words, and my evil corrupt 
communication, and help me so to speak, ns to 
express thy grace in my heart, and to minister 
the same to my hearers. Set a watch, O Lord, 
before my mouth, and keep the door of my lips, 
thai nothing thence may proceed but what shall 
bCf some way or other, gooA Sot ^^\e m%c *il ■cAvC^- 
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iii^ Help me to keep my mouth as with a 
bndle, whjen I am provoked to speak unadvisedly 
niithmyliPi^y and let no profane or filthy speech- 
4h» proceed out of my mouth, nor any thnig be 
»8iiil far me, that ought not to be named among 
CJhristians. 

O Lord, open thou my lips, that my mouth 
may shew forth thy praise ; make me forward to 
speak for thee, and for the service of thy truth, 
and the glory of thy name ; but as slow to speak 
evil, and to defile myself, or to hurt my neigh- 
bour. Give me, Lord, a considerate mind to 
weigh what is fit to be said ; and make me wise 
and serious, sober and modest, pious and chari- 
table in what I speak, that it may be without 
offence, but not without some profit to the part- 
ners in my conversation. O fill my heart with 
such grace, that out of the good treasure I may 
be ever and anon producing somewhat to oblige 
the company, and to advance thy glory; and 
put such thoughts into my mind, and such words 
into my mouthy that my tongue may be as the 
pen of a ready writer, to utter things seasonable 
and acceptable, for the benefit of my associates; 
and that I may never abuse the liberty of speech 
into the licentiousness of vain or evil-speaking; 
but turn and employ it to the wise and good and 
worthy ends for which it was given; and speak 
of and for thy testimonies, even before the greats 
est^ without being ashamed. 

O Lord! restrain the blasphemous and brutish 
generation, that set their mouths against heaven, 
and, out of those open sepulchres, belch forth 
impieties and impurities, to dishonour him that 
matle them; to grieve the souls of thy servants, 
arid to spread the contagion of their uu^odUw^^^s^* 
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O fill their face with shame for what they 1 
done, and their hearts with dread, to stop them 
from proceeding bo any farther. Confound the 
viperous brood that hiss and vent iheir venom 
against thy holy ways, and give them other 
tongues, that they may use thy gifts to better 
purpose. O let the lying lips be put to silence, 
that 8peak grievous things proudly and con- 
temptuously against the righteous. And let such 
as fear ihee, and think upon thy name, speak 
often to one another; so as to promote and set 
forward theircommonedification and consolation, 
and eternal salvation, through thy goodness to 
them in Jesus Christ, ^men. 

The convinced Sinner's Prayer. 

HEARKEN to the voice of my cry, my King 
and my God; for unto thee will I praj; 
bill wliercwillial shall I appear before the LorJ, 
and bow, myself to the most high God, whose 
holy laws I have broken, and whose just displea- 
sure I have incurred! I acknowledge my trans- 
gression, O Lord, and my sin is ever beiore me. 
My iniquities are gone over my head, as a sore 
burden; they are too heavy for me to bear. When 
thou witli rebukes dost chasten man for iniquity, 
thou makest his beauty to consume away like a 
moth. My sin now has found me out; and thai 
which once I thought too little lo be repented, 
seems now too great to be pardoned. I flattered 
myself in my own eyes, till my iniquity is Ibuiid 
lo be hateful. I thought I was rich and increased 
with goods, and had need of nothing; but nowl 
find that I am miserable, and wretched, and poor, 
and blind, aiid naked; so that there is nothing 
but disorder and ruin in my ¥.o\i\. I have undone 
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mj^s^If; but to work my own recovery I have no 
MlAciency. . O how wicked have I been to allow 
myself in the way and mind which is enmity 
against God ! How ignoraat, yet how confidenU 
How vile, yet how arr<M;ant! In what need of 
mercy, yet how unmerciral ; how sinful, yet how 
impenitent: how bold in the sins where con- 
science reproved me, but how cold in the cause 
where thy Spirit encouraged me! Oh the spoils, 
and ruins, and desolations which my sins have 
made in my soul; how have they darkened my ^ 
mind, perverted my wilL defaced my affections, 
disordered my passions, hardened ray heart, and 
seduced it away from my mo§t good and ever 
blessed God, to cleave utito the things displeas- 
ing in thy sight, and destructive to my soul! 

There is no hiding any thing from thee, the in- 
6nite God, who fillest heaven and earth. — What 
shall I say unto thee. Lord? [scarce know how 
to say bad enough of myself. O wo is me that 
I have done so foolishly and wickedly! whither 
shall I betake myself when against thee, O Lord, 
I have so sinned, and done such evil in thy sight I 
Thou art the offended Majesty, out of whose 
reach I cannot escape, and under whose judg- 
ments I can never be able to bear up. A guilty 
consciousness should make me afraid to come 
unto thee; yet I know there is nothing but certain 
destruction to keep away from thee; and though 
there is no peace to the wicked so continuing; yet 
if the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighte- 
ous man his thoughts, and return to the Lord, thy 
promise then, O God, is to have mercy upon him, 
and abundantly to pardon. I have none to seek 
to for remedy against my sins, but unto the just 
and holy God, against whom I have grievously 
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Binned ; and how shall I stand in ihj sight, O Lord, 
who hatest and condemnest the works of dark- 
ness, and the workers of iniqnily, whose wrath 
against sin burns as deep as hell, and as long as 
eternitjf. 

I submit, great Lord, to thy offended Majesty! 
and I have |io hopeful prospect, looking any way, 
but to thy Almighty power, thy snpera bound it)g 
grace, and thy ever-enduring mercy, who at the 
lowest can raise, and at the worst art able to re- 
lieve H9. Nothing is too hard for thee to eflect; 
the most wretched case is not past thy core; 
though our sins be as scarlet, thou cnr)st make 
them as while as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, thou canst make them as wool; yea, 
Ihou hast found a ransom, and laid help upon one 
that is raiglily, and able to save to the uttermost 
all that come toGod through liim. If I had tiot 
sinned, I had no need of such a Kedeemcr; but 
they were sinners whom he came to save; and 
therefore, to the Lord Jesus I look with the de- 
sire of my soul to tind n healing for this sinful 
soul of mine, in the precious blood of his cross. 
O good God! when my sins cry to thee for ven- 
geance, be thou pleased to hear his blood and 
merits pleading and interceding for my soul; and 
speaking belter things in my behalf than 1 am 
able to do for myself, in all my prayers. 

Behold, O merciful Lord, a miserable object 
on which (o glority thy power and compassion, 
thy wonderful work, and great salvation! O look 
upon me in my blend, and bid me live. Speak 
death to my sins, ihat niy soul may live, and for 
ever bless thy name. Turn away thy face from 
my SHIS, and blot out all my iniquities. For thy 
ttame's aake, O Lord, pardon my sin, for it is 
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great; too great for any but the God of infinite 
goodness and love ever to discharge me from. 
O magnify thy all-sufficiency to help me out in 
this my woful misery. Make the happy experi- 
ment -pon my poor soul, how great things worthy 
of God thou canst do; that where sin hath 
abounded thy grace may much more abound* 
Return, O Lord, deliver my soul; O save me for 
thy mercy^s sake ; save me from the guilt and 
61th, from the power and curse of all my sinsi. 
And thou. Lord, that knowest how to deliver, 
make me some way to escape out of the despe- 
rate straits and perplexities into which my sins 
have cast me, that my iniquities may not hang 
upoti me to be my ruin; but that they be taken 
away and forgiven, and washed out with the 
blood of Jesus Christ. O turn thou me. Lord 
God of my salvation, and I shall be turned from 
my sins, and from this present evil world, more 
effectually and fully to thy blessed self. O give 
me such conviction as may end in sound conver- 
sion ; and let me experience in myself that grace 
of God which bringelh salvation. I want thy 
grace, O Lord; and want it I shall for ever, if 
thou be not pleased to look graciously upon me 
in my blessed Redeemer. But thou wilt never 
have the less, how much soever thou bestowest 
and thou canst not bestow thy grace upon any 
one that more needs it. O God of all grace, thrxK 
keepest mercy for thousands, hast thou not a 
blessing for me ? a spiritual heavenly blessingt 
For thy dear Son, my only Saviour's sake, let me 
find such grace in thy sight. O get thee ever- 
lasting glory in so obliging the unworthy: and 
whatever I want, O deny me not that saving grace 
which, though a precious treasure that I am bold 
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to ask, yet it is not too great or good for the God 
intinilely great and good to give. O do ibat 
work of iliy grace llioroughly upon my heart, 
for which 1 may have cause to glorify thy name 
for evermore. j9men. 

Ji Prayer for the troubled SouL 

OGOD of thespirilsof oil llesh! thou know- 
est the grievous tonnetit of a wounded spiritj 
and hast proiniised not to break the bruised reed, 
nor quench the smoking Has: Have pity, Lord 
of love, upon thy disconsolate servant, whose 
Bpirit is sore broken, and overwhelmed wilhin 
him; and relieve and heal and comfort him wilh 
thy peace, and some tokens for good, that thou 
hast thoughts of love and everlasting mercy to- 
wards hina. O blessed Jesus, who callest to thee 
the labouring and heavy laden sinners, with the 
promisn of rcrt for llirirsouls. give sonic glimpse 
of thy mercy and faith in thy mertls and promises 
to this poor troubled soul, cast down witli Ihe 
sense of his sin,' and the fear of thy wrath. The 
sacrifices of Go<I are a broken spirit: a broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not des- 
jiise. O hide not thy face from thy servant, 
nor cast him away from thy presence in displea- 
sure; but speak peace lo him, and cause thy 
grace to shine upon him. O God of corisolalion, 
be thou pleased to cheer him up with the hope 
and belief of ihy pardon and acceptance, and 
give him a comlortable affiance in thee, and the 
witness of (hy Spirit wilh his spirit, lo persuade 
him that he is the child of Go<I, whom Ihou lovest 
though thou chasteiiest. and with thy terrors pre- 
naresl him for thy comforts. O that lie may see 
Jove in the rod, and take it as Ihe chastisement 
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of a kind Father, and not the vengeance of an 
incensed Judge; and that he may find this humi- 
liation working for his everlasting consolation; 
seeing they that mourn are blessed, and shall 
be comforted, and such as sow in tears shall 
reap in joy. O that his sorrow may be the godly 
sorrow which works repentance, not to be re- 
pented of: that it may have such a happy issue, 
and end in unspeakable glorious joy; but let him 
not sorrow as one without hope, seeing the trou- 
ble for sin is a preservative from the damnation 
of hell; and such as are now in glory went this 
very way to heaven, working out their salvatioti 
with fear and trembling; and so feeling the bur- 
den of sin here, that they might not lie under it 
for ever. Therefore, though he walk in darkness, 
and has no light, yet let him trust in the name of 
the Lord, and stay upon his God. 

O Lord! rebuke him not in thy anger, neither 
chasten him in thy sore displeasure; but return 
and set him free from the heavy pressure now 
upon him. Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver him; 
O Lord make haste to help him. Quicken him 
for thy name's sake: and for thy righteousness 
sake bring his soul out of trouble. Thou hast 
showed him great and sore troubles; be thou 
pleased to revive him again, that he may rejoice 
m thee. Show him thy mercy, O Lord, and grant 
him thy salvation. O refresh him early with such 
thy mercy, that he may be glad, and rejoice in 
thee all his days, when thou hast considered his 
trouble as thou hast known his soul in adversity, 
that thy name may have the glory, and his soul 
the comfort of thy seasonable relief, and thy 
sweet abundant mercies in Jesus Christ, jlmm. 

U2 
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A Prayer for the Enjoymenl of Goifs gracious Pre- 
sence am divine Coinmunion, 
OTHOU infinite Majesty of heaven and 
earlli, who canst no where he ahseiit, but 
fillelh all tilings! no place is so tlesolale as to be 
without thee: no men so hail, but they live and 
move, and have their being in thee. Yea, the 
very devils are not out of thy reach, but aware 
of thy presence, though to their cost; and even 
in hell thou art there; but to thy people and saints, 
that are of the household of God, and bear thj 
image, ami know thy voice, and how to prize thj 
Jove, to then] thou art pleiised to open and com* 
municate thyself in an especial favourable manner, 
and to go in and out among them as the children 
of thy family; and, in the most wonderful con- 
c'.pscensioii, lo treat them as Ihy friends and fa- 
vourites; to revive iheir spirits and to cheer their 
hearts; and thou hast promised that thou wilt not 
leave them comfortless; but come to them and 
dwell in them, and be their God, and let them 
be thy people. Thus thou dost manifest thyself 
to them, though not lo the world; for the ungod- 
ly are far from thee, and live without God in the 
world. Onr sins, alas! do make the cursed wall 
of separation between thee and our souls; and 
for my sins, O how justly mightest thou. Lord, 
forsake me, and cast me ofTin displeasure, and 
hide away thy face, and keep at a distance from 
me, and abandon me over to my wretched self, 
as an enemy whom thou canst not love, but dis- 
dainest to look upon, 

Bui though my ill deserts at thy hands may well 
provoke such thy indignation against me, yel let 
inj^ forlorn estate wilV\ou\, \\\ec «io\e vVvj cquv 
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passion towards me, and where ihou canst not take 
pleasure in me, yet, Father of mercies, have pitj 
" on me, and cast me not away from ihy presence, 
nor abhor, nor forsake me forthy narne'^ sake, and 
for the sake of that mercy which has moved thee 
to do so much already for me, and so far to dis- 
cover thy grace upon me. O come to me, and 
make me such as that thou mayest abide with me, 
and rejoice over me to do me good. My soul is 
as a desolate wilderness, a confused chaos; yea, 
even the image of hell without thee, my God: 
while thou art not with my spirit, I live wicked- 
ly to thy dishonour, and I know not how soon I 
shall die wretchedly, to my own eternal undoing, 
if thou cast not an eye of pity upon me; if thou 
make not haste in mercy to help me, O Ema'> 
nuel, God with us! for thy mercy's pake, for thy 
promise sake, for my misery's sake, see me 
lying afar off, and bring me nigh through the blood 
of thy cross. O brin^ me out of my strangenesa 
to thee, and Aiy distance from thee, that I may 
be safe under the shadow of thy wings, and hap- 
py in the solace of thy love. 

If thou reject me, O my God, what company 
or comforts of the world can then avail, or make 
any recompense for the loss of thy favour, i:\ 
which is life, and without which I am dead while 
I live, and shall be for ever accursed when I die. 
But if thou be with rae^ .and lift up the light of 
thy countenance upon me, I shall have heavenly 
fellowship, and overdow with unspeakable joy. 
Even in the absence of all other friends and com- 
forts, 1 shall not need, I shall not desire thorn, 
when I can go to God my exceeding joy, and be 
taken up with nty blessed Lord, in whose ^^g- 
Bence is fulness of joy. O blesaed ate Vive's "«'^'=>'^,, 
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thou choosest and caasest to approach so nigb 
unto thee, O Lord, and who are so highlj favoured 
by thee, whose gracious presence can make the 
poorest collage belter than the stateliest palace, 
and fill the hearts of thy servants with such di- ( 
vine delights, to which the greatest men of the ] 
world are strangers. O what manner of love is 
this, that the great God of heaven should vouch- 
safe to visit and reside with poor mortals on earth! 
And O that my soul were fit to be the habitation 
of the King of glory. But, Lord, how univorlhj 
am I that thou shouldest come under my roof. 
O blessed Jesus, be thou pleased to regard my 
undone state without Ihee, and my restless long- 
ings after thee, and be pleased to come unto me, 
dear Lord, not because I deserve, but because 1 
need thee; not for my merits, but for thy own, 
who art worthy; for whose sake I should be so 
fnvonred from on high. My Lord r.nd my God, 
whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is 
none upon earth that I desire besides thee. 
be not as a stranger to the soul in which thou 
hast planted an inclination to serve thee, but 
bless and honour me with that divine fellowship 
of which thou hast made me not only capable, 
but desirous ; and give me the satisfaction to find 
wliat thou hast given me a heart to seek; yea, 
give me grace, O my Lord, to go on seeking till 
\ find thee whom my soul desires above all to 
love; let me endure any thing easier than ihy ab- 
eence and displeasure, and desire nothing so 
much as thy presence and favour. 

And be not thou far from me, O my God, but 
let me experience thy gracious presence w ith me, 
and the goodness of the Lord iiasstng belore me- 
Lord Jesus, be with my spm\, a.uA. ^^^«^^ wi. u\'( 
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heart bj faith; as thou hast promised to be with. 
th^ lovers and followers always, even to the end 
of the world; Lord, for thy mercy's sake, blot 
out my sins ; and then, for thy promise sake, come 
and visit my soul. O make me such as I should 
be towards thee, and such as thou mayest take 
pleasure in me; and then show thyself unto me 
w ith the favour which thou bearesl to tliy people; 
and may thy gracious abode with me now on 
earth, be to me a comfortable earnest of my glo- 
rious abode with thee for ever in thy heavenly 
kingdom. Be with me, O my Saviour, every 
where, and at all times, in health and in sickness, 
in prosperity and trouble, in all estates, and in 
all events and circumstances of my life; to sanc- 
tify and sweeten tome whatever befalls me; and 
never leave nor forsake me in my present pilgrim- 
age here, till Ihou hast brought me safe ihrough 
all trials aiid dangers to be ever with the Lord; 
there to live in thy sight, and love, and glory, 
world without end. jimen. 

A Prayer for heavenly Comforts. 

OMOST blessed Lord, the God of all con- 
solfltion, who corafortest those that are cast 
down, and givest such peace and joy, as the 
world can neither give nor take away; 1 confess 
myself unworthy of so much as any pood look 
from thy gracious eye, or any glimpse of llie light 
of thy countenance, to be lifted up upon my soul. 
I deserve to be in heaviness for my sins, to groan 
under the oppressive burden, even all my days,, 
and at last to go down in sorrow to my grave; 
but because thou knowest. Lord, our danger to 
surfeit on the pleasures of sin. when thou with- 
holdest heaceiil^y consolation from xiS', laAx^ 'ioai. 
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the joy of the Lord is our strength, to carrj 
with fideUty and alacrity in the way ofour dutji 
I beseech thee, O Lord of love, to speak peace 
to my conscience, and say to my soul, that ibou 
art my salvation: to fortify me against the stoleo 
sinful pleasures, and to engage my heart to a 
faithfuhiess in the covenant of my God; I begot 
thee some tokens of thy love to me, some disco- 
Teries of the light of thy countenance upon roe, 
some experience of the joy of thy blessed Spirit 
in me; my soul thirsleth for thee, my God, to see 
thy power, and thy glory, so as I have seen thee 
in the sanctuary. How long wilt thou forget me, 
O Lord, forever? How long wilt thou -hide tbj 
face from me? How long shall I take counsel in 
my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? 
cause thy face to shi^-ie upon me, let my heart re- 
joice in thee, because I have trusted in Ihyholj 
name. Lot my moulli ho fiMed with tliy praise, 
and with thy honour all the day long; and let mj 
Boul be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, 
when 1 praise thee with joyful lips. 

Whether 1 come in or be left out, in the distri- 
bution of thy common favours, which thou scat- 
terest with an indirterent hand amongst all sorts 
of men, O remember me. Lord, with the favour 
which thou bearcst to thy people, and visit me 
with thy salvation ; that 1 may see the good of th/ 
chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of thj 
nation, and glory with thy inheritance. O ihatl 
may experience the joy and peace in believing, 
and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and count thy love 
better than wine, and prefer it above ray chiefest 
joy. Seeing the work of righteousness is peace, 
and the effect of it quietness and assurance for- 
ever.' O make me the Uue and fa,\t.tvftil subject o( 
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that spiritual kingdom, which is righteotisneM 
aiid peace, and joy in the Holy Gho8t. O let 
me so taste that the Lord is gracious, add gii^e 
me such feelit^ of thy Spirit^s operatioa iti me; 
such witness with my spirit, such hopes of tbj 
glory, arid such token for my good, to persuade 
and assure my heart of thy everlasting love and 
favour in Christ Jesus, to my soul, that my soul 
may bless thee, O Lord, and all that is within me, 
may praise thy holy name ! And that the satisfac- 
tion and delight which I take in thy service, may 
also invite in others to give up themselves to it; 
and so thou, the blessed Giver of all joy and 
comfort, mayest by us all be glorified, through 
Jesus Christ. Jlmen. 



Jl Prayer and Praise for a converted Sinner. 

IWLL praise thee, O Lord my God, with all 
my heart, and 1 will glorify thy name for ever- 
tDore; so great is thy mercy towards me, that 
thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell. 
My lips therefore shall greatly rejoice, when I 
eing to thee, and my soul which thou hast re- 
deemed, shall make her boast in the Lord. For 
I was darkness, but now am light in the Lord; I 
was dead, and am alive again; I was lost and am 
found. When no eye pitied me, and when 1 had 
not a heart to pity myself, then didst thou, Lord 
of love, look upon me in my blood, and bid me 
live. O sinful wretch! that I should be taken, 
and others left! I stand amazed at thy kindness 
and love, O God my Saviour, for all the great 
things which thou hast done for my soul, more 
thaii if thou hadst given me wealth, and strength, 
and wit, and beauty, to the admiration of all ; 
more than if thou hadst set me up with iKe ^t\w- 
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ces of the earth, and blessed me with all the ful- 
ness and glory o( the world; for O how soon At 
all these thing.'^ pass away and perish! but tbe 
word of God, by which I am born again, lives 
aiiil abideo forever. Tfie grace of God, which 1 
brings salvation, appearing to me, is in me a well 1 
of water sppirigiiig up to everlasting life. O God ) 
of all grace! who hodst such thoughts of mercj 
towards me, even when I was in enmity agaiiib>l 
thee, and did nothing but forget and provoke 
thee, thou wilt not despise the day of small things, 
nor cast mo oHT for the failings of my services, 
after thou hast wrought in mc some good tilings 
towards thee, and brought my soul from the gates 
of hell, within prospect of the heavenly glory. 

O what great and sore troubles hast thou show- 
ed me! yet didst thou turn again and refresh me, 
and comfort me on every side with the most re- 
viving and richest of all mercy. I must forever 
have perished, if thou Lord, hadst not broiiglit 
me from my deadness in trespasses and sins, 
to newness of life; and better 1 never had been 
born, if I had not been new born. O blessed 
change! and mighty work, worthy of God! O the 
riches of grace, and the wonders of divine power 
and love! what shall I render to the Lord for 
these greatest of all benefits, which I am not able 
so much as worthily to express? I can never 
enough admire and bless thee, O my God, for thy 
love to my soul, which thou hast brought to see 
the joy of tliy salvation; how thou didst bear 
with me in all my duhiess arid perverseness, anJ 
what work thou hadst to bring me into any good 
hopeful way for the heavenly bliss. Yet wouldst 
thou not sufTer me to niidomyselli but gavest nie 
checks ill the way of my sins,' till thou hadst ove^ 
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come mj heart by thy alinighty grace, and brought 
me home to thy blessed self; and from the slav- 
ish dread of 4hy wrath,, to the sweet apprehen- 
sions of thy love. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
me, bless his holy name. My God and Saviour, 
I was hopeless and helpless, and at the lowest 
thou hast remembered me^Mt the worst thou hast 
holpen and comforted me; the fe^^of ,hell wa§i 
upon me, and thou hast set me abofirlhat killing 
dread, to rejoice in hope of thy glory. I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
thou hast hid these things from the wise and pru- 
dent,' and hast revealed them unto babes. O, 
who am 1, unworthy wretch, that I should be 
made so happily to differ from any others, and 
from my former self! what have I done to invite 
such saving mercy to shine upon me, when so 
great a part of the world is still in darkness, and 
in the shadow of death. I am unworthy, Lord, 
I am unworthy, but thou art the God infinitely 
good, and abundant in mercy. 

O blessed God of my salvation, accept the ob- 
lation of myself, and all my services, together 
with my thanks and praise, for this thy love in 
Christ Jesus, wherewith thou hast so eternally 
obliged me to thyself To give all glory to thee, 
O what abundant cause hast thou given me, when 
as 1 have no good thing on earth, but of thy 
bounty, and am out of hell, only through thy mercy. 
And O that my life may be spent in thy dearest 
love, and in thy faithful service, ever delighting 
to do thy will, O my God ! as I am the receiver 
of such mercies, so make me the preacher of thy 
praises. Let me bless thee. Lord, at all times, 
and have thy praise continually iu my mouttv^ 

X 



O graciotq 
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even while I have my being. Accept, O f^ _ 

Father, and continue me lor thy own, and make 
me still fitter for thy blessed acceptance in Jesus 
Christ my Saviour, ^■inun. 

A Prayer after a Relapse into Sin. 

OMY God! I am filled with confusion to lift 
up my face unto thee, from whom I have so 
foolishly and wickedly departed ; and agiunst 
whom I have so greatly and provokingly sinned, 
I am ashamed to confess unto thee what, alas! ! 
have not been afraid to commit against thee 
Thou, Lord, hast made me to know better, but I 
have held the truth in unrighteousness, and there- 
fore deserve to be beaten with many stripes, for 
sinning so against my own knowledge. Yea, 
how oft have I been taught, as with briars and 
thorns, what an evil and bitter thing it is to tres- 
pass upon the Lord, as I have done! and jet, 
worse than a child or brute, I have run upon the 
oflfences for which I knew I must sadly repent, or 
do worse; nor have I only resisted the clearest 
light and conviction, but trampled on the richest 
grace and love; therefore I am inexcusable, 
righteous Lord! and have nothing to say in mj 
own defence ; no, the guilt which I have contract- 
ed, stops my mouth, O into what a depth am 1 
fallen! and is there any hope now for one that 
has so wilfully spoiled himself as I have done? 
The pardon and grace which I am necessitated 
to come begging at thy hands, O my Lord, how 
much greater are they than I have any reason.to 
expect! yet not greater than thou, the God of all 
grace, canst give ; nor greater than thou hast also 
promised to bestow even upon the greatest sin- 
ners, repenting and rettttmn^ \o vVvee. U is thy 
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reviviiig word to such, that thou wilt have mercy 
upon them^ and abuQd%nt]y pardon; and though 
men may be false, sqpA: their offers but ensnare- 
ments, jet faithfulness Itself can never deceive us. 
Seeing thou hast made such a way for our re- . 
demption, O God of all grace, to heal and save 
our poor lost souls, by the stripes and death of 
thy own beloved Son ; O that the blessed Saviour 
whom thou hast sent into the world, may exercise 
his power and pity, and great salvation upon me, 
in this my woful condition! and make me some 
way to escape, that I may not be thus taken cap- 
tive by the tempter at his will. Good God ! there 
is nothing in me but misery to move thy mercy. 

fetch arguments of pity from thy own infinite 
goodness, and thy tender inclinations, to compas- 
sionate and relieve poor sinners returning to thee, 
after they, have foolishly misbehaved themselves 
and wickedly rebelled against thee. Mercy, O 
Lord, mercy I beg of thee, for mercy's sake ; O 
let thy compassion spare me, and withhold thy , 
justice from proceeding against me. I have sin- 
ned as a silly wicked man; O Lord, pardon and 
heal me, as an Almighty and most merciful God. 

1 have gone astray like a lost sheep! O seek thy 
servant. Lord, and bring me back to the Shep- 
herd and Bishop of my soul. Wilt thou take this 
sad opportunity to advance thy everlasting glory, 
in pitymg the worst of fools, in saving the chief 
of sinners? For thy name sake, O Lord, pardon 
my iniquity, which is so exceedingly great. O. 
absolve me from the guilt, deliver me from the 
power, cleanse me from the pollution, and save 
me from the punishmeat jof this, and all my of 
fences, that expose me-tpthy wrath, and indispose 
me for thy service; esihranging iqe from thee^ aivd 
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hindering the freedom of my love and delight in 
thee. 

Lord of love, the God of my mercy, heal my 
backsUdings, that I may not again return to follj. 

let me vow and pay to the Lord my God; and 
so go forth in thy strength, that thou mayest con- 
firm my resolution, and enable me to perform what 

1 have promised. O thou compaHsionate suc- 
courer of the tempted, lead me not into tempta- 
tion, but, by thy grace and mighty aid, secure me 
so to thyself, that I may not only in thisday of con- 
fusion and anguish, when my wounds are fresh 
bleeding upon me, but in all times to come, hum- 
ble my soul, and hate my sin, and take heed lo 
my ways; and with purpose of heart cleave lo 
the Lord, and keep in thy holy fear and lore to 
my life's end. Amen. 

Another humbling Office under any foul Fall. 

OJUST and holy God, what shall I say unlo 
thee, and how shall I show my face before 
thee, after I have so highly affronted thy glorious 
Majesty, and violated thy righteous commands, 
striking more wounds still into my wofully-dis- 
tresscd conscience. O that I should have the saJ 
occasion to come upon the same account, to con- 
fess and bewail the sin which I have so often con- 
fessed and bewailed. Holy Lord, I am ashamed 
that I have this need to beg; and afraid lest my 
sins have so provoked thee, that I should beg in 
vain; forsin, when itisfinished,brings forth death; 
it destroys our grace, and peace, and comfort 
now; and, without the interposition of infinite 
mercy, it will destroy soul and body eternally. 
And when I am under the desert of that condem- 
nation, Owhat mercy ftoml\veYB.>^veTO^\wex«:».^^ 
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do 1 experience, that it is not executed upon me ' 
What patience, but that of the long-suffenng God, 
would ever bear with such as provoke him everj 
day, when he could so easily break out in fury, 
and avenge him of his adversary ! O how justly 
mightest thou. Lord, refuse to hear me now cry- 
ing to thee in the anguish of my soul; who have 
so often refused to hear thee calling upon me 
by the motions of thy holy Spirit! O the spoils, 
and havoc, and desolation, which my sin has 
made in my soul ! So many aggravations of this 
sin, do mak'e it beyond measure sinful, till I am 
become vile in my own eyes. And such frequent 
falls do ruin my hopes, and render my case so 
extremely hazardous, that I am ready to fear, lest 
mercy should quite have done with me, and aban- 
don me over to my wretched self, and leave me 
to be filthy still, and to lie and perish in my sins, 
because I have revolted still more and more. 

I abhor myself and humble my soul here in 
the dust before thee, O Lord! and because I 
have made so bold with thy laws, I am sorely 
afraid of thy judgments. My sins have taken 
such hold of me, that my heart fails me; yet. 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean, 
and make me whole. I come therefore in hope 
to beg the so often forfeited life of my poor soul, 
at thy blessed hands; for thou that. hast charged 
us, to forgive an^ offending brother seventy times 
seven, (even as oft as he repents) wilt not thyself 
be harder to thy offenders, when they become 
penitent seekers of thy mercy : no, though we so 
often forget our duty, thou canst never forget thy 
mercy. A woman may sooner forget her com- 
passions to the fruit of her womb, than the Lord 
of love will forget his kindness to his children. 
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And fo the mercy that has hitherto so wonder- 
fully endured me, O my Lord, I seek and beg 
now this addition, even the further prolonging 
yet of thy patience towards me. 

In the day of trouble I will call upon thee, for 
thou wilt answer me. I heUcve, Lord, thy power 
and thy readiness to relieve poor sinners repair- 
ing to Ihee; and to that end didst thou, O bless- 
ed Saviour, come into the world, and shed thj 
precious blood, to atone for our guilt, and lo 
cleanse us from all our sins. O that I, who have 
the greatest need, may feel the happy benefit! 
that where sin has abounded, thy grace maj 
much more abound. Look upon me, O Lord, as 
thou didst on thy offending disciple, to melt mj 
heart into a kindly relenting, and penitent con- 
cernment for this great evil ; that I may look up- 
on him whom my sins have pierced, and mourn, 
and be in bitterness for the grievous offences thai 
I have committed against the Lord of love, and ^ 
the God of all my mercies. What is past 1 cannot 
recall; but thou, my Jesus, canst remit it, and give 
me grace to repent it. O give me such true re- 
pentance for it, that thou mayest also give me full 
pardon of it, and in thy great mercy, be recon- 
ciled to me, and at peace with me. 

And grant, O gracious Lord, that the custom 
of sinning may not so dull my sense of it, that I 
should commit these great sins with little remorse. 
Nor let it so increase my sinful inclinations, that 
I should be the servant of corruption, giving har- 
bour and encouragement to the cursed things, 
and takingpartwith the enemies of my own house, 
to be the worst tempter to myself. Be thou, 
Lord, my strong tower of defence against them, 
and enable me to go on cotitYjevin^ and to con- 
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qucr, till in the name of the Lord, I Kair^;destroy- 
ed them. So often have T fallen by thelirliands, 
that I fekr lest one day I should so fall by them, 
as never to rise again; but thou, my Strength and 
my Redeemer, art stronger than the strong one, 
and able yet to secure ine. O blessed Keeper of 
Israel, keep back thy servant from presumptuous 
sins; let them not have dominion over rae; that 
I may be upright and innocent from the great 
transgression; nor punish my past sins, by giving 
me up to commit sin with greediness, but subdue 
my iniquities that prevail against me ; and pluck 
me out of the mire and the snare, for thy mercy's 
sake. O that the same merevt whicK has hither- 
to held the hand of justice fi^om cutting me off, 
and so often spare4 me, may also forgive and re- 
new me, and so strengthen all the good things of 
thy grace in my soul, that I maybe full of power 
to defend thy rights against these usurpations of 
the sinful part in me; and maybe found so faith- 
ful until death, that thou mayest give me the 
crown of life; not for any worth in me, but for 
the worthiness of thy Son, and for the sake of thy 
own tender mercies in Jesus Christ, jimen. 



Thanksgiving for a Recovery^ after a fall into Sin. 

I BLESS thy name, O Lord my God, infinitely 
good, that thou hast kept me alive to this 
day; and after all my ill carriage towards thee, 
and all my presumptuous boldness with thee, and 
manifold, rebellions against thee, thou hast not 
giveiiteie over as a prey to the deadly enemy of 
my soul, that seeks to devour me, but dost yet 
leave me a reserve of hope, and it is not in vain 
to seek thy face, and to wait for mercy at thy 
hands. O my God, how wonderful is tl^ patience 
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in my eyes, that I have not perished in such sins. 
It is through thy grace Ihal I come to pause and 
consider of my sin and danger, and the way to es- 
cape. And therefore hast thou so spared me in 
all my sins, that, by helping in such a desperale 
case, thou mightest show Ibrth all the wonders 
of thy grace. 

O Father of Qiercie=: hast thou yet a blessing for 
such a rebellious wretch .' And may I yet make 
bold to look for thy blessed favour, after I have 
done thee such infinite wrong! O the inconceiv- 
able depths of thy goodness (hat are in thy gra- 
cious nature, to use me ns a dear friend, who 
have misbehaved myself tuwards thee, as the 
worst enemy, and to leave me hopes of pariloii 
and heaven; when it is mercy far above all mj 
deserts, hut to spare my life upon earth, and to 
keep my soul out of hell. And hast thou, Lord, 
kept me to this day- and li:'oitght nic tliroiigh s^o 
many temptations and dangers in my life, to be 
avenged on me, and to destroy me at last? ray 
gracious Father, the God of all my mercies, I 
cannot think thou, so delightest in my death. I 
have wronged thee too much with all my sins al- 
ready; and let me not add this now to the heavy 
score, to dishonour such tiled raercy, with the 
base distrust, and despair of its continuance. 
no; I believe. Lord, help my unbeUef, that Ihou 
art not willing that 1 should perish, but by repent- 
ance come to salvation: snid O what a gracious 
God have I, to deal so boinitifully with me : and 
what a stony heart, to be no more affected with 
the richest mercy ! O what a life of sins, and what 
alifeof mercies has been mine! with amazement 
I reflect on both, to lliink how bad I have been 
towards thee, my Lord, and yet how good thou 
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last been to my soul. O that such w<mders of 
yve may have the prevailing force upon my heart, 
3 turn it against the sins that have engaged me 
1 such rebellion against the Lord, and to bring 
le nearer to my God than ever I have been ; and 
3 make me more abound in thy love, and more 
elight in thy service than ever I have done. O 
bat 1 may never commit sins so great against the 
jod so infinitely good, but be warned by these 
escapes, and won by these mercies, to be more 
vatchful and faithful in keeping myself from my 
niquity ; continually fearing to offend, and en- 
leavourin^ to please thee, my God, through Jesus 
Dhrist. ^men. 



Thanksgiving for Spiritual Victory, 

OLORD God, almighty and most merciful, 
who givest strength and power to thy peo- 
ple; and with the temptation makest them a way 
to escape ! by thy grace I am what I am, and thy 
grace bestowed on me was not in vain, but help- 
ed me in time of need, to withstand and over- 
come the temptation wherewith I was assault- 
ed. My own strength. Lord, thou knowest is but 
weakness, and my heart not to be trusted. But 
ffiy hand held me up, and by the help of my God, 
I have preserved my integrity, and so resisted the 
devil, as to make him flee from me. I find, O 
Lord, by sweet and joyful experience, thy ways 
to be ways of pleasantness and paths of peace; 
and that in observing thy laws there is great re- 
ward. O how much are the heavenly raptures 
Df victory to be preferred before the filthy plea- 
mres of sin ! shame and dread, and sorrow, are 
he cursed consequences of yielding to the tempt- 
?r; but glorying^ and confidence, laxiA VSafc ^^^^^ 
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of God, and joy in the Holv Ghost, are the con- 
queror's portion. 

I will greatlj rejoice ill the Lord; my soul shall 
be joyful in my God, who has lifted me up, and 
not Buffered my foes to triumph over me. Thej 
have thrust sore at me that I might fall, but the 
Lord helped me. The Lord is my strength and 
my song, and is become ray salvation ; the voice 
of rejoicing and salvation is in the dwellings oi 
the righteous. The right hand of the Lord doth 
valiantly, and brings mighty things to pass. 1 
shall not die but live, and declare the works of 
the Lord, and tell what he has done for my soul, 
Blessed be God, who has not turned away mj 
prayer, nor his mercy from me. O Lord mj 
God, thou hast been watchful over me for good, 
thou was nigh to me, thou hast showed thy fe- 
therly care of me, and in love to my soul hast 
thou preserved me, bcciiiHC thou hadst a favour 
to me. I am thine, and I ivlll be thine, and will 
love thee, and bless thy name, and give thee 
thanks forever. jSmen. 

A Prayer for greater Concernment and Diligence for 
the Soul, and the Tklmrs ofanollier World. 

OLORD God, to M'liom I do owe myself and 
all that ever I am or have, thou hast given 
me my being, and my time and talents here in the 
world, as opportunities ;itid advantages of thy ser- 
vice, and for the working out of my salvation. 
And O what have I to do upon earth, but to pre- 
pare myself for heaven, uhen I am here placed 
between the infinite ctcrrjiiy of happiness and of 
misery, in a capacity for the one, and in danger 
of the other. O what should be my care and ut- 
most endeavour, bul Vo ftee ?iom "iNx^ -w\?>3Ja. to 
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come, and to lay hold on eternal life; to provide 
well for my everlasting condition^Bnd to make 
sure veork for my immortal soul in this only time 
of preparation ; but O how negligent and careless 
have I been in that which most of all concerns 
me, doing every thing rather than the great work 
which thou didst send me into the world to do ; 
and so thou mightest justly come upon me, Lord, 
with a dreadful surprise, to call me to my last ac- 
count, in a day unlooked for, and at an hour that 
I should not be aware of; but for the sake of that 
mercy of thine in Christ Jesus, which has pre- 
vailed with thee to spare me so long, go on, L be- 
seech thee, O my God, to be merciful to me, in 
forgiving me all my past sloth and negligence; 
and in quickening me to a greater concernment 
and assiduity, to redeem the time that I have lost, 
and to improve every present enjoyment to my 
soul's eternal advantage. O preserve me from 
all the distracting cares, and the sinful pleasures 
of this life; and let me look less upon the tempo- 
ral things that are seen; and keep open my eyes 
towards the great unseen eternal thmgs that are 
before me. O make me more concerned for my 
everlasting state, and more careful to do that 
Hrork, which above all things in the world, is most 
needful to be done. O let me dread the doom 
of the slothful servant, and not be listless to the 
business that is of the greatest importance. Lord 
show me both the truth and reality, and also the 
worth and excellency of things to come; both to 
dispel all my doubtings of them, and also to whet 
my earnest longings after them. O give me such 
a view and apprehension of my supreme eternal 
good, as may raise my desires after it, propor- 
tionably to it; and make me so dis8al\s^eA.^N\\!ctfiVi^ 
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it that I may count nothing too much to do, no- 
thing too hard to endure, so that I may at last at- 
tain the blessed enjoyment of it. 

O let the meditation of hell be a preservative 
to deter me from all the ways leading to that 
dreadful end; and may I so look to the heaveiilj 1 
joy set before me, that with all vigour and I 
alacrity I may put forth myself, to get safe into j 
the possession of everlasting glory. O my God, 
give me the spirit of wisdom Trom above, to dis- 
cern the vast disproportion between the short 
moment of this present time, and the infinite du- 
ration of immbrtality; and between the pleasures 
of sin, that are but for a season, and those hea- 
venly pleasures that are at thy right band for 
evermore. Seeing all these things must be dis- 
solved, O make me such a manner of person as 
I ought to be, in. all holy conversation and godli- 
ness; looking for, and hasting to, the coming of 
the day of God. Quicken me, O Lord, in my 
dulness, and hasten me out of my delays; that I 
may not prolong the time of doing what lam con- 
vinced is necessary to be done; to save me from 
the second death, and bring me to inherit ctenial 
life. O ! to what purpose am I troubled and care- 
ful about many things, when I neglect the one 
thing needful! Help mcmyGod, to use the rea- 
son and understanding which thou hast given me, 
ill looking before me, and considering what it is 
that makes for my true happiness; and give me 
also resolution and faithfulness to choose and fol' 
low it, whatever difficulties at present may be id 
it. Help me,0 Lord, to remember and considei 
all the powerful inducements, which may quick- 
en me into a greater care for my eternal state; 
that my being may not \aa\. Vonge? than the good 
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of my being, but maj it go well with me else- 
where forever, when all that is here shall fail me. 
O that 1 may now give diligence to make my call- 
ing and election sure, and strive to enter in at the 
strait gate, and labour for that meat which en- 
>/ dures to everlasting life; by patient continuing in 
r well-doing, seeking for glory, honour and im* 
r" mortality ; that I may not fall short of that rest 
which remains for the people of God; but so la- 
bour here in thy work, that hereafter I may rest 
from my labours in thy kingdom; not for the 
merit of my works, but for. tby mercy^s sake in 
Jegas Christ. Amen. 



A PrMerfor Faithfulness and Constancy in the Pro^ 

fession of our Religion. 

OMY Lord and my God, who hast called me 
to the knowledge of thy eternal truth, and 
by the light of the gospel shining upon me, hast 
made the way of life and salvation plain before 
me ! Be thou pleased to give me the ingenuity and 
coarage still to confess thee before men; and io 
own thy holy religion, even in the face of an evil 
and adulterous generation. O let me not be toss- 
ed to and fro, and carried away with every wind 
of doctrine by the slight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 
My God and guide! suffer me not to be led away 
with the error of the wicked and to fall from my 
own steadfastness; but may I ever hold fast the 
profession of my faith without wavering, and hold 
the beginning of my confidence steadfast to the 
end. O give me such experimental knowledge 
and relish, and love of thy holy truth, as may 
may make me ever faithful and true to it; that 
my mind may not be corrupted from the simpli* 
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c'liy that is in Christ, and that I may never be put 
out of that religion, the goodness whereof 1 have 
perceived so much by my own experience; but 
may still appear with zeal for the religion in 
which I have found so much happy advantage, : 
and heavenly satisfaction to my soul; and grant j 
mc, good Lord, to lind and feel still more and ' 
more of the powerful efficacy of true Christianilj I 
upon my heart, that I may be rooted and ground- 
ed in the faith, and retain such a dear love of Ihe 
truth, and take so much pleasure in the way 
wliich thy grace has put me upon, that I may never 
turn from it, nor prove false to it; but notwith- 
standing all temptations to seduce or aftright me 
out of it, I may operdy declare for il, and ever b( 
true to it, and faithfully persist in it to my life' 
end. J^men. 

A P i-aijer for Zetil and Artivilij in the Practice of out 
Religion. 

OLORD, the holy jealousGod! thou hast de- 
clared how loathsome to thee are the luke- 
warm, and pronounced him cursed that does the 
work of the Lord deceitfully; and told us the 
dreadful doomofthe slothful servant, who was call- 
ed wicked, and condemned, not for committing 
foul evils, but for neglecting to improve his ta- 
lents. Tliou didst send us into this world to pro- 
vide ibr the next; and we are a people devoted 
to the Lord, that have vowed and promised (o 
serve our God, with all the utmost and best that 
we are or have : this is the one thing needful, that 
we were made for, and that we are all most strict- 
ly bound to,and mustin earnest mind and follow 
it, as ever we would escape the damnation of hell, 
and enter into the joy of out Lord; but I am asham- 
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cd, O myGod, that I have loitered so long in thy 
vineyard, and triHed so much in thy work; that I 
have busied myself about vanities; and slighted 
my greatest business. And well may 1 now trem- 
ble for fear of thy judgments, when 1 have so lit- 
tle concerned and bestirred myself, as one of thy 
redeemed, zealous of good works. 

O merciful Lord! forgive me all my sinful omis- 
sions, and all my careless performances of the du- 
ties of thyservice; and quicken me into a great- 
er zeal and diligence to promote thy glory, and 
to work out my salvation; that I may not only 
contend earnestly for the faith and doctrine of 
the gospel, but be as zealous for the practice oi 
all gospel duties ; so showing that I am in earnes' 
with the religion whereof I make profession. ■ 

To glorify thy name, and save our souls, is thf 
greatest of all our concerns in the world; nothing 
can deserve so much of our care, and zeaf, and 
diligence : when it is for a crown and a kingdom, 
for heaven and the glory eternal, and to he de- 
livered fromthywrathand everlasting damnation, 
that we strive and labour. O how much are we 
concerned to be vigorous in, and attentive to it! 
ready to do every good work, and most industri- 
ous at the business of such infinite consequence, 
abounding in the work of the Lord! when upon 
thib moment depends the endless eternity to come, 
and all that concerns us forever, hangs upon the 
poor short life present, that is so quickly gone, 
and will never return. O my God ! imprint these 
considerations so deep upon my heart, that I may 
no more trifle with the weighty things of eternity, 
nor show a cold indifTerence about that which is 
of such absolute necessity; but may act as one 
that must be a blessed or a damucA ctcTAwc^Q^- 
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ever: and be as zealous for my God, as ever 1 
have been eager for the world; and as active in 
the pursuit oT things eternal, as I have- been to 
pursue the temporal ; ttjat 1 may indeed give up 
myself to thy service, and make it the main care 
and business of my life ; so showing the sincerity 
of what I do profess, by that zeal and fervency, 
which is the life and soul of Christianity. O thou 
great Rewarderof them that diligentlyseek thee! 
help me seriously to engage in thy service, and 
unweariedly to go through with it; not slothful in 
business, but fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 
exercising myself to godliness, continuing watch- 
ful in prayer, keeping my heart with all diligence, 
ordering my conversation with all usefulness, and 
running the race set before me with all cheer- 
fulness, full of Ufe and spirit in thy work, and full 
of good deeds and fruits to thy honour, ever la- 
bouring to be accepted here to thy favour, and 
hereafter to thy glory. 

Yea, make me more ^fnlfum for thy honour, 
Lord, than for my own; and whatever is injuri- 
ous and reproachful to thee, O let me hate it per- 
fectly, and oppose it strenuously, and yet with 
such prudence and kindness towards men, that I 
may not betray my own shame, in defending thy 
glory, nor let my zeal consume, but inflame my 
charity ; and put me upon doing all the good that 
ever I am able in my generation; to serve the in- 
terest of my Lord, and to help forward the sal- 
vation of souls. O make me valiant for thy truth, 
and discreet in my conduct, that 1 may neither 
betray the holy cause by my fear, nor reproach 
it by my folly. O let me not spend my zeal and 
spirits for earthly, but for heavenly things; not 
for my own lust and hoY\ouv,\i>A ?ot vU-j blessed 



Jigainst Worldltness. 257 

will and pleasure; not in frivolous contentions, 
about the little appendages and circumstantials of 
religion, but in pressing after the vital and substan- 
tial part; and in my concernment and endeavour 
about the great unquestionable duties and quali- 
fications necessary to the saving of the soul. And 
grant me thy grace, O Lord, to live novir so zea- 
lously to the glory of thy name, that I may come 
to live blessedly forever, in the glories of thy king- 
dom ; not for the 6ake of my services, but of thy 
mercies, whose gift is eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer against Worldliness^ and for a Heavenly 

J\lind, 

THOU, O blessed God, art the only satisfy- 
ing portion and happiness of our souls, in 
whom alone the desires of our hearts may find 
that rest and repose, which all the world else 
cannot give; but^alas, this world, and the things 
of it, have had too much of my thoughts, and too 
much of my heart, till I have grown remiss in my 
affections, and cold in my love towards thee, my 
God, and those things above, which are most 
worthy of my love. I have been eager in the 
pursuit of vanities and trifling concerns of this 
present time; but O how slack and flighty in that 
which does most nearly and eternally concern 
me ! Intent upon this world, as if it would never 
end ; and forgetful of the next, as if it should never 
begin. I have forsaken the Fountain of living wa- 
ters, to hew to myself the broken cistern^that can 
hold no water; disquieting myself in vain, seek- 
ing rest and finding none; because I have sought 
where the precious treasure is not to be found. 
And so thou mightest, Lord, le^ve me \.o\^"^^V 

Y2 J 
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my own wretched choice ; to eat of the fruit of I 
my own way, and to be filled with my own de- 
vices; giving me all my portion in this life, which 
I have so bnitishly preferred before an infinitely 
better; and shutting me out of that heavenly 
kingdom, which 1 have despised for the sake of \ 
this present world- \ 

But, O thou Father of mercies! forgive me 
all the defects of my love to thee, and all the 
excesses of my love to earthly things; and so 
moderate my desires after these inferior goods, 
that instead of doating upon the world, I may 
covet earnestly the best gifts, and seek first thy 
kingdom and its righteousness; esteeming godli- 
ness the greatest gain, and all things else but loss 
and dung, for the love of Christ, and the glories 
of heaven. O show me so much of those great 
and glorious things of the world to come, as may 
dull and deaden my afJections to the things of 
this present world, and crucify the world to me. 
and me to the world; that it may lose the great 
force which it has had upon me; that I maybe 
more disengaged and loosened from it, and more 
enamoured with, and intent upon the things above, 
where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. 
which will fully satisfy and never fail me. let 
me not debase my heavenly soul, to lie grovelling 
and rooting in the earth, and licking the dust, as 
if I were all flesh, and had nothing to do, but to 
trudge for the vile body. O may I less mind 
earthly things, and despise the most tempting en- 
joyments of this world, for the love of my Lord, 
and the hope of his glory. May my heart be 
with my treasure in the heaven, looking for the 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearance of the 
great God, and ourSaywuc SeaM^CW^^-^nntcoT- 
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eting great things of the world, nor to continue 
long in it; but rather in care to ^et safe out of it, 
and desirous to be dissolved, and to be ever with 
the Lord. Even so, come Lord Jesus. Amm^ 
mATifien. 



ji Prayer for Perseverance and Grace to endure to the 

end. 

ETERNAL God, with whom is everlasting 
strength ! thou art able to keep dd from fall- 
ing, and to perform the good work begun in us, 
till the day of J esus Christ But Lord thou kno w- 
est how weak and mutable I am ; how wavering 
and bent to backsliding; how apt to decline and 
fall off^ after I have been set up, and put in a good 
hopeful way heavenward ; and in what danger 
still to undo myself, after all the great things 
which thou hast done for me. O Lord of love, 
have pity on my infirmities, and strengthen me in 
my weakness. Preserve me, thou blessed Guardi- 
an of thy people, who keepest the feet of thy 
saints; O preserve me from the danger of aposta- 
cy, and falling away from any good beginnings, 
to which thy grace has ever wrought me; and put 
thy fear in my heart, that I may not depart from 
thee. Make me so firmly thine, that nothing 
which befalls me in the world may ever part be- 
twixt thee and my soul ; and make me so resolute 
for thy service, that nothing which any can say 
or do, may interrupt me in, or take me off that 
way of life which is above to the wise, to depart 
from hell beneath. O let me not be of the num- 
ber of those that draw back to perdition ; but of 
that happy number who do believe, to the saving 
of the soul 

G Lwd (3f<»d ! thou hast begun to show thy se\!- 
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yant thy greatness ; and thy mighty hand ; go on,| 
I pray thee, to wort for the glory of thy name, 
and perfect that which concerns me* Thou hast 
been my help, leave me not, nor forsake me, 
God of my salvation ; but hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe, and I will have respect to thy sta- 
tutes continually. Stablish, O Lord, strengthen 
and settle me, and leave me no will nor power to 
resist the gracious designs and methods of thy 
love and mercy, for the healing and saving of my 
soul. And as I, by my frailty, still do renew my 
sins, gracious Lord, through thy mercy, renew 
me to repentance ; and though 1 fall, let me not 
be utterly cast down ; but uphold me with thy 
Almighty hand; preserve me to thy heavenly 
kingdom ; and keep me by the power of Goo, 
through faith to salvation. O make me so faith- 
ful until death, that thou mayest give to me the 
crown of life; so to endure to the end, that I may 
be saved ; that in the end of my life I may re- 
ceive the glorious consummation of all my hopes, 
that blessed end of my faith, the eternal salvation 
of my soul. Amen^ Amen. 

pmmmmmmmmmmm 

A Prayer in Prosperity. 

BLESSED God, rich in goodness and mer- 
cy ! thou art the portion of my inheritance 
and of my cup ; thou maintainest my lot The 
lines are fallen to me in pleasant places, and 1 
haf'e a goodly heritage. I abound and am full of 
thy good things, and surrounded on every side 
with thy mercies. And so thou makest my af- 
feiirs succeed to my mind, that I cannot but be 
pleased and satisfied with my condition, and de- 
sire with all the soul to acknowledge, and bless 
and praise thee, (ot oXV >\v^ ^'^^^I favours, 
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^wherein thou bast made me to difier. Glory be 
to thee, O Lord, who hast dealt so well with thy 
unworthy servant, and signalized me with such 
great and sundry blessings. But when thou hast 
made my mountain to stand strong, 1 must not 
say in my prosperity, I shall never be moved; 
wnereas, I know not what shall be on the mor- 
row, nor how soon the sun may be hid that now 
shines upon me. O Lord ! in the time of my 
health and peace and prosperity, help me to re- 
member, and provide K>r the time of trouble and 
sickness and death : when the world's enjoyments 
will shrink away from me, and prove utterly un. 
able to support and relieve me. Yea, because 
the prospenty of fools destroys them; and the 
gaining the world is the loss of so many souls ; 
and that men of the world have all their portion 
in this life, grant, O heavenly Father, that this 
Baay not be my portion; that I mny not Abuse the 
i^orld's good t/i mjr diohcmour, and my own undo- 
ing, nor turn the gifts of thy bounty into weapons 
of rebellion against thee, but use them in humi- 
lity and sobriety, and thy holy fear; doing the 
better service to thee, the greater obligations thou 
lay est upon me; yea, making many others to fare 
the better for such thy bounty to thy servant. O 
make me as willing, as thou hast made me able, 
to refresh the bowels of such as want what I do 
enjoy; and as freely to give as I have received; 
that riches may not be kept to my hurt, but laid 
out to do myself and others real good. — As I have 
opportunity, let me do good to all, especially to 
them who are of the household of faith. 

O gracious Lord ! take the snare out of my 
worldly enjoyments, and preserve me from the 
danger and destruction that so commonly attends 
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a full and prosperous condition; and ratht 
me out of idl mj earthly possessions, tha 
thej should lie in mj way, to stop me out 
heavenly kingdom. O let me not want the 
tion which thou ki^west needful to my sal 
and though thou makest me poor or giv< 
trouble, let me be contented and bless thy 
even taJsing away fi^m me as well as gi\ 
me. But whatever I have here to enjoy, 
me never set my heart upon it, nor trust 
certain riches, but in the ever-living Go( 
alone can be to my immortal soul, a never 
portion. O preserve me from the pride ai 

Setfiilness ofGod, and love of the world, t 
le vices and corruptions incident to a hi| 
plentiful estate : and let none of my abui 
or success in the jrorld, ever puff me up 
proud conceit of mvself, or a scornful disc 
pthers, or Wanton kicking against the Lord 
it not pull me from thee j but with the c( 
l^ve do thou draw me nearer to thee; an 
all my other plenty, my God, let me have t 
ness of thy grace, and be rich in good wor] 
with all my other successes, O that my so 
prosper, and be well in thy blessed favou 
made glad with saving mercy, and thy go 
ceptance of me in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Enlargement and Prosperity 

church. 

OGOD of all grace, who hast called 
this present evil world a chosen gene 
to know thy will, to seek thy face, to foil 
««^s, and to inherit thy glory; bless all tl 
pie every where, and cause thy face tc 
upim them; and so add to their number, I 
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le ends of the earth may remember themselves, 
id turn to the Lord, and see the salvation of our 
od. Call home to thee again thy once only peo- 
le the Jews ; and take the veil off their hearts, 
lat they may see and own their Messias; and let 
lat blood of Christ, which they imprecated upon 
leir heads, to their confusion, light on their hearts, 
I their conversion. Bring in the fulness of the 
entiles ; and give thy Son the heathen for his in- 
sritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for 
is possession. O give thy gospel a free and ef- 
ctual passage throughout the world, that it may 
e further propagated where it has not yet reach- 
3, and the joyful sound may be heard, even 
here Christ is not yet named ; and give such 
}od success to it, where it shines already, that 
1 who have received it may sincerely obey it; 
id every one who names the name of Christ, may 
jpart from iniquity ; and let their light shine he- 
re men, to the glory of our heavenly Father, 
id to the adorning of thy doctrine and advanc- 
g the religion of God our Saviour. 
Convince and convert both the professed ene- 
ies of Christ, and also the enemies of his own 
>use. Beat down all antichristian powers, both 
the false church, where Christianity is so 
ully corrupted; and also beyond the borders 
Christendom, where it is openly opposed, O 
ow unto them all the light of thy truth ; that 
ey may know it, as it is ^n Jesus, and expel 
eir prejudices, together with their darkness: 
id so bring them to receive thy truth in the love 
it, that they may be saved. O that the true re- 
^on of our Lord J esus may prevail powerfuUf t 
id gain more proselytes daily throughout tile 
>rla ; that Jerusalem may be the joy and praise 



buke and disgrace, may come to an end 
truth and peace, and holiness, may get 
credit and authority; and reign and Q 
the ends of the earth ; through the abund 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 



A Prayer for the Reformed Churches i 

BLESS, O Lord, in especial mannc 
churches that profess thy holy an 
truth. Protect them from the enemies 
evil will at Sion; preserve them in the 
restore to them peace where it is aot, 
tinue it to them where it is. Thou hat 
thy people hard things! thou hast mad 
drink the wine of astonishment : O how 
thy anger smoke against the sheep of th; 
make them glad according to the time 
thou hast afflicted them, and wherein 
seen adversity. Lord, how long shall tl 
triumph! How long shall they utter ai 
and take crafty counsel against thy pe 
consult afirainst thv hidden ones! Arisi 
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ances for Jacob. Arise for thy servant's help, and 
redeim them for thy mercy's sake. Let not the 
rod' <Jf the wicked rest updn the lot of the righte- 
oas ; but give a check and stop to the persecuting 
spirit that breaks in pieces thy people, O Lor$ 
and afflicts thy heritage. When such wicked ene^ 
mies come to eat them up, see them stumble and 
fall ; and let thy people never be ashamed. Yea, 
not only restrain the remainder of that wrath ; but 
so turn it as thou didst in the persecuting Saul, 
that the enemies and opposers of thy ways and 
servants may become lovers and followers of the 
same. 

i) hear the sighs and support the spirits, repair 
the breaches, and hasten the deliverance of thy 
servants, who suffer for the testimony of thy truth, 
and are persecuted for righteousness' sake: yea, 
for thy sake, are killed all the day long, and 
counted as sheep for the slaughter. O make thy 
face to shine upon thy servants; and redeem Is- 
rael out of all nis troubles. Be thou. Lord, a re- 
fuge for the oppressed ; a refuge in time of trouble; 
and come in to their succour; and make them a 
way to escape out of the hands of such unreason- 
able men, whose mercies are cruel. O break 
thou the arm of the wicked and evil man, and 
judge the oppressed, that the men of the earth 
may no more oppress. Show thy marvellous 
loving kindness, that thou savest by thy ri^ht 
hand them that trust in thee, from those that rise 
up against them. When their power is goQ0| 
make known thy own; and when there is none to 
help, reveal thy own arm to bring salvation. Such 
as are banished, and driven to seek their bread 
in strange countries, leaving all else behind them^ 
that they might take their religion along with thems 

Z 
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ever: and be as zealous for my God, as ever 1 
have been eager for the world; and as active in 
the pursuit oi things eternal, as I have- been to 
pursue the temporal ; tljat I may indeed give up 
myself to thy. service, and make it the mam care 
and business of my life ; so showing the sincerity 
of what I do profess, by that zeal and fervency, 
which is the life and soul of Christianity. O thou 
~ great Re warder of them that diligently seek thee! 
help me seriously to engage in thy service, and 
-«nweariedly to go through with it; not slothful in 
business, but fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 
exercising myself to godlmess, continuing watch- 
ful in prayer, keeping my heart with all duigence, 
ordenng my conversation with all usefulness, and 
running the race set before me with all cheer- 
fulness, full of life and spirit in thy work, and full 
of good deeds and fruits to thy honour, ever la- 
bouring to be accepted here to thy favour, and 
hereafter to thy glory. 

Yea» make me more zi^Alnns for thy honour, 
Lord, than for my own ; and whatever is injuri- 
ous and reproachful to thee, O let me hate it per- 
fectly, and oppose it strenuously, and yet with 
such prudence and kindness towards men, that I 
may not betray my own shame, in defending thy 
glory, nor let my zeal consume, but inflame my 
charity ; and put me upon doing all the good that 
ever I am able in my generation ; to serve the in- 
terest of my Lord, and to help forward the sal- 
vation of souls. O make me valiant for thy truth, 
and discreet in my conduct, that I may neither 
betray the holy cause by my fear, nor reproach 
it by my folly, O let me not spend my zeal and 
spirits for earthly, but for heavenly things; not 
for my own lust and Vioxvowt^ Wt for thy blessed 
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and pleasure; not in frivolous contentions, 
ut the little appendages and circumstantials of 
yion, but in pressing after the vital and substan- 
part; and in my concernment and endeavour 
ut the great unquestionable duties and quali- 
tions necessary to the saving of the soul. And 
it me thy grace, O Lord, to live novir so zea- 
ly to the glory of thy name, that I may come 
ve blessedly forever, in the glories of thy king- 
i ; not for the 6ake of my services, but of thy 
cies, whose gift is eternal life, through Jesus 
ist our Lord. Amen. 

^rayer against Worldliness^ and for a Heavenly 

J\lind, 

IHOU, O blessed God, art the only satisfy- 
ing portion and happiness of our souls, in 
►m alone the desires of our hearts may find 
rest and repose, which all the world else 
not give; but, alas, this world, and the things 
;, have had too much of my thoughts, and too 
;h of my heart, till I have grown remiss in my 
ctions, and cold in my love towards thee, my 
I, and those things above, which are most 
thy of my love. I have been eager in the 
3uit of vanities and trifling concerns of this 
sent time; but O how slack and flighty in that 
ch does most nearly and eternally concern 
! Intent upon this world, as if it would never 
; and forgetful of the next, as if it should never 
in. I have forsaken the Fountain of living wa- 
, to hew to myself the broken cistern^that can 
1 no water; disquieting myself in vain, seek- 
rest and finding none; because I have sought 
;re the precious treasure is not to be found. 
I so thou mightest, Lord, le^ve TCie \.o \v\vwS. 

Y2 
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my own wretched choice ; to eat of the fruit of 
my own way, and to be filled with my own de- 
vices ; giving me all my portion in this life, which 
I have so brutishly preferred before an infinitelj 
better; and shutting me out of that heavenly 
kingdom, which I have despised for the sake of 
this present world. 

But, O thou Father of mercies! forgive me 
all the defects of my love to thee, and all the I 
excesses of my love to earthly things; and so j 
moderate my desires after these inferior goods, : 
that instead of doating uj^on the world, I maj 
covet earnestly the best gifts, and seek first thy 
kingdom and its righteousness; esteeming godli- 
ness the greatest gain, and all things else but loss 
and dung, for the love of Christ, and the glories \ 
of heaven. O show me so much of those great 
and glorious things of the world to come, as maj 
dull and deaden my affections to the things of 
this present world, and crucify the world to me, 
and me to the world; that it may lose the great 
force which it has had upon me; that I maybe 
more disengaged and loosened from it, and more 
enamoured with, and intent upon the things above, 
where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God, 
which will fully satisfy and never fail me. let 
me not debase my heavenly soul, to lie grovelling 
and rooting in the earth, and licking the dust, as 
if I were all flesh, and had nothing to do, but to 
trudge for the vile body. O may I less mind 
earthly things, and despise the most tempting en- 
joyments of this world, for the love of my Lord, 
and the hope of his glory. May my heart be 
with my treasure in the heaven, looking for the 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearance of the 
^reat God, and our SavVoxxt I^^wa Christ ; not cov- 
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^ting great things of the world, nor to continue 
ong in it; but rather in care to eei safe out of it, 
ind desirous to be dissolved, and to be ever with 
the Lord. Even so, come Lord Jesus. Amm^ 



A Prayer for Perseverance and Grace to endure to the 

end. 

ETERNAL God, with whom is everlasting 
strength ! thou art able to keep Qs from fall- 
ing, and to perform the good work begun in us, 
till the day of J esus Christ But Lord thou kno w- 
est how weak and mutable I am ; how wavering 
and bent to backsliding; how apt to decline and 
fall off^ after I have been set up, and put in a good 
hopeful way heavenward ; and in what danger 
still to undo myself, after all the great things 
which thou hast done for me. O Lord of love, 
have pity on my infirmities, and strengthen me in 
my weakness. Preserve me, thou blessed Guardi- 
an of thy people, who keepest the feet of thy 
saints; O preserve me from the danger of aposta- 
cy, and falling away from any good beginnings, 
to which thy grace has ever wrought me; and put 
thy fear in my heart, that I may not depart from 
thee. Make me so firmly thine, that nothing 
which befalls me in the world may ever part be- 
twixt thee and my soul ; and make me so resolute 
for thy service, that nothing which any can say 
or do, may interrupt me in, or take me off that 
way of life which is above to the wise, to depart 
from hell beneath. O let me not be of the num- 
ber of those that draw back to perdition ; but of 
that happy number who do believe, to the saving 

of the soidi^; 
O JtfUrd God I thou hast begun to sVloyt VJk^ ^^x- 
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vant fhy greatness ; and thy mighty hand ; go on,! 
J pray thee, to work for the glory of thy name, 
and perfect that which concerns me. Thou hast 
been my help, leave me not, nor forsake me, 
God of my salvation ; but hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe, and I will have respect to thy sta- I 
tutes continually. Stablish, O Lord, strengthen 
and settle me, and leave me no will nor power to 
resist the gracious designs and methods of ihy 
love and mercy, for the healing and saving of mj 
Boul. And as I, by my frailty, still do renew my 
sins, gracious Lord, through thy mercy, renew 
me to repentance; and though I fall, let me not 
be utterly cast down; but uphold me with Ihj 
Almighty hand; preserve me to thy hcavenlj' 
kingdom; and keep me by the power of God, 
through faith to salvation. O make me so faith- 
ful until death, that thou mayest give to me the 
crown of life ; so to endure to the end, that I may 
be saved; that in the end of my life I may re- 
ceive the glorious consummation of all my hopes, 
that blessed end of my faith, the eternal salvation 
of my soul. Jtmen, Amen. 

Ji Prayer in Prosperity. 

BLESSED God, rich in goodness and mer- 
cy! thou art the portion of my inheritance 
and of my cup; thou maintainest my lot. The 
linos are fallen to me in pleasant places, and 1 
hare a goodly heritage. I abound and am full of 
thy good things, and surrounded on every side 
with thy mercies. And so thou makest my af- 
iairs succeed to my mind, that I cannot but be 
pleased and satisfied with my condition, and de- 
sire with all the soul lo acknowledge, and bless 
and praise thee, for a\\ vVy s-^ecvA ^■»j<a>M=j^ 
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wherein thou hast made me to differ. Glory be 
to thee, O Lord, who hast dealt so well with thy 
unworthj servant, and signalized me with such 
great and sundry blessings. But when thou hast 
made mj mountain to stand strong, I must not 
say in my prosperity, 1 shall never be moved; 
whereas, 1 know not what shall be on the mor- 
row, nor how soon the sun may be hid that now 
shines upon me. O Lord ! in the time of my 
health and peace and prosperity, help me to re- 
member, and provide for the time of trouble and 
sickness and death; when the world's enjoyments 
will shrink away from me, and prove utterly un- 
able to support and relieve me. Yea, because 
the prosperity of fools destroys them; and the 
gaining the world is the loss of so many souls; 
and that men of the world have all their portion 
in this life, grant, O heavenly Father, that this 
may not be my portion ; that I may nnt abuse the 
world's gond fn my Jluhcinour, and my own undo- 
ing, nor turn the gifts of thy bounty into weapons 
of rebellion against thee, but use them in humi- 
lity and sobriety, and thy holy fear; doing the 
better service to thee, the greater obligations thou 
layest upon me; yea, making many others to fare 
the better for such thy bounty to thy servant. O 
make me as willing, as thou hast made me able, 
to refresh the bowels of such as want what I do 
enjoy; and as freely to give as I have received; 
that riches may not be kept to my hurt, but laid 
out to do myself and others real good, — As I have 
opportunity, let me do good to all, especially to 
them who are of the household of faith, 

O gracious Lord ! take the snare out of my 
worldly enjoyments, and preserve me from the 
danger and destruction that so commoiA-j a.V\.e(A.'»i 
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a full and prosperous condition; and ralher lurnl 
me out of all iny earthly possessions, than thai I 
they should lie in my way, to stop me out of Hi; I 
heavenly kingdom. O let me not want the afflic- ' 
tion which thou knowest needful to my salvation; 1 
and though thou makesl me poor or givest me I 
trouble, let me be contented and bless thy name; 1 
even taking away from me as well as giving to 1 
me. But whatever I have here to enjoy, O let ' 
me never set my heart upon it, nor trust in un- 
certain riches, but in the ever-living God, who 
alone can be toray immortal soul, a never failing 
portion. O preserve me from the pride and for- 
getfulness of God, and ioveofthe world, and all 
the vices and corruptions incident to a high and 
plentiful estate: and let none of my abundance 
or success in the world, ever puff me up with a 
proud conceit of myself, or a scornful disdain of 
Others, or wanton kicking against the Lord. O iei 
it not pull me from thee ; bet with the cord? oi 
love do thou draw me nearer to thee; and with 
all my other plenty, my God, let me have the ful- 
ness of thy grace, and be rich in good works, anti 
with all my other successes, O that my soul maj 
prosper, and be well in thy blessed favous, anil 
made glad with saving mercy, and thy good ac- 
ceptance of me in Jesus Christ. Amm. 

A Prayer for the Enlargement and Prosperity of the 
Church. 

OGOD of all grace, who hast called out ot 
this present evil world a chosen generatioi>. 
to know thy will, to seek thy face, to follow tliT 
ways, and to inherit thy glory; bless all thy peo- 
ple every where, and cause thy face to shine 
upon them; and eo add i.olVieK Tvutabev, that all 
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the ends of the earth may remember themselves, 
mnd turn to the Lord, and see the salvation of our 
God. Call home to thee again thy once only peo- 
ple the Jews; and take the veil off their hearts, 
that they may see and own their Messias; and let 
^at blood of Christ, which they imprecated upon 
their heads, to their confusion, light on their hearts, 
to their conversion. Bring in the fulness of the 
Gentiles; and give thy Son the heathen for his in- 
heritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for 
his possession. O give Ihy gospel a free and ef- 
fectual passage throughout the world, that it may 
be further propagated where it has not yet reach- 
ed, and the joyful sound may be heard, even 
where Christ is not yet named ; and give such 
good success to it, where it shines already, that 
all who have received it may sincerely obey it; 
and every one who names the name of Christ, may 
depart from iniquity ; and let their light shine be- 
fore men, to the glory of our heavenly Father, 
and to the adorning of thy doctrine and advanc- 
ing the religion of God our Saviour. 

Convince and convert both the professed ene- 
txiies of Christ, and also the enemies of his own 
house. Beat down all antichristian powers, both 
in the false church, where Christianity is so 
foully corrupted; and also beyond the borders 
of Christendom, where it is openly opposed. O 
^how unto them all the light of thy truth ; that 
they may know it, as it is 'in Jesus, and expel 
their prejudices, together with their darkness: 
and so bring them to receive thy truth in the love 
of it, that they may be saved. O that the true re- 
ligion of our Lord J esus may prevail powerfullyt 
and gain more proselytes daily throughout the 
world ; that Jerusalem may be the joy and praise 
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of the whole earth ; and that we may see the goc . 
of it all the days of our life ! and O that all the! 
errors, both iu judgment and practice, the here- 
Bies of doctrine, and the ungodliness of life, maj 
be more and more exposed and confounded, and 
suppressed, till they be utterly abolished! thai I 
the wickedness of the wicked, being under re- 
buke and disgrace, may come to an end; and thai | 
truth and peace, and hoHness, may get still more 
credit and authority; and reign and flourish to 
the ends of the earth ; through the abundant grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. jStneii. 

Jl Prayer for the Reformed Churches abroad, 

BLESS, O Lord, in especial manner, all the 
churches that profess thy holy and eternal 
truth. Protect them from the enemies that have 
evil will at Sion; preserve Ihera in the faith, and 
restore to them peace where it is wut, and con- 
tinue it to them where it is. Thou hast showed 
thy people hard things! thou hast made them to 
drink the wine of astonishment : O how long shall 
thy anger smoke against the sheep of thy pasture! 
make them glad according to the time wherein 
thou hast afflicted them, and wherein they have 
seen adversity. Lord, how long shall the wicked 
triumph! How long shall they utter and speak, 
and take crafty counsel against thy people, and 
consult against thy hidden ones! Arise, O God, 
plead thy own cause; remember how the foolisti 
man blasphemeth thee daily ! Help, Lord, for the 
godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail fron 
among the children of men. O that thou wouldfii 
arise and have mercy upon Sion; and that tht 
time to favour her, the set time, were come' 
Thou art our Ring, O God ; command deliver 



For the Reformed Churches abroad. 265> 

ances for Jacob. Arise for thj servant^s help, and 
redMm them for thy mercy's sake. Let not the 
ro& df the wicked rest upon the lot of the righte- 
oas ; but give a check and stop to the persecuting 
spirit that breaks in pieces thy people, O Lor^ 
and afflicts thy heritage. When such wicked ene» 
mies come to eat them up, see them stumble and 
fall ; and let thy people never be ashamed. Yea, 
not only restrain the remainder of that wrath ; but 
so turn it as thou didst in the persecuting Saul, 
that the enemies and opposers of thy ways and 
servants may become lovers and followers of the 
same. 

i) hear the sighs and support the spirits, repair 
the breaches, and hasten the deliverance of thy 
servants, who suffer for the testimony of thy truth, 
and are persecuted for righteousness' sake : yea, 
for thy sake, are killed all the day long, and 
counted as sheep for the slaughter. O make thy 
face to shine upon thy servants; and redeem Is- 
rael out of all his troubles. Be thou, Lord, a re- 
fuge for the oppressed; a refuge in time of trouble; 
and come in to their succour; and make them a 
way to escape out of the hands of such unreason- 
able men, whose mercies are cruel. O break 
thou the arm of the wicked and evil man, and 
judge the oppressed, that the men of the earth 
may no more oppress. Show thy marvellous 
loving kindness, that thou savest by thy right 
hand them that trust in thee, from those that rise 
up against them. When their power is gope^ 
make known thy own; and when there is none to 
help, reveal thy own arm to bring salvation. Such 
as are banished, and driven to seek their bread 
in strange countries, leaving all else behind them^ 
that they might take their religion along with them^ 
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Lord, grant them to find favour with those amoog t 
whom they are scattered; and of thy fatherly care, 
provide for them; and, in thy good time restore 
them to their possessions, and to sure habitations, 
and quiet resting places. Or if thou wilt not 
abate them the troubles on earth, yet Lord, let 
theirs be the kingdom of heaven. For the out- 
ward comforts which they have lost, O give them 
heavenly joys within, and everlasting consola- 
tions. And by their persecution and dispersion, 
prepare them for, and conduct and hasten them 
lo the blessed rest, which remains for thy peo- 
ple, and the more glorious rewards in those hea- 
venly mansions above, where such as die in the 
Lord rest from their labours, and their works fol- 
low tiiem. That there, out of the reach of all 
disturbance and danger, they may sing thy praiee 
for evermore. Amen. 

A Prayer for our Church. 

BLESSED be thy name, O Lord our God, 
who hast called us to be thy people; and 
caused Ihe day-spring from on high to visit us, 
and the light of thy gospel to shine upon us. 
Thou hast sent to us the word of salvation; and 
made thy holy religion to be our birth-right, and 
the professed religion of our nation. Thou hast 
not been deficient in kindness to us, gracious 
Lord; but O how short have we come of out 
duty which we owe to thee, our God! Great 
things still, time after time, thou hast done in our 
behalf: but O how little have we done in thy ser- 
vice; and how much against thy holy, good and 
righteous laws! We have long experienced thy 
care and kindness, as the vineyard of the Lord; 
which ihj right hand has planted ! Thou hast 
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hedged us about with thy providence, digged and 
pruned us withthy judgments, watered and re- 
freshed us with thy mercies ; and justly mightest 
thou, after all, expect the good fruits from us. 
But alas ! our greatest fruitfulness has been in the 
briers and thorns of contention, and the unfruit- 
ful works of darkness, to dishonour the blessed 
name by which we are called, and to affront the 
heavenly goodness, whereby we have been ob- 
liged. So unworthy have we walked of our holy 
vocation, and so little is it to be seen among us 
how much thou hast done for us, that we must 
confess, O Lord, thou mightest justly take away 
the gospel of the kingdom from us, and give to 
another people, that should bring forth fruits 
more worthy of it, and more answerable to it, 
than we have done. 

But, O gracious, long-suffering God, who in 
judgment hast ever remembered mercy towards 
us ! enter not so into judgment with us, for our 
unmindfulness of thee, and our boldness with 
thee ; our barrenness under all the means of grace, 
our ingratitude for the most precious benefits, 
and our abuses of the innumerable blessings, and 
favours pertaining to this life and a better, which 
we so long have enjoyed; nor remember our sins 
against us ; but remember thy own tender mer- 
cies, and loving kindnesses, which have been ever 
of old. O say not of this land, thou hast no plea- 
sure in it; but return, we beseech thee, O God of 
hosts; look down from heaven, behold and visit 
this vineyard, and the branch which thou makest 
strong for thyself Be thou as a wall of fire about 
our church, to check the malice, and break the 
forces of all that would invade the peace, Corrupt 
the purity, and destroy the prosperity of it. And 
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be thou as a reBner's fire, and like fuller's soap 
in the midst of us, to purge away our dross, and 
to purifj us yet more from all remaining errors 
and corruptions; that righteousness may be the 
foundation of the walls of our church, and peace 
the ornament of her palaces. 

O raay that right hand of thine which does va- 
liantly, work wonders for our safety. Especially, 
be thou pleased. Lord, to work such a holy re- 
formation upon us, that we may be a truly reform- 
ed people, as well as so called ; a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works; a people eminent for thai 
righteousness which exalts a nation ; that thou, 
the righteous Lord, who lovest righteousness, 
mayest bless us, and with favour compass us as 
■with a shield ; and cause thy anger towards us to 
cease; and rejoice over us to do us good. After 
all the methods for our good, that we have resist- 
ed. O wliiil sli 11 we ask, but that tlioti ivould^t 
be pleased, O Lord our God, to do for us, what 
thou knowest eflfectual to reclaim and save us? 
and after all the grace of God that we have re- 
ceived in vain, O give us the grace which we 
may not withstand or abuse, but comply with it. 
to make us such as thou wouldsthave us; and to 
secure to us all thy saving mercies in Jesus Christ, 
our blessed Lord, and only Saviour, .'^men. 

The jyfagislrate's Prayer. 

OTHOU great and supreme Ruler of all the 
world ! by whom all the governors on earth 
are set up, to restrain the unruly, and to favour 
thy people; though thou needest not the services 
of men or angels to assist thee; but canst imme- 
diately, by thyself, do whatever thou pleasest in 
heaven and in earth, with the least word of Xhj 
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mouth, with the least motion of thy will, yet thou 
art pleased to honour some of thy creatures as 
thy vicegerents, and to order and govern the sons 
of men, by those of their own kind, exalting some 
chosen out of the people, to preside and rule over 
the rest. Me thou hast called, Lord, to this 
honour, and hast been pleased to set me above 
the common lot of men, as one of the little repre- 
sentatives of thy blessed self. O King of glory ! 
I wilt exalt thee, who has vouchsafed to raise me, 
and as thou hast made me to difTer from others in 
this dignity, so make me to excel in every praise- 
worthy property. O that I may represent not only 
thy power and majesty, but thy wisdom and holi- 
ness, thy truth and goodness, thy justice and mer- 
cy. O that I may retain a lowly mind in my high 
station, and not forget or lift up myself, nor insult 
over my poor inferiors : but, like the great God, 
who despises not any, may i condescend to men 
of low estate ; and without respect of persons, 
judge according to every man's work; yea, de- 
light to rescue and succour the injured and op- 
pressed ; to deliver the needy when he cries, the 
poor also, and him that has no helper. 

O! may I rather fear my accounts, than be 
proud of my office ; and in the fear of the Lord, 
let me ever be careful to execute that which is 
righteous in the sight of God; arid with all faith- 
fulness to discharge my trust, as one that must be 
judged myself and find the same measure with 
which I mete. And seeing the eyes of all are 
upon me, and my place exposes me the more to 
common notice, and my example has a greater 
mfluence than that of a private ordinary man ; O 
make me Lord, the more vigilant and cautious in 
the inspection of myself and the orderiu^ of m\ 

Z2 
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conversation aright; that I may not embolden 
others to commit such wickedness as I ought to 
punish, nor lead people into the sin and ruin 
which I should help to save them from; nor be a 
scandal and grief of heart to the holj followers 
of Jesus, whom I am set up to patronize, and 
comfort; hut let my conversation he such, as 
shall put to confusion dissolute and exorbitant 
sinners, as well as my justice strike terror into 
the evil-doers. O make me a hearty lover of all 
good men, and one that honours them who fear 
the Lord. Make me ever ready and forward to 
defend, and countenance, and encourage the gene- 
ration of thy children, such as live godly in Christ 
Jesus. And let me witli courage exert nay au- 
thority i[i a zealous vindication of thy glory; and 
in asserting the rights, and promoting the growth 
and advancement of thy true and holy religion. 
O that the honour of thy name, and the interest 
of thy kingdom, and the welfare of thy church 
and chosen, may he ever next my heart, that 
above all things I may seek the things of Jesus 
Christ ; and truly and indifferently minister justice 
to the punishment of wickedness and vice, and to 
the maintenance of thy true religion and virtue. 
And all the power and interest that I have in the 
world, O may I so lay it out, for the service of thj 
holy truth, and set forward the blessed design of 
the gospel of thy dear Son, that after my advance- 
ment here, I may not be thrown down hereafter; 
nor receive the dreadful doom, for betraying my 
trust, and abusing my authority; but may appear 
with comfort and joy before my Judge, whose 
holy cause I espoused and advanced; and wiiose 
faithful servants I sheltered and cherished, and 
showed the greatest kindness to them; and with 
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them may be raised at the last to that highest of 
all bliss and glory, which shall endure for ever- 
more. Amen. 

A Prayer for all our Bishops, Pastors, and JWinisters, 

OLORD, most high, the glorious head of all 
the church ! who hast appointed various 
offices in it, for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the ediijing of the body 
of Christ; bless in especial manner all tliose 
whom thou hast sent to bless the people in thy 
name; and make all our spiritual fathers careful 
and tender nursing fathers of the church. Grant 
them knowledge and grace, both to manage them- 
selves, and order their conversation aright; and 
also to watch for souls, and feed the flock of God, 
and take the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind; caring for all committed to their charge, 
and giving to every one his portion indue season: 
that they may rightly divide thy word, and speak 
it as they ought to speak, and do thy work as thy 
workmen, that need not be ashamed. O make 
them skilful and faithful in their sacred callings, 
and successful and happy in their good endea- 
vours to promote the knowledge and love of thy 
truth, and all tlie duties of a holy Hfe. And let 
both their example and their doctrine be such, eb 
shall help to save themselves and those that hear 
them. O that they may speak as the oracles of 
God, in demonstration ofthe spirit and of power; 
and that they may show themselves patterns of all 
the good things which they preach to others; not 
prostitutirtg their holy calling to serve the inte- 
rests and lusts of men; but conscientiously dis- 
charging it, to the glory of their Lord '. not. 
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walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of 
God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth, 
commending themselves to every man's con- 
science, in the sight of God; and being so good 
eiisamples to the flock, that having preached to 
others, themselves may not be castaways, but ex- 
perience the joy of that salvation which thej 
preach; and when the chief Shepherd shall ap- 
pear, receive the crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. 

Though the world hates, and the devil opposes 
them, and even many that should encourage theit 
labours, do but strive to weaken their hands, and 
afflict ttieir hearts, O great and good Lord! do 
thou show thy own strength, to accomplish tbj 
own work. Open a wide door to the gospel, and 
defeat all opposition; stop the mouths of false 
prophets, and drive away ravenous wolves from 
the (lock, and give ftiem faithful pa?lor?. And 
Lord, crown the endeavours of thy messengers 
with thy heavenly blessing; that they may be 
mighty through God, to pull down the strongholds 
of sin; and to edify and build up thy church in 
the true fear and love of God, and in the righi 
knowledge and faith of our Lord Jesus Chrisl. 
And because wise men die, and cannot bequeath 
their learning and talents unto others: to supply 
breaches made upon us by their mortality, ble^s 
our universities, and all the schools and nurse- 
ries of good learning and true religion in the land, 
that they may send forth men able and apt to 
serve thee in church and state; and to oblige the 
world, by doing good in their generations, and 
showing people the way to be happy both here 
and ever. Amen. 
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The Author'' s Prayer for himself as a Minister. 

O BLESSED JesuB, my Lord and my God! 
what bigh honour hast ihou done rac in call' 
iiig me to the office which thou wast pleased to 
take upon thyself! who camest not to be minis- 
tered to, but to minister, and to preach the gos- 
pel of the kingdom, and teach the way of salva- 
tion. All glory be to thee, who has been pleas- 
ed so to dignify me; butasthou thyself, the head 
of the corner, art to some a stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offence; so thy messengers are to 
them that perish, the savour of death unto death, 
as well as to them that are saved, the savour of 
life unto life. And if thy wise and holy servant 
asked. Who is sufficient for these things? Well 
may I, a weak and sinful wretch, tremble under 
the work of the ministry, lest the blood of those 
that perish,throughmyneglect and default, should 
be required at my hands, and lest when I have 
showed others the way to heaven, I myself should 
be shut out : but I look unto thee, O Lord, my life, 
my strength and my Redeemer, who hast appoint- 
ed me in this station, to accomplish me also for it. 

ttiou that ordainest strength out of the mouths 
of babes and sucklings, magnify thy power in my 
weakness; and show thyself so graciously and 
mightily on my behalf, that I may do all things as 

1 ought, through- Christ strengthening me. O let 
me learn from thee what I shall teach concerning 
thee. Open my understanding, O Lord, that I 
may well understand the scriptures, and rightly 
divide the word of truth; and be able, by sound 
doctrine, both to exhort and convince the gain- 
sayers. O put such thoughts into my mind, and 
"uch words into mymoutn,tbat out of the abn^^ 
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dance of my heart, my mouth may speak to tie \ ' 
glory of thy name, and to the edification of those i 
unto whom I make my application. O make m( 
wise to win souls, and watchful over them, as one '■ 
that must give an accoui.t of them; not entangling 
myself in the aflTairs of this hfe, but waiting on mr 
ministry; taking heed to myself, and to my doc- 
trine; studying to show myself approved of God, 
and thoroughly furnished to every good work. 
Give me skill and conduct, prudently to steer my 
course through all difficulties in my way ; and give 
me patience and courage to withstand all assaulls 
and opposition which I have to encounter. 
my Lord, be with me, and guide me, and help 
me, and strengthen and succour me, now and al- 
ways, in the great work lying upon me. Open to 
me a door of utterance, that I may speak thj 
■word as I ought to speak; and make me faithful ' 
and diligent, and successful in mysarred calling; 
doing thy work as thy workman, tiiat need not bp 
ashamed; not preaching myself, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord; nor seeking the praise of men, but the 
honour of my God; yea, make me an example of 
all the holy properties, and praise worthy prac- 
tices which I preach to others ; that I may not laj 
upon them the burdenswhichi refuse tc bear mj- 
self; but go before them in the ways which thej 
are to follow ; holding forth the word of life in my 
conversation, as well as in my doctrine; that 1 
may shine with a convincing light to them, and 
not lay a stumbling block before them; neither 
making the heart ofthe righteous sad, nor strength- 
ening the hands of the wicked; nor giving just of- 
fence to any, but approving myself as far as I am 
able, useful and beneficial unto all ; keeping un- 
der my body, and bringing it into subjection, lest 
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that by any means, when I have preached to others, 
I myself should be a castaway. 

And, O thou that givest the increase, command 
a blessing, I pray thee, upon all my studies and 
endeavours, that I may not spend my strength for 
naught, nor labour in vain ; but that I may make 
ftiU proof of my ministry, and be instrumental, 
through thy grace, to convert the unconverted, 
and to build up them that are in any measure 
sanctified; and so to save myself, and those that 
hear me, that when I have finished my course, I 
may give an account of my stewardship with joy, 
and not with grief; and receive the crown of 
righteousness at thy hands, not for my merits, but 
for thy mercies' sake. Jlmen. Jlmen. 

A Prayer for a Blessing upon the Societies confede" 
rate to promote Reformation of Manners. 

O RIGHTEOUS Lord ! thou lovest riffhteous- 
ness, and thy countenance does behold the 
upright. Thou favourest them that espouse the 
righteous cause, and wilt for ever glorify such as 
tarn many to righteousness. Thou hast not only 
commanded us to be holy, and to walk circum- 
spectly ourselves, but also to show our concern 
for the souls of others ; to contend for the faith, 
and contend with the wicked, and not sufier sin 
upon our brother ; but applying our endeavours 
to convert the sinner from the error of his ways ; 
and to recover those out of the snare of the devil, 
who have been taken captive by him at his will. 
Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth, and the 
faithful fail from among the children of men; 
even all seek their own ; and O how few the things 
that are Jesus Christ's ! Arise, O God, and plead 
thy own cause; and be with them that rise up 
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against the evil doers, and that strive to do good ' 
to this present evil world, hy a merciful severitj, 
to restrain the utirulj from undoing themselves; 
and by executing judgment, to stay the plague 
and wrath gone out from the Lord against U3 all. 
Plead their cause, O Lord, with them that strive 
with them, and stand up for their help; and stop 
the way against them that persecute them; ana I 
make them successful to promote the honour of ' 
thy great name, and the interest of thy holy reli- 
gion. 

O thatnone of the correctors of others may de- 
serve like censure themselves! but that they 
may all be blameless and harmless; the sons of 
God without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse nation, among whom they may shine 
as lights in the world. O give them a fender Jove 
to the souls of men ; a zeal according to know- 
ledge, anil prudent conduct to walk in wisdom's 
ways towards them that are without. And give 
them good courage to endure the contradiclion 
of sinners, and count it a small thing to be judged 
of man's judgment, and help them in their pa- 
tience to possess their souls, and in meekness lo 
instruct those that oppose themselves; and make 
the weapons of their warfare mighty through 
God, to the pulling down of strong holds. And 
so speed them with thy heavenly blessing, that 
how small soever was their beginning, their lat- 
ter end may greatly increase. O let them go 
forth in thystrength, and prevail and prosper, as 
the blessed of the Lord. 

Though we are cast into the dregs of time, 
when godliness declines, and iniquity abounds; 
and almost all abominations grow daring and 
impudent: yet, thou, Lord, that dost marvellous 
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things, can bring light out of darkness; and when 
thou pleasest, canst change the face of evil times. 
Yea, glorious things are spoken of the last day ; 
and th J word foretels such a holy and happy stale 
of things, even upon earth, as this sinful and 
wretched world does not yet seem to have been 
blest with 

O when shall it be Lord ; when shall judgment 
return to righteousness, and all the upright in 
heart follow it ? O when shall the wickedness of 
the wicked come to an end ? and profaneness and 
lewdness, debauchery and immorality, intempe- 
rance and extravagance, be put to confusion; 
and all iniquity stop her mouth, and the righteous 
flourish, and Jerusalem be the joy and praise of 
the whole earth! 

The Lord hasten it in his time; and in the mean 
while give a check from heaven to the floods of 
ungodliness, that have lifted up their voice and 
their waves; and say to those proud waters. 
Hither shall ye go, and no further ! 

O cherish and prosper all good beginnings, 
and all hopeful proceedings for the furtherance 
of piety, and for the advancement of thy glory. 
Make magistrates and ministers, and all orders 
of men vigilant and diligent in keeping their own 
hearts, and ordering their own conversations 
aright; and also to set forward, what in them lies 
the reformation and edification of thy neighbours; 
that all may account it not only their duly,, but 
their honour and pleasure, to have their hands in* 
this blessed glorious work, and may do it hearti- 
ly, as to the Lord; to the bettering of the world, 
and to the rejoicing of all that, in sincerity, do 
love our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

2A 
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A Prayer for our Benefactors. 

I DESIRE with all thankfulness to acknow- 
ledge thy loving kindness, O Lord my God, | 
thpt thou hast given me so many comforts, and 
raised rae up so many friends, and helps in ihe 
world. It is Ihou, Lord, who hast the hearts of 
all in thy hands, that tuniest the hearts of any 
to show rae favour, and to do rae good. Thej 
are but the instruments and means of convey- 
ance; but thou art the blessed Author and ori- 
ginal Fountain of all the kindness: to thee, 
therefore, where alone it is due, I give the glorj 
and offer the sacrifice of praise. But for them, 
whom thou hast enabled, and also inclined lo 
benefit and pleasure mc, I am obliged to offer 
ap the sacrifice of my prayers. O be thou kind 
to thera, Lord, as they have been kind to me: 
refjTsh llifir bowels, ^s they have refreshed 
mine ; and requite their love, and all their en- 
dearing offices of friendship sevenfold into their 
bosoms. Make me studious ever to approve my- 
self grateful; and ready to make all fitting returns 
in my power. And be thou pleased, O blessed 
God, infinitely good, to reward them where I can- 
not: yea, turn all the advantages! have had from 
them to their own greatest advantage. And for 
their goodness and their kind favours give them 
not only temporal mercies, but heavenly bless- 
ings, and everlasting consolations. O give them 
Christ, and all the good things of thy Spirit that 
accompany salvation ; yea, give them thy own self, 
Lord, who art all in all, to be their blessed glo- 
rious portion for evermore. Amen. 
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•/4 Prayer for our pioW Friends. 

GLORY be to thee, O Lord, for thy grace, 
discovered upon any of my friends. O how 
great is thy goodness, which thou hast -laid up 
for them that fear thee, which thou hast wrought 
for them that trust in thee, before the sons of 
men. Save thy people, and bless thy inheritance : 
feed them also, and lift them up for ever. Let 
none that wait on thee, O Lord, be ashamed ; but 
let all that seek thee, rejoice and be glad in 
thee, and ever have cause to say, the Lord be 
magnified who has pleasure in the prosperity, of 
his servants. O do good to them that are up- 
right in their heart And continue thy loving 
kindness. Lord, to all such as have chose the bet- 
ter part$ andt still desire to know, and fear and^* 
love thee more, and to serve and please thee bet- 
ter. O answer them in the wishes of their hearts^ 
whose hearts thou knowest to be set upon the 
increase of thy grace and perfecting holiness in 
thy fear. Lead them on from strength to strength, 
from one degree of saving knowledge and grace 
to another; till, from shining here as lights in the 
world, they come to shine as the stars, and as 
the brightness of the firmament, in the kingdom 
of their Father, for ever and ever. And while 
they are in the world, O do thou keep them, good 
Lord, from the evil of it; and bless and prosper 
all their designs and endeavours, to do still more 
and more good in it; that all about them may be 
the betterfor them, and that themselves, when 
come to the end of their pilgrimage here, may de- 
part in peace, and hope, and joy; and find their 
grace exchanged for the crown of glory that 
iadelh not away; among all the redeemed qavI 
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blessed of the Lord, where they will admire and I 
enjoy tliy love, and extol and magnify thy name 1 
for evermore. Amen. 

A Prayer for our Friend whose Soul we fear to ht 
in a dangerous CondiUon. 

OLORD, it was a mighty concernment upon 
the spirit of thy holy apostle, that made 
him declare, he had i;rml heaviness and continmi 
sorrow in his heart, ana could wish himself accursed 
from Christ, for his brethren, his kinsmen., according 
to the flesh: and somewhat like to this, tliou know- 
est I feel in myself, with reference to some of my 

relations, especially ray poor friend , 

who seems to be even in the gall of bitterness am 
the bond ofinifjuity : setting himself in a way that 
is far from good, and lying under the danger to 
be for ever ios'i, O what shall I do for him ? and 
how shall 1 apply myself to be helpful to him.'' ( 
would betiiughtof God; and I desire to learn wis- 
dom of thee, my Lord, and to be enabled by thj 
grace, to use the methods and expedients that 
shall be most probable and successful to wort 
upon him, and to do him good. O instruct roe 
in the way that [ shall take, and assist and bless 
me i[i the means and endeavours I shall use to 
attain this desirable end. 

Yea, thou great Almighty God, who workest 
all in all, and canst do whatever thou pleasest, 
to enlighten the darkest mind, to fashion tlie hard- 
est hearts, conquer tlie stubbornest will and to 
turn even the most hopeless sinners to thyself; 
O be thou pleased to show the irresislable effi- 
cacy of thy heavenly grace in the case that is so 
sad, and worthy of thyself to relieve. Be pleased, 
OLord, to break in powerfully upon him^ and dis- 
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cover to him what is amiss with him : and make 

him to know the danger of his sins, and in what 

condition his soul is. And open, Lord, his eyes, 

and soften his heart, and turn his course, and 

break the force of his temptations; and so make 

him a way to escape out of the enemy's hands; 

that even the dead may hear the voice of the Son 

of God and live. That the presumptuous may 

be startled, and the secure awakened, and he that 

is so far gone yet recovered : Yea, that the lost 

sheep may be brought home, and the sinner so 

repent and be converted, that his sins may be 

blotted out, and his soul be thoroughly healed, 

and mercifully accepted, and eternally saved. 

O gracious God, thou hast no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but art reconcilable in the 
Son of thy love, to the very worst of thy enemies, 
and not willing that any should perish. O what 
profit is there in his blood ! how shall the dead 
and damned praise thee ? Lord* of all power and 
mercy, get thee glory in his recovery. O speak 
the word, and thy sinful creature shall live, and 
for ever bless thy name. Dear Father, for- 
give him all the evil thoughts and devices of his 
heart, and all the offensive wicked carriage of 
his life. Forgive him all his sins of omission and 
commission; and bring him out of all the ways of 
wickedness and ruin, into which he hath struck 
out; O bring him at last, with purpose of heart, 
to resign and give up himself to the Lord: and 
make him diligent to retrieve himself, and full of 
care for his soul, and very conscientious and zeal- 
ous in all the practices of piety and honesty, and 
charity and sobriety ; whereby he may approve 
himself to be trulv cbanfi:ed and quite another 
2 A2 
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manner of person than he baa beeh, in^ all holy 
conversation and godliness. 

O graoi bim an inberitarice among tbem that 
are sanctmed, tbrougb faitb in Cbrist Jesus; and 
send down that rene;wing grace into bis heart, 
which may be there as a well of water, springing 
op to everlasting life. T^us comfort and rejoice 
,, the soul of tbv servant, O Lord, who does wait 
upon thee, and cry unto thee, for such tbj saviog 
mercj, to be shown upon me and mine, {Hirticu- 
larlj upon this near ally, whom I bewail aad re- 
commend to thy grace; even for thy own mercy's 
sake, in the great Lover and Saviour of soub, 
who came to seek the lost, and to call sinners to 
repentance, even thy dearly beloved Son, oar 
blessed Lord Jesus uhrist Jlmen. 



-t\< 



Jl Prayer for the Unconverted. 

OLORD God, gracious and merciful ! thou 
art good to all; and thy tender mercies are 
over all thy worts. And thou hast assured us, 
that thou bast no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked; but that he should turn from his way 
and live. Yea, thou that didst call Zaccheus an 
old sinner, and Saul a fierce persecutor, hast the 
power over all hearts in thy hands, to fashion 
them as thou wilt; and canst, even out of stones, 
raise up children to Abraham; and make eminent 
Baints out of the very vilest sinners. O Father of 
mercies, pity poor sinners that have not hearts to 
pity themselves : open their eyes to see the error 
of their ways, and the danger of their case : soften 
their hearts into a penitent concernment for their 
sins; and awaken them into a timely care of their 
souls. O let thy Spirit convince them how bad 
it is with them ; ami set their sins in order be- 
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fore them ; that they may know their transgres- 
sions, and what is the wages of sin, and the dread- 
ful portion of all ungodly men ; and know where 
their help lies, and what they must do to be 
saved : and the Lord make them faithful to their 
eonvk^ions ; that they may not hold the truth in 
unrighteousness; but make haste to do what they 
are convinced is necessary to be done for their 
poor sinking souls, before it be too late. 

O good God, give repentance to the acknow- 
ledgment of the truth, unto such as have opposed 
themselves, that they may be. recovered out of 
the snare of the devil, who have been taken 
captive by him at his will; that thy power and 
mercy may be glorified in their conversion and 
salvation: and not thy truth and justice in their 
ruin and destruction. 

That they are so far from the kingdom of God, 
that they contradict and blaspheme thy truth, 
and stumble at thy word, and set it at naught ; re- 
sisting the means of their salvation, and hating 
and abusing the followers of Jesus; turning again 
to rend thy servants : O Lord, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do. And stop anid turn them as thou didst the 
persecuting Saul, when he was mad against the 
saints, and verily thought with himself that he 
ought to do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus. Put them in fear, O Lord, that they may 
know themselves to be but chaff and stub- 
ble before thee, our God, who art to the wicked 
a consuming fire. And bring down their high 
looks, subdue their stiff" necks, and break their 
hardened hearts, to make them to submit unto 
thee, that they may not be ^in before thee. 

And such as think they are rich and increased 
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with goods, and have need of nothing; and know 
not that they are wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked; O Lord, discover 
them to themselves, and show them the true state 
of their souls ; that tliey may be sorrowfully con- 
cerned for their sins, and apprehend the peril 
they are in, and timely seek out for help, and 
flee from the wrath to come. 

Such as are ignorant and out of the way, and, 
to do their souls good, have no knowledge, Lord, 
have compassion on them; and cat! them out of 
darkness, into thy marvellous light, that they maj 
not perish for lack of knowledge. O let them be 
taught of God to know thee and themselves, and 
the things belonging to their peace, before thej 
be hid from their eyes. O thou that commandesl 
the light to shine out of darkness, be pleased la 
shine into their hearts; show them thy ways, and 
lead them in tiij tntlh, that tlinymiij not be un- 
wise, but understand what the willof the Lord is. 

Such as are in pernicious errors, and damn- 
able heresies, departed from the faith once deli- 
vered to the saints ; having their minds corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ; perverting 
the truth, as it is in Jesus; and not only swerving 
from the pure doctrine of the gospel themselves, 
but also lying in wait to seduce and deceive 
others. O Father of lights, take away the evil 
whicii is upon their hearts, that they may see 
wherein they have erred, and come to receive 
the trutli in the love of it, and earnestly contend 
for the faith, which they once destroyed. 

The prosperous worldiiigs and secure sinners, 
settled upon their lees, that are at ease in their 
possessions, and admire and doat upon the world- 
' J' good, as if it were the chivci" and only good; ap- 
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g lauding themselves in their portion that they 
ave in this ]ife, as if they had no need of God, 
nor. to take care for any other heaven; O dear 
Father, show them how base is their choice, so 
to go astray from the Lord ; and how rotten the 
foundation, on which at present they stand. O 
make them to know that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God; and that aU this world 
can never either satisfy the desire, or recompense 
ibr th? loss of a soul: yea, open their eyes, O 
ILiord, to see how the fashion of this world pass- 
«th away ; and how soon all that wherein they 
t;rust and delight will be utterly gone, as if it had 
»ever been ! and what multitudes by forsaking of 
Clod to cleave unto mammon, miscarry, and are 
lost for ever ; drowned in that destruction and 
perditioi^ from whence there is no redemption : 
that they may be checked and cooled in their 
pursuit and love of the world, and flee from its 
snares, for the life of their souls ; and so leave all 
for Christ, and the everlasting glory to come ; that 
that they may not be condemned with the world, 
but saved in the great day of the Lord. 

And ^uch as the loose and profane, and scan- 
dalous in their lives, making bold to rebel against 
Heaven, and committing all uncleanness with 
greediness ; scoffing at the followers of Jesus, 
and deriding all that is serious and holy, and 
needful to the saving of the soul ; refusing to be 
ashamed, and hating to be reformed ; how dan- 
gerous and desperate soever seems their case; 
yet. Lord, it is not past thy help and cure, who 
callest those things that are not, as if they were; 
who canst change the leopard's spots, and the 
Ethiopian's skin ; yea, and bring not only some- 
thing out of nothing, but the greatest good even 
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Jl Prayer for our Benefactors. 

I DESIRE with all thankfulness to acknow- 
ledge thy loving kindness, O Lord my God, 
thfit thou hast given me so many comforts, and 
raised me. up so many friends, and helps in (he 
world. It ia thou, Lord, who hast the hearts of 
all in thy hands, that turnest the hearts of an^ ; 
to show me favour, and to do me good. Thej' , 
are but the instruments and means of convey- ' 
ance ; but thou art the blessed Author and on- ; 
ginal Fountain of all the kindness: to thee, j 
therefore, where alone it is due, I give the glorj 
and offer the sacrifice of praise. But for them, 
whom thou hast enabled, and also inclined to 
benefit and pleasure me, I am obliged to offer 
ttp the sacrifice of my prayers. O be thou kind 
to them. Lord, as they have been kind to me: 
lei'resh their bowels, as they have refreshed 
tnino; and requite their love, and all their en- 
dearing offices of friendship sevenfold into their 
tosoms. Make mc studious ever to approve mj'- 
self grateful; and ready to make all fitting returns 
in my power. And be thou pleased, O blessed 
God, infinitely good,to reward them where I can- 
not: yea, turn all the advantages! have had from 
them to their own greatest advantage. And for 
their goodness and their kind' favours give them 
not only temporal mercies, but heavenly bless- 
ings, and everlasting consolations. O give them 
Christ, and all the good things of thy Spirit that 
accompany salvation; yea, give them thy own self. 
Lord, who art all in all, to be their blessed glo- 
rious portion for evermore. Amen. 
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it. And where they see not the things of their 
peace, or are cold to that which is most for their 
good, O Lord, show them the saving way, and 
grant them a great love for it, and true zeal to 
follow it. Bless them, gracious Father, with so 
much of the world's good, as thou knowest to be 
good for them; but especially remember them 
with the favour which thou bearest to thy people. 
Instruct them, Lord, in the knowledge of thy will, 
and what they must do to be saved; and make 
(hem faithful to practise according to the light 
which thou art pleased to give them; yea, incline 
their hearts to take pleasure in the performance 
of their duty. Bless them, O God of all grace, 
with that grace and favour of thine, in which is 
life, and with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
things in Christ Jesus. 

A Prayer for the Blessing of our intended Marriage. 

OMY God, thy bountiful favours have ex- 
ceeded all my expectations, as well as my 
deservings: and though I have wretchedly abus- 
ed thy kindness and love, yet still thou waitest to 
be gracious; and art not weary to show mercy. 
Now thy good providence, Lord, bast set the frui- 
tion before me, which looks hopeful upon me, and 
for good tome. If thou knowest it to be so indeed, 
O Lord of love, promote and bring it to pass. And, 
that thou mayest bless and prosper my designs, 
grant that I may proceed in thy fear and favour; 
so as shall be for the glory of thy name, and the 
eternal welfare of myself, and thy servant, whom 
my thoughts and afTeclions are set upon. O give 
me such a partner of my fortunes as may be a 
blessing to me, for this life and a better. And 
make us truly beneficial aud com&iTWoVe. \.<» ^^^i!& 



288 The Husbands Prayer 

anotber in all the beet respects pertaining to oS 
cbiefeat good. Grant, Lord, that we may be 
helps meet for each other, in reference to both 
■worlds; and that our love may be sincere without 
euile ; pure without lust; and lasting without de- 
cay- O thou that ia&hionest all hearts, unite our 
affections upon such just and worthy accounts, as 
may make them firm and durable to the end 
Wed us both to thy blessed self, as well as to one 
another, that our marriage may be in the Lord; 
and not separate us from, but bring ns nearer (o 
our God. O grant us new supplies of thy grace 
for this new estate of our lives, that we may fiil 
up the relation into which we are entering with 
all suitable duty; that we may not only be faith- 
ful, in still keeping the marriage bed undefiled, 
but be mutual helps and comforts, both in the 
temporal and spiritual concerns; and even con- 
spice together, to pleasure, and honour, siiA 
benefit one another; and, above all, to glorify and 
praise thee our God, through Jesus Christ, i/inwi. 

The Husband's Prayer. 

ACCEPT my humble thanks to thee, Lord my 
God,who has provided a help-meet forme, 
that is thy gift ; and such an one as thy good pro- 
vidence hnst appointed to he my partner in tlie 
nearest relation. O teach and enable me. in all 
things, to carry myself towartls her as behoves 
and becomes me in this station ; to love and che- 
rish her as my own (lesh: and not to despise her, 
not to be hitler against her; hut to bear with her 
intirmities, and forbear her in love, and all gen- 
tleness, JNor let nic insult over her as an infe- 
rior; but mildly use my authority, in treating her 
BB my dear yoke-feVVow and com^aiiion. Not 
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rigid in opposing of her; but comply with her, 
and condescending to her in all her reasonable 
desires and expectations. O make me meek and 
patient with her; faithful and kind to her; re- 
spectful and tendepof her, and well pleased and 
satisfied in her: that she mayfind the refreshment 
and benefit of my fellowship, and not bewail but 
rejoice in her choice; to forsake all other for my 
sake. O blessed Lord, espouse my dear friend 
to thyself, in loving kindness and faithfnlness, and 
tender mercies. Bless her and love her, and 
make her lovely to thyself, and to all ; especially 
make her like the king's daughter, glorious with- 
in, that she may not only appear well here, but be 
most blessed forever; and grant, O Lord our 
God, that we may be lovers of one another's souls 
and promoters of each other's salvation; so that 
after a short conversation here, we may meet 
again with rejoicing there, where we shall never 
part, even in that fulness of joy which is in thy 
presence; where, though there be no marrying, 
nor giving in marriage, yet is there greater festi- 
vity and gladness, than in any day of espousals ; 
and all heavenly sweets, and the highest plea- 
sures for evermore. Amtn. 

The Wife's Prayer. 

OMY God, thou hast called me to this state 
of life; and it is the disposal of "thy provi- 
dence, that I shonid be joined in wedlock with 
thy servant. I bless thee. Lord, that thou hast 
dealt well with me, and provided graciously for 
me. O continue thy goodness to me, in giving 
me knowledge and grace to demean myself aright 
in this relation, that ! may honour and obey the 
Lord in reverencing and obey'm^ m^ \v\i%'o'aviV, 
SB 
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Bubmitting to him in all things not forbidden b; 
thee; epeaking of him, and to him, with sue! 
words, to signify the high esteem and dear lovi 
that I have for him; and so comporting mjsell 
as to give him content, and increase his delight 
that he may not only be satisfied with me, bu 
take pleasure in me : and in any occasions of of 
fijnce, with silence, or soft obliging words, lei mi 
quench the flames; so preserving peace. O givi 
me the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit ; suet 
as may not only make me sweet and amiable a1 
present, but also prevent all shameful and rois- 
chievous effects. O make me humble and modest 
discreet and considerate, careful and diligent 
faithful and constant, mild and patient; remem- 
bering not only the duties and comforts, but alsc 
the temptations and crosses of the married con- 
dition; and taking the worse with the better, VA 
a part of my portion; still showing myself a fol- 
lower of wise and pious matrons in all things thai 
are of good report, however 1 am tried with pros- 

Eerily or adversity. Bless my dear partner, C 
ord, with the best of thy blessings; and lov( 
him, and keep him in thy continual care, till ihoi: 
bring him to thy heavenly kingdom. O bind uf 
both in faithfulness unto thee, as well as to one 
another : and as we are one flesli, so make us of 
one heart, and of one soul, that nothing but death 
may ever make a separation hetween us. And 
let us not hold together only upon the worldlj 
account, but also, and especially upon the reli- 
gious and godly; to admire, and love, and serve 
and glorify, and please thee our God, through 
Jesus Christ. Jmen. 
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A Prayer for a Woman in Travail. 

O ALMIGHTY Lord God, who bringest io 
the birth, and givest strength to bring forth; 
ahow favour, we beseech thee, to thy servant in 
the time of her need and distress; and be not far 
from her when trouble is iiigli to her, and lies 
acre and heavy upon her ; but let her experience 
thy help at hand, according to the necessity of 
hercase. O mitigate the pangs, and make them 
tolerable to her ; and support and relieve her un- 
der the pain and pressure that are so grievous to 
be born by her. And grant her. Lord, a timely, 
safe, and happy deliverance of the offspring 
wherewith she travails, that she may see the 
fruits of her womb with such comfort and joy, 
as mayraake her forget the pastanguish and sor- 
row; and with a truly thankful heart give thee the 
glory of such thy mercy, whodost things worthy of 
God, and makest thy servants a way to escape 
out of the dangers that threaten to destroy them. 
Or ehouldst thou turn things contrary to these 
our desires which we humbly present before thee ; 
ehouldst thou refuse to hearus begging for the life 
of thy handmaid, and make this unexpected birth 
prove the cause of her death; yet hearus, O 
Lord, we earnestly pray thee, for her soul, that 
il may be safe in thy blessed hands ; that she may 
be prepared for a better life ; and find the best 
deliverance of all from sin and misery, into the 
perfection of holiness, and the fulness of joy ; 
there to live in thy love, and to sing thy praise 
for evermore. Amen. 

A Thnnksgiring after a safe Delivery, 
LESSED for ever be thy name, O Lord, our 
gracious God, who rememV)Gveyi"i. vvaTO^iVrt 
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low estate, and tlost not abhor the affliction of 
the afflicted ; but hearest thy servants crjiiig to 
tliee in their distress, and sendest relief and help 
in time of need. O that we may praise thee, Lorn, 
as we ought, for such thy goodness and wonder- 
ful works to the children of men ! Thou briugest 
down, and raisest up; thou givest trouble and 
sendest comfort; throwest down under fears and 
griefs, and iigain revives! our hopes and joys. 
Thou, O God, art good in all, and worthy to be 
admired and praised in every dispensation of thj 
providence ; but chiefly are we affected with ihy 
seasonable aids of our misery, when thou givesl 
us beauty for ashes, the oil of gladness for mourn- 
ing, and the s^arments of praise for the spirit of I 
heaviness; so thou hast now, blessed be thy name! 
refreshed thy afflicted handmaid, and rejoiced 
the souls of thy servants. And here we offer op | 
uulo llico, O ;j,racious Lord, all our dcvoiil ac- 
knowledgmL'nts of thy loving kindness; and the 
sacrifice of our unfeigned thanks and praise foe 
this sweet reviving mercy, which is as life from 
the dead, O that thy handmaid, and all of us, 
may be duly sensible of such favour from the 
Lord; and for all the great goodness and these 
continual obligations from above, may we give 
thee all the love of our hearts, and the service of 
our lives, and the glory due to thy blessed name, 
now and for evermore, ^men. 

Jl Prayer for our Children. 

THE children, O Lord my God, which thou 
hast given me, I return, and surrender 
them up to thee. O that tliey may know thee, 
and be owned by thee, every one from the great- 
est to the least. Pour out thy spirit upon my 
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seed, and thy blessing upon my offspring : make 
them, Lord, thy children by adoption and spi- 
ritual regeneration. O take possession of their 
hearts, and season their tender years with thy 
heavenly grace : and teach those who have the 
teaching of them, that they may be brought up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and 
trained up in the way that they should go. I 
have helped to bring them into the world, chil- 
dren of wrath : O that thou wouldst make me in- 
strumental to set them up in thy church the chil- 
dren of grace. Lord have mercy upon them, 
and speak life to their souls, and whatsoever else 
they want : O let them have thy grace and the 
portion of thy children. My God ! be thou a gra- 
cious Father to them, and a merciful Provider 
for them in all estates, and all affairs and events 
of their lives. Dispose of them, and whatever 
concerns them, to thy glory and to the promoting 
of their everlasting salvation. 

Shouldst thou take them from hence before me, 
O fit them for thee ; and make me willing to re- 
sign them to thee; or if thou take me from them, 
O my Lord, take them up, and be an infinitely 
better Father to them when I am gone. O keep 
them from the evil of this world ; and conduct 
and bring them safe through it to a better ; take 
thou care even of their temporal concerns, and 
choose their inheritance for theof, thAt they may 
find it to be convenient here, and an easy pas- 
sage through the present life ; but especially, my 
God, take care of their souls, and give them the 
blessed treasure in heaven, that when they shall 
be deprived of all here, they may be taken into 
thy glorious kingdom above : to live with thee, and 
all the heavenly host, world without end, ^/2men. 
s B 2 
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A Prayer for our Parents. 

OLORD God, my heavenly Father^ I bene 
prostrate myself before tt>!^9 to beg thj 
blessing, grace and mercy, upoii^ily earthly pa- 
rents. Cast them not away in the time of tbeir 
old a^e; forsake them not when their strength 
fitils them; but have compassion. Lord, on their 
infirmities, and help them in all their weakoe8& 
O remember not against them any of their former 
iniquities; but according to thy m6rcy remember 
tiiem for thy goodness^ sake in Jesus Christ 
that the true wisdom may be with them, and 
abundance of thy grace upon them, that their hoa- 
ry heads ma^ be found in the way of righteous- 
ness, and their souls be ever precious in thy sight 

let goodness and mercy follow them all tbe 
days of their life : let their last days be their best 
days ,*^ and the longer they live here in the world, 
make them still the readier to die, and the fitter 
to live with thy blessed self, in the glorious life 
eternal. O be thou their guide until death ; in 
death their support and comfort ; and when heart 
and fiesh, and all here shall fail them, O do thou 
never fail them, but be the strength of their hearts, 
and their portion for evermore. Amen. 

The Widotd^s Prayer. 

OEVER living and all disposing God! thou 
hast taken from me the friend of my bosom, 
that was even as my own soul; and by the want, 
now taught me the worth of that blessing which 

1 was not so thankful for, nor so careful as I ought, 
to use and improve, in the enjoyment, to thy glory. 
I submit to thy overruling hand, which is always 
''^8t^ though sometimes Yiea^'j^^^TioN'i Ifeel it upon 
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me. O deliver me, Lord, from the sins which 
are the cause of thy displeasure ; and forgive me 
all wherein ever I have failed towards thee, or to- 
wards my dear partner. He was thy gift, and it 
was thy goodness that I enjoyed, and thy help and 
comfort that I found in him: who canst supply to 
me, by thyself, what I received from thee by his 
hands; for thou art still the same eternal Foun- 
tain of goodness, whatever means of conveyance 
thou cuttest off from us. O pity me. Lord, under 
the breach which thou hast been pleased to make 
upon me, and support me in the dejection of my 
heart, and guide and comfort me in all the per- 
plexity of my thoughts. Withdraw not thou thy- 
self from me, O my God, now trouble is upon me; 
but make even th6 bitter dispensation a happy 
occasion to bring me nearer to thyself, by remov- 
ing that which lay betwixt thee and my heart; 
and to raise this heart of mine from the present 
world to a better, where I hope my dear friend is 
now with the Lord ; that as a widow indeed, and 
desolate, and deprived of former helps, I may 
trust in God, and continue in supplications and 
prayers night and day. O thou that hast a 
peculiar care, and tender regard for the widows, 
be pleased to espouse my concerns, and direct 
my path, and show me what I have to do, and fit 
me for, and assist me in every duty now incum- 
bent upon me. O let my Maker be my husband 
to teach me, and help to defend and comfort me; 
to deal graciously with me, and to be all in all to 
me ; and bring me safe, O my God, through this 
vale of misery, to the blessed kingdom of thy 
glory, for the sake of thy beloved Son, my only 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. . Jimen. 
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The Oi'phatCs Prayer. 

OLORD my God, thou art he that took me 
out of my mother's womb ; and art pleased 
to style thyself ilia peculiar manner, the Father 
of the fatherless: now am I left unto thee, mj' 
eyes arc upon thee, and I desire to pour out mj 
soul before thee, iutreating thy gracioua favour 
to have compassion on me, and leave me not de- 
solate, exposed to the wants and mischiefs, and 
dangers of this wicked and miserable world: but 
when my father and mother have forsaken me, 
Lord, do thoii take rae up, and be a Father, and 
the be^t of Fathers to me, and stiil a gracious pro- 
vider for me. Guide me, O my heavenly Father, 
and my friends also, that are concerned m the 
disposing of me and my affairs. O be thou pleas- 
ed to choose my itiheritanee for me: and order 
me, and all (hat concerns me to thy glory, and to 
the promotingof my present welfare, and my ever- 
lasting happiness. Direct my designs, thai thej' 
may be agreeable to thy blessed will; and biess 
and prosper my undertakings and endeavour*, 
that thry may succeed according to my desire, 
and so as to give me occasion for thy praise. Mv 
Lord, I commit myself to theel O be thou my 
God and guide, even unto death: be ever watch- 
ful over me for good, and preserve and keep me. 
and conduct and lead me in all the variety of es- 
tates and affliirs of this life, till flioii hast brought 
me to inherit the blessed portion of thy children, 
in that most sweet and glorious life, which shall 
never fail. Grant this, O merciful Father, for thy 
dear Son's sake, my only Saviour, Jesus Christ. 



The Age^s Prayer. 297 

The Aged*s Prayer. 

OLORD of my life, thou art my God from 
the womb, my hope and trust from my 
youth; by thee I was brought into the world, and 
upon thee have I lived all my days. O with 
what patience and long suffering hast thou endur- 
ed me! and with what loving kindness and tender 
mercies still prevented and followed me: how 
many have I seen snatched out of this life, as I fear, 
miserably unprovided for their death; whereas 
thou prolongest my days, and together with more 
days, still addest new mercies to my life : O that 
it may be in mercy to my soul, that I am suffered 
to live so long in the world; that as my life is 
lengthened out, so all that concerns my salvation 
may be filled up, that I may redeem the time, and 
improve all the opportunities and means of grace 
which thou art pleased to put into my hands, for 
the best profit and advantage of my soul, that my 
age may be the good old age ; and the remaining 
time of my sojourning here, the best of all my 
time. 

Though my sight is dim to the world, let my 
eyes be ever towards the Lord, and open to see 
the things of my peace : though my ears are dull 
of hearing, let my heart be attentive to thy calls, 
and to hear thy voice while it is called to-day. 
Though I cannot, as formerly, relish the pleasures 
of meat and drink ; yet let me taste the goodness 
of the Lord, and favour the things of the Spirit of 
God, and hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
and those pleasures which are at thy right hand 
for evermore. And though my limbs are weak, 
and my strength will not serve me to travel abroad 
as I have done ; yet make me strong in the Lord, 
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to do thy work, and to walk in thy ways; and to 
perform my great journey home to my house eter- 
nal ill the heavens: and seeing there is no man 
that llveth, and shall not see death : and the longer 
I have escaped it, the nearer I am now to it, and 
shall one day certainly fall hyit; and must every 
day reckon upon it, and know not but my soul 
this night may be required of me: O lei not my 
length of days tempt me to forget their end; or 
to put my last day far from me: but let me keep 
it ever in my prospect as drawing nigh to me; 
tliat I may order a.11 my concerns, not only like 
ti stranger and sojourner with thee, as all my fa- 
thers were; but as a dying man, and ready lo 
drop into the grave, waiting and watching, and 
preparing for the coming of ray Lord; that at thy 
coming, thou mayest find me so doing. 

And because I am old in sins, as well as in 
years ; pulled down with iniquity, as well as with 
age; and the number of my transgressions exceeds 
not only my years and days, but even the hours of 
my life, and the hairs of my head; where I can- 
not, alas! pretend to my innocence! O my gra- 
cious Lord, give me true repentance ! and that 
godly sorrow for my sins, which may prevent my 
going down in a worse sorrow to my grave. 
Thou hast saved many an aged sinner; O God, 
be so merciful to me a sinner. Put all my sins 
upon the account of thy dear Son ; and wash me 
thoroughly from them, in the fountain of his pre- 
cious blood. Especially, O merciful Lord, acquit 
and discharge me from the sins that lie heaviest 
upon me; and that make the thoughts of death 
and judgment most frightful to me. O give me. 
Lord, some tokens for good, thatlshall find such 
mercy at thy hands, that I may depart in peace, 
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and finish my course with joy, and in the end of 
my life be numbered among the redeemed and 
blessed of the Lord, through the tender mercies 
of my God, and the all-sufficient merits of my 
only Saviour Jesus Christ Amen. 

The ChiWs Prayer. 

OMY good God, who hast made me, have 
mercy upon me, and teach me to know 
thee, and incline my heart to love thee, and ena- 
ble me in all my life to do thy will as I ought to do. 
Thou hast formed me in the womb for thyself, and 
in the church I have been devoted, and offered up 
to the Lord, as thy dear child, in all duty to wait 
upon thee. O thou blessed Guide of my youth ! 
give me thy grace, to understand and seek after 
God : Yea, to seek the Lord early, and to remember 
my Creator, and bear the yoke in the days of 
my youth; that thou mayest not be unmindful 
of me in the time of my age; but make me to find 
a never-failing comfort in my latter days. As I 
grow in years and stature, so help me. Lord, to 
grow in wisdom and grace, and in favour with God 
and men. O keep me from the evil of this world, 
and carry me safe through it to thy heavenly king- 
dom. Make me obedient and tractable to my pa- 
rents and teachers; and lowly, and respectful, and 
courteous to all : and bless me, and help me. Lord, 
in my learning of all such things as shall stand 
me in stead, and do me good. O my heavenly 
Father! take care of me, and provide for me, 
and so dispose of me in the world, that I may be 
useful, and serviceable in my generation, and a 
blessing to the place where thy providence shall 
settle my abode. Preserve me, O my Lord, from 
the infection of bad examples, that I may not be 
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led away, and enticed to follow the ungodlydea- 
pisera of thy laws and religion, but make me a 
lover and followerof such aeare good and godly, 
and a pattern of all that is commendable for 
others' imitation. OGod,thouknowest myfooliBh- 
nesa, and sef st how weak 1 am ; O look not npon 
my follies, nor remember the sins of my youth; 
but have pity on my infirmities, and pass by my 
failings. And thou, that out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings hast ordained strength, 
magnify thy power in my weakness, and make me 
aprotitable member of society, and the instrument 
of thy glory. Leave me not, O Lord, to myseIC 
in the hands of my own counsel; but let me be 
taught of God how to behave myself, and what to 
do: and take thou the gracious charge and guid- 
ance and government of me ; and keep my heart 
still in thy fear and love; and direct all ray ways 
to please thee, my God, through Jesus Christ 

A Prayer to be used by the Rich and Gndt,' 
LORD, the gracious Giver of all cor good 
things! thou hast opened thy hand to me in 
a bountiful manner, and giveat me all things plenf> 
(eously to enjoy : so that I am full and abourjd i^ 
the store wherein many of my neighbours are in- 
digent and wanting: O that this plenty, which 1 
have for my body, may be in mercy and love to 
my soul ! And that I may not he put off with my 
portion in this Hfe, nor rest in the gifts, forgetting 

Land slighting the blessed Giver! lor better I never 
iiad the world's good, if I am never the better 
for it. And the more I have, the sadder account 
I shall make, if I do not good to myself and 
others with it. The ptoa^enty offools destroys 
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them: O good God ! grant that this may not be 
my case, that I may not so abuse my prosperous 
circumstances to rebel against thee, my Lord, 
with thy own bounty; and carry worst towards 
thee, when thou dealest best with me. I am thy 
steward, O Lord ; grant, I beseech thee, that I may 
be found faithful in what is committed to my trust ; 
that f may honour thee with my substance, and 
serve the ends of thy holy religion in my prosper- 
ous condition. O that with the fulness put into 
my hands, leanness may not be sent into my soul ! 
That I may not wax proud and wanton, and care- 
less of seeking after a better world ; when I am 
so well provided in this ! O let not my riches 
choke thy grace, nor dull my zeal in thy service. 
— But the more thou hast done for me, my God, 
make me the more careful to approve the thank- 
fulness of my heart to thee; atid the more con- 
cerned to please thee, and the more fearful to 
offend thee. Seeing thou hast pronounced it so 
hard for the rich to enter into thy kingdom, O 
keep me in continual vigilance to escape the 
temptations and dangers to which I am exposed 
in this condition. And teach me, good l^ord! 
how to abound, and to use this world without 
abusing it. That the bodily provisions may not, 
through my folly, become snares and hinderances 
to my soul; but by thy mercy may be helps and 
encouragements to my duty. 

O let me not trust in uncertain riches, nor 
value myself upon what I have of the world, but 
he covetous after the true treasure of thy heaven- 
ly grace and love; and count all things but loss 
and djng, that I may win Christ, and be rich in 
good works, and abound in the fruits of righte- 
ousness. As thou fillest me with thy gciod\.\\\w^^ 
2C 
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so fill my heart with th^ love and grace, to aai^ 
every girt arisht lo lUy glory, who hast made Diq 
so much to differ from multitudes of poor rreftp 
tiires here in the world. O let me not despise aiM 
above whom thy disliiiguiahed kindness has raiseX 
ine ; but give me a heart to condescend to them <& 
lowGiitatc: and amidst allmy|jlenty to beclothei 
with humility, and forward to all the office? oir 
Lcharity ; ready to coiumLinieate, willing to distn*! 
"uite, laying up in store the good Ibundatiotl 
gainst the time to come, that I mav lay hold npoa 
.llernal life; and so making me fneiidii of the un* 
'ipghteous mammon, that when I fail they mayrfr 
_feive me into everlasting habitations. Whals(H> 
Lever I have in the world, O that I may have it( 
' Iiocd, with thy leave and love, sanctified to aKi 
Vy the word of God and prayer; and by^ a ri^ 
use and conscientious improvement of it to uvk 
honour of thy nfitnc, IVoin whom every ijood anil 
pi^rff'cl <;ifL does descend. O let me never gain 
the world at the hazard and loss of my soul; but 
rather than so, let me be stript of all which I have 
in this life, that I may inherit the heavenly trea- 
sure and life eternal, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer to be used by such ns are Poor and Low w 
the World. 

OLORD, the great disposer of all our estates 
and concerns! thy providence appoints 
every one their several stations: and it is thy 
will that there should be poor and low, as well 
as rich and high, in the world. One thing is 
needful ; and it is not what we have of the world, 
but what we are towards God, that will do us 
jvod. aiid make us happy. If thou shower not 
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down plenty upon me, yet, Lord, give me what is 
needful and convenient for me. And however 
tliou dealest by me for the things of this life, O 
deny me not the riches of thy grace, and the sav- 
ing good of thy chosen, which is better than thou- 
sands of gold and silver. Teach me, my God, to 
suffer need, without repining at my lot, or co- 
veting what 1 have not, nor envying those that 
have it. O make me contented with my portion, 
and not aggrieved to be obscure and mean in the 
world ; so that I may be known to heaven, and 
accepted in the sight of thee, my God, through 
Jesus Christ. Let me never stretch out my hand 
to iniquity, nor seek to help myself, by any dis- 
honest ways of getting; but choose rather to be 
poor than wicked; and to want my daily breads 
rather than thy heavenly grace: casting all my 
care upon thee, and trusting to thy Fatherly care, 
to provide for mo. Let me laBouf, Working with 
my hands, the thing which is good, in all that I 
can, to minister to my neT^ssities: and may thy 
blessings succeed and prosper all my. honest de- 
signs, and poor endeavours. ,.7 

And the less I have of this world, O let me be 
in greater care to lay out and labour for an infi- 
nitely better ! that I, who have no inheritance 
upon earth, may be made meet to be a partakei 
oi the inheritance of thy saints in. light; that 1 
may not lose both worlds, or pass from my small 
things here, to be out of all for ever ; but may 
have my treasure in heaven, and thy blessed self, 
O Lord, to be my portion for ever; being found 
among those poor of this world, whom thou hast 
chosen, that are rich in faith, and heirs of the king- 
dom, which thou hast promised to them that love 
tbee. 
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And blessed be ihy name, O righteous Godl 
that with thee there is no respect of persons; 
but Uie poor are as cnpable of it as the richj 
yea, when it is so hard for the rich to enter, that 
thou hast put out of my way many of the stiarei 
nnd temptations that hinder others. And my 
poverty caiinol keep me out of thy glory; biit 
Tvhen I am al^^o poor in spirit, as well as low in 
l(i« world, I have thy promise of the kingdom of 
heaven. My God ! grant me that poverty of spirit, 
and those better things that accompany salvation; 
and then how short soever I am kept in this life, 
thy will be done; thongh I have nothing to de- 

EL'nd upon in the world ; yet I will rejoice in the 
ord, I will joy in tlie God of my salvation; 
having thee for my God, and chiefest good, and 
my must gracious Father in Jesus Chri&t. 
Lord, give me thyself, and then I have all; and 
for ihiit best of gifts, I will bless thy name for 
evermore. Jlmm. 
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OMOST high God, the great Lord of all, 
whose providence disposes the several 
ranks of men i[i the world; and thy word gives 
rules to masters, as well as servants, how to de- 
mean themselves in their respective places. It 
is thou, my Lord, who hast made me the head of 
this house: O that I may walk in it with an iip- 
riglit heart; and not shelter any ill tinng ofTensive 
to Go<l or man. under my roofl but countenancing 
the pious, correcting the vicious, and yielding my- 
self a pattern of all that gooJ which ought to be 
seen in Ihe rest; let mesocommaTid my children, 
and my household after rae, *.h,a.t, they may keep 
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the way of the Lord. And as for fne and my 
house, let us ever in faithfulness serve the Lord. 
O that there may not be a hypocrite, nor an un- 
renewed profane person among us. Let not me 
that am called a master, myself serve sin, nor be 
enslaved by my own passions and lusts; but have 
the dominion over myself; and keep my eyes ever 
waiting upon the Lord my God, even as the eyes 
of servants are in the hands of their masters. 

O that my wife may be the spouse of Christ; my 
children the children of God; my servants the 
servants of the Lord! and all the members of my 
family the true members of thy church, and the 
constant followers of all that is laudable and good. 
Let me not carry myself with rigour and a high 
hand, or despise the cause even of my servants; 
but with patience and fairness hear them ; and 
give unto them that which is just and equal, know- 
mg that I also have a master in heaven. Let me 
not insult over any that are under the yoke ; nor 
be severe and cruel to them ; nor oppress and 
defraud them in their wages, nor any rewards or 
encouragements that they may justly expect from 
me. But let my dealings with them, and my 
usage with them, be upright and candid, merci- 
ful and kind ; taking care of their bodies and 
their souls, of their maintenance and their car- 
riage, and all that concerns them as their beni^ 
patron, and their faithful friend; and treating 
them with all due regard, as my brethren and 
fellow-servants, and my equals in the worship of 
God, with whom is no respect of persons. O give 
me. Lord, an understanding heart and prudent 
conduct, and such a spirit of government, that I 
may go in and out before my people as one that 
is taught of God, and commanding v\cAVi\v\^W\.\^ 

2C2 



Sflf employ ourselves as we ought, and will 

ness do our own business; never forgetti 
above all respecting and pursuing the grc 
of the Lord, for which thou didst send us 
world. O keep us all evermore in thy d 
love; safe under thy tuition and upon t 
way to thy heavenly kingdom ; through t 
'% cy to us all, in our common Lord and 

M . Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Ths Servant* s Prayer. 
GOD, the Father Almighty, makei 
ven and earth ! it is the ordinatioi 
good providence, that there should be 
ranks and degrees of men; and that I sh 
disposed of in the station where no\ 
Wherefore I submit. Lord, to thy most v 
pointment of all things; and desire, with 
and .thankfulness, to accept of my portic 
low soever in the world. If my blessed B 
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icceptable to my God as any that enjoy the high- 
est station. I leave it to thee, O Lord of all, to 
choose my inheritance for me. Only I beg at thy 
iiands that my lot may fall where my soul may 
prosper, though I work or Tare the harder. For 
»f my soul do well, I shall be for ever happy. If 
my heart be right with God, I shall have his bless- 
ed countenance and love. And if I be found in 
the way of righteousness, I shall' be exalted in 
due time, however abased at present. O my su- 
preme Lord ! let it not be 8o much my care to 
get higher in the world, as to get more in thy fa- 
vour, wherein is life. Let it be more my concern, 
to fill my place, and discharge my duty with 
faithfulness, than to change it for more ease, 
profit or honour. 

O Let me not be the servant of sin, but enjoy 
the blessed liberty wherewith Christ Jesus sets 
all his people free; the liberty from sinful bond- 
age, the liberty to follow my Lord carefully, 
and to run the way of thy commands with an en- 
larged heart. And, Lord, be thou pleased to fit 
me for, and teach and help me in the service to 
'which 1 am called ; that 1 may perform it to the 
glory of thy name, to the pleasure and welfare 
of those whom I ser\'e, and my own true advan- 
tage, and comfort. O make me true and faithful, 
careful and diligent, humble and obedient, meek 
and patient, fair and peaceable ; doing the busi- 
ness of my place, not with eye-service as a man- 
K leaser; but in singleness of heart, fearing God. 
lot cross and froward, but apt to bear, and de- 
ny myself; not answering again, to stir up wrath; 
but with silence and submission, following the 
things that make for peace; not debasing my 
coaster to set oflf my self ; nor doing him any dam* 
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age for my own filthy lucre, or fleshly pieasaRrl 
but tendering his credit and interest as oiie thai 
would be found faithful in the sight of my God, 
who evermore seest in secret, and searchest the 
very heart : and make me, I beseech thee, such 
every way towards thee, that thou mayest me^ 
cifully accept me, and all my service, for the 
sake of thy beloved Son, my blessed Saviour and 
Redeemer, Jesus Christ, ^meru 

I The SoWtVr'5 Prayer. 

Oj LORD God of hosts! who hast all the 
creatures in heaven and in earth ready to 
fight thy battles, and execute thy pleasure! thon 
didst not sow any seeds of enmity in our nature; 
but didst create man endued with all the princi* 
pies of love and dispositions to peace. It is from 
our lust and sins, that the wars and fightihgs 
come amongst us. First we fell out with our 
God, and our happiness; and ever since it ia a 
contentious, quarrelsome world that we live in, 
where restless men are jostling one another, and 
striving for that ease and content which the world 
has not for them. Now that I am in this military 
station, O Lord, instruct and enable me to behave 
myself therein as I ought. O make me the faith- 
ful soldier of Jesus Christ, in that spiritual war- 
fare, wherein I am to combat with the enemies 
that war against my soul. And that I may have 
peace with my God, let me have no peace with 
my sins, nor any part or lot with the rebels 
against heaven; nor be carried away with any 
ungodly example, into such wickedness, against 
which thou, O God, hast declared thy wrath from 
heaven. O grant that I may never so strive with 
m/ Maker^ nor allow uvy^elf in such a habit of 
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ind, and course of life, as are enmity aninst 
od; but ever dread more to fall into thy blinds 
an theirs, that can but kill the body; and 
ow myself the more zealous for thee the more 
see others set themselves against thee. O 
)rd most high ! make me valiant for thy cause, 
well as that for man, wherein I am now en- 
ged. And preserve me, O my God, from the 
"ofaneness and blasphemy, the lewdness and 
^bauchery, the rudeness and violence that are 
ost incident to men of this profession ; that I 
fiy not be infected with their contagion, but 
'eserve my integrity, amidst all the temptations 
herewith I am surrounded. 
Though the sword is in my hand, let the 
^ace of God rule in my heart ; and 4bough 1 
a a soldier, let me not be a man of blood, de- 
[hting in war ; but a ready servant of my coun- 
|r, a faithful instrument for our common defence 
d safety, and a dutiful subject to the powers 
dained of God, for the Lord^s sake. O my 
rength and my Redeemer, strengthen my heart 
d hands for the service to which I am called; 
d make me successful and victorious, through 
y blessing and power from on high. It is thou, 
>rd, only, that makest us to dwell in safety: 
cover my head in the day of battle; and in 
i times of danger, be thou my shield and buck- 
:. — And either keep the evil from me, or arm 
5 for it, that I may not be ruined by it, but 
in good out of it, and find bodily hurts making 
r the health of my soul: and even the tempo- 
I death but a gate opened to eternal life. And 
eing I go with my life in my hands, and am 
yre exposed than other men to dangers and 
sath, O make me more careful of my soul, more 
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mindful of my latter end, and more diligent lo 
put and keep myself in a preparation and readi-|i 
ness to die. And whether I prosper or miscarry in 
the attempts and enterprises wherein I am now 
concerned, O let my soul be ever precious in 
thy sight, and safe in thy hands. Help me, 
my supreme Commander, the great Captain of 
our salvation, so to live, that I may find it the 
greiitest gain to die; and let me go on, as 
Christ^s faithful soldier, so conquering and to 
conquer the enemies of thy glory, and the hin- 
derances of my own and others^ salvation, that 
having overcome, I may sit down in thy king- > 
dom, and triumph in thy sweetest love, and in i 
thy heavenly joy and thy most glorious praisesi i 
ivorld without end. ^men. 



A Prayer for the Melancholy and Dejected. 

OMOST good and gracious Lord! thoa 
knowest our frame, and art a God foil of 
compassion, to pity and relieve thy servants uih 
der their trouble and oppression. Look down, we 
humbly pray thee, with thy wonted pity, and 
remember in tender mercy the work of Ihy 
hands, our disconsolate friend; this troubled 
soul, that is even distracted in suffering thy ter- 
rors; while thy wrath lies hard upon him, and 
all thy waves and billows are gone over him to 
disturb his peace, and oppress his mind, and un- 
fit him rightly to use his reason, or discharge his 
duty. O thou that speakestthe winds and waves 
into obedience and calmness, settle and qMiethis 
discomposed breast; speak peace and satisfac- 
tion to his troubled mind; and give him comfort 
and sweet repose, m the sense of thy pardon 
and love. Lord help his unbelief, and increase 
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IS faith, that he may not be faithless but believ- 
ig. Though he now walk in daikness and has 

light, let him trust iii the name of the Lord, 
nd stay upon his God. And in the multitude 
f the thoughts atid sorrows thnt lie has in his 
eart, O let thy comforts come in to refresh his 
3ul. Be thou pleased, Lord, to dehver and ease 
im of the load that lies upon his spii-it; and let 

1 the beam of ihy heavenly light, to Scatter and 
iapel all the clouds and darkness in which his 
aind is wrapt up. O direct to the means rao3t 
iroper for his help, and bless and prosper them 
o, that they may be efficacious lo promote his 
ecovery out of this low and doleful estate. In- 
;line his ears to wholesome counsels, and fashion 
lis heart to recuivedue impressions. O gracious 
Father ! pity his frailty, and forgive his iniquity; . 
and heal him. Lord, both in soul and body; re- 
buking his distemper so, that his disquieted soul 
may return to its rest. O raise him up and make 
him whole. Yea, make haste, O Lord, to show 
Bercy upon him, even for thy own mercy's sake 
m Jesus Christ, our blessed Saviour and Re- 
ileemer. Amen, 

Ji Prayer far the Lunatic and Distracted. 

OLORD, the only wise God ! thou givesf un- 
dersta[iding, and tnkest it away as thou 
[ileasesi; and thou art holy and righteous in all 
that ever thou dost. Though the reason and 
meaning of many of thy works are unknown to 
U8 ; yet still thou knowest well what thou hast to 
flo; and we must be dumb, and open not our 
mouths, when it is thy doing. The stroke which 
thou hast laid upon thy poor creature, would be 
juat upon any of us; and wc must acktvowled^* 
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it owing only to thy mercy that it is any better 
for us. But in tender compassion of his pitiable 
coiiditioiu we take upon us to beg thy merciful 
relief in his behalf. For thou, Lord, that givest j 
sense and discretion, canst as easily renew theoi ) 
when impaired: and thou that madest thyse^ I 
rant out of nothing, canst also bring him to him- 
self agiiin, and help him to use his reason aright, 
as he ought. 

O dispel the clouds in which now his soul is 
wrapped up, that he may come to a good under- 
standing of himself, and the things of his peace; 
reduce and heal the crazed and broken faculties; 
or else settle and quiet them. Have pity, we be- 
seech thee, O Lord, upon him, and impute not 
unto him any thing that is now said or done amiss 
by him; but in mercy pass it by, as if it had not 
been said or done at all. 

O that thou wouldst direct to some means for 
help in this case, and make him tractable to the 
use of rem'^dios, and willing and ready to comply 
with the advice of his friends, till he shall be in 
better capacity to manage and help himself; and 
where no means will reach to work the cure, thou 
that canst open the doors which are barred 
against us, and art never at such a loss but thou 
knowest how to deliver; O reveal thy glorious 
arm, without means, to bring sal vation from above; 
and do the work worthy of God, to command 
that deliverance which is out of our prosp'^ct to 
see eflTected; that thy name may hive ail the 
glory of such thy great and wonderful mercy in 
Jesus Christ, jlmen. 
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•^ Prayer for insensible Sinners. 
^^ LORD, the great Almighty God, who 
[\^ quickeiicst the dead, and callcBt those 
lhitig» that are not, as if thfj were : with thee 
nothing is impossible; but the things that resist 
all tbe skill and power of man, thy divine virtse 
and glorious operation, with the greatest facility, 
brings to pass. Thon, the living God, canst 
speak life to souls dead in trespiisses and sins; 
and make even such as lie in the grave of all 
their habitual rorruplions, hear the voice of the 
Son of God and live. It is the great work of thy 
eternal Spirit, Lord, to convince the world of sin; 
and to make inconsiderate, careless sinners to 
know themselves, and be concerned as they 
ought about the case of their souls. O that 
these poor insensible wretches, who have sinned 
themselves even past feeling, may find such mer- 
cy from the Lord, and yet come to feel in them- 
selves the irresistible force of thy hand. O that 
thou woulilst open their eyes, to see their case, 
and soften their hearts to bewail their sins; and 
turn their course to flee from the wrath to come! 
Blessed Lord, awaken them with thy terrors, be- 
fore they be overtaken by thy judgments! O 
break in upon their souls by thy mighty convic- 
tions, to set them in bitterness for their sins; and 
let thy quick and powerful word pierce into their 
hearts, to mrtke them cry and seek out, what they 
must do to be saved ! 

O if Ihey did but apprehend their case, and 
know their transgressions, they that remain 
80 remorseless and unconcerned, as if nothing 
were amiss with them, and that can indulge them- 
selves in pleasure and mirth, ns if they were la 
2D 
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the happiest condition, would soon be struck' ll 
down to the deepest heaviness and constenialiou, il 
refusing to be comfarled ; and go mourning all 
the day long, yea, even roar for the disquietiieBS I 
of their hearts. O God of all grace, be thoD ; 
pleased in mercy to show such seeming severity; 
to write bitter things against them, and make 
them confess their former iniquities; and to fed 
now the weight and horror of all their sins, thai 
they may not feel it eternally when past remedy 
Direct and empower thy messengers. Lord, to 
Bpeak home to (heir conviction, crying aloud, 
and not sparing to show them their transgres- 
sions and their sins. Yea, make thy word in ihf 
servants' mouths as fire, to endiime and rousetlu i! 
consciences of such drowsy secure sinners, tliat k 
they may come to perceive what a forlorn, lost ji 
condition, they are in ; and be reslless in them- 'i 
selves (ill comiiiif unto Christ, labouring ami 
heavy l;iil(.'n under the lond of tlieir siiiw, in liim ^ 
they may find rest for their sonls. O thou Al- t 
mighty God! do marvellous things, worthy d -■ 
thyself in taking away that which blinds the ; 
minds, and liardens the hearts of such stupid ■ 
creatures; and bring them out of the worst leth- 
argy and deadness. to understaiid themselves, ; 
and seek after God, and to take and to follow : 
the way of peace with thee, through our Lord ■ 
Jesus Christ. Jlmen. < 

The condemned J\l<def actor's Prayer. 

OUT of the depths do I cry to thee, O Lord! j 

Lord, hear my voice : let thy ears be at- ; 

tojilive to the voice of my supplication. If tliou, i 

O Lord, shouldst mnrk iniquities, O Lord, who , 

should 5tand ! bul vUcve W fov^weuess with thee , 
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that ^hou mayest be feared. Therefore I wait for 
Ihe Lord ; my soul does wait, and in thy word do 
[ hope. Though my sins have found me out, and 
brought me to shame, and they are heinous be- 
yond expression, and the thought and remem- 
brance of them fills me with horror and confu- 
sion ; yet 1 believe, Lord help my unbelief, they 
are not greater than thy Son has satisfied for, nor 

Srreater than thy mercy in him can set me clear 
rom, as bad and as sad as ever I have made my 
case. Woe is me, vile and wretched that I am, so 
foolishly and wickedly that 1 have done! yet it is 
not past thy help and care, O Lord God Almighty, 
who at the lowest canst raise, and at the worst art 
able to relieve us. — Except we repent, thou hast 
told us, that we shall perish, but upon our repent- 
ance, thou hast promised thy gracious forgiveness. 
And though sinhasabbonded,yet when we forsake 
our wicked ways and thoughts, and return to the 
Lord our God, thou hast promised to have mer- 
cy upon us, and abundantly to pardon. He that 
believeth not on the Son of God is condemned 
with a worse condemnation than what I now lie 
under : but it is thy own most true and faithful 
word, O Lord, that whosoever believes in him 
shall not perish, but have everlasting life; and 
that he who confesseth and forsaketh his sins, 
shall have mercy. Though I cannot find such 
mercy at man's tribunal, yet I beg it of thee, the 
Father of mercies, who art the helper of the 
Friendless, and dost not reject the cry evenof fools 
ill their distress, though because of their sins they 
ire afflicted, but rememberest us in our low es- 
.ate, out of that mercy of thine which endures for 
2ver. O thou that hast promised to forgive every 
penitent sinner, make me, Lord, I beseech tUeCx 
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one of that number. O touch my heart with true 
remorse, that it may melt and bleed fur my sins, 
and become such a broken contrite heart, as 
thou wilt not despise. 

O that the doleful circumstances which I am 
in, may be turned, tlirough the riches of thy 
grace, into a happy occasion of converting my 
Boul, and perfecting my repentance, and pro- 
moling my salvation! This is a time of shame 
and sorrow with me ; but help me, good God, so 
to repent and be converted, tliat my sins may 
be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord. Par- 
don my sin, for it is great; too great for any but 
the God of iiifinite goodness and love to give me 
a merciful discharge from: and that Ihou mayest 
have the everlasting glory and my. soul the re- 
freshing fruit of thy mercy, O Lord, prepare me 
foi' it by such a scnou:5 repentance ns thy lioly 
word requi.es of sitmers. and such as ihy good- 
ness in Christ Jesus will mercifully accept at mj 
hands. What is past I cannot recall; but thou. 
Lord, canst remit it, and give me grace to repent 
of it; O give me such sound repentance for mj 
sins, that thou mayest also give me full pardon 
of them; and never lay them to my charge, but 
upon the account of thy beloved Son, our bless- 
ed Saviour, who came to seek and to save that 
which was lost; and who himself suffered and 
died once, that we might not suffer and die eter- 
nally, O wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin, in that fountain 
opened for sin and foruncleanness, the precious 
blood of the immaculate Lamb of God, slain to 
take away the sins of the world, that thou may- 
est not abhor myaouV, as \ Kave justly deserved: 
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ut, of thy wonderful mercy, accept me in the 
Ion of thy eternal love, in whom thou art well 
)1 eased. 

My soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death. 
3 most gracious Lord ! grant that my sorrow 
may be the godly sorrow ; not only a sorrowing 
for the bitter consequences of my sin^ but for the 
sin itself, iand for my wicked oflTenditia of thee, 
my great Lord God, as I have done. O blessed 
Jesus, who earnest to call sinners to repentance, 
and thyself didst hang upon the cross, and show 
thy compassion and s^reat salvation upon the poor 
malefactor there suffering ; remember me now in 
such mercy. Lord, for thy own mercjr's sake. O 
Son of David, have mercy upon me. Both now 
and ever, vouchsafe to hear me, O Christ ; gra- 
ciously hear me, O Lord Christ; and let thy mer- 
cy be showed upon me, as I do put my truJt in 
thee. O glorify this thy mercy in my salvation, 
and not thy justice in my destruction. 

Though confusion is now my portion, yet help 
me, Lord, so to bear thy just indignation, and to 
obtain such benefit to my soul, out of the punish- 
ment of my body, that I may not hereafter awake 
to shame and everlasting contempt. And though 
[ am now under the sentence of a temporal death, 
yet spare my soul, O most merciful Lord, and de- 
liver me not into the bitter pains of eternal death. 

O that I may have all the shame and sorrow, 
and evil things in this life, that thou mayest spare 
me for ever; and show forth all th# wonders of 
thy grace, and power, and mercy, to prepare me 
fbr, and support rae under the deserved punish- 
nent which I am shortly to suffer, and to give me 
lope in niv death, even in this infamous death; 
ind after death some part in (hy kingdoov^ \C b\\!L 
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to be the least and lowest in the house of n 
God, for the sake of thy own tender mercies, ai 
for the infinite merits of the great Redeemer i 
the world, my only Lord and Saviour, Jesi 
Christ. Ainm, Amen. 

Prayer and Praise upon the Occasion of our bless 
Savioitr^s coming into the world. 

BLESSING, and honour, and glory, ai 
power, be to him that eilteth upon tl 
throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever. 
Lord God of our salvation ! thou hast reroeo 
bered ua in our low estate, out of that mercj ( 
thine which endnres for ever. Thou hast raist 
up a great salvation and mighty deliverance li 
us; to heal the sinful, to help the miserable, ai 
to save that which was lost. None but thy bles 
ed self, O Lord, the gracious Giver, knows Id 
grt'alnoss of that gift, which ihoii hiif^t conferre 
upon us; the greatest that thou couldst give c 
man receive, in giving thy only Son to be oi 
Almighty Saviour, to deliver us from the eteriu 
miseries of hell, and to make us meet to he pa 
takers of the heavenly inheritance of thy saints i 
light. O how wonderful have been the desigr 
of thy love, and the counsels of thy wisdom, t 
recover our poor lost souls, and to work for thei 
a salvation worthy of God! that God should b 
manifested in the flesh, to destroy the works o 
the devil; and that the eternally Beloved of th 
soul, should be made Son of man, to make u 
sinful men, the children of God! O what mannt 
of love has the Father bestowed upon us! ej 
ceeding all that ever we are able to say of it! ' 
that we and all men may praise thee. i,ord, k 
thy goodness, and such thy wonderful works t 
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the children of men : that we may ever, with all 
admiration and reverence, and thankfulness, re- 
ceive and ponder this great mystery of godliness : 
and that we may return the glory of salvation 
up to thee, who hast sent the joy of salvation 
down to us, that our souls may magnify the Lord, 
and our spirits rejoice in God our Saviour ; and 
blessed be the Lord God (^Israel, that has so 
visited and redeemed his people. 

And now that thou hast laid help upon one 
that is mighty; and found a ransom for us, and 
made the all-sujQBcient provision to save us ; O 
help thou us. Lord our God, as we ought, to en- 
tertain and welcome the joyful news, that Jesus 
Christ is come into the world to save sinners. Fa- 
ther of mercies, prepare us for the blessed Saviour 
which thou hast prepared for us: that he who 
came into the world in the fulness of time, may 
come into our souls with the fulness of his grace, 
and with all the blessings and consolations of his 
coming ; and that, as he was miraculously formed 
in the Virgin's womb, he may be spiritually form- 
ed in our hearts. O thou great Lord and lover 
of souls ! remember our souls in mercy, with the 
favour which thou bearest to thy people; and 
visit us with the joy of thy salvation. O make 
the way of salvation plain before us, thajt we 
may know where our help lies, and what we 
must do to be saved. And incline and quicken 
us, O Lord, with all readiness to take that way, 
and to embrace that grace of God which brings 
salvation, and to comply with the graciou$designs 
of thy mercy, to do us the greatest good, to make 
us forever happy. O blessed Saviour, be thou 
an efTectual Saviour unto us ; and so save us from 
our sins, that thou mayest also save us from the 
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wrath to come. So redeem us here from all ini- 
quity, that hereafter thou mayeat redeem us from 
everlasting misery. Thou earnest down to earth, 
to raise us up to heaven; ami tookest our nature, 
to make us partakers of thine. O that we mayes- 
perience the mighty powerof thy great salvation 
upon us, to heal our depraved natures, to sancti- 
fy otir sinful souts, and to make us Buch lovers 
and followers of thyholy ways, that we may have 
in us Christ the hope of glory, and those good 
things of thy Spirit which do accompany salva- 
tion. And for all the great and strange things 
which thou hast so graciously done for us, in re- 
vealing thy salvation and opening the doors of 
bope to us, and putting us in the way to that 
blissful end of our faith, the eternal salvation of 
our souls, which thou hast purchased for us. 
Unto thee, O blessed God our Saviour, in the 
unity of the ever-glorious Trinity, he all thanks 
and praise, and honour, and glory, rendered by 
us and all thy church now and for evermore. Amm 

4 Prayer on the Occasion of our blessed Savtour'i 
Death. 

OGOD, the Father of mercies, and of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom every 
mercy is vouchsafed and derived unto us; thou 
Jidst create us after thy own blessed image, in 
a holy and happy estate, but we have defaced 
thy first handy work, and put ourselves not only 
in A case of strangeness unto thee, but of enmity 
against thee ; in Adam all die ; and by the offence 
of one, judgment came upon all men to condemn- 
ation: yet thou hast not used us as enemies, to 
leave us in the sad ruins of our fall r but hadst 
U) eye of pity to uBi,\^m^u\ our blood, to bidw 
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live : though thy own eternal beloved Son was 
fain to die, to save us from that everlasting death, 
which is the due wages of our sina, yet him thou 
sparedst not, that thou mightest spare us, and 
make us the eternal monuments of thy saving 
mercy. O what amazing unspeakable love is this, 
that even when enemies we should be reconcil- 
ed to God, by the death of his Son! But O the 
cursed nature of sin, to be hated with a perfect 
hatred, that had need of such an atonement ! O 
the dreadful justice of God, how should we ever 
stand in awe of it! that required such a satisfac- 
tion ! O the love of Christ, which passeth know- 
ledge, that would redeem our poor lost souls at 
such a costly rate ! and shed his own precious 
blood to save us ! And Q the precious death of 
our Lord Redeemer, to be had in everlasting re- 
membrance ! By it we abide, and upon that we 
depend for the pardon of all our sms; and for 
our whole acceptance with God, both here and 
for ever. Though we could not satisfy thy jus- 
tice, O God, for our sins, should we suffer eter- 
nally ; yet thy Son has satisfied in full, and no- 
thing at all remains on their score, for whom thou 
art pleased to accept his infinite satisfaction. 
And seeing there is balm in Gilead, and a Phy- 
sician that is able to heal us, O let not our souls 
be unhealed : let not the great things which our 
Lord Redeemer hath done and endured for poor 
lost sinners, be lost unto us; but let the same be 
mercifully accepted upon our account, and for 
our sins. O let not the blood of Jesus Christ, as 
to us, be shed in vain; but let it purge and purify 
us from all our sins, and make our peace with 
thee, the just and holy God, against whom we 
have greatly sinned : that we may be healed by his 
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Btripes, and find his death unto us the savour ol 

life. 

Though we are sinful and unclean, jct what 
pollution and defilement cannot this Fountain, 
opened fi3r sin and uncleanneas, wash and cleanw 
us from ! Having therefore such an all-sufficient 
Saviour to repair to, we will not be faithless, but 
believing that Christ is our Lord, and our God, 
who loved and redeemed us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood. O that we may know 
him, and the fellowship of his sufferings, and be 
8o conformable to his death, that it may mortify 
the corruption of our nature, and the lusts that 
war in our members ; and crucify the world unto 
ns, and us to the world ! The Lord pardon all 
our forgetfulness and disregard, and contempt of 
thy affection to ub, and thy affliction for us; and 
make us to know more of the love wherewith 
thou hast loved us; and touch our hearts with 
such a powerful sense of thy love, that we may 
make belter returns of love to the great Lord 
and lover of our souls; and that we may never for- 
get or slight such unparalleled kindness and love 
of God our Saviour, stronger than death, and bet- 
ter than life. O that the life which we now live, 
maybe by the faith of the SonofGod,who lovetl 
us, and gave himself for us ! O let us, at all time?, 
so live that wc may abound in thy love. Blessed 
Lord! let this be ever preferred above our chief 
joy ; and let nothing in the world ever be so 
dear to us as the altogether lovely Jesus, who 
has given the highest demonstration of love that 
ever could be given to our poor lost souls. And to 
thee, our Almighty Redeemer, and sweot Saviour, 
be all the praise and glory given, most humbly 
and /jeartily, now and c\.c\nM(y. >4m^jt, Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise on the Occasion of our blessed Sfh 

viour'*s Resurrection, 

BLfilSSED be the God and Father of our 
L<ird JesuS Christ, who according to hi9 
abutidiaiit mercy, has begotten us again to a live- 
ly hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. It is he that liveth, and was dead; 
and behol^ he is alive for evermore, Amen ; and 
has the keys of death and of hell. The Lord liv- 
eth, and blessed be our Rock, and let the God 
of our salvation be exalted. Hie that bore our 
griefs and carried our sorrows, has wrought eter- 
nal redemption for us : with his own right hand 
and holy arm, hath he gotten himself the victory; 
having loosed the pains of death, because it was 
impossible he should be holden of it. The glo- 
rious Sun of Righteousness is risen with healing 
in his wings ; and hath showed, that he is able 
to save himself, and to save to the utmost all that 
come to God through him. Our eyes therefore 
are to thee, O Lord, our life, our strength, and 
our Redeemer, who hast all power in heaven 
and in earth, to whom nothing is impossible or 
difficult; who quickenest the dead, even souls 
dead in sin, as well as bodies dead in the grave; 
and hast life in thyself, to give it to whomsoevei 
thou wilt. O that we may know thee, and the 
power of thy resurrection! and that we may feel 
it efficacious to raise us out of the grave of our 
sinful corruptions, to newness and holiness of life! 
that haviiisf part io the first resurrection, th<^ se- 
cond death may have no power over us. Spf»ak 
death to our sins, O Lord, that our souls may 
live, and for evojf.^bless tliy name.' Thou, O 
Christ, art our life j and in thee is all fulcvesa oC 



viour'a t^seension. 

TaOU art the King of glory, O CI 
hast ascended on high, and dr 
infernal foes after thy triuinphant chai 
thou art exalted above all principa 
powers; and enthroned in the highei 
thy beavenly kingdom, where saints ai 
and all the host of heaveti do admire 
thee. Be thou exalted, Lord, and re 

freatness of thy power and majesty, 
ast brought all enemips in subjection 
feet. But, Lord, remember us, now tt 
thy kingdom, where thou rulest and n 
high. O regard the supplications, ai 
the necessities of thy poor subjects ani 
here below. Save, Lord, and let th< 
heaven hear us when we call. And I 
may feel the powerful attraction of thy^ 
Holy Spirit; to draw up oar minds ar 
from the poor perishine eiiiovments h( 
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ing above in heart and spirit, we may at last per- 
sonally ascend, in soul and body, to be ever with 
the Lord': there, together with thy whole tri- 
umphant church, to see and admire, anid love and 
bless, and praise and glorify thee, O blessed God, 
our Saviour, world without end. Amen. 



Jl Prayer on the Occasion of the coming of the Holy 

Ghost. 

OTHOU infinite eternal Spirit, the Lord 
and giver of life, who workest all in all ; 
and especially workest and abidest in the hearts 
and souls of men! pardon, we beseech thee, all 
our resisting of thy motions, atid quenching the 
flames which thou hast ever kindled in our 
breasts. And be pleased so to enlighten our 
minds, and purify our hearts, that we mRy be fit 
to receive and entertain thee, as the Guide and 
Comforter of our souls. O blessed Truth ! lead 
us into all truth; and bring all needful things out 
of thy word to our remembrance: and set them 
home powerfully upon our hearts, to influence 
our lives, and to do us good, in every time of )iir 
need. O work, Lord, the grace that is not in us ; 
and establish and increase what thou hast al- 
ready wrought upon us. Excite and stir us up to 
all good ; and enable us for the performance of 
it, and engage us to continue and persist in it. 

O come down. Lord, as fire, upon us, to con- 
sume our dross, and to make clean our hearts, 
and inflame them with heavenly love, that we 
may rightly relish thy holy things, and be lively 
in following of thy holy ways. O be thou a pow- 
erful principle of life, and light, and love, and of 
all grace and holiness in our souls, to clear and 
illuminate our minds, to spiritualize and raise ixq 
2 E 
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oar affections ; and to pacify and compose our 
consciences; and to bring our souls out of every 
daneerous, self-destroying course, into the paths 
of ngbteousness — and that way of life, which » 
at>ove to the wise, to depart from hell beneath. 
O blessed Lord, restrain us from grieving the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby we are sealed to 
the di^y of redemption; and cast us hot away 
from thy presence. Take not thy Holy Spirit 
from us, O make us so tractable to his holy mo- 
tions, that we may experience his heavenly con- 
solations. And let the joy in the Holy Ghost be 
more to us than all the pleasures of the world. 
O blessed Spirit ! be thou ever with our spirits, 
to heal our distempers, and help our infirmities, 
and work mightily upon our hearts by thy grace, 
till our souls are fitted for that glory which is un- 
speakable and everlasting. Jimen. 

A Prayer on the Commemoration of any Saint. 

OG()D of all graca* who art pleased to call 
out of this present world a peculiar people 
to thyself; and so far to discover thy grace, and 
pour out thy spirit upon many of thy servants, to 
make them shine as light in the midst of a crook- 
ed and perverse generation ; eminent in all praise- 
worthy things; and great examples to the rest of 
mankind! We bless thy name, F^ord, that thou 
hast not .eft thi^ miserable world destitute of 
such helps and patterns, both to show us a more 
excellent way than the way of the world ; and 
also to show us how practicable is our duty ; and 
what encouras^ement we have to take the holy 
good way, wherein others, with such happy suc- 
cess, have «:one before us; that we, in onr f^hig- 
gishness, might be excited to be followers of them, 
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as they were of Christ. And seeing we are en- 
compassed with so ^reat a cloud of witnesses, O 
that we may lay aside every weight, and the sin 
that doth so easily beset us, and run with pa- 
tience the race that is set before us ! Teach and 
enable us, O King of saints, to make the good 
use and advantage of thy gifts and graces, shin- 
ing forth in the inoffensive useful lives of such 
as have given thy holy religion the best recom- 
mendation, by letting men see their good works; 
and how much more excellent it makes the 
righteous than their neighbours. 

O that we may never persecute thy saints, nor 
madly despise those who are as the apple of 
thine eye^ whose great care is to approve them- 
selves faithful in thy covenant, and zealous for 
thy glory: and not only to preserve their integ- 
rity, and keep themselves unspotted from the 
world ; but to do good in their generations, and 
turn many to righteousness. May we ever hold 
such in highest reputation while living, as well 
as count their memories precious when they are 
dead. O heavenly Father! let them be dearest 
to us that are so to thyself. And let all our delight 
be in such excellent ones, the saints that fire in 
the earth, of whom the world is not worthy ; how-* 
ever they be so frequently and greatly abused 
by the world, as if unworthy to live in it. O let 
us not be conformed to this world, nor follow the 
multitude to do evil: but be followers of those, 
who, through faith and patience, do already in- 
herit thy glorious promises ; and so live the life, 
that we may also die the death of the righteous. 
Help us. Lord our God, so to imitate thy saints 
here, in their holy living, that hereafter we may 
be numbered with them in the glory e^etVda\.\w^ 
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As we desire and hope for their blessed end, 
lel us love and follow their godlj' way, and make 
tlic cominuiiioii of BaiiilB a point of our practice, 
as well as an article of our liiilh: being lovers oj 
all good men, honouring ihem that fear the Lord, 
- and esteeming them ver_y highly in love for iheit 
vork's sake. And the Lord iticrea.^e ihe num- 
ber of ihe true converts, and i\iy faithful people, 
and those that be followers of CJod. as dear chil- 
dren in all places. O let lUy kingdom come, mid 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, that 
thy church may grow and prosper and douri^h; 
till we, with all thy servants departed in the 
Lord, meet together in the kingdom of our fa- 
ther, to live in thy presence and love; and to en- 
joy and praise thee, world without end. ^mcn. 



•f SOLILOf^UY for the pious SouPs Solacet by way of 
Paraphrase on the Creed. 

LET not yowr hearts be troubled, saith the Lonl of Iot*, 
CHirdeHrcompassinnale Redeemer; je believe in Gm). belieTe 
also in roe. the Messenger of his love, sent to be the Saviour 
of the world. 

Why art thou cast down then, O ray soul I and why art 
thoD disquieted within me! when 

I BELIEVE IN Gout 
And am not exposed, as one forlom, to shift fur myftelf. and 
to malie a happmesH out of my own stock, or want it ! bat I 
have a God to repair unto, and depend upon ; and to expect 
til that ever I can desire from him. And this God is 

The Father, 
lilot only of our Lord Jesus Christ, by eternal ^neration, bat 
my Fattier, by a late creation, which has brouitht me out of 
notliing to what I am ; not only to being, and life, and sense, 
but to the use of reason and to the enioyment of all that evei 
I have in the world. Yea. I am bold to father myself upon 
him also by a spiritual adoption ; and I persuaded am that a 
woman may sooner forget her sucking child, than the Lord 
%iU ftffttke that work of his hands which he hat now created 
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in Christ Jesus : nor is he less able than willing to do me 
good, being 

Almighty ; 
And what is too hard for Omnipotence ? or who can pluck me 
out of his hands, to whom the very powers of hell are but 
weakness ? Though I am weak as a shaken reed myself | 
yet my help stands in the name of the Lord, who is the 

Maker of Heaven and Earth. 
And what can any of his creatures do a^itist me, when God 
himself is for me; he that made all, will nis child want a com- 
petency in the world ? or should I be turned out of the earth, 
yet all heaven is the Lord's ; and when he is my portion, I 
am sure of that which is infinitely better than all the world's 
good ; which, alas, is but a poor drop from the eternal Foun- 
tain of all goodness. And what can be better than him that 
made it, and gave it all that goodness which it has ? Myself, 
and whatever 1 see in the world, was once nothing ; and the 

freat Lord, who was most blessed before all worlds, and would 
ave been nevertheless blessed, though we had never been at 
all, he has brought us into being ; not for any need he had of 
lis, but to communicate of his goodness to us, 

In Jesus Christ. 
And what so sweet as Jesus in my mouth ! No such music in 
my ears ; no such gladness in my heart. I was lost,* and Je- 
sus is my Saviour ; I was dead, and Jesus is my life ; I was 
an enemy, and Jesus is my peace. Still I sin, and Jesus is 
my advocate with the Father. Christ is my prophet to direct 
me, my priest to atone for me, my king to defend me, and to 
watch for good over me ; he is all tliat I want and that I can 
wish. I am worse than nothing without him i and have all 
things given me together with him, who is the beloved of the 
Father ; 

His only Son. 
The only one, by nature, that is co-equal with the Father; 
and having such a friend in the court of heaven, I will there- 
fore comeT)oldly to the throne of grace. For if the Son make 
us free, we shall be free indeed. The Father will deny us 
nothing that we ask in his name; and the Son upbraids us, that 
we maKe no more use of this our blessed pi-ivilege. Hitherto 
ye have asked nothing in my name, saith he i ask and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full. Such pleasure has he 
in the prosperity of his servants, who is 

Our Lord, 
Our heavenly Sovereign; at whose feet kings do cast their 
crovnis, and all the angels of God wor«l;i\f Vi\m. O W^y^^bw^ 
2 E 2 
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■ervants, that have such a Lord! nnd blessed be the Lord, 1 
ttiat will admit me in the number uf lii§ servants! Is not he 
my Lnr<U thai has bou^t me i In one fiacrament 1 was listed 
into hia service ; and in the ulher, how oft have I sworn to 
hi") ailegiance! This is the crown of all my glorjing, thil 
lesuB is my Lord, 

Who was conceived nv the Holy Ghost, 
n a miraculous manner, above all the power of nature ; and 
wilhiiut any the least spot uf sin ; that he might be the meet 
propitiation fur all our sins. He is fairer tlian the chlldreii 
of men, whoare, all of them, shapenin iniquitr, and conmvH 
in sin. But he is fi-ee from every blemish^ and altx^thet 
Ivvely. 

Born of thb Virgin Mary, 
And so he has done the highest honour to our poor nature, by 
uniting it to the divine; taking part of our flesh and bWi, 
thai he might not only be touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities, but also taste death for our ultences : coining down 
to earth to raise us up to heaven ; and manifested in otir Heah 
and blood, that he might not only be touched with the feeling 
for oUr infirmities, but also to taste death for our olfences i 
coming down to earth, tu raise us up to hea^vn ; and mani- 
fested in our flesh, tu brini; salvation liome to our very doors : 
And how can I ever now be at a desperate loss, when ihe 
Lord, in whom lies our help, is become Grid with us ! and to 
embolden ouraddresses to him, he has vouchsafed evenroset 
up his dwelling among us. All the glory of salvation be to thee, 
O Lord, who has brought such joy of salvation to the world. 

IIf, suffered undeh Povtius Pilate. 
And having no need at all to suffer for any sins of his own, 
was he not wounded for our transgressions and bruised fur out 
iniquities ? O wicked wretch ! that 1 should be one of those, 
who put the Son of God himself upon suffering ! but O how 
happy for me, that he should be pleased tu suffer once, to save 
me from suffering for ever. 

He was Crucified. 
Love, that was strong as death, fastened my Saviour to the in- 
famous tree ; with his arms extended to receive me ; and his 
side opened to make me a passage to his very heart. U my 
dearest Lord ; God forbid that 1 should glory save in (hy 
C11ISS ; which 1 show Satan to confoun<l him ; on which I lean, 
to rest my weary soul ; and to which I will cling,though car- 
ried by th'e gates of hell : yea, by which I hope to climb to 
the glory everlasling in heaven. He was 
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Dead. 

Not only Abraham, the friend of God, gave up the ghost; 
but he that was before Abraham, our blessed Saviour himself, 
the well beloved Son of God, when he took upon him the seed 
of Abraham, was not excused from dying. And shall I then 
conclude that my God has no kindness for me, because I 
must follow such forerunners, and go the way of all flesh ? 
No ; though he slay me, vet will I trust in him, *nd have 
h*pe even in my death ; for the death of Christ is my life ; 
seeing he has taken out the sting of death temporal, and made 
it the verv entrance of life eternal. He has led us the way, 
through that gloomy vale, to the glorious region of immortal- 
ity. And shall death separate me froTb my Saviour, or di- 
vorce my soul from the heavenly bridegroom ? No; I depart 
hence to be with Christ, and that I may get nearer to him whom 
my soul loveth. He is gone before ; and, Tjord, I will follow 
tiiee whithersoever thou goest. Thou wast laid in the gravct 

And Buried, 
To make that desolate place inviting by thy presence; to 
perfume the chambers of death, and turn the horrible pit into 
a happy seminary— where the poor, weak, perishing flesh is 
sown to come up again, powerful, glorious, and incorruptible. 
And shall I shrink from the bed where my Lord himself lay I 
would I lie better than he did ? No; the grave itself is become 
a goodly lodging since Christ was there. And I will not 8;o 
down in sorrow to my grave, when going but to sleep widi 
Jesus, the life of my soul, and the spring of all my joy 

He descended into Hell. 
Three days he continued in the state of the dead, that none 
might question the truth of his death, upon which depends 
all our nope of pardon and life. That I might not dread the 
parting of soul and body, which befell my Lord himself; and 
that none belonging to him might be out of heart, even at the 
lowest ebb, when our Redeemer lay so long under the 
power of death. 

The third Day he arose again from the Dead. 
And shall I be in bondage all my life, through fear of death, 
when under the conduct of such a victorious Captain of salva*> 
lion, that has triumphed over all the powers of the gravel 
No ; he lives and was dead. And though I know 1 must die, 
yet withal I know that my Redeemer liveth, and is alive for 
evermore ; and because he lives, 1 shall live also; for he has 
lio life but what Qvevy member of his shall share in. Now, 
therefore, O death, l' can triumph over thee, since my Lord 
iuu( routed all thy forces. It is true, yet tho\i caw%t ^W vba^ 
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but ttinu cnwst nit hurt iwc ; for take duwii tliis cra/.y cottage, 
anil u belter fabric hliiiU succeed, tn atimA for eteriml. ngcSi 
Uul couUI tint ull tlie Uiiids ul' deull) hnlil my AlitiigViIy 8a- 
viuurr Dearent IjihU ihuu wast arrewtwl Fur iiur itebt, aiul 
luitl u|i ill tlie [»ri«iii of the gMtve, on our account ; but thy n- 
leate giwA me a cheerful assurance tliut thnu liiint Halinlin 
iliviiieJUKticctutlteutinusl. Since tlniu art cuinc sn glurimiKl/ 
fiHth. f am sure that all m il'nichargeil. Then blestseil be the 
OikI ami Kntliei- uf crar I.iinl JesuH CltriNt. wliu, acconling to 
his abunibnt mercy, luu begotten uh again lu u lively hope, 
by the rcsuri-ection' of Jesu» ClinHt fruin tlie dead. 

Hk AHtKNUKD IS-VO IIkaVKX. 

Anil C) with what jnyTul acclunmtions wan he welcomed home 
intu thiise higli n!giiiiis iif the blesxcd, aDer all liis tvnnilmiu 
acltievenHMitt to vll<»:t eternal roilcniptiiiri for an ! He leil cap- 
tivity captive, anil ili'a;^il the infernal puwerx alter liis tri- 
umginatil chariut, tu nhiiw that hRll, as well an dealli, is subjvct 
untu him. And nnw he has cleai-eil us a way to j;loiy, uiiil 
ojwned the kingdom uf heaven tu all believers; being gone to 
prepare a place fur us; tliat where he is, tliere we may ae alw. 
Even where 

Hk BITTETH AT THE KIOHT UAKD OF GoDJ THK FaTHKH Al- 

Far abuvc ull principalities Jiiiil |)uwers, a glorious K.ing for 
evcriiiori;. Witli all piiwers anil autliimty inliis haiiils, iiiul M 
thu crowns ami nuLUsions uf glory at his ilisposiil. He Is nut 
only ihe Prince of the kings uf the earth, by whum lliey »ll ilo 
reign: but ull ilieimgels in heaven tlvtudo his pkMsure; nlicre 
he has llirown otf the \eil, umler which he shruu.lL-U his ii.a- 
iesty here below; »iul shows hiinsclt' now in all the spleiidiiut 
uf the King <if •^lorv, lu ihe ailmii-^ition of the highest clii'mb- 
ims anil seraphims,' who will be juyfiLlly t:iken up ti. all eici- 
Iiity, ill bduil.liiig such won.lei-s of <iivnic beauty and ghiry. 
Tu him I luiik as the great author and linishcr'iif our fjilV 
anil the blessed object of my diiilv woisliip ami devotion: wIm), 
in all thu height uf his glory, dues not forget liis poor retainers 
here, but has still bowels <if cuiupassion to intercede fur us, 
as well as fulness of power to prevail on our behalf; am! Gwl 
forbid (hat I should forget tliis absent friend; that he shuulil 
be. to ine, out of sight out uf mind. U where should he mj 
hearl, bm willi llie great luve anil beiuved uf my soulr who 
not oniv humbled himself on earth, but even now iu heaven su 
huuibles hiiuself, as to renieniber me iu my low estilc. And 
when I am loaded, or gravelled, that [ know n.)t wliatto do, I 
Wilt go and put thii matvut \«\u \\\*\vA\\Ai, -jnW ^-mv fj.sU'i lielQ 
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nie out, and set me ri^ht; for those enemies who are too hard 
for me he can soon make his footstool. What boon so big to 
be asked, but this ereat Master of requests in heaven, can 
obtain it for me? What time I am afi^id then, or troubled, 
in a strait or at a loss, I will look unto Jesus, at God's risht 
band above, and remember his kind offices there; and pray nis 
friendship, and entreat his gracious favour, who is worthy ever 
to be heard for me, though I am unworthy to speak for 
ttyself. 
Fhom thence he shall come to judge the Quick and 

THE Dead, 
And shall appear in greater power and glory than ever he was 
Seen here in weakness and poverty; when his stubborn enemiesi 
that would not that he should rei«'n over them, shall be brought 
Ibrth and slain before him; ana all his sheep that hear his 
Voice, and follow him, waiting for his coming, and loving his 
•.ppeariiig, shall then hold up the head, and never droop any 
more, but find the most refreshing sunshine amidst all thf) 
^hiominess and horrors of that day; which will be to them 
^ clay «)f discharge, and jubilee, and coronation; the most 
sweet and lightsome day that ever came over them. Then 
shall I see him sit on the throne to give me mv portion; who 
"^as nailed on the cross to purchase my salvation; my Advo- 
cate, niv life, mv Saviour, will be alone exalted in that day. 
And will my Advocate accuse me? will my life destroy me ? 
ivill my Savmur condemn me? No; though go<Ml and bad both 
lie calted over there; long as Jesus is my judge, who himself 
lias satisfied for the bail, and will make my imperfect good 
then shine out as die noon-day; I will pray, come Lord JesuSi 
come quickly. 

I RELIEVE IN THE HoLY GhOST, 

The Lord and giver of life, the heavenly counsellor and com- 
forter of our souls, by whom 1 call Jesus Lord, and cry Abba 
Father unto my God. And havin*^ such a blessed guardian, 
and divine inhabitant, why do 1 drag on heavily, as if left 
comfortless? why do I not overflow with joy in the Holy 
Ghost ? am I weak ? he is the power of the Most High, to 
help my infirmities. Am 1 forgetful ? he is the kind monitor, 
to bring all needful things to my remembrance. Am 1 afraid 
lest 1 should fail of God\ acceptance and salvation? this 
blessed Spirit witnesseth with my spirit, that 1 am the child 
of Grofl; and seals me to the day of redemption. Away then, 
thou foul accuser of the brethren: peace, clamorous consci- 
ence$ and stand aside all pitiful creature comforts; 1 have 
affiance in the Holy Ghost, tlie Comforter. For 1 belong to 
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The holy Catholic Church. * vi^ 

I am a member of that most truly royal society, some of whick F ^i 
are already entered into the joy of their Lord, got outoftk li^J 
field to their crowns; and passed from service to irvrn^ 
and the rest here— yet on oar pilgrimage and warfare— ait 
reaching forth to the glorious prize of the high calling of Gei 
in Christ Jesus. The lines are fallen to me in pleasant places; 
where the Sun of Righteousness is sent to us, and causes dn 
heavenly day-spring from on high to shine upon us; jea, ift 
that church, ag^nst which the gates of hell shall not prevaiL 
I believe 

The Communion of Saints. 
The same life and spirit pervade the multitude of believeti 
every where: and like so many rivulets they run all to ^ 
aame sea, although not in the same channel: Or, like divert 
strings of a musical instrument, though they have sevenl 
notes, yet thev make up one song of praise and glory to their 
€ommon Lord; from whom they receive influence, as all tlie 
bodily parts do fi*om the head, and are knit together as fellow* 
memoers of Christ's body. They are the household of fai^ 
of that corporation and family of heaven; for the sake of whick 
they forget their own people, and father's house. Yea, asaU 
the parts of the body, now mean soever, share in the same lifc 
as is in the head and heart, and the noblest members desinse 
not the vilest; but the lowest are of use to the highest, ana all 
conspire for the joint interest of the whole; so 1, as a part of 
this great body, whilst I strifgole not for myself, but keep to 
the nock of Christ, and join witn them in the worship and ser- 
vice of my Lord, and tender and love them in my heart, am one 
of their nappy number, and do share in the prayers of every 
faithful Christian throughout the world: ancl communicating 
now with the saints in all offices of love, I shall be advanced, 
with them, to the possession of their heavenly inheritance io 
eternal lite. 

The Forgiveness of Sins. 
This is the article that strikes at the very root of bitterness, 
and removes the ground of all my fears and griefs. how 
numerous are my sins! and what a heavy load upon my soul! 
But it enlightens mv heart to hear of God manifested in the 
flesh: to undergo all the penalties of sin, in the very nature 
that sinned; to bear our sins in his own body on the tree. 
And when our all-sufficient Surety has finished the atonement, 
will the justice of God require a second pavment ? No; God 
is not only merciful, but just also, in justifying the believers 
in Jesus} who was made sin for us^who knew no sin, that we 
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mighf be niade the righteouaness of God in him. Anil now all 
the rrighlful ^ilt is swallowed up in that Fountain opened for 
sin anduncleannesB, likeasHdn^of ink in lost in a mighty ri- 
ver; so that my spirit rejoices in God my Sai-iour; and I thank 
God, through Jesua Christ our Iiord, whose blood cleanses us 
from nil our sin. O that I could luve him yet more, who for- 
giveth me so much. 

Tkk Resurbeotion of the Body. 
This is the Christian's strong hold, that although we fall 
into the grave, we shall not be utterly cast down; but haye 
a Tiord that will be the plague of death, and the destruc- 
tion of the grave; to redeem us out of the hands of both. 
My flesh is perishing as the jrrass that is green and wither- 
etn in a day. But this mortal shall put on immortality: 
Tea, mortality itself shall be swallowed up of life. This 
neavT log, though sown n natural, shall rise a sniritual body, 
to glide through ethereal regions, as the fish in crystal 
streams; and swifter than eagle or arrow, to follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goes. Even the vile, coarse flesh, in the 
great morning of the resurrection, shall come forth, as a glo- 
rious bridegroom nut of his chamber; and like the trees new 
apparelled in the spring; more orient and beautiful of ^itelf 
than all make it; shining as the Armament; yeu, outvying 
the st.irs and the sun. Is my body then often here | it to 
hardships:' Be it so; I do not look for my heaven in it now, 
as it is here; but I expect it to rise impassable, past all suffer- 
ing: And, in the mean time, I must not think it strange to bs 
tossed on shipboard, till I arrive at the fair haven, where E 
vould be. Am I tempted lo excesses, or any lusts of the 
flesh? I will not surfeit on the meat that perishes, nor sink 
the vessel that is carryingme over to the blessed land of pro- 
mise. Rather let me go without my full repast 16 the even- 
ing of this mortal life; so that 1 breali my fast on thy heavenly 
pleasures of eternity, in the dawning of the Last Dav, I da 
not hate thee, my own flesh, to bid thee stay and keep thy 
appetite fur entertainments inflnitetj better; seeing 1 believe 
the resurrection of the YioAy, 

This is the centre of our desire, and the crown of our joj-s; 
Ihedrifl of our whole religion; and (he height of all perfection: 
That which ease* nil our labours, and makes our very trou- 
bles iouk cheerful upon us. Wretched relief is the henihens' . 
antidote against the dread of deat)i; only to think, that die 
we must. IJul Christians have a consolation strong indeed, 
tliat, afier dealh, we shall live fur ever. (Jvic '^ve.'jK\\.\.V\\es,^t, 
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nothiug to hinder or abate the perfection of bliss ! 
mar or embitter the fulness of loy, but, all tiie blac 
drawn aside, wo shall have the beatific sight of < 
which will create in us raptures greater than our 1 
hold, till heaven shall hold our souls, and we entei 
joy of our Lord, which is too large to enter into 
I we shall meet with all the best company in the ^ 

enjoy that sweetest of all society, without any resei 
most' glorious place: And tlieir and our souls, being 
fectly healed of every thing offensive, we shall ha 
refreshments, without any uneasiness of conversatiu 
faculty of the soul shall then imbibe that fulness o 
I tidn which so long it had sought, but never foui 

[ And neither shall the body want an agreeable entc 

for its feast and solace. But it is not for a tongue 
otter, what eyes and ears of flesh never saw nor he 
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, enoui;h to know, that it is above our knowledge; bei 

that is sweetened with a goodness no less than the d 
measured with a duration no shorter than eternal. 

, All this I believe; and 1 believe it is more thi 

I which I believe, in believing the life everlasting. 

' hid with Christ in God; and the life which 1 now 1 

by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
self for me. And when Christ, who is our life, sh? 
then shall I also appear with him in glory. () let n 



